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ROMAN EMPIRE. 



Foundation of Constantinople— ’Political' system of 
Constantine, and his successors— MffUar^ dis- 
ciplme — The palace — J7ie Jinemces. 


. la^t^rival chap. 
who opposed the greatness, and the l^t cap- 
live who adorned the triumph, of Constan- 
tine. After a tranquil and prosperous reigh,' the 
conqueror bequ^hed to his family the inherit- 
ance of the !^man ilflapire; a new capital, a 
new policy, and a new ; affd . Ae in- 

novations which he establishOTjftl'^^iSi^'^’i^'- 
braced and consecrated by succeeding genera- 
tions. The age of the great Constantme and 
his sons is filled with important events ; but the 
histdriaa must be oppressed by their number and 
VOL. in. B 
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THE DECI.I|IE^ AND FALL 

CHAP, variety, unless he diligently separates from each 
other the scepe^j. Which are connected only by 
the order of time.iJHe will describe the po- 
litical institutions tt^t gaye strength and sta- 
. bility to the empire, beftnre he proceeds to relate 
the wars and revolutions which hastened its de- 
cline. He will adopt the diviHl^i^^p^n to 
the ancients, of civil arid ecclesiastical affairs: 
the victpiy of tte intestine 

discdi^f'^ WIS copious gnd- disfinct mate- 

^ fikls 'both for emffcation and for scandal. 

Design of After the defeat and abdication of Licinius, 
pi”®”' his victorious rival proceeded to lay the founda- 
A. D. 324. tions of a city, destined to reign, in future times, 
the mistress of the East, and to survive tlie empire 
and re ligio n of Coosta n f ine, The motives, whe- 
of por^, wbich*fir^Jndflced 
l^ocletiaa to withdraw himself from the ancieht 
seat of government, had acquired additional 
, weight by the example of his successors, and the 
habits of forty years. Rome was insensibly con- 
fQUndcfJ ,u ith the dependent kingdoms which had 
once acknowled^d;.lier supremacy ; and the 
<-ovintry of the Caeslu-s ^ait viewed with cold in- 
dil5fc|^Dce by a martigj prince, born in the neigh- 
bourijqod.of the Danube, educated in the courts 
and armies of Asia, and invested with the purple 
b^”^ ^he legions of Britaiq^ Italians, who had 
as ^ their deliverer, subm^ 
ayely which he Mnaetimesh^n- 

descended to addri^^lp, tire senate and p^ple of 
Rome; bnt they were seldom honour^ with the 
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presence of their new sovere^. During the vi- chap. 
gour of his age, Constantine, according to the va* 
rious<cxigencies.of peace and war, moved with 
slow' dignity* tfr with active diligence, along the 
frontiers of his extensive dominions ; and was al- 
ways pr^ared to’ ttdre t^rfield either against a 
fbreign or a domestic enemy. Bhb as be gradu- 
ally reached the summit of prosperity and the de- 
cline of life, he began to meditate the design of 
fixing in a more permanent station the strength 
os well as majesty of the throne. In the choice 
of an advantageous situation, he preferred the 
confines of Europe and Asia; to curb, with a 
powerfol arm, the barbarians who dwelt between 
thie to. watc h with an 

eye of jealousy the conduct Of tlie Persian mo- 
narch, who indignantly supported the yoke of an 
ignominious treaty. With these views, Diocletian 
liad selected and embellished the residence of Ni- 
Gomedia : but the memory of Diocletian was justly 
abhcuTtfidl^the protectf^of tbechorch; and Con- 
stantine was not insensible to the ambition of 
founding a city which might perpetuate the glory 
of his own name. During the late operations of 
the war against Licinius, he had suflBcient oppor- 
tunity to contemplate, both as a soldier and as a 


statesman, the incomparable position cd^ j^Eant^Sitimticn 
um ; and to observe how strongly it wW guarded 
by nature against an hostile attack, whilst it was 
accessible on every side to the benefits of commer- 
cial mtercoune. Many ages before Constantine, 
one of the most judicious historians of antiqui- 

B 2 
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CHAP, ty* had describedi^e advantages of a situati(H]« 
XVII. whence a feeble colony of Greeks derived 

the command of the sea, and the honour* of a 
flourishii^ and independent republic.'’ 

Descrip. If wc suTvcy Byzantium in the extent which it 
ConstLti- acquired with the august iiatne i^G^^tinople, 
nopie. tjje figure of the imperial city may be r^res^tt^ 
under that of an unequal trian^e. The obtuse 
point, which 'Advances towards the e^ Md the 
shores of Asia, meets and repels the waves of the 
Thracian Bosphorus. The northern side of the 
city is bounded by the harbour ; and the southern 
is washed by the Propontis, or sea of Mairnma. 
The basis of the triangle is opposed to the west, 
and terminates the continent of Europe. But the 
admirable form ond of the cbeumjacent 

land and water cannot, without a more nnple ex- 
planation, be clearly or sufficiently understood. 
The Bos- The winding channel through which the wa- 
phorus. Euxine flow with a rapid and incessant 

course towards the Mediterranean, received the 
appellation of Bosphorus, a name not less cele- 


» Polybius, I. iv, p. 423. edit, Casaubon. He observes tliat the 
peace of the Byzantines was frequently disturbed, and the extent of 
fheir territory contracted, by the inroads of the wild Thracians. 

The navigator Byzas, who was styled the spnef Neptune, found- 
ed the city 656 years before the Christian aera. His followers were 
drawn from Argos and Megara. Byzantium was aBerwards rebuilt 
and IbrtiSed by the Spartan genera! Faiuenias. See Scaliger Ani- 
madveK id Easeb. p. 8L Dncange Constantinopolis, 1. i, part i, 
cap. 15, 16. With r^ard to the wars of the Byzantines i^tinst 
Philip, the Gaols, and the Uogs of Bithynhi, we should UtM none 
but the ancient writers who lived before the gceatsey qf Ae imperiai . 
city had excited a spirit of flattery and fiction. 
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brated in the history, than in the fables of an- chap. 
tiquity.” A crowd of ’temples and of votive al- 
tars profusely scatta^ along its steep and woody 
banks, atte^i^^e unskitfiilness, the terrors, and 
the devc^idll^ the Grecian navigators, who, after 
thee»aiaftleof*tttiM tt^ ex{da^ the dan- 
gers of the inheritable Euxsm^^l^tl^se bmiks 
tradkiiMlong preserved the memory 
of’ Phineus, infested by the obscene harpies;* 
and of the sylvan reign of Amycus, who defied 
the son of Leda to the combat of the Cestus.* 

The streights of the Bosphorus are terminated 
by the Cyanean rocks^ which, according to the 
description (rf* the poets^ had once floated on the 
fBteeilhisjiva|sni^aiidfrej|p.4^8tm tbe^^eds 
to protect the entrance of the EuxinS'l^tmlskthe 
eye of profane curiosity.' From the Cyanean 
rocks to the point and harbour of Byzantium, the 


* The B<»phonis has been very minutely descnbed by Dionysius 
of ByzantiuAi« who Uved in the time of Domitlan (Hud«>D Geo- 
gtiqilu ;• Fraidi.tiwdleT 

of the sixteenth century. ToumefiiM <iLet&re zr) itaw tolftwted 
his own eyes and the learning of Gyllius. 

>* There are very few conjectures so happy as that of Le Clerc 
(Bibliotheque Universelle, tom. i, p. 148), who supposes that the 
harpies were only locusts. The Syriac or Phoenician name of those 
insects, their noisy the,atench and devastation which th^ oc- 
casion, and the north ndnd wldi^drlves tl)em into tbi sea, all con- 
tribute to form this striking restSnfaMn. 

s The residence of Amycus was fn 
new castles, at a place called Lauras Ii^tna. was 

in Buiqie, near the village of Maurotnole and the Black sea. See 
Gyllius de Bosph. 1. ti, c. 23. Toumefort, Lettre xv. 

. t The deception was occasioned by several pointed racks, alter- 
natiAj covered and aban d oned by the waves. At preseit there sre 
two nmll islands, one towards either shore : that of Wftltp* is 
tinguishedby the ciduinn of Pmnpey. 
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miidiiig^ i^Bgth of the Bosphorus extends about 
Sixte^ miles, ^ and its most ordinary breadth 
4iay computed at about one mile and a half. 
S'lie nejpcastles of Eufopeand Asia are construct- 
ed, on either continent, upon the foundations of 
two celebrated temples, of Serapisjaudjof Jupiter 
Urius. The old castles, a 

perors, command the narr(>we|!l.,]^rt of the chan- 
nel, hi ^ace whefc the batdai advance 

!witi&';^e haadred paces of each other. These 
fortresses vrete restmed and strengthened by Ma- 
homet the Second, when he meditated the siege 
of Constantinople but the Turkish C(Hif|tiseror 
was most probably ignorant, that near two thou- 
sand years before his reign, Darius had chosen the 

same by & 

farid^of lioaf&' At a small distanca^irom the 
old castles we discover the little town of Chryso- 
polis, or Scutari, which may almost be considered 
as the Asiatic suburb of Constantinople. Th^ 
Bosphorus, as it begins to open into the Propon- 
tis, passes between Byzantium and Chaleedon. 
Tlie Mter of those citfra was bmlt by the Greeks, 

* Ttie ancients eompatecl one hundred and twenty stadia, or 
Sfteen Reman ntilea. They measured only from the sew castles, but 
they earrted the streights as fhr as the town of Clndcedon. 

Ducas Hist. c. 34. Leunclaviua Htat,- ^utda Musuhnantea, 
L XV, p, 577. Under the Gre^ imlilil ftese caotlra were Seed as 
state prUons, under the 1iminn>it Bantaof Uethe, or towers of 

I Darius eqglMM In Orhefc and Asqerian letters on two ncAde 
etdoww^ Ute naaisB oif Mawih^s iit-aatiotts, and the amazing num- 
bers <^h||^ad and sea Anota. - Tite Byzanthtes afterwatds trans- 
ported umPoinmRs into the elty, and used Utera for the altars of 
their tutelar deities. Herodotus, 1. it, c. 67. 
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a few years before the forsE^ ; the blindness chap. 
of its founders, who ortirlooked the superior ad- 
vantages of the ^fnitecoaStjhasbeen stigmatised 
by a proyeda#«^ession of contempt. “ 

The fasflMBSr of Goastantiao^le, which naay beTbc poru 
mnqidrttifaTTm-i»^^ obt^ed, 

in a very remote period, theiitiaaigtentite 

The curve which it denfeijlhtwlffi^t 
compared to the horn of a stag, or as it 
seem, 'with more propriety, to that of an ox.‘ 

The epithet of golden was expressive of the riches 
which every wind wafted from theTnost distant 
countries into the secure and capacious p^ ^ 
Sonstaafinople. The, river Lycus, formed by 
thn ixHitmil tw» Irtfl^Hyiiinni puin i ini o tiiii 
harbour a perpetual supply of trhiidi ^ 

serves to cleanse the bottom, and to invite the pe- 
riodical shoals of fish to seek their retreat in tlutt 
convenient recess. As the vicissitudes of Udes 
are scarcdy felt in those seas, the constant depth 
ofctiia flwglim ustd^ be landed on 4bo 

quays without the assistance of boatST ad#fthas 
been observed, that in many places the largest 
vessels may rest their prows against the houses, 

• . . 

^ Namquc artissimo Intfr As^amque divortio Bgnw* 

tium in extrema Europa j ' ijjiniin, 

consulentibus ubi condereiit urbciQ»'¥i$dN|tt9|k 
queererent sedem cacorvm tcrris ndversasa* nialrcdonii 

monstnbaDtur, quod prioreh illuc advecti> prsvisa locorum utilltate 
pejora l^isjent* Tacit. Aiinal. xii» 62, 

Strabo* L x, p. 492. Moat of the aatlcrs are now broke offt 
oTa to speak less fiforativel^i most of the recesses of the haitK»u£ 
ire fified up. S!rt GvlJ. de Bosphoro Thracio, 1. i* c. 5. 
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^AP- wbUe their sterns are floating in the watw.™ 
From tibe mouth of the Lycus to that of the har- 
hpmv^this arm of the Bosphorus is more than se- 
ven miles in Iength.% /^he entrance is about five 
hundr^ yards broad, and a strong chain could be 
occaskmally (kawn across it, to giyyfd the port 
and city from the attack of an bos^iNM^^^. 
Between the Bo^?lKMmsand,ti»e Hellespont, tM^ 


The Pro- 
pontis, 


sea^of Ilf anmara, uHtdebvwas kntAvn to 
the aadents by the denomination of Propontis. 
Thenavigationfrom the issue of the Bosphorus to 
the entrance ,pf the Hellespont is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. Those who steer their 
westward course through the middle of the Pro- 


pontis, of 

never lose agfet of the 
lolly summit of Mount Olympus, covered intii 
eternal snows.” They leave on the left a deep 
gulf, at the bottom of which Nicomedia was 
seated, the imperial residence of Diocletian ; and 


Prowpitti e. 5. ^nUescripCtwi is confirm- 

ed by modern travellers. SW Thevenpt, part i, 1. i, c. 15. Tournc- 
fort, Lettre xir. Kiebubr Voyajfe d'Arabei. p. 22. 

“ See Dancange, c. v, L f, part i, c. 16, and his Observations sur 
Villehardouin, p. 889. The chain was drawn from the'AcropoIis. 
near the inedem Kiosk, to the tower of GabUa ; iind was supported 
at convenient distances by large wood^ {dies. 

» Thevenot (Voyages an Levattf; lart i, I; i, c. 1.^ contracts 
We M^aure to MS nmOI Uteet wlfeti. (Obset-vations, 1. a, 

cit)- the PrtqKmtis, hot contents h®. 

self »ith the •ngaeiOftesAoti of one d«y and one night’s sail.; I^en 
Sandy%'(TnvW, p.'S^ Wlit Of' ISO* furlongs in length a$ Well as 
breadth, «e can only snppoi; iptat mistake of the press the {ffla 
of that judlcions travcUei; 
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they pass the small islandsttf Cyzicusand Procon- chak 

aesus before they cast m»eht» at Gallipoli; where 

the sea, which a^HHPtes Asia from Europe, is 
again contraisl*i«Co a narrow channel. 

The gefUihphers who, with the most skilful The Hen? 

and.extent of®*’'’”'' 

the Hellespont, assign about for the 
windiag. course, and about tliree mil^ fcaNifae 
ofiifeary breadth of those celebrated streiglrtsv^ 

But the narrowest part <rf the channel found to 
the northward of the old Turkish castles between 
the dties of Cestus and Abydas. It was here that 
the adrentiaiDBs Leander Iwaved the passage ed* 
^te^jSood the possession of h^ mistres&T It 

distaaee 

between the opposite banks cahfiClriexeeeA-fiF* 
hundred paces, that Xerxes imposed a stupendous 
bridge of boats, for the purpose of transporting 
into Europe sm hundred and seventy myriads of 
harbarian»i' A sea contracted within sucb nar* 


p 5ee an admirable diuertaUon ef M. d^AnTSSllipim th» ^Wlc 8» 
pont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires dc TAcademie des Inscri|v 
fions, tom. xxviii, p. 318-346, Tet even that ingenious geograph- 
er is too fond of supposing new, and perhaps imaginary 
for the purpose of rendering ancient writers os accurate as himself. 
The stadui employed by Herodotus in the description of the Euxine, 
the Bosphorus, &c. (!• Itr, undoubtedly be all of the same 

species: but it seems impassible tiflvdoiicUe tb^ either with tn^'h 
or with each other, 7 

^ The oblique distance between 

stadi^ The improbable ude of Hero mid Leander is exposed M. 
Maltudelf but is defended on the authority of poets and xBedals by 
M. de la Kauze. See the Academie des Inscriptions, tom- Vii, 
p. 74. Mena, p, 24a 

* Se 0 the scTenth booje of Herodotus, who has erected an el^^t 
rrnpliy to his own fame and to that of his country. The review ap^ 



to 


CHAR, row Uitoi£!i^ may seem but ill ta deserve the 
' gttlar epithet of broad, which Homer, as well as 
(^heus, has frequently bestowed on the Helles- 
pont. But our id^is of greatness are of a rela- 
tive nature : the traveller, and especially the poet, 
who sailed along the Hellespont^wJ^^ursued the 
windings of the stream, ard 
rural scenery, -whidi ^q»C»sed on every sife 
to tex^idmN»^^])eotpeeMie^«M%^ re- 
of tlie s{» ; and; his ^anc^ painted 
ttiOse (%ldlnrated streigbts, wii^ idl the attribute 
of a mighty river flowing with a swift current, in 
the muist of a womfy and inland no— tiy.^ — d at 
length, through a wide mouth, disKJinaging itself 
into the .^gean or Archipelago.' Ancient 
Troy,' "rntrd nw an oinmnovnr' thf font of 

the mmitb of ^i^^^Ues- 
pont, Which s:arcely received an accessi<nrr(^ 
waters from the tribute of those immortal rivu- 
lets the Simois and Scamandcr. The Grecian 


pearff to have beoit made with tolerable accuracy’ ; but the 
SittoCibe-IMuai^aai afteiwaids of the OreeUt, ym interested t» 
magnify the armament and the victorjr. t ahonld much doubt whe- 
ther the inrmiers have ever outnumbded the men of any country which 
they attached. 

• Sfee Wood’s Observations on Homer, p. 320. I have, wiUi 

pleasure, selected this remark from an author who in general seems 
to have disappointed the expectation of the puUic as a critic, and 
still more as a traveller. He had visited the bonks of the Htdte^iant; 
he had read Strahot heought'fo have cmiadlted the Btuhan itine- 
nrlea; n pMTMe fisr him to ecmfoimd IHuni and A|i- 

an&^Troas p. 340, 341), two cities whicb:.^^erQ 

sixtmii Miles distant noih'ahih other? ^ ' 

* Demetrius of Scepsis wrote Mxty books on thirfy IM#' of Ho- 
mer’s eatalc^e. The sixteratb book of Strabo is suficient for one 
curiosity. 
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osmp had stretched twelve nates along the shore ch ap. 
from the Sigsean to the Bhs^eaa promontory ; 
and the danks. oftihir «atny were yarded by the 
bravest chieiliMrbo Ibught under the banners of 
Agan^RUBB. :' The first of those {nomontOTies 

invincible 

Myrmidons, and the daui^{iii>4li^aEKpitefae^ his 
te^ m the <^her. Aftas^jax h^ 
fice to his disappointed pride, and to the 
tude of the fireeks, his sepulchre was erected on 
the ^ound where he had defended the navj 
against the rage of Jove and of Hector ; and the 
citizens of the rising town of Bhaeteum celebrated 
iBonaeoiotT’ with ^vtoe honours.* Before Con- ,# 
llfnitMtgtm llh| ii> fciltf l Cr.!rgHrr i?ti»^ sbrntiaw 
of Byzantium, he had conceived' 
meeting the seat of empire on this celebrated 
spot, from whence the Romans derived their fa- 
bulous origin. The extensive plfiiLa liii h lies be- 
low and^ikTroy, -towards theRhuetemi proroon.^ 
tory^stoisthie'iaBds -oC .^ei».^««feRrst -c^men fior 
his new capital; and 3i0ng^thbte^takii^%iB 
soon relinquished, the stately remains of unfinish- 
ed walls and towers attracted the notice of aBwho 
smled through the streights of the Helie^pmd.’ 


* Strabo, 1. xi) 
drawn upon diy 
<^Iearly described 

• Zesjm. b a, p. 105. Soxomen, 1. ii. c. S. Theopbanes, p. 18. 
Nicephon» Callistus, L. vii, p. 48. Zonaras, tom. ii, L xiu, p. fi. 
Z^mua placea tbc new city between Ilium and Alesanclria, bsa 
tbif apparent dUbmee may be reconciled the large extent of R* 
ciroin&rancr. Befijie the foundation of Coostantinopls;, Tin mi 


ii, p. 595. The i&patf^aiortlkediipe. wMch were 
land, and the post* of 
1^ Homer. See Iliad 
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eBAF. We we atipresent qualified to tiew the advan- 
position of Constantinople, which ap- 
Advan pea®9 to have been formed by nature for the 
tagesof <*ntre and capital of a great monarchy. Situated 
TOpL" " in the forty-first degree of latitude, the imperial 


city commanded, from her seyen^J^s,’" the op- 
posite shores of Europe, and -Ai^^aiate 
was healthy and ^a 4 |||p^||e» soil fertile, the 
harbow.aeeare wd < 




oeei^eeaideeff' ^ cmitine^was of smdil extent 
and ea^ defence. The B^jdawos and the Hel- 
lespont may be considered as the two gates of 
Constantinople; and the prince who po^essed 
those important passages could always shut them 
against a naval enemy, and open them to the fleets 
of rirnimrrrr jiiiTihriPiPftirvnflTfirFifi^ th" eastern 



pcdky of Condantine ; as the barbarians of- tbe 
Euxinc, whoi||ilHhe preceding age bad poured 
their armaments into the heart of the Mediter- 
ranean, soon desisted from the exercise of piracy, 
and de^iaired of fwcing this insurmountphle bar- 
lier. Wifenlbegatwrf the H^le^pund and Bos- 
phorus were shut, the capital still enjoyed, within 
then" spacious inclosure, every production which 
could supply the wants, or gratify the luxury, of 


]onica is mentioned by Cedrema (p- 88S), «Bd Sordfea liy Zonaras, 
HS tfte intoi^ , Tbcy Wtb supiieii, «iU> Toy Btfle prolw 

t&ifc llMll'lte|MANFv if tie fa«d not been pieveated bf a proCHIgt, 
have flSitake of tbe Unu{ CbalcediHiiansi. / 

* BSKck’s Peseit ^< n ^ tile E«t, vob ii, part ii, p. 187. Hit 
plan of Chii seven hills is dear and accurate That tn^iwer is seK 
dam so satisihctory. 
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its numerous intebitants. The sea coasts of chap. 
Thrace- and BithyHi^ ^irhkh languish under the 
weight of Turici*^l9f|wessi<Hi, still exhibit a rich 
prospect (tf BiBipIrds, of gardens, and of plentiful 
harvests^tfiS the < Propcmtis has erer been re* 

the most 

exquisite fish, that are takeli^liHiick stated sea<* 
s^s, without skill, and almost witfiti^te^^l 
But when the passages of the streights Wte» 
thrown open for trade, they alternately admitted 
the natural and artificial riches of the north and 
south, of the Buxine and of the Mediterranean. 
Whatever rude commodities were collected in 
tfa«4<»eats (d* Germany and Scythia, as far as 
tlR!' 

whatso^er was manufactured' 

Europe or Asia; the corn of Eg 3 rpt, and the 
gems and spices of the farthest India, were 
brought by the varying winds into the post id* 
Ctmstaatim^le, which, for many ages, attracted 
the titeaocittBd.world 

The prospect Of beav^, of’ OfFoundatioti 

wealth, united in a single spot, was sufficient to®^ 
justify the choice of Constantine. But as some 
decent mixture^ prodigy and fable has, in every 

’ See Belon. Observations, c. Among a variety of dil* 

ferent species, the pelamides, a sort of Utainiies, were.tte mea 
celebrated. We may learn from CdljMiilj Wfiltiij 4lKl 
that the prodts of the fishery constituted the principal revenue of 
Byzantium. 

* See thttv^eloqnent description of Busbequius, epistcd. i, p. 64. 

Eat in Europai hahet in conspectu Asiam, fgyptum, Africamqoe 
i dextra: qu« tametsi contigus non sunt, maris tamen navigan* 
dique cqnnnoditate veluti junguntur. A sinistnii vero Pontse act, 

Euxinus, Ac. '■ 
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(^AY. agi^lsm sBfifiosed to reflect abecomiDgma^sty 
of great cities,* tlie emperor was 
4eaf0aa rf ascribing .his resolution, not so muctr 
4 h'^te> uncertain coonads of human policy, as to 
inf^liUe and eternal decrees of dirine wb^ 
dent. In oaoe o( his laws he ha&^besBj eareful to 
BBtruct posterity, that« in 
mands of God,, be hrid 'fte ewrhHding foundations 

dsM^Mded tojcdbib hr what rntfam^ the celestial 
hopir^ann was cmoahiaiiicated to his mind, the 
defect of his modest rilence h^ been liberally 
supfdied by the ingenuity of succeeding writers, 
who describe the nocturnal vision which appeared 
to the Constantine, as he slept within the 

f#y«ars and iitfnBtUes, was^^ suddenly 
ed into a blooming mai^ whom bis own hands 
adorned with all the symbols of imperial great- 
ness.' The monarch awoke, interpreted the 
aiKpiciou»|MaeD, and obeyed, without hesitation, 
the trill d(<lleiiren. ' ^IBm day birth to 

a city or colony was celebrated by the Homans 
with such ceremonies as had been ordained by a 


* Thavtr hgec vcnifi aotiquHati* ut misccndo tennuMi diviais, pri* 
xnerdia urbium augustiora faciat. T* 14v» }i> proem. 

^ He says in one of his law^y jwr»« 0 «MBW^tate larfelff quM »ter- 
no noKEBEK^ dttmrfalms. Coi. Tbeodos, U xiU, tit. 

le* 7. 

Greelct^ Vhamffecms, Cedrenov, sad Uie antTor of tbeAllex- 
andrim^n>nicle, 'leiil^Sa* ttnoselvts to vagne and generrtittipres- 
sioiK« For it more porticuktf necoimt of the vimm, wo-Mni obiiged ■ 
to have recmirse to such Latin writers as William of Malinsbury«fw» 
See Ducange c, p. 1. if p* 25* 
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generous superstkioa i|u>ugh Constantine chaf; 
might omit some savoured too strong- * 

Ijf of their. yet he was anxious to 

leave a. d fip||i ijiM iession of hope and respect on 
the inii »|^i il^the .ifieetators. On foot, with a 

solemn procession, and direisiid|(|j||4a%t»h^ 
was as the boundary of the-ide^^^pl,^ 

pital; till the growing circumference was 
served with astonishment by the assistants, who 
at length ventured to observe, that he had at-' 
ready exceeded the most ample measure of a 
great city., “ I shall still advance,” replied Cour 
w . till he,, the iniasible guide who 


Without presuming to investigat€"thl*’<BHtaBai,«c- 
motives of this extraordinary conductor, we 
shall content ourselves with the more humble 
task of describing the extent and limits Con- 
stantinpptl^;^ : .... . 

4^1l0flil!t^^ p^ane ajadExtenb 

gardens of the seragliorooeupy the Castenr j^ro- 
montory, the first of the seven hills, and cover 

^ See Plutarch. to«. i, p. 49, edit. Bryan. Among 

Other ceremonies, a l^gelbolCf which had been dug for that purpose* 
was filled up with handfuls of eu^* which each of the settlers brought 

&om the i^ace of his Ifirth, and thto^^^^ed bia ofw couttti^* 

* niilostnrgius, 1. ii, c, 9. This 
A stupepted writer, is characteristic and pr<^biea ^ 

^ See ia the Memoires de TAcademie, tom, xxxv, p. 717—758, a 
difsertatitm of M. d’Anville on the extent of Constantinople. He takes 
the plan inserted in the Imperium Orientale of Banduri as the most 
compl^.i but, 1fay a series of rery nice observations, he reduces the 
extravagant pro pcH-ticKD of the scale, ar^l instead of 9500, detenniiics 
^e circumference of the city as {insisting of about 7S00 Fremb £ov^» 



8 Codinus Antiquitat. Const, p. 1*. He u^ns &e choich St. . 
.Vnthony as the boundary on tho side of the harbour. It is mfantian- 
ed in Ducange, I. iv, c. 6 ; bat 1 haVe tried, without success, to di^ 
cotrcr the <itet place where ft was situated. 

' * The’fleW '^lf of Theodosius was constructed in the yesw^WS* 
til 4*^ ** ttrbwn down bf an earthquake, and rebuiftA’ three, 
mon^liy the dliigence oT the prsefiect Cyrus. The sid^N^ of the 
Blachernte was first taken into the City in the rcigo Hcracli^** 
Ducange Coast. 1. i, c. 10, lir 


QiP.jrHf ;RWIBE. 




Conistant^l^ ]^<^an.H|Sef4’ 

the circiimfelti|^»iS*ipiS^^ tea 

eleven; lljl*^ .i^^. 

.toi|||g|g||pa4^ is 

_______ _ ive}g9P^ 

^Bfes 6tretdied>the3kwts. 

of the Earopca mil ii rtW i i 
e^^ihe>'Asi^tc coast.'' But the suburbs of 
and Galata, though situitte beyond the harbour, 
haay deserveito be .ooasideEfed' as a part at #ie 
city aftdjS^ addki 0 a;<tn«^^ferhiapa aptha^ 
the inea«iPe of %Byaantki«>h»^^iaa» who asei^^ 
w<>eglh.Qgedt^(a^ ftgirte^ j^wan) aale&fW' 


extent may seem nbt unwdfthyW1W1ilipiiliiili!|iii . 


• ‘ The nuaair^eot is etpreseed la.the Notiti^ by 14,0T5 jffpti , 
o/VhiA has Mem ingeniously jetertnin^ by iHt. ff AiivlUe. cofn- 

tuti UiE.lflNlii.Wiih the l^'tUshMU eUbits,.-^ atlU^feraM 


wM equal to -ot -.■ --r 

* The accurate wiiA'ed in nine hAiir ahithree 

quarters round two of the sides of the triangle, from the Sioafc of the 
seraglio to the Seven Towers. IVAhVilfe ehantinbs With ctre,^ SiUi 
edves wSth'CtWilSinc^ this decisive tesHiSony, whlihgiTeSil tlwiiJh- 
Suence df ii^h •M'f#il»#i#Ste.‘''The ehl^Wqsa ttt eom^tafiWt'.of 
Tournefort (Lettre xi) of thiity;liMur*<ir miles^ whht^ in* 

ieludihg Scutari, is a strange W|Wwi^R^sh feteUslUll dlaiileteft _ 
The sy^U, or ^trees, fort»i^'^fc?'i8B8 ^jlij%-lto |jB ^ig ||^ ^ 
much embellished by Justinian. It llii'lMKVWnwWInHHrm 
PcA'IihI GtiAuL ’ The etymology of Mie Ibrmer is obriSua ; that of 
the lat#f is-iAAukiaiii'. ' Sm Ductnige Const. L i, c. 92, and GylUus de 
%zant. t la!. ,■■ ... *. 

A One hn'^^ ihd elev^ Sthdia, Which may W tlhniiilated into 
muderli Greek mito each of seven stadia, or 660; stniiStimes only Wfl 
rrendt thite Sm tfAiivine MeaSuiWs Ilinferaires, {i. 53. 
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yieMi to 

, Thebes^? to Rohie, toLon4 

‘*^^(0rtwlirt'eTea to.Piai^'’.-. :)•'!■.■•. . . -.-> 

Progress of msstw ctf tbBfciM*W»a-world, whcf Aspired 

'the work. ^ tesetiSiiai Dawnniaeiiti «f ;jthe ^foriesjo^ 
his rdgn^'itould employ in the pros ^^ ^tlof ftad. 
^eat work the wealth, 

Lme^ 

r?y^t«»t4nMyigi hy fehkalhiwance dL 
dbovitowo millions five Imndred thousand pounds 
for the construction of the waUs, the porticoes^ 
and the aqueducts.^ The forests that ^ over-; 
shadowed the shores of the Euxine, and the cek-* 


il^TMlwitHiPfihr riipplirrl an incxhausl;jiUil^.^tock . 
of ^Budetials, aeadjtto'be : conveyed, by the comiQr . J 
of a harbour 

of Byzantium.'' A, n^^udfi: of, labourers an4? 


ascertained, we find that, ibewliu^oii^ei^lilttd the jirfat but not jai 
ccadible circninference of abouttwfntjrkfive or thirty miles. Coi!i|ar? 
d'AntriUe Mgtti. de I’Aendemie, tom. zxviii, p. 2StS, with his Despripr 
tion 4’ I’Egypte, p. 201-202., . , .,■ . 

* If we divide Constantinople and Paris, <^ut^,f 4 itares,(d' 90 
Ptendi httset, the former contains 8£0, and ^Jatter jl^trf ihtae 
divisions. - , . .. . ' ' ; 

VnS^^m^ed centenaries or-^xtf thouaendpoun^ weight of gold.. 

An^i^'Co^^p. 11 ; butp|#s 


so^Ik be wonkpi^idjif;^e fcIBh unwspa^ted wl^^dteokte/ 
a mode ^.reckoning, . ,.,, . ,■ . .* 

’ For Uie forests of the^QIack sea, consult Toitf^^ort, LeBre ' 
m, for the marble quarries of Proconnesns, mc Strabo, 1. iiii» 

p. ssa 
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artilicew of the vrork feHAe. 

'<tf‘ tWart^ 


incessant : 
soon 

the skitt^i!^MP^i^' ‘ntiaiberh of h^ io^teeto 
Til ‘rfnr^iT 

(^Fant provinces srei*frth^^lMii(#U3#lllf ili^ 
tttter^^aiiM^’to app<»nt ;professoi%'^H^^|MII^ 
rewards and privileges, to engage iiM#l 
study and jaxujtice of architecture a sufficient 
number <rf ihgenibus yout^, who had received a 
Ubwal education.^ '‘T%e-hnild«%sf of^eneweitjr 
were executed by such*4rtifteers'’as'the rei^'W 
CMiMfIt irtbri ' leoaM’ affinfi ; btft tlK^ were dectf^ 


of the age of Pericles and Alexande^^'i¥'feW*<5‘ 
the genius of Phidias and Lysippus, surpassed in- 
deed tfaeipbwer of a Roman ’emperor; but the 
inum^af i^rdtictjons witteb they beKthequeath^ 



the cities of GiSeecft an^ AsSa’ Were 
their most valuable omdtoents.* The trophies 


p. S^. ■ Ti^ laUctJMRf^M^r^Hhed UMtaatcrials^of tlw tUtteiy 
bnil ^ings of Cyzicns. ^ - <■ t < 

• S^tbe’Codex Cheodoi. leg; 1. Thi« Jaw ii diltd 

In-tbcrear,^^, and was addrealwd 

jmMicUon extended over Africa. 

the vO^ title well deserves to be consulted. 

* Coiwutto<qpolis dedicatur pcene omiuum urbiumnuditate. R^- 

oi^aa. CUMfc ISl. See Codinus, p. 89. The author of tiie An. 
tiqoM^. Coq^ (spud Banduri Imp. Orient, tom. 1, p. 4il% 

en m a toa t e a Boaia, • Skily, Antioch, Athens, and a.lo^ list of oOser 
cities, the provtliqof Qreece and Asia Minor Stay be suppose^ to 
Rave yieldei.^ rielKK booty. 
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i€if <the gi^ 
oS; 4 th^ ai^ poe^t% oS andeitt 

" ■ ■ ‘ - ’ Jid |r^lil{»k ^ 



Edificei. 


^piFe^, 

ttidbt«K9><wiS': 4b^ r wetfsh^tld $ naieli^ 

4lte sottls of Mugo^ andf 4}f D^lBostberies. .: 
Doriiig the siege of Byzantium, the conqueror 



fonNtt;*f«Hhfi(&tqppeare 
of thfidreakr, or rather dliptjed 
ibrat. The two- opposite entrances formM tri- 



jentre of the fqn^.jpiil''^cupied by a lofty 
sSlIflifth, ^dp wMdh* it‘''i#Bi^lated frajgiaieht 
4^CwM iNr f|»e appellation 

This Dolbinn was ereotia4 hih>OF^pedesthi-of wMte 

1; ^ .. ■^ i.jrt....;. ;.!<:• ■>' . 

•_ ^ HittaCnmnd. (b 3th ' ite diseKbCt'liie.ilatiie, ^‘railie^) 

plainly tn4i£a& 

mp tllpicd a mj^ nirfoDate a^ " • ' 

■ J'.‘ esf^.’ Alexuidl'in. *d PaJ^V p. 384. 

Oiiran^ UoMt. 1. f, r. SA Rren Uie last of thon 
confound ih* foruUi Of CbitiHii&flhe wilh the AugrtSiiin, or coon of 
the palace. I am not satisfied a hetbef I have properly disUngoishtd 
yhat belongs to the one and theother. 


09>vm KOKXai KJtfPIEi:. 




EiKHlt-ipB 
in 



w-.. 


marbte vas oomposed'iif ciiAt>. 

teofftiecegiBg ipgfi ijM W )^iteii ;a€<<riM<A ttKaf^nr^ 

thiity4hree 
iir tiie piU^, 

of l»OH*e, *a6^fl>een t^biJ^*f^^tJSI^ 

iM^BgpMn-lrtowti of-'Pbiygti^ 'riiW^I% 
be tbe work of Phidiask The artidf^dM 
represeathddheigod of dajr^ior,* as it was after* 
wtodsherfei^preted, -tteemfchmC<»istaiitme him* 
s^ iuK/r%ld7hase^'i:^e^gli^ 



paces in length, and one 
The space between the two meta or goals was 
filled withtstatoea and obelidcs ; and we.]na 3 iF.s|i|t 
remarit'tf singaliir of 

tha t)u^ twiMi^^iiitn qna 

plWtfilWiirtiiii^iTiiir iiiTflii h 
ported the goldr ^*^"**^ 
of Xerxes, was consecrated in the temple of 

* The most tc^staBb ^aoef}uiit of this column is ^veA 1^'l‘ocedkk 
Description of the T'iast,' ' vol. n, ii, p. 131. But it U stih Ui’ 

nu^ instances perplexed and''48k|llfahctii(x. ' ' 

■ J Ducange Coi^st. 1. i, c. 24, 

3^ The statue of iConstantine of 
thel^^ of Alexis Comhenus. 

' ToeS^i^it (Lettre ;i>) cotnputca the Atmeidan at fom haired 
pa^. geometrical paces of five feet each, if i|is threat 

I tin^ 'i^'jl«pgti>, gboiit fort; more than th| «i^cu»rf 


I' Mesucra Itincraires, p. 

c 3 


• #* 






^i^US GiJWIeS.* 

:roi»e;tiaS'be&n kaig si^ie defaceft 
'it baddi' d£?ihe Turkish! conqueters ; 

ion of AtmeMaa^ 



* 

‘ tte ''throne^ wUence the,4.^M|»eror .viewed 

file Circensian gama^W 

da^le exteat of graiiiid -itpon the banka of the 
PropootiSi ‘bett^eea 'the . Hippodrome 
chttrcb of St. Sofdiia.° We might likewise cele- 



-•liUL 




:c<l on this 
* 


ta moy te ajii 

. .. nninri Od 'Ariaqultat. Coitst.' V^HW 

a^^anit; 1. Hi c, 13. ; l^ Tfi* or^fiauii 'cMi»M»ffata of 
ptQae ill q«e tonple of lM|i^ ni»y be .^rmtd fh>in.iia|>dMus and 
e*w»nia*. S..The^ pagan Zosimus agrees with the three ecclesias- 
tical historiana, Eusel^a, Socrates, and Sozomen, that the sacred or* 
namente of Uic temple of Delphi were removed to Constantinople by 
the order of Constantine ; and among these the. of 

MrdiMi 

Pocock, describe it in the same pl«^ ttAdhaost in the same man- 
ms , tbe diifiereiices between ore occasioned only by the inju- 

TiraifUeh it has sustained fijliai the Turks. Mahomet 11 broke 
the under jnw of one of the serpents with a stroke af bis ba||^ 
aae. Thevcaati I. i,(v IT. > . ‘ 

* The Latin name cocUia wao" iidiq^eil .the Greeks, and very 
fiequoitly occurs in tbe Bymatim fdstc^. Ducange Const. 1, ii, 

' ■ .f* 

i pi^ts which indicate thag![tftoa> 

! pdbM. ■ 1. .’rae staircase, wl^h connected jkilpth the 
! or Atmeidat), 2. A small artificial port oif j^ Propon- 
tis, firom tdience there was aa easy ascent, by a flight df marble stepa. 
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brate tbo b»tbe« the n^e<if chap 

Zeuxippus, after- th^|^]^.|«e^^eiiridied, by the 
mtin^^uyfity With lofty columns, 

diove threes^e, statues of 
fre,^^9^,,%\aate frow thfi.d^^ 


inscribe the, different b 

«®y be sufficient to 
could adorn the dignity of a gTUa|jp^ 
pitd, or .cpntribWte to.tfee benefit or pleasure of 
itsijBUHtero^.tnhabitants^ was contained witlun 
jthe waljsi tff Gonstaptuioi^., jA particulac 

or ,Khpol j(f 


one hundred and fifty-three pltwilr 
two porticoes, five granaries, eight aqueducts or 
reservoirs of water, four- spacious halls for the 
meetings of the senate nr comts of justuae^- fio^- 
teen chui^cli^ fourteen palaces, and four thou- 


which, for th^ 


to the garment of the paiace. 3i The Aueusteuoi was « q^Kious 
chart, one side oT which was occupied by the front of the jialace, and 
another by the ctorAot)^ -Sophia, < 

<> Zetnippus was ah'epi tl ia mf i<! ti l[ iili i ‘ , and^ the baths wiawa^art 
of oW Bysantkmi, The dmad^^jl^pg^ 
has not been felt by Dncange 
Sh 'St^ilua and the palace I but theoOt^ii 
durly ^aces them on the other side of the city, near the harbour. 
For tb^ beauties, see Chron, Paschal, p, 285, and GyUiiw>de By- 
aant. l. ii, ey,7. < Ckrismdorus (see Antiquitat. Coi^ t^vii) cam- 
piHidinscri{iUens.ulocerse fig each of the statues. He^rasalh^iui 
poet in genius a* well as in birth,— 

Bteotupt iacrtisw jurares «re aatum. - ' '• 


Popula- 

tion. 



{f-Us/ 


■jt'j 


the attention ^, 
which succeeded 
^lelhrerti^i^ of -the empire, thej^ip»te and the^ 
idagfediate 

t^h their iHiiutBeraiile'atteBdtmts, had ^ytowed 
their eiBperoi> to the bhiyks'Of tfae-Pn^poBtis^jAhilh 
a'spthibus Tace of ati^n^FS add plebelims was 
left to possess the solitude of the ancient capitalf 
and tij^^ 

am inhahitants* Jp the'CeORSo »f %hi#^ltiB(Ml!^ 

sahh e^^uratiotts' win he reduced to tlMsir ^t 


* See the -NotiUa. Rome onfy reckoned 1780 large bouses, da- 
mts 1 but the word ^ust Have bad a mere di{p>jfi^ 


f Liutprand Legatta aS'IaiiS’ N^ii igjiwjiti^ The m^era 

^letiHWestiMig«l]r,dIattgiitda>d>»''aatiqu!ties of Constantioepics 
We mtj^t excuse the errors tha^urkish or Arabiaa writers; but It 
is somewhat i ast bnithi t ig . that the Greeks, wbn Hf4ig(tfKss H> the 
authentic' mataiahi preserved iu thmsnoi- togURCtv diould 
fiction to truth, and loose traditiofi'tt^i^IMftH history. In •.single 
pa^ xif. Cedinus we maf dateet. tpwlire fB^ordontUe aaistakes;. 
%, ii j | i iW ij iiHaw nC j>W^« .and Nigmi tfd Buniage of their ipi 
trt j bfcn ghttrif Ryaantium: by the Maeedetdahs, (Utm- 

vaJW^g^efi&St j j rti ii .ti a dnud Sewma to Borne, the sjfgjp'jKacf 
which^lifi||Sd from hbtkaUr la.tte baadatina of '’irmutfinniilf. 

: ,e 

* Mantes<}nieu, Grandeur, at Decadence des Bomaiias, c, 17- 
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salue. Brace (tf Constantinople chap: 

ca^>t lra ascr%ed to^ttegeraral increase of man- 
l^d raid of iiiilui^iiilif'mit I liri nliniltril that 
thiarastiieliMlili^'was r^ed attiie escpense 
tiraiarasp|^6#/ci£i^^e9npi|e. - Manyx^lent 

il%re piQbab^ iinyited by-Omlltl^ lilli^ 
fra^ilis^eriMitiytbe fortunate spot wbiHijifciyli « # 
for hr&nwn residence. The invitatioiii«flf 


a master are scarcely to be distinguished from 
aMraBalldBr;^:and'lhe ttierality (rf the emperor ds- 
taased^&mraiy ^and ofaeesM chedieBce He be- 
i!^e#ed ani&>ftrrdraritesr^te^|^ah»es'which Itesl 


lililMWdMiadltlll iir ^iii i p pas i i ef ^sair- 

dignity,'* and ali<'natcd the" dempsn¥s'*f#'flintw 
and Asia, to grant hereditary estates by the easy 
tenure of ^maintaining a house in the capkaV 
But (heee^iiracmaagemeBts^and obligations soea 
became jnipM^ndtts, raid-mra^ ‘gracbially abolisb* 




'■ Themist. Orat. iii, p. 4S, edit. Hardouin. Sozomen, t. il, e« 
3. Zosim. 1. ii, p. 107, Anonym. Valesian, p. 7M. If we ^oulil 
credit Coding' (pt^Q), Constantine builf licbse* fyt the’ scndtoHfili 
the cxiibt model oQtwhgjBefOT palaces,, end gratified tliepi> 
as himself, with the piqiew j^jBi 'ijjgaeable surprise ; but t|u! whole 
story is full of fictions end InWnhna^ ^ . . t , , t* 

' , * ' , , . , r- * - » ^ . s, Mg.' 

- ■'*'¥lie' hw- by which the yoniigef TwafiAnii'-hd <Pd jfep** 43ISi 
aboBdied this tenure, may be found among raw )tieMMi’i^ihllit'en- 
perefi^'^he head of the Theodosian Code, tom. vi, nov. IS. M. de 
Tiilem^/L^i«t, des Enpereurs, tom. iv, p. 371) has evident^ gais- 
the gf Oigse esutes. With a grant from tlie|p^eti^ 

dW i renr' ?, conditlpn .was accepted as a farour yidcfa wc^i^’ 

been Jp^ed ;g baidship, if it bad beo) imposed gpp 
prirgtor'PBgiajtj-. " 


f«AP. tke public revasii^'Wi^Jbe 

^Ht pt^afed iy the prHM:e himself, by hismiuistei^ 
'^'''***l§?d®seufficers.rf^Jtlstke and by the domesittcs of 
Mt& palace. Tlte iltwi<tJ(|eitlthy of the provindlds 
^ill beattaS^ed by the poKr^ol motives of inte* 
rest and. ^aty, of amusement anddSawiosity. A 
third and more numeVotisidas&ltf^lMUhll^^ldll 
insensibly be 

ligiaH lii ii . 4wrti. lafepur, aiwi.'doin: wentorer 

^Inaaa^pfthe 8upartop^aaik& - •.jliflem:than a cen- 
tury^ Constantinqde-disputed.withtRoine its^ 
‘ the pr&eminence of riches and numbers^ . 

piles of buildings, crowded together tvith top 
little regard to health or convenience, scarcely^ 
lowed.tl^ theper^ 

The allotted spuce-of gnnind was inh^ciM^ap 
contain the increasing people; and the additional 
foundations, which, on either side, were advanced 
into the sea, might alone have composed a very 
co ^^ erabLe city.; ^ 

and oil, of com6r .brea^<^&hey or provisions, 
hadalroost exempted the poorest citizens of Rome 
from the necessity of labour. 
of the first Caesars was in semmmeasure imitated 


, ^ Tbe ftsstgas oTZodunls,' of fiun^lost bf Sozomen, aod^ 
to the iocrene of bnBdiiigs and inh^l^uts 
ec^eitod mad connected by Gyllins dv'^bant. 
i: Si&Mdtft jlp^beiies On Pan^r. Antheni.^di|^{>. 290, 

edit. Smwid) describes (be mtdes that were pushed Awards into 
the sea; they consisted of the famous Puzzolan swut, Which hardens 
U the water. 
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by the founder of but hii iibo^ chap. 

raiity, hawevaBitt m^^U^i^Eidteltlii^plauseof the 
pet^ile, has in eai,ig| |itefice«aiife 'of posterity. A 
nation oi 4 i|^i|im^ond con^p(«Nn% mi^t assat 
their faarveshr of AfrKO, whk^ bad 

ill iiii|liHflifiii'iird ^'(Il<illrti'idfc> l||n 1 1 tlf^fatkl it was art- 
fhily contrived by Atigustu.s^'iilil|^>i|taPtliie'enj(^- 



the Romans should 
^of freedcHn. But the prodigality of 
stantine couiduot be excused by miyconsideration 
eath^ of puldic or private interest; and the an> 
offeom naposedupon l^yptRn- 
benefit of :b» new'capitttl; t^<^>9>pb^t6¥ee(t*a 

s at the expence of tl^ 



other reflations of this emperor'arl 


blame, but they are less deserving of notice. 
He divided Constantinople into fourteen regions 
or quarters/ dignified the publk; coundlr-Wfth 


tat. Const, p. 8. It ttppean bjr SacratM, 1. if, c. 
allowances of the city eonsisted of eight myriads of rm, which we 
may either translate with Valesius by the words modii of com, ot 
coBSider as «q;»«niTe of the number of lansas «f bread. ■ - ' 


"* See Cod. Theadoe, L alii and xiv, and Cod. Justinian. Edict, 
xii, tom. ii, p. S4S, cAtt-.^Gcam^ See the beautiful complaint of 
Borne in the poem of CbnidBifr'itiJMs.OUdtHiieo, ser. 46-64. r r" 

, Com subiit par Boma miU»46!rigi^^|lil!UitA 5l?„{5 
... .Squales aurora togas ; .Egyptia rite ; '.li-' ..’ft' -. 

'. ■ Jn partem cessere novam. 

” 'tim- rt^ons of Constantinople are mentioned in the cxide of 
Justinian; amd particularly described in the Notitia of the yebnger 
l^^codosius; but as the four last of them are not included within 
wsD,^ ConstaoUae, it may be doubted whether *!>»« ^vision of tlMt 
rity sh(»dd b* rttered to the founder. . f;- 


^i9IWi^m!lW^g|?es of 'il^RSiai^.’ besstoti^ 

«f > Cc^njgthe firstinad 

iig»»^f»^ttfie4i d«il if lt^ Roine. TM 

andae* 

svp^mdcj, whicb /p^dae to he# 

ag^!%o 1(11 i 1 i| iiifr nnd tf> Wftffifffid^ 


iht a f«IW‘ OPy r4e«€if«#ag. to aihsth^ 

in, a.fow linha^^K lm£. this :«3ctca(»di(^^ 


* SeAatuiQ constituU ^eeundi ordinis; claros vocavit. Anonyxu 
Valesian. p. 71. Cidrttf*?«£» 

«f(Aac.^,«<>n»Nhp;v-^ itif^ 

tiie Abbe de la iBluttme .( Vic de Jovicn,. tom. ii, p, 371) haa ahca-n 
tIiMAiki^BiIee6iitdiioi'i|laie to Coddfabtinbple.' Kti^'tVe not 
read , instead of the celebrated name of B»r«»r«/f the obscure but 
more piobable word Bisanthe or Rhcedestus, now Rhodosto, 

was a small maritinifc ehy of Thrace. See Stephan. Bya. ^ Orbibus, 
apid Cellar.' Gec^ph.--tam. i, p. M9. ■ -• ., '‘'■ 

pr 8f0) la ^ 

what tbe Jus ttaliemn emBti ililMillf^wjPffe ibeedom oF the city 
hod b^ coraoiiiByMdd tb the 'wlHile empire.' 

'■ JaHwi (Orat. i* p» 8) ceitbrates Constantinepte’ im not less n^td 
rior to aB other cities, tban she was inferior tel HWbb itself. His 
learned commentator (Spanhein»,jp, 7i)in^|fijUle8 this 'language 
by several parallel and contmnponip'iBdm&^i . 2iosimus, ‘as well as 
SocratM and Sozomen, fiouriais^ aftef tli«-ll{*nSm oftiie empire be- 
tm^.thrcii^|^^bdf^49UMilo«us, wUchesbaM^hed a perfect eoM^ 

^^i^s isi'affiriSas, '^"the foun^Ks of 

Consmmsfcipflo were hud id tbe-jearoF the world S^j^b. 389>; 
on the 38tb of September, and that Oie city was dedied^ the liA 
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gence sitifil gh &P. 

rotey *of the -fanadlny^tl^gKciSBMhed i» so hasty 
and iBtphrfi^^ r ^ *>»« succeeds 

isg;Cei^iKtf|i(iMw%eri))ii^eFV!sdjj^th difficulty 

hdejte tdh^y^- 

fo^pared to 

iC^Oiinmif rri*^ **T — " '^"“"■'‘*iii|r*^^nt^^ 

Aa^liis'meHMtfahtc i'estivul oiuyt^silybo sup|XMjif^ 
but th^re,is ooe fatoiunstaoKe of a uiQre sipgtdar 
apd pennah$9jr:pftttMre«:whlcb!<m|^t' uot entirely 
to. be ererlphk^dy'; : A# <rfteu «Si ikb bi^it-daijstof 
toe city . tdtujni^dk the»at«^)t&f;€i9f .C0Q#ffi>tol% 
&ll)ii$d^byiffi%«i^, beatotg 


: 7 K 7 .W.V. 


the place, was erected on a tnhflr^aiNtriato^Eite 
guards, oarrying white tapers, and clothed in 
their richest apparel, accompanied . the solemn 
jnnitoBtonKas it .mewed torou^- toe Hipp<MjiMKa& 




e coDoeita these dste* sria -'ltrat^a 


of Codinus is'bf tl* 
appear insufficient. The term of ten years is given us by JuliaM 
(Orftt.i, pw 8)i and S{)anheim laboun to estaUish the tfbth of it 
<p. 6S-TS) I iy'-8id h^ ef two 'p«si«ged ftmlf ''V1ie(ystiH» -0tM, 
iv, p. 58) and Philostcrgius (1. ii, c. 9), which form a- period 
from the year 32* ttf Modern iitnics are diviaSd don* 

cemihgtMs point of «mt«un» 

«aiyneeiu«t)(dy diaeussed’-liy TKMiwto^Mi^.idii^Wpipjiin^Hlw 
in'Ji>6l8-^& 1 - 

■‘*<WieBiisaiu, 0*at. iif, p. *7. Zosifn. "i. H, Ito'' ^onstam 
tinhiiilMielf, hi one Of his taws (Cod. Trtieod. 1. jcvVtit i), betri^ hi* 
impatiiAdllr ' •- 

Cedreiite^and ZohaiOs,' faithfuf to the inode of sfiperstiAil 
•Will prevaiMi'% their own times, nssufe us tiurt ConstanUlti^d*' 
w« ri«8*toBte4*#*lle*ifgin Mother of Cod. » ® 


m 






Wh&^HMua'op^pfmte to the- torond of 

he fr<Mn his. seat, and wito 
^Stefid reverenice iudoted the memorjrof hiapre- 
#ces«ori“i 'At of his dedication^ 

a ddUtaitJof maihle, bet 
stored the title of Second or N^^J^^sie on the 
ehyof Constantine/ 

tinople^ has ptovi[tidt^>hver 
thct;. .aid4iftik‘ 

tpdd«,^«tdt:pei|ieiuates the teife autorate^ 
> The foundation of « new ett^at^ls lkturalty 
connected with the establishment oflfitKw fona 
<*f>€ivil«id miMtaiy administrations ThO'diStiDCt 
^ew iof the complicated sjrstem< of ^hcy, inttnl 
duced by Dtocletian, improvech by Comstantine, 


Foiin ol 
jovern- 
ffient. 


" I I ,M ,-■ t 

wayte fourri So, llic 
fmnni arirf the other Yi^eniki of Cfttiirfaniino^ who are offendMwOT 
*if papism, wWchgfjea* ftinrorthy/dfa ChrirtHm ^nefe- fia4 
a rf^t to consider it as doubtful j but they were not authorised to 
♦mit the mention of it , 

Sozomen, 1, ii, c. 2. Ducange c. p. i. i, c. 6. Velut ii»i(is 
Homae fiiiain, is the yapressioa of AugU);^ftd^(5ifri|j^j,,^pi^^ ■», 



L.i, c. S. The name of on i^e !in^^ of 

CoBstanUne. ■ , . , 

• the lively FonteneUe (Dialogues dcs Mo!rlr, x»)) affect^ , fa? 
deride the vanity of human ambition^ and ill 

disappointment of Constantine, whose is npw hwt Ih 

the vulgar appellation of Istambol, • Tatkish eorruptioa Of >i«. t». 
>et the otigiBal name isstifhipresnn^ 1, By the nations of 
Gr^s. ii hy^Araht, whose ; 

^Ktt^-irv^^be wide exiejttt of their conquests 
***^®^5^ ItthBoihe^us Orientale, 

*•, ^ % Sitnid IftlAs. and by the emperor J|£elf ii, 
his public mandates. Caotanir's History of the OtimMi empires 
'5l» 
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and completed hiR successors, may chap. 

not only amose 'tiie fm^^l^.itl^fsingular picture 
(^ a great empir|,l^g^iHU 'te)id '.to illustrate the 
secret aiyy^ti||||iliemi8es of its r^d decay. In 
thepursi^^^B^ remarkaUeinstitutioa', 

remit times of the Roman pro- 
per inquiry will be in<ihSife^|i||j| 

of about one hundred and thirty ye9^ 
from the accession of Constantine to the publica* 
tioi^ of the .Theodosian. . code f- from which, as 
well aSi from the iVTo^ia erf* the east and west,*^ 
wojderive the nmst copi<n»;.i^»l^.a«tthenbb:mfar> 
iihli|l|k|^^fbe' stated sariety. 


6f the narrative ; but the interfnp lH W H^lfe li^iBi^ 
sured only by those readers who are insensible to 
the importance of laws and manners, while they 
peruse, with .eager curiosity,, the transiesili ria-. 
trjgues of. aicourt, or the accidental event ;of » 

The manly pti4fe <>f the Rof^^ JHierarchy 

substantial power, had left to the vanity of thcstatt* 
East the forms and ceretnonies of ostaitatiima 


» Tha Theodosian code ew«-twil>wHa»|<it See t1« Pro* 

Itgoraraa otOode&oy, c. i, p. 1«&«. A, ■ J ,^.^5 

* fmaiaim, in his elaborate i nniiri[li<ii|" ftlatlle, M. (hi Itit 
taia* dote almost similar to that of the Tiieaiieihafti^i^^at Us 
proofs, opr rather conjectures, are extremely feeble. I should be 
rather in^aecl to place this useful work between the final division of 
the empire (a. *, 39S), and the successful invasion of Oanl by tho 
BarllMians (a. See Histoire des Anciens Peuples de PEuropt^ 

lom, vii, p, 40. - \ 



CVAT. when they lost 

.i)^bo^m^;tii09e virtues wlwh were-derived from 
freedom t^e simplicity of Roman 
H^oyaers was ii»eij j|j^j ji^| p^ pted by the statcdy 
oiectntion of^; eodifts' of Asm,. The distinc- 
thms of personal merit and influence, so conspicu> 
OBs in a republic, so feeble 
monarchy, vr&cp . j^toihired by^e despotislhinw^ 
em{ieropi,;;.wHD a}j^|iMtfe3 severe 

njp b jlB^ and,jqdg^>«ihMn the titled 

.wiho were sesteibon the stqpp Of the tiirone, 
td tlie meanest mstruments of arbitrary power. 



si^ it is frequently «iyiw>l^ 
merited with the most scrupulous exactness, and 
its'digaity Was displayed in a v»iety of trifling 
and solemn ceremonies, which it was a study to 
le^y^ a saqril^ to neglect.? v^ii^^Mrity 


in the intercourse of pridMOtf &ttery, a profusion 


« SclHcrtextetme wperbie? sueto, non ionwt-pSpttCoia^i^. 
haps mttrm) ; apud quos vis imperii 

Tacit. Annal. xw, 31. The gradatiog fiiam (he style .ef Trcedafn and 
e^plictijr, to that of fonn aed aerrltiide, My be traced in the 
eCJ3b|y, aad o( SyiNSliatawi • 

. * Thu Mqi^pir.GMian, after caaSi|olng a latr of precedeBa^n* 
H^by Vefatejiiw, Ike firtJter 'rf bis thus 

^qas^tur indeUitra aibi locum usurpaverit, nulla a^Soratiam 
defeOdat; aitque plane taarilegH ecus, qui A'cisa prtec^lb beglexnStt 
Cod. Theod. L ei, tit. v, leg. t, 
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of epithets, which Tuify #oiild scarcely have un- chap. 
derstood, and which Ai^stus would have re- 
jected with indignaiiiSa. The principal officers 
of the empirwil^f^ saluted, even by the sovereign 
himself, iiittWhe deceitful titles of your Sincerity ^ 

Eminenci/^ 

yoUr sublime and wonderful il- 

lustriomwetinagnijiceni Highness* 
of^Sterits of their office were curiously emblazon- 
ed with such emblems as were best adapted to 
explain its nature and high dignity ; the image 
or portrait of the reigning emperors; a triumphal 
car ; the boqk of mandates placed on a table; 
c(*N»ed‘with a rich carpet; and illumin^ed by 

ces which they governed ; or the app^faf^^'ffitJ'd 
standards of the troops whom they commanded. 

Some of these official ensigns were really exhi- 
bited in their hall of audience ; others preceded 
their pompous march whenever they appeared in 
publk;.«n^e<!^^ their deiEK^DBP' 

our, their dress, their ofnSi^lits, and tKehrlilM', 
was calculated to inspire a deep reverence for 
the representatives of supreme majesty. By U 
philosophic observer, the system of the Roman 
government might baveh^eB raistakenfora spler- 
did theatre, filled with playe»^offeyery eharad^n*' 
and degree, who repeated the iang&t^^ Slid hUi- 
lated the passions of their original model.^ 

* Consult the Notitia Dignitatum, at the end of the Theodosian 
eode, torn, vl, p. 316. 

^ Pancirolus ad Notitiam utriusque imperii, p. 39. But his cx* 
planations are obscure, and he does not sudiciently distipguiiib lb* 
painted emblems from th« effective ensigns of office. 

VOL. in. 
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e_«AP. All magistrates of sufficient importance 
t& find a pdace in the general state of the era- 
Thiee jfegj Wci’e accurately, divided into three classes, 
honour.^ I, the Illicstrious ; ■ Spectahiles, or Re- 

spectable ; and . 3,; the Clarissimi, whom we 
may translate by the word honourable. In the 
times of Roman simplicity* •* the l^st^m^i^ed 
epithet was used pniy'as a vague expression of de- 
ference* till l^fiffl»at len^ thej^jj^ar and 
i^r^riated ^ie of all who wme-membei^af 
senate,* and consequently of all who, from that 
venerable body, w'ere selected to govern the pro- 
vinces. The vanity of those who, from their rank 
and office, mightclaim a superior distinction above 
the rest of the senatorial order, was long after- 
wards pr4u|g^d.»p}'h^,^.Oja^..^ of Re- 

the t%le of /22u£lno?w was always 
reserved to some eminent persoaages,"i^^%f|e 
obeyed or reverenced by the two subordinate 
classes. It was communicated only, i, To the 
consuls and patriciaril ; n, To the prajtorian prae- 
fects, with the prsefects of Rome aod Constan- 
tim^ i'ttt, iVtiteiiiasteFS-geiefeii^^'^&em^ 
ry and the infantry ; and,: rt. To the seven mi- 
nisters of the palace, who exercised their sacred 
functions about the person of the emperor.'* 
Among those illustrious ma^strates who were 
.esteemed co-ordinate with each other, the seniori- 

* In the Paadecti, which may be referred to the reigns of the ite- 
tonhiu, ClariuimmH the ordinary and legal title of a senathf. 

•* Pancirol. p. 18-17. 1 have not taken any notice rf the two 
inferior ranks, Peifectistimtu and Egregius, which were given to 
many persons who were not raised to the senatorial dignity. 
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. ty of appointment gave place to the union of d%-, chap. 
nities.* By the expedient erf honorary codicils, 
the emperors, fond of multiplying their " 

favours,, sometimes gratify the vanity, 

thougb«wotfthe ambition, of impatient courtiers.'^ 

, 9 ^ as were the first The con- 

magistrates of a free state, they^eHvedthetr right 
to power from the choice of the peoples s - iAs toig, 
as the emperors condescended to disguise the ser- 
vitude which they imposed, the consuls were still 
elected by the real or apparent suffrage of the se- 
nate. From the reign (rf Diocletian even these 
vestiges of liberty were abolished, «nd the suc- 
candidates who < were invested with the 

plore the humiliating condition of thefr ptedeces- 
sors. The Scipios and the Catos had been re- 
duced to solicit the votes of plebeians, to pass 
through the tedious and expen^ve forms of a po- 
pular election, and to expose their dignity to the 
shame irfa {mblic,refusal;.,while their own haf^mr 
fate had reserved them fiw an age and g'OVftm- 
meut in which the rewards of virtue were assign- 
ed by the unerring wisdom of a gracious sove- 
reign.’ In the epistles which the emperor ad- 
dressed to the two etmnds elect, it was declared, 

’V_ J - . - V ■ 

. r . i /.-• • 

} Cod. Theodos. 1. vi, tit. vi. The rules vf-ptmeibifef.mt asesr- 
tained with the most minute accuracy by the emperors, and iUus- 
trated with equal prolixity by their learned interpreter. 

^ Cod. Theodos. 1. vi, tit. xxii. 

• Ausonius (in Gratiarum Action*) basely expatiates On this un- 
worthy topic, which is managed by Mamertinus (Paaegyr. Vet. xi, 

16-19) with somewhat more freedom and ingenuity. 
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that they wei^ created by his sole authority,® 
Thekf Mines and portraits, engraved on gilt' 
tabls*S «f ivory, were, dispersed over the empire 
as. presents to the {Mrorira^, the cities, the ma- 
gistrates, the senate, and the people.'* ^ Their 
solemn inauguration was performed, at the place 
of the imperial residence; and during tn period 
of one hundred and- twen^f ye^s, Rome was 
constaMly deprived ,an- 

ciip&^ffiagistrates.'*' On the morning the ^Mt 
of .January, the consuls assumed the ensigns of 
their dignity. Their dress was a robe of pur- 
ple, embroidered in silk and gold, and some- 
times ornamented with costly gems.** On this 


“ Cum de consulibus in annum creandis, solus mecum voluta- 

.rem te gonaulenj e( pribrem nun* 

Taf Sw expreadons: annoyed by the emperor Gra* 

..V — r.-?-!-.'.:- . 


cimvl 


preixptor the poet Ausoulus. 

■ Immanesqiie ...... dentes ■ 

Qui sect! ferro in tabulas auroque roicantes, 

Ihscripti nitilum ooelato consule nomen 
Per proceres et vulgus eant. 

Claud, in ii Cons. Stilichon. 45S. 


Hontfaufon has represented some of these tablets or,dy)9tics; see 

Supplement a i’Antiquitd.eXpUquie, tom. iii, p. ' 


Faflanteus apex : agnoscunt re|^ eondet’ 

Auditas quondam proarls: desuetaque cingit 
Regius auratl's Fora fascihos IJlpia lictor. 

Claudian in vi Cons. Hohorii, 8431;'' 
From the reign of Caros to the sixth consulship of Honorius, there 
. was an interval of one hundred and twenty yeare, during which the 
emperors were always absent fiVB Rame'on the fifst day of January. 
See Uie Chromflogie de Hlfeinont, tote Hi, !▼, & r. 

* See Cttad^inCoiii Protx et Olybrlt 176, &c. ; and in iv C^l.’ 

£85, &«,( thoi^ in the latter ft is not easy to sepoite the 
orhttiraits of the emfiBtiii Stem those of the consul. Ainamius re- 
ceived, frun the liberality of -Ciatian, a vatis pabaata, or robe 
«)f state, in which the figure ef the emperor Constantins was em- 
liroidcred. 
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solemn occasion they #ere attended bj the chap. 
most eminent officiaP#^'6f the state and army, 
in the habit ; arid the useless fasces, 

armed once formidable axes, were 

borne them by the lictors.^ 'fhe pro- 

ri’"{o the forum. 


or principal square of the ;"#fi6re thfe 

consuls a^nded their tribunal, and seated 
selves in the curule chairs, which were framed 
after the fadiion of ancient times. They imme- 
diately exercised an act of jurisdiction, by the 
manumission of a slave, who was brought before 
them for that purpose ; and the ceremony was in- 


-to represent the celebrated action of the 
eMeri ap|^^he"coh- 

sulship, when he admitted among his fefioW-citi- 
zens the faithful Vindex, who had revealed the 


couspirafy of the Tarquins.’ The public festival 
was continued during several days in all the prin- 
cipal cities; in Rome, from custom; in Constanti- 

' ' ' - CfoU. . _ . » , » ' 

' Cernia et arraorum proccMa I«^inqu« potentM : 


% 


Patricios sumunt habitus ; et more Gabino 
Discolor incedit legio, positisque parumper 
pellomm signis, sequitur vcxiUa Qnirioi. 

Lictori ceduat aqoSa, ridetque togatus 
Miles, et in meAlia dhtaOjeuria castris. 

Oai^U*!i'’C^''HAMiii, Sr 
I ... itrrctojjneprocol ^ 

In Cots. 

’ See Valesius ad Ammian. Maroellin. L kxil, c, T. ' 

' Auspice mox Isto sonuit clamore tribunal; 

Te fastos ineunte quater ; solemnia ludit 
Omnia libertas : deductum vindice morem 
Dex servat, famulasque jugo laxatis htrili. 

Dudtur, et giato remeat securior ictu. 

Claudiau in iv Cons. Honorii, Vll. * 
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CHAP, nopleifrdni imitation; in Carth^e^ Antioch, ^!»d 
Alexsn&ia, from tbfe love of pleasure and the 
stiqperfluity of wealth.? - In the two capitals of 
the empire the animal '^ames of the theatre, the 
cwcus, and the amphitheatre,P cost four thousand 
pounds of gold, (about) one hundred and sixty 
thousand pounds steriiiig : -and if so an 

expence surpassed the facul^s. dp. the inclina- 
tum.Qi dim magkij»^1dmmselTies, fhia ssm was 
6ii^|!|di^ from the^hrtpBrial: treasmy/i As sc^ 
as the conmTs had discharged these customary 
duties, they were at liberty to retire into the 
shade of private life, and to enjoy, during the re- 
mainder of the year, the undisturbed contempla- 
tion of their own greatness. They no longer pre- 
sided i»|he]mti«ud! 0 amsctlHt^th^ exe- 

rcscddtioiis of peace or w^::;^.Xheir 
abiliti^ (unless they were employed ef* 

feet^ offices) were of little moment; and their 
names served only as the legal date of the year 
in which they had filled the chair of Marius and 
of Ciceco. Yetit wns atitll felt and m^newledged, 
in the last period B^bthah seryitiiiK'jf iffiat this 
empty name might he 'Compttred, and even pre- 


‘ Celebrant quidezn (Kd^mnes istos dies. Ojitines ubique urbes qax 
sub legibus agunt ; et Roma de more, et Con^antinopolis de imita- 
tione, et Antiochia pro luxu,<et^i^nc^ Cartbago, et domus fluminitr 
Alexandria, sed Treyiri Principis .benefido. . Ausonius in Grat. 
Actione. - , . 

^^^wdiaa (in Conai. 5i^,,Tlie^ori. 279-^1) describes, Sn 
a Ri^^and fasenU tljie y^bus games of the circns, the 

theatre, and the amphithet^tie, exhibited by the new consol. The 
sanguinary combats of gladjjrtpEs.had already been prohibited. 

Procopius in Hii;t.,Afcana, c. 26. 
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ferred, to the possesskm jof, substantial power, chap. 
The title of consul was stUlthe most splendid oh- 
ject of ambition, l^# 0 blest reward of virtue and 
loyalty. Th^ jgpipCTors themselves, who disdained 
the fainij^^^dow of the republic, were conscious 
tb^ J tb^tacqmged splendour and 

majesty as often as they assumed«tihe fflomal ho- 
nours of- the consular dignity.* - - , 

The proudest and most perfect separatiOT^^^tri. 
which can be found in any age or country, be- 
tween the nobles and the people, is perhaps that 
of the patricians and the plebeians, as it was es- 
tablished in the first age of- the Roman republic. 
Wehitb sod honours, the offices of tiie state, and 



ly possessed by the former ; who, presetv®^ the 
purity of their blood with the most insulting jea- 
lousy,^ held tlieir clients in a condition of specious 
vassalage. But these distinctions, sO incompat- 
ible with the spirit of a free people, were r«nov- 


ed, after* Jtmg strUggle,;^^ the 

forts of the tribunes. The faiost attive' and 18®;- 


cessful of the plebeians accumulated wealth, as- 


^ In Consulatu honos siiie labore suscipitur. (Mamertin in PCtie- 
gyr. Vet. xi, 2.) This exalte* idea of the consulship it borrowed 
from an oration (iii, p. 107) phiaaaa^ ly Julian in the servBe 
court of ConstantiuB. See the AbW *a>1i^-iH6lerie He 

I'Aeademie, tom. xxiv, p. 289), who deli^iMP 
of the old constitution, and who sometimes finds them in his copious 
fancy. 

t Intermarriages between the patricians and plebeians veert pro- 
hibited by the laws of the xn tables ; and the uniform operations 
of human nature may attest that the custom survived the law. See 
ilft Livy (iv, 1-6), the pride of family urged by the consul, and the 
tights of mankind asserted by the tribune Canuleius. 
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CHAP. pir6d tohenours, deserved triumphs, contracted 
aniaiK%s, and, after some generations, assumed 
rij^pfride of ancient nobility/ The patrician fa- 
ncies, on the otb^-thted, whose original number 
Was never recruited till the end of the common- 


wealth, either failed in the ordinary; course of na- 
ture, or were extinguished in so many ^reign 
and domestic w^, or, thrpiigb a want of merit 
or fortune r^hasej)^^laingled.wi%^^jmass of 
thielpeeple.* ^ ISjiy few renudned'r'n^o could:^- 
ri^e tiidf'pure and genuine origin from the in- 
fancy of the city^ or even from that of the repub- 
lic, when Caesar and Augustus, Claudius and 
Vespasian, created from the body of the senate a 
competent number of new patrician families, in 


the hope pA^y^|^^a^i|^pr iMa.«rA»rr.^hit'h ^aS StUl 


L,J5jat.Ahese 
a^ifidal supplies (in which the reigning' 


animated pictures drawn by Sallust, in the Ju^urthine 
war, of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtuous MetcIluSf 
who was unable to brook the idea that the honour of the consulship 
should be bestowed on the obscure merit of his (c. 

were confounded among iHe plebeians o/T#<wS^ feicfffom th^ etymo- 
logy of their name of CaciUus^ ^ reason to believe that those 

haughty nobles derived tbeh*- origin from a sutler. 

* In the year of Rome 800, very few remained, not.qnly of the old 
patrician families, but even of those which had been cheated by C^rsar 
and Augustus. (Tacit. Annal. xi, The family of Scaurus (a 

branch of the patrician dSmilii) was deg^ded so lovv that his father,, 
who exercised the trade of a charcoal merchant, left him only ten 
slavey and smnewhat less than three hundred pounds sterling. 
len^^aximsM, n. 11, ,4“*'®** Victor in ScaurQ.^-'The 

saved from o^ylon by the merit of the son* . ^ 

^ Tadt. Aonal. xi, Dion Cassias, I. iii, p. 603. Tl^ virtues 
of Agricola, who was created a patrician by the empercflr Vespasian, 

rejected 
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was always included) Were- fapidly swept away chap. 
by the rage of tyrant^ -frequent revolutions, 
by the change of^aitBHIeTs, and by the intermix- 
ture of iiiiljffiMf*^ Little more was left when 
Constai|]|ji|Mi^&eeRded the throne, than a vague 

patricians had 

Once been the first of the RoHttaiaii4> a 

body; nobles, whose influence 
white’ it secures the authority of the monaTch, 
would have been very inconsistent with the cha- 
racter and policy of Constantine ; but had he 
seriously entertained such a design, it might 
have exceeded the measure of his power to rati- 
^r^i^ifta-arbitrary edict, an institution which 

lie revived, indeed, the title of 
he revived it as a personal, not as an hereditary 
distinction. They yielded only to the transient 
superiority of the annual consuls ; but they en- 
joyed the pre-eminence over all the gredhUffi- 
cers with 1 the^i^h v£uniliar ac^lli to 

the person of the prince. 

was bestowed on them for life ; and as they 
were usually favourites, and ministers who had 
grown old in the imperial court, the true etymo- 

reflected henour on that anciaff ariaij bat if 

any claim heyoad an equestrian nobility.' 

” This failure n^ould have been almost impossible, If it were true, 
as Casaubon compels Aurelius Victor to atSrm (ad Sueton. in Caesar, 
c. 42. See Hist. August, p. 203, and Casaubon Comment. pv;i^0), 
that V'cspasian created at once a thousand patrician families. 
this extravagant number is too much even for the whole senatorU 
order, unless we should include all the Roman knightswho were di»» 
iinguished by the pemisaon of wearing the laticlave, 
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CHAK of thte word was perverted by i^waoc 
xvu. and flattery ; and the patricians of Constantine 
w^, reverenced as the adopted fathers of the 
emperor and the re^^c.^ . 

The prteto- II. Thc fortuses of the praetorian praefects 
W'ere essentially different from those of the con., 
suls and patricians. The latter saw t|^,.an£ient 
greatness ev^orate in a yain^titl?- The former, 
rising by degree ^<pa^|h^Vn>P«t ;^^9bie.condi- 
tk^ were invest^' with the erwl and miliStary 
a^haistratioa of the Roman world. From the 
re^ of Severus to that of Diocletian, the guards 
and the palace, the laws and the finances, the 
armies and the provinces, were entrusted to their 
superintending care ; and, like tlie vizirs of the 
East, they heldjsy;i^,^^Jtf^Bdi^ and with 
a^ir^^of the empirewJCJie am- 
of the prefects, always formybahle,>mMl 
sometimes fatal, to the masters whom theyseiwed, 
wai'^pported by the strength of the praetorian 
bands ; but after those haughty troops had been 
weakened by Dioqletian, and finally ^ip^essed 
bjtlCeastantint^.tlie'ftaefeet^ vb(^aulM»eii then- 
fall, were reduced without d^Bknlty to the station 
of useful and obedient ministers. When they 
were no longer responsible for the safety of the 
emperor’s person, they resigned the jurisdiction 
which they had hitherto dmmed and exercised 
over all the departments of the palace. Th^ 
demived bvConstaB^ine of all militarycdm- 
tniS, as soon as they had ceased to lead into the 


® Zosimu?, L iij p. 118 ; and Godflfray ad Cod. Theodos. 1. vi, tit. vi. 
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field, under their immediate' orders, the flower of 
the Roman troops ; and at length, by a singular 
revolution, the capt^iasof the gum'ds were trans- 
formed magistrates of the provinces. 

According(ike!the plan of government instituted 
by the : hoi each their 

praetorian praefect ; and, after tkie-iBcmare^ was 
once more united in the person of Constantinei 1^ 
still continued to create the same number of fowr 
pnefects, and entrusted to their care the same 
provinces which they already administered. l,The 
praefect of the East stretched his ample ju- 
risdiction into the three parts of the globe which 
wc^u^Jeet to the Romans, from the cataracts 
of the-Niier thtto Pteisi^ mid.fnM- 

the mountains of Thrace to the froriUhrS'Of-Perr 
sia ; 2, The important provinces of Pannonia, 
Dacia, Macedonia, and Greece, once acknow- 
ledged the authority of the praefect of Illyric^at^ 
3, The power of the^raefect of Italy was not cdh- 
iined to the. eountryr from he dadv^lSilr' 

title ; it extended ovct the addlBi^nll t fe rri t^ rf - 
Rh«tia as far as the banks of the Danube, over 
the depend«it islands of the Mediterranean, and 
over that part of ^e continent of Africa which 
lies between the cmifib^ of Gyrene and those of 
Tingitania : 4, The praefect aS Gauls 
prehended under that plural denlidmi^^iiat 
kindred provinces of Britain and Spain, and his 
authority was obeyed from the wall of Antoni- 
nus to the foot of mount Atlas.* 

• Zosimus, I. ii, p. 109-110. If wc had not fortunately pos- 
sessed this ‘ atisfactory account of the division of the power and pw- 

vincea 
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CHAP. After the praetorian praefects had been dismiss^ 
ed fiioni all military command, the civil functions 
tl^nch they were ordained to exercise over so 
' many subject nati«^ were adequate to the am- 
bition and abilities of the most consummate mi- 
nisters. To their wisdom was committed the su- 



preme administration of justice and (rf the fir 
nances, the two objects ^ state of peace, 

comprehend ahqoni^^i^^^^ ^^p^^e^duties of 
Ihe' smrereigtt' and of the people '; if the ifbriner, 
"td prfet^ the citizens who are obedient to the 
laws ; of the latter, to contribute the share of 
their property which is required for the expences 
of the state. The coin, the highways, the posts, 
the granaries, the manufactures, whatever could 


m ter^st t lhe j^^dio moderated by 

^BMiediate representative of the imperial ma^s- 
tj ^th ev were empowered to explain, to enforce, 
'aura bn some occasions to modify, the general 
edicts by their discretionary proclamations. They 
watched over the conduct of the prerinc^ g€- 
ne^i^fim^AaiiSf^inflteted 
punishments on the goiltfv'^l^m all the inferior 
jurisdictions, an appeal in every matter of im- 
portance, either civil or criminal, might be 
brought before the tribunal of the praefect ; but 
Ais sentence was final and absolute ; and the em- 
p^^ th^selves refused to admit any complaints 
Inst the judgment or the integrity of a magif 


Tince* of the prstorian pnefecte, we should frequently have beei^ 
perplexed amid the copious details of the Code, and the circuinstao- 
tial minuteness of the Notitia. 
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Strate whom they honoiaed with such unbound- chap. 

' ed confidence.' His appmAtments were suitable 
to his dignity ;« and^* avarice was his ruling 
passion, he i^ji^esd frequent opportunities of 
collecting harvest of fees, of presents, and 
of,p^fi£^ea. Then^m^i^nperors no longer 
dreaded the ambition of tbelR^pianle^-^they 
were attentive to, counterbalance the ipowenjQ^: 
this great office by the uncertainty and shortiiess 
of its duration.** 

From their superior importance and dignity. The pra- 
Rome and Constantinople were alone excepted 
from the jurisdiction of the prmtorian praefects.eon»tanti- 
Tlur^pun^se size of the city, and the experi-”'^**' 

laws, had furnished the policy- of Atigasbinil^ 
a specious pretence for introducing a new ma- 
gistrate, who alone could restrain a servile and],,.' 
turbulent populace by the strong arm of 


llomani, p. 349), who admits this law as a fundamental principle of 
jurisprudence, compares the praetorian ^sfects to the masters of tlic 
horse of the ancient dictators. Pandect. L i, tit. xi. 


' See a l^^'.P^staotme 
lio provocare, notl einrnras- 
Cbarisiust a lawyer of the time oif Constantine (Heinec/ 



> When Justinian, tn t^.ex^usted condition of the empire, 
instituted a prtetorian praene(„|^ he dtewed him a. salary 

of one hundred pounds of gol£ ,„^id.,JusttnUn, i. i, tit. xzyi^ 

1 ^. 1 . ■ 

^ fw this, and the other dignities of the eeapiiv, ft Hlf be 
ficient fa refer to the ample commentaries of Pancirolus and Code* 
froy, who hare diligently collected and accurately digested injtheir 
pn^r order all the legal and historical materials. From thoi^au., 
ttiors. Dr. Howell (History of the World, vol. ii, p. 24-7T) had d«-' 
4uctd a very distinct abri^ment ef the state of the Roman empire 
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chap, ti'ary. jiweaf,* V^erius Messall^ was appoiated. 
3Evn. tiie gret praefect of Rome, that Ms reputation 
m^t countenance so invidious a measure : but, 
at- the end of- a &W 4ays, that accomplished ci-^ 
lizen‘ resigned his oASce, declaring, with a spi- 
rit worthy of the friend of Brutus, that he found 
himself incapable of exercisiag a power incpna-* 
patible with public freedom.* ^As the sense of 
liberty bhcsane less, ^esqnisifei^ Jhe ^y^tages of 
order were mmie clearly undei^e^ ; and jJhC; 
pr^ect,) who seemed to have been designed 
as, a terror only to slaves and vagrants, was 
permitted to extend his civil and criminal ju- 
risdiction over the equestrian and noble families 
of Rome. The praetors, annually created as, 
the judges of law^^a^ ec^^,. wuld not long dis- 

5 fcrum'wilh a vigor- 

' AnnaL vi, 11. £useb. In Chron. p. 155. Dion Cassius, 

inli^pratian of Mscenas (1. vii, p. 675), describes the prero- 
gativts of the prefect of the city as they were established in his' 
own time. 

‘ The fame of Messalla has been scarcely equal .to his merit. 
In the recommended by Cihn#yo‘tho fiiend- 

sliip of Wrutus. standard oT £11 it was 

broken in the fields of Philippi. He tbe^ tferapted and deserved the 
favour of the most modez^e the conquerors ; and uniformly 
asserted his freedom and dignity in the court of Augustus. The 
triumph' of Messalla was justified by the conquest of Aqnitain. ' As 
an orator, he disputed the palm of eloqueace with Cicero him- 
self. Messalla cultivated every muse, and was the patron of every 
man of genius. He spent hie evenings ia ^losophic conversation 
with Horace ; assumed his place at table between Delta and- Tilmi- 
^hsad^ toisure by encoot^i^ the poetical tateott of 

* Ihdvilem esse potestaiem contestans, says the tran^aol- of Eu- 
sebius. Tacitus expresses the same idea in other words : quasi nes- 
cius exercendi. 
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ous and perm^neiit magistri^, who was usually 
admitted into th? confide^eof tfee prince. Their 
courts were desi»|^.-i^eir jttumber, which had 
once fluct^art^jj^^een twelve and eighteen,” 
was ^ three, and their 

inap^a^ Jww^Olia:^ to the expen- 

sive obligation ? of exhil»ti%;,;^I^Qte»: for the 
amusmerd of the people. After the olgee (d^be 
BcffiOMi consuls had been changed into a vain 
pageant, which was rarely displayed in the ca- 
pital, the prefects assumed their vacant place in 
the senate,, and were spon acknowledged as the 
ordkHuy presidents of that venerable assembly^t 
Tb^-l^eived appals, from the distance of one 

of jurisprudence, that m muhit^palnnidHaia^was 
derived from them alone.“ In the discharge of 
his laborious employment, the governor of Rome 
was assisted by fifteen officers, some of whom had 
been originally his equals, or even his superiors; 
Thf prmeipid dep«rtme|da.^,W^ relative 
command of a nutnerous walcb 'eitaiffilAediaa^^ 

See Lipsius, Excursus D. ad 1 1H>« Tacit. Annal. 

^ Hemeccii Element. Juris Civllis secund. ordinem Pandect, tom. 
p. 70. likewiie .ScBxUieiin de Usu Nutnigmatum, tom. ii* 
dissertat. x, p. 119. la ;]f^.. 4609 Marcian publfehed a law^^ 
that three citizens should he annuity created praetors of Constanli** 
nople by the chmee of the senate, but irtth tbeir erwn emuent. 
Ji^tinian. 1. i, tit. xxxix, k^. 5?. ^ 

® Quidquid igltur intra urbetn admittitor, ad r. u. vldetur per- 
tincre ; sed et siquid intra centesimum miiliarium. Ulpian in Pan- 
dect. L i, tit. xni, n. 1. He proceeds to enumerate the varkms of- 
fices of the prai^t, who, m the code of Justinian (1. i, tit. xjtxix» 
leg. 3), is declared to precede and command dU city magibtrat^ 
^ine injuria ac detrimento honoris aiicni. 
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CHAP- safegttail4 against fires, robberies, and nc^ttteal 
disorders; the custody and distribution of the 
jHdb^ allowance of corn and provisions ; the care 
df the port, of,tbe^aeducts, of the common 
sewers, and of the navigation and bed of the 
Tyber ; the inspection of the markets, the thea- 
tres, and of the private as wdd af j^blic works. 
Their vigilance ^eiMured the ^ree principal' (Ob- 
jects of a regtSar ^(diee g*i8t y« pleiity^ aad clean- 
liness^ fflid .as;sipidbf of the at^ntlbn Of tg^Ovesm- 
Hient.to^-preserve the splendour and ornaments of 
the capital, a particular inspector was appointed 
for the statues ; the guardian, as it were, of that 
inanimate people, which, according to the extra- 
vagant computation of an old writer, was scarce- ■ 
ly infi'rior in number to^tj^living inhabitants of 
Kov^alAhoutHhi^y years after the fpnndation 
.y.(|^t^onstantinople,asimilarmagistfatcwa5Crfe«rted 
’*ih that rising metropolis, for the same uses, and 
with the same powers. A perfect equality was 
established between the dignity of the two muni- 
cipal, and that of the four praetorianj-^tsefects.^ 
ftt the unperi^Jbi^j^i^ ^ere 

Tice-prae- distinguished by the title. ^'j^sjSectable, formed 

fcctS &C ♦ 1 • ^ 

’ ' an intermediate class between the illustrious prae- 
fects and the honourable magistrates of the pro- 
gj. i vinces. In this class the pro-consuls of Asia, 
Achaia, and Africa, claimed a pre-eminence, 

^^fBesides. Qur uii^. guides, we.nuy observe, that Felir Can- 
iS^P||isIus written a separate treatise, De Prtefecto Uit^S and 
that iniuiy curious details concerning the police of Bome and Con- 
stantinople are contained in the fourteenth book of the Theodoeian 
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^ which Was yidded tflf^®#^fetHenibrance .of their chap. 
ancien^ di^ty ; fhwn their triba- 

nal to th^ ahnost the only 

mai^ (tfiMl[MP%<E!ndence.^ But the civil govem- 
meHt. ^i^| |» «m»re was dis^abuted into thlrteen 
' tlqualled the just 

■■•measure of a powcHiil kinfllSt&t' first of 
these dioceses was subject to the of 

■f^M’cdrint of the East ; and we may convey^foBie 
idea of the importance and variety of his functions, 
by observing, that six hundred apparitors, who 
wcmld be styled dt present ei^erieeinetifiries, or 
>derlr$,'Olt ui^eTs; or ni^sengrirs, were employed 

of Augitstal 
Ian 

knight ; but the name was retame3?^anS*^^®^ex- 
traordinary powers which the situation of the 
country, and the temper of the inhabitants,, ^d 
once made indispensible, were ‘still conti^ld to 
the^^^^^r. The elev^’ rein^^^^^^es, 

Dacia, and Panndnih or 'W^psterh TTl^Curri ; of 
Italy and Africa ; of Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; 
w ere governed by twelve vicars, or vice prcpfects* 

' Eunapius of A«io' tnu im^poi^t 

of the prafect ; which must,. hofclWSff: t* aadoMtood «aKtea* 
aMowance } the jurisdiction of the viOBfMifphW i 

tttKsbtimed. Pancirolus, p. 161. ’ . 

' ‘Ac proconsul of Africa bad four hundred apparitors ; and they 
all received large salaries, either from the treasury or the {iovince. 

See Panriri^ je S6, and Cod. Justinian. L xii, tit. Iri, Ivii. 

* In Italy ehwc was likewise the Vicar of Home. It has teen 
much disputed, whether his jurisdiction measured one hundred apiles 
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The go- 
vernors of *1 J • 

the prq~ vailed in wie 

vinces. 


CHArP. explains the aQd< 

of their office. It maybe added, 
e lieutenant-generals of the Roman ar- 
nafej'" the mditrn^Jciipf^ mftd dukes, who will 
bd hereafter mentidflrted, were allowed the rank 
and title of Respectable. 

As the spirit of jealou^ dstdiftaliffla,}^ 
of the^^perors. they prcp- 
ceedqd sub- 

stabcd*^ 'ili'id ' to-'i^kiply the titles - Of powi^. 
'I'he vasfedlihtries Wpieh the Roman compuTors 
had united under the same simple form of admi- 
nistration, were imperceptibly crumbled into 
minute fragments ; till at length the whole em- 
pire was distributed into one hundred and six- - 
topn itf irabimhT-iiPwo’iy'* :an ex- 


k^thiirad'dst&blislimci^. .olil^jyhese, 
jfe ■ were- governed by prncmmh, thirt5r-#iwii 
by coT^nlars, five liy correctors, and stwenty-one 
by ^^sidents. The appellations of these magi- 
strates were different ; they ranked in successive 
order» ensigns (d* their dignity 

cupistances, might be ot agreeable or 
adyantageqps. But they were all (excepting 
only the proconsuls) alike included in the class 
of honourable persons ; and they Were alike en- 
trusted, during the pleasure of. the prince, and 
rm^c the autbmity of the praefects or th^ 
dd||^s. with the a^miBlxtration of justice Ind 
the Sttances in tlteh Respective drstricts* The 


from the City, or whether it stretched over the ten southern pro- 
rinces of Italr. 
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ponderous volumes of and pandects* chap. 

' would furnish ample mi^erialsdor a minute in- 
quiry into tte provincial government, 

as in tlm six centuries it was improved 

by the'yri^^ {d* the Rondaa statesmen and 
lawyp^’^ :it mayi<te;iH||^||^rjf^^ t|^. historimi 
to select two singular and in- 

tended totrestrmn the abuse of autho)dt^^. ^4j 
tWpresefvation of peace and order, the governors 
of the provinces were armed with the sworif of 
justice. They inflicted corporal punishments, and 
they exercised, in capital offences, the power of 
life und death. But they were liot-authorised to 
i|iN^|%^jy^ coodeHMl!^ . criming pith the choice 


of the mildest and most honourable kuidWifesdfc. 


These prerogatives were reserved to the prsefects, 
who alone could impose the heavy fine of fifty 
pounds of gold : their vicegerents were confined 
to the trijlyp^ weight of a few ounces.* 



while it denies the smeller degree of 


was founded on a very rational motive. The 
smaller degree was infinitely more liable to abuse. 
The passions of apcoyincial magistrate might fre- 
quently provoke him Jotp acts of oppression, .. 


^ Among the works of the celebrated ^ 

ten boo^, concerning the office of a proconstd,' in 

the most essential articles were the same as those of an ordinal^ 
governor of a province. 

*, "Jlie presSd^ts, or consulars, could impose only two ounces ; 
the vicei-prsefects#^ tikree 5 the proconsuls, count of the east, andl 
praifect of Egypt, six. See Heineccti Jur. Civil, tom. i, p, , 

Pandect, 1 . ilviii, tit. ji. 8 ^ Cod. Justinian. 1. i, tit.' Uv. 

- 6 . ^ 


‘13367 






xvn. 


|2 : , 

^ AP. ai^^:ted ooly the freedom or the f(wtiiBes of 

i^e gS^eet ; though, i^om a principle of prudence, 
ps of humanity, he might still be terrified 
^ the guilt of intmee^ Wood. It may likewise 
be considered, that exile, considerable fines, or 
the choice of an easy death, relate more particu- 
larly to the rich and the 

the most ex gg wat tetfae or resentment of 

to the sKoe augc^^d 


of the prmtorian praefect. % 
,As it was reaspgW)ly ajqwehended that the inte- 
^ity of the judge might be biassed, if his interest 
was concerned, or his affections were engaged, 
the strictest regulations were established to ex- 

t||e!.gtwerBor or his son from contracting mar- 
riage with a native or an inhabitant ;* or fr(»ll 
purchasing slaves, lands, or houses, within the 
of his^ jprisdictioa.^ No^^^^mding 

; tTt nuUi patrite sus adminlal^ib Mie Aperial) pttoei^ per- 
misso permittatur. Cod. duMiilian. I. i, til. \lr. This law was first 
eAacted li;f the emperor Mare^ lAer the rebellion of Cassius (Dion.^ 
I. Ixxi). The same regulation is observed in .Cl^na, wilii> aquid' 
strictness, and with equal elTect, 

' Pandect. 1. xxiii, tit. ii, n. 38, 57, 83. * 

^ Injure continetur, ne quis in ^miqiWratione constitutus all- 
quid. ComparareC Cod. Theod. 1. vilti ^Hl. xv, leg. 1. This maxiip 
wifi enforced W edicte (see the 

-.iustin. : From t^j^olulfi- 
tioiti' whirh is fihteisfiiS to the meanest offices of governor, 
they except only clothce ami jffiovisions. The purchase within five 
tuirs may be recovered ; after which, on informaUm, it devtdyes fa 
the treasury. 
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tliese rigorous’ precaaticm^'^the emperor Con* chap. 
stantine, after a rwgn-IJf twenty-five years, still 
deplores the Oppressive administration 

of justfce,^?1ij^fetpresses the warmest indigna- 
tion thrt^ti#;^di^e of - the judge, his disp^dich 
his and his final 

sentence, were publicly 

^cers of his court. The 
perhaps the impunity of these crimes, is at- 
tested by the repetition of impotent laws, and 
inefiectual menaces.” 

All the civil magistrates were’ dldwniini^ the The pm- 

|«^e ssion oFttie law. The celebrated institutes [“eiawf 

ter ^ youth of fab 



studyof Roman jurisprudence; and the so-v 
condescends to animate their diligence, by the 
assurance that their skill and ability would in 
time be rewarded by an adequate share in the 
governhd^t of the re|hib|^c.* The rudhneuta of 

sid^erable cities of the East and "V^esi Ifte 
most famous school was that of Berytus,'* on the 


" Cessent rapac^ officialium manus ; ccssent, inquaip ; 

nam si moniti non ce3saT«^t|^.|^bl4Us praecidentur, &c. Cod’. ItKod. 
J. i, tit. vii, leg. 1. Zciiocnaclrf uiat Ml governors should remain in. 
the jirovince, to anst^er any accusatid^ 8fly days nfter the ex^ra, 
tiOB of their power. Cixl. .lii.sliiiinn, I. ii, Ut.*idfa, Itfr. 'll' ' ’ 

' Som^ igitur ope, ct alacri studio has leges nostras accipite ; 
et Vosmatipsos sic eruditos ostendite, ut spes vos pulcherrima fbveat ; 
toto legitimo^tere perfecto, posse etiam^nostram rempublicam In par. 
tibus egus vobls cyedendis gubernari. Justinian, in proetn. Institn- 
tionum. 

'* The ^lendout of the school of Berytus, w hich preserved ip the 
Past the language andgurispudence of the Romans, may be^m^^bd 
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C H A P, coast of fiS^tiicia, which flourished above tSl^e 
XVII. ihe time of Alexander Severus, 

ior, perhaps, of an institution so advan- 
^eous to his native t^tttry. After a regular 
course of education, which lasted five years, the 
stiidents dispersed themselves through the pro- 
vinces, in search of fortune and honotes r nor 
could they inex^M^II^ supply of bu- 
siness by 

tihifm^iftTpiiWty o? laws, of i|ft:s, knd of^ Vii^, 
The bf the praetorian praefect of the East 
could alone furnish employment for one hundred 
and fifty advocates, sixty-four of whom were 
distinguished by peculiar privileges, and two 
were annually chosen, with a salary of sixty 

the trea- 
^'iiikHpf^fheir 
talents',' by appointing ' them td -acf*^ 
casionally as assessors to the magistrates ; from 
thence, they were often raised to preside in the 
tribunals before which they had pleaded. They 
the ^y^mineutof a proyiii^^l^; by 
the*^ aid of^ifiii^t, ^ nepfatatKH^'^ilwI^^ur," they 
ascended,' by successive sti^, to the illustrious 
dignities of the state.® In the practice of the 







4 

1 

f 


% 


to have lasted from the third to the middle of the sixth century. — 
Heinece. Jm. Rom. Hist. p. 3dI-356. 

° As in a former period | have traced the civil and military pro- 
motioB of PerUnax, 1 shall h^ inshrt 'U>e civil honours of MaUtns 
T^doruA li Ae vnu distingtualied ’t^ his defence, whlrte 
as an adeheate >t>. 1^ court of the prMmiao prefect; i% lie 
goverwed one of thf provinces of Africa, either as president or cou- 
sular, andAeserved, by his administration, the honour of a brass 
statue. 3, He was appointed vicar, or vice-prsfect of Macedonia, 
4, Qiiui^tor, 5, Count of the sacred largesse--. 6, Prtetorian prefect 

of 
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1)ar, these men bad conskler^ reason as the in- 
strument of dispute ;,;th<^ interpreted the laws 
according tnti^ppMetes of private interest ; and 
the same:|i|ipttous habits -might still adhere to 
their ^^i^Krters in the-jHiblic administration of 
The^h^nosean^lli^^rai profusion has 
Indeed been vindicated by ^toi^i^ltndkatpdern 
ndv;o($ate8,-^vpho have filled the mniifeAp ^iiBa^p f 
^tetions, with pure integrity and consummate 
wisdom ; but in the decline of Roman jurispru- 
dence, the ordinary promotion of lawyers was 
pr^nant with mischief and di^i^e. , The noble 


Whidi had once been preserve as the sacred 
IS, was fallen into the 



ning rather than with skill, exercised'aTsdifffid'and 
pernicious trade. Some of them procured admit- 
tance into families for the purpose of fomenting 
differences, of encouraging suits, and ofprepar-, 
ing a hamsjt ©f gain for themselves or their bre- 


of the Cauls ; whilst he might yet be represented as a young aaan. 

7. After a retreat, perhaps a disgrace, of many years, which Mal- 
lius (confounded by some critics with the poet Maiiilius, see Fabri- 
cius Bibliothee. ' Latin edit. Ernest, tom. i, c. 18, p. SOI) employed 
in the study of the Grecian philosophy, he was named prsetorian 
prefect of Italy in 397 ^ 8, While he stllj exercised that 

great office, he was creaua, .fti ^ year 390, consul for the West ; 
and his name, on account of the «£ 1;^ coUei^ue, tte 

Eutropius, often stands glone in the hk 408 

Malltus was appointed a second time prtetor&d 'pr^lct' of 'tiJly. 
Even in the vena] panegyric of Claudian, we may discover the merit 
of Malliua Theodorus, who, by a rare felicity, was the intimate 
fiiend both of Symmachus and of S‘. Augustin. See Tillemont, Hist, 
des Emp. tom. v, p. 11X0-1114. 

]1 'l Panegyr. Vet. si, 20. Austeriiis spud riiati^, 


CHAP. 

XVII. 


c thl^ ; reeliise in their cha^^ B^- 

ef legal processors, hy Cwnish- 
cUei^; with subtleties to confound the 
truth, a&d^^^hfail^g^ifioents to colour the 
tt<Mun>B8lafiable pretensi(»as. The splendid and 
popular class was composed of the advocates, 
who filled the forum with the ^ 4^^ i^y - 
gid and Ioquaaa«r»hetori^j ^£ !afeIess of iaine 
and 

p»^.hi|^q^|||^^no- rapacious 

^ough a maste of ex pence, 
of delaf, aiid of disappointment ; froin whence, 
after a tedious series of years, they were at length 
dismissed, when their patience and fortune were 
almost exhausted.® 

The miU- 111, In t 




of the sovereign himself. Ministers of peace and 
war, the distribution of rewards and punishments 
depended on them alone, and they successively 
appeared on the tribunal in the 


<d the Homan legions," ,g^ Jrf||ehee ofthe re, 

« The cuHous passage of Ammianus (i xsx, c. which ^ 

paints the manners of contemporary lawyers, affevSs Ahtrange m^* 
tore of sound sense, false rhetoric, and extnmqpuUliMire. GodeHroy 
(Prolegom. ad Cod. Theod. c. i, p. ISS). supports the historian by 
simQar complaints, and authentic tacts. lit ihelfeurth century, many 
hwe hm laden wiih^linrbe^ Ennapius in 

very the'ifte ,df Agricola, I^Ibcu- 

larly c. ^,21. The lleiiienimt of Braatn was entrusted irith the 
same powers 'which Cicero, proconsul of Cilicia, had exercised in thp 
name uf the senate and people, > 
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vfenue, the auithority of the command of c h a p. 

a military fortsejCOBCi^p^ to fender their power 
supreme and ab a^i^l ii^ and wbeneyer they were 
tempted allegiance, the loyal pro- 

vince wi^^hpy wyolved ip their rebellion was 

pohticai 

state. From the time of OnhMAi|^MNLCeign 
of;j^;^«^|i»|iBe, near ope hundro|%Sf^«lipiS^ 

]^^t be enumerated, who, with various. succe^ 
erected the standard of revolt ; and though the 
innoEeot were too often sacrificed, the guilty 
might fee sometimes prevented^'J^i tfie ^uspcious 
of vdMtr mnster;*. To secure his throne 


tary from the civil administrhtidii r tead- 
blish,as a permanent and professional distinction, 
a practice which had been adopted only as an 
occasional expedient. \The supreme jurisdictian* 
exee^b^hac^^.-pimtorian praef^^tsovar the ar,- 


masters-generai whom 

the cavalry, the other for the injmitry ; and 
though each of these illustrious officers was more 
peculiarly respen^le for the discipline of those 
troops which were immediate ins{^^ 

tion, they both indifiereniy^t^umiBAaded in;^ 
fieh}. the several bodies, 




‘ The Sabos, who has examined with accuracy (see Hist, de 
]» AConarchie f ^^^tse, tom- !> p. 41— 100, edit. 1742) the institu, , 
tiopf of Augnsa^jr^^Bd of Coastantioe, observes, that if Otbo had 
been pul to death the day before he executed his conspiracy, Qt^ 
would DOW appear in history as innocent as Corbulo. 



^xvn*’’ in the same army ‘ IPfaeir 

was soon doubled^ by the division of the 
and West ; and as separate generals of the 
rank and : title., w^le appointed on the four 
important frontiers of the Rhine, of the Upper 
and of the Lower Danube, and of the Euphrates^ 
the defence of the Roman empire wna at leng th 
committed maste^eperal of the caval- 
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dourt of Constantine. A'ffoktbelt was the eh- chap. 

^ XVII 

sigh which distinguished liie of the counts 
and dukes ; and i)@&i^ their pay, they received 
a liberal sufficient to maintain one 

hundred^a^ ninety servants, and one hun- 

were strictly 

prohibited from interfering which 

related to ^ administration of 
vlfflhe ; but the command which they eic&ta^d 
over the troops of their department, was inde- 
pendent of the authority 'of the magistrates. 
Aboutthe same time that ConstamtiiiegRivealegal 
sanction to the.eccli^itdtiealordfSv te instituted in 
tiie- nice balance ^ ^e civil 


sometimes the discord, which reigii’^'*1fee*i^B 
two professions of opposite interests and incom- 
patible manners, was productive of beneficial and 
of pernimous consequences. It was seldoni to be ' ' 
expected tit&general nnd the' civil governor , 

counti*y. While the one delayed to offer the as- 
sistance which the other disdained to solicit, the 
troops ' very frequently remained without orders 
or without supplife8t}sli(B«publk safety was be- 

posed to the fury of the barbarSli&4-:^^#|^s(rkted 
administration, which had been formed by Con- 
stantir^ relaxed the vigour of the state, while it 
secured the tranquillity of the monarch. 

The memory of Constantine has been deserved^®'®*''*' 
ly censured for another innovation which cor-ti-oopi*** 


•A* 




m*P. ru]^^b«|8fey /fiscipline, and prepared tH^ivin 
XVII. — Yhe nineteen yeara which pre^ 


ecjid^^is fine.1 victory over Licinius, had teen a 
.figiM of licenee apddnh^ine war. The rivals 
who^ contended for the possession of the Roman 
wtHrid, had withdrawn the greatest part of their 
forces from the guard of 
and the prt^^^^ties whi^lipvmed the bouif« 
dary i^&|^jl|[ii^i0iHiiiii^^#^'ffiejrah^l^with 
their cxnMtiyinien-dfrtheiF 
iniMil endhiies. After the use of tliese 

fntemal garrisons had ceased with the civil war, 
the conqueror wanted either wisdom or firmness • 
to revive the severe discipline of Diocletian, and 
to suppress a fatal indulgence, which habit had 

and e^en legal disttBclien 
the Iktlatines'^ and the Borderers } thef'troops of 
the'eourt, as they were improperly styled, and the 
troops of the frontier. The former, elevated hy 
the superiority of, their pay and |Krii#giM!Pirare 



cies of war, to occu{^ stat&ms in 

the heart of the ^dvinc^r'The most flourisdiing 
cities vtere oppressed by the intoleraUpwo^ii^ctf 
quarters. The soldiers insennhly Iwfgot the vir- 
tues of their profession, ;%»! pontj^ted only the 


-.S? 




Iff 




Jl 111 . TW Jl^iflCtlon between 



^ ^ ^ . ejfpreseed in the , 

the Ta^ «Bd the liwnht' CtAwU, howerer, the copio^ jwraa'tioff 
pc abstTBct, which Godefroyhas drawn up of the serenth book, da 
He MiJitari. of the Theodosian Code, 1. vii, tit. i, leg. 18. L. Tii|. 

lit. I, le^'. la 
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vices of civil life. They woe either degraded by chap. 

^ " 'XVII 

the industry of mechanic trades, or, enervated by 
the luxury of tot^and theatres. They soon 
became their martial exercises; curious 

in their (h^mid apparel ; and while they inspired 
tenraf^o the sub^teeiHuempir^ they trembled 
at the hostile approach of th^bwi^lBpHa^’' The 
chain cd’ fortifications which Diod^ll^ aefii^feis 
colleagues had extended along the banki^ the 
great rivers, was no longer maintained with the 
same care, or defended with the i^ne vigilance. 

The numbers which still remained nmier the 
name of the troops of the frontier, might be snf- 
the ordmary defence : but their spirit 


they who were exposed to the hanfsh^^iadsidan- 
gers of a perpetual warfare, were rewarded only 
w'ith about two- thirds of the pay and emoluments 
which were lavished on the troops of the court. 
Even An bands or le^cms that were raised the 


w ere in some measure di^^d' 
honour which they were allow ed to assume. It 
was in vain that Constantine repeated the most 
dreadful memcw of fire aiid..sword against the 
borderers who i^eid^dmiie^desert their coloms, 
to ccHinive at the inroad»;ej|.ldileI)»M^Wi$jttr to 


■■ 


“ *teox erat in sues miles et rapax, ignavus vero in hostcs et 
fraetnsiXniiniaii. ,1, joEii, c. 4. He observes that they loved downy 
ani of marble ; and that their cups were heavier than 

feeir swords! 
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crjS?.. p^tidpate-riii the spoil," The mischiefs which 
flow fowaiyudicious counsels are seldom removed 
bjgttofeapplication of partial severities: and though 
siMSjeeding princes laboured to restore the strength 
and numbers of the frontier garrisons, theempire, 
till the last moment of its dissolution, continued 
to languish under the mortal wound which had 
been so rashly weakly inflicted by the hand of 

Const^g^^v:^,'-_ 

Beduction of dividia^ whatev^ is 

i’4^ unite^^lli^^^g li^tever is eminent, of dread- 
ing every active power, and of expecting that the 
most feeble will prove the most obedient, seems 
to pervade the institutions of several princes, and 
particularly those of Constantine. The martial 
pride of the legions, h hq&cvviptorious camps had 

rebelliont. ^W 08 .nou- 
rhilied by .the memoiy of their fust expldU5,-.tt(i|| 
the consciousness of their actual strength. As 
long as they maintained their ancient establish- 
ment of six thousand men, they subsisted, under 
the reign of Diocletian, each of thedt 8;^ly, a 
ohiect his- 

tory of the Roman empire*: A few yearsihiter- 
wards, these gigantic bodies were shrunk 
very diminutive size; and when setwn I^jmhh^ - 
with some auxiliaries, defended the cityof Amida 
against the Persians, the total garrison, with the 

• Cod. niefid. t tH, tit. i, teg. 1. tit. 1. See Howell’s ^87 

That leanied historian, whiSw^ot 
sufficient^ knewn, hlioan te joatify Uie character and j^licy of 
Constantima 
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inhabitants of both sexes^ aSdtifcie peasants of the chap. 

XVII 

deserted country, 4i<I iMrt exceed 4he number of 
twenty thousand, From* this fact, and 

from iiiiil ii i llii ii is reason to believe, 

that the eoi^^tioB of the legionary troops, to 

line, was dissolved by Cbnstan^e^l^diBd the 
baudsxd&oman infantry, which °dill thrti 

sahSB^Pames and the same honours, consisted dniy' ■ 
of one thousand or fifteen hundred men.’ The 
conspiracy of so many separate detachments, each 
of which was awed by die sen^dBits own weak- 
ness, couM easaly he checked; an^t^ successors 
of^lilNIiipntiiie mightindulge their love.of osten- 


thirty-bvo legions, inscribed on thb imMe^^elk 
of their numerous armies. The remainder of 
their troops was distributed into several hundred 
cohorts of infantry, and squadrons of cavalry. 
Their amw, titles, and' ensigns, were cakni- 



of nations who i 
ard. And not a vestige was left of that severe 
simplicity, which, in the ages of freedom and 
victory, had dislatt^^hed the line of battle of a 
Roman army from dieh^^ued host rf an Asiatic 
moimrch/ A more partiE^hMt .. 

I* AAseaian. 1. xix, c. 3. He observes (c. 5^ 
sallies of two Gallic legions were like an handful of water thrown 
on a great eaaflBgration. ^ 

’ Panciralas M Notitiam, p. 96. Memoires de l’.\cademie de« 
Inscriptions, tont sxv, p. 491. 

* Bomana acies ttnlos prope formas erat et hominum et armonim 
genere— Begia acies varia magis multfs gentibus dissimilitudios 

armoran 


MSMT. tljie Notitia, mieht dili* 

' y VTf .-***« ^ 

‘♦.vj^e^iproatt atrtiquary; but the histm^ian Will cot* ' 
himself with observing, that the number of 
<i^pl^OTentstatiOT»lOT garrisons establishedonthe 
"frontiers of the empire, amounted to five hundred 
and eighty-three; and that, under the successors 
of Constantine, the completeifi»ofrrf the militar yt 
establishm<a^^^Rashhmpat^ ak six hufidred and 
fortyi^^ilmii^^ataid^* '‘An effort so pro- 

dater, period. ■ ■ ' - 

In the various states of societ)% annies are re- 
cruited from ’^ry different motives. Barbarians 
are urged by the love of war; the citizens of a 
free republic may he prompted by a principle oi 
duty; the sub^ctg, <aayeafdi. the .nobles of a mo- 
Wy a •eartiiOTU^^ honour; 

•but the timid and hiXuridtts'ihb'a^stiiMtii^^i^jl^ltio- 

dunng emjure most be allured into the semce 
by the hopes of profit, or compelled by the dread 
of punishment. The resources of the Roman trea- 
sury were exhausted by the incre^ j^ payf by 
fopelstiAi ' 6f< donatives, awb^^li^ki^'iilyention 
of new emoluments and indigences, vthfch, in 
the opinion of the provincial youth, might (som- 
pOnsate the hardships and dangem^^a hi^^ry 
life. Yet, although the stxdo^ was lower- 


«rmoi^^ «iixiHor^^e erat . %. ,I4v. ,1. M*vii, c^^pLiO. 

tjiia. CWi^ttred the ara^lfAn- 

toasif^fe, Sat of one vile aniniaf diversS- 

skill tfie' epoki ” See the life of Flamitjuus In Plutarch. 

• 1. V, p. 1S7, :«». Louvre. 
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ed,“ although slaves, at least by a tacit conni- chap. 
vauce, were indiscrinaioately received into the 
ranks, the insumws^lable difficulty «f procuring 
a regular„,«f^|pa«fequate supply of vdhuateers, 
obliged the.:«®apfirors to adopt more effectual 
aii4,^)efcive methol^A^^Qie lands bestowed on 
the veterans, as the free rewand'TUiyi^ .caJo 
were hencefwward granted under a^ieefpdi^nt» 
which contains the first rudiments of the feudhl 
tenures ; that their sons, who succeeded to the 
inheritance, should devote themselves to the pro- 
fession of mrns, as soon as tb^ attained the age 
of manhood; and their cowanti^. refi^ was 
by the iQss .of bonotnr, ^ (mtoBe, or 

sons of the veterans bore a very small {Ut^or- 
tion to the demands of the service, levies of 
men were frequently required from the pro- 
vinces, and every proprietor i^as obliged either 
to take up. arms, or to procure a substitute, or 
to 

a heavy fina The sun cff ft»1>y-tiir&''pie««» 
of gold, to which it was reduced, ascertains the 
exorbitant price of volunteers, and the relucts 

*■ Valeotinian (CoS. .TbCDdOs. h vii, tit. ziH, leg. S) fixes the 
standard at five feet seva> lachea, |ihom.<Stre feet four indheseedit 
half English measure. It had fona^b besit fire fan te!t,.M<(|p*> 

■nd in the best corps six Roman feet. Sed'tau! ent 'amiais wM- 
titn^.e^ores sequebantur railitiam annatiim. ‘^eg^Saa -Ae Re 
Militari, A i, c. S.. 

” See the two titles, De Veteranls, and De Filiis Vetetanorum, 
in the sevenW‘ book of the Theodosian Code. The age at which 
thdr military setriee was required, varied tom twenty-five to six- 
teen. If the sons rf the veterans appeared ^ ith a horse, they had 
a right to serve in the cavalry ; two horses them some valmdife 
privileges. 




60 

cuAVi ance wiA'4wlik:h,the government adiniti4<l4(>f 
IXTW. this('dltjaililtive.“ Such was the hoiror for the 
pro^!^ih<Hi of a soldier, which had affected the 
m&is of the degenesate Romans, that many (rf 
the youth of Ittdy, and the provinces, chose to 
cut off the fingers of their right hand to escape 
from being pressed into the settice ; wapd this 
strange expedi^i^^os so commonly practised, as ■ 
to desei^j^^ j ^may Mipagilver^Um cff t^elaws,i' 
andg^Hii^^iii I jilOT|§g- the 

I of Irarbarians into the Romaii^ 



Increue . , 

ria?^. Mcame every day more universal, more 

liaries, necessary,, and more fatal. The most daring of 
the Scythians, of the Goths, and of the Germans, 
who delighted in war, and who found it more 


> AcetfcdSrtg .to tHe historian 

(Sc^ USSltox tril lac.) tiu! imiB Vrm r- 

Umee rtquifed eightjr tor n rcenilt. ' ft' tT* 

law it is faintly ex'praued, tbat slaves shall net be admitted inter op- ' 
timas lectissimorum militnm tunnas. 

r The person and property of a Roman knight, who had mutilated 
his two sons, were sold at public auction by order of Augustus, 
(Sueton. in August, c. 27.) The moderation of that lirUuji usurp- 
er pcm^ Ulia ^ e^DB^ ^rity pa» spirit 

of thd Brter Ao&niiijah iiMiireUoSi^iaaif arell^^ 

ItaBans and the hardy Gauls. (L. x«,;&.»4'^^Thtdhry fiheto^ars 
afterwdids, Valentinian, in a law addressed to the prefect of Gaul, 
is obliged to enact that Uiese coiiardly deserters shall be burnt dlmei 
<Cod, Theod. 1. Tli, tit. xiil, leg. 5.) Their numbon -U’ illyrffijA ’ 
were so considerable, that the province complained 6f a scarcity of 
recruits. (Id. leg. 10.) • ’ 

* They were called Miirci, MoTadtu is feurid in PlauMls and 
Testus, to denote a lazy and cowardly pmon, whe, according tg; ' 
Ar^(^n* Md Ai^stin, Was under the imfnediate protection offlSe 
goddi^^w-ctm l^iAtAOh^ipaidiedUmUistonee of cowardice, 
is use^ itt synonimoQs fi mmHlate, the writers of tS# middle ' 
Latinity. See UndeabrO ^ios, and Valesius ad Ammhm. Mar- 
rellin. 1. xv, c. 2Z - . . 
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profitable to defend'tltoiliifeVa;^ the provin^fe o^a?.- 
were enrolled, not ^hentisfiliarieS of thdr 

respective natia|jwiK’1n tll^l^oris theihselves, 
n.nd distin^ished of thfe'^Btatine 

despise their manners, and 
Tlipjilrib^n^ed the ih^licit reveferii^'ifejiMRr 
Kome had exacted from their ignor^(^e, 
while they acquired the knowledge and possession 
of those advantages by which" alone she support- 
ed her declining' gfeatne^. soT- 

diersj' di^ayed ’dnj^ t l^re 



bunes, of the counts and dukes, and of the gene- 
rals themselves, betray a foreign origin, which 
they no longer condescended to disguise. They 
were often entrusted with the conduct of a war 
agaihsh th&irijcbiitttrymeh ; dn*d though most of 
thaat' .^o 

blood, they did not always avoid the guilt, or at 
least the suspicion, of holding a treasonable cor- 
respondence with the enemy, of inviting his^ in- 
vasion, or of squmiag his retreat. The camps 
and the palace of Otostantiiie weje 

governed by the powerful filC^on the 
wim preserved the strictest cohneeliS)i*^^^&ch 
other, «^m 1 with their country^ and who resented 
eteij petRimial affront as a .national indignity .■■ 

* Maloiidius-lildbibitis Francis quorum ca tcmpsstate iu pa- 
latio multitudo florebat , eisctius jam loquebatur turn., uabaturque, 

Ammian. I. xv, c. S. 
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Whpi^t^.^^nt Caligula was suspect^ 0 $ ao 




would have sc^ely excited less astonisJi- 


fto invest a very extraordinary candidate 
consular robes, the sacrilegious profana- 


tnent, if, instead of a horse, the noblest chieftain 
of Glermany or Britain had been the object of his 
choice. The revolution ^ three ce^tuii^ h^ 
produced so * g | ^lra.b 1e ajphange in the preju- 
dices appro- 



Jeven 
Msters of 


mi* 


thep^uce. at a distance from the court di&sed tl^eir. d^- 


% 


^mpl|^|4*i^*nwit>jr thp honours of the consulshqi 
on the barbarians, who, by their merit and ser- 
vices, had deserved to be ranked among the first 
of the Romans.* But as these hardy veterans, 
who had been educated in the igncwace or con- 


i 


;'=l 


^ mind 


cbiitirap!^4 PX the ureconctleable sq^^tn^pn 
of tolents as well ps of professions. The accoiri- 
plished citizens of the Greek and Roman repub- 
lics, whose characters could adapt themselves to 


the bw, the seimte, {the camp, or the- schools, 
l^irned ^ sp^^i^ with 




the same spirit, and with alnlitiesv 
IV. Besides the magistrates and generals^ 


* Barbaros omnium primus, ad u^ne fasces auxeraC et trabeaa 
(Smtonies. Ammian. L xx, c. l& Eusei^ (tn Vit Constantin. 
^J», ^ ^ Md Aur^iiu Vietar ?e^ ti| eoaffinn the truth 


tberefinie interpret ths'libbatitjr that prince, as relaUse to the 
•mmts, rather than to Me eAce, of the consulship. ’ 
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gated authority over tte provinces and armies, chap. 

the emperor cimferred the i^k of illustrious on 

seven of hfe !»£*» fiBUlaediate servants, to whose 
fidelity te‘iaW®ited his safety, or hiS counsels, 
or his t^siiilPes> 1. The private apartments of 
^Ms^'pefyte were eunuch, 

who, in the language of that ^yied the 

rapdsUes ifr praefect of the sacred b^PcIhsHnl^.'Phe chan? 
duty was to attend the emperor in his Botirs*^*““' 
of state, or in those of amusement, and to per- 
flam about his person all thosfe menial services, 
which can onlyderivetheirsplefidOut’fifwn the in- 
fluence of royalty. Under a priS^ wh'o deserved 
^ gr^t chainberl^ (few such we^i^r 

an artful domestic, who improves every occasion 
of unguarded confidence, will insensibly acquire 
over a feeble mind that ascendant which harsh 
wisdom and uncomplying virtue can seldom ob- 
taia. The d^enerate grandsons of Theodosius, 
who w»^ - hrvidBtB ithp 

temptible to their OTetnies, exalted the pra^cts 
of their bed-cliamber above the heads of all the 
ministers of the palace and even his deputy, 
the first of the splendid train of slaves who waited 
in the presence, wail thought worthy to rank be- 
fore the respectable proconsaibi^ Uotece 
The jurisdiction of the chamberl^ #i^ l^k:noW- 
ledged by the counts, or superintendants, who re- 
gulated tte two important provinces, of the mag- 
htficence of the wardrobe, and of the luxury of |1^ 


* Cod. Tbeod. 1, vi, Ut. 9. 
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The mas- 
ter of the 
ethces* 


imperi^JiWe-® 2 . The principal adminfelfa- 
tim «^l3dic aiTairs was committed to the dili- 
gei^^^d abilities of the master of the offices.^ 
H€*%aS the supreme magistrate of the palace, in- 
spected the discipline of the civil and militarj 
schools, and received appeals from all parts of the 
empire; in the causes which related tujtbai.4U- 
merous army,.«N|ij^lrilegedjpe£sms, who, as the , 
servant^^jjfe ,jl^m- 

rit^ i^ E3 l( | i fi8 iiffitaiy.jttdges. The correspondent 
between the prince and his sidyects was managed 
by the four scrinia, or offices of this minister of 
state. The first was appropriated to memorials, 
the second to epistles, the third to petitions, and 
the fourth toj^|eE^md|i|l|f^gQ^|c^{|ceUaneous 

directed, by,i*ii,^erior 
master of respeclableA^p.\^y, and tltewhol^lrtija- 
ness was dispatched by an hundred and forty-eight 
secretaries, chosen for the most part from the 
profession of the law, on account of the variety 
of abstracts of reports and reference^ .wjiich fre 
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" By a Very eingular metaphor, bormwed from the miStaiy 
character of the first emperors,' tbeatewertf of their housdiOia tras 
styled the count of their camp fcomes castrcnsis). Cass^idiHfiim 
seriously represents to him, th.it his on n fame, and 
pire, must depend on the opinion which forefgn limhessadors may 
conceit e of the plenty and magnificence of the royal table. (Variar. 
I. vi, epistol. 9.) , , ' , 

* Gutherius (de OfficHS 'Domfis Auguttte^ i. ii, e. 20, I. ij^ 
hW very acctttttely explained 'the fii^rqf^ne of the master of lAh 
offl^, and th* da^titutioia of, ^^iauhordjnate , acriata. he 

vam^^tempts,' ’dimbtful authority, to de^ce tram, 

tlie pme rf the Antoninei, «r evcti of Nero, the origin bf a ma- 
gistrate who cannot be found in history before tlie reign of Coastifii- 
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quently occurred in tfcfe" exercise of their several chap. 
functions. From a eonde^nsion, which in for- 
mer ages would esteemed unworthy of 

the RoUMaM^^ty, a particular secretary was al- 
lowedJap the Greekdanguage ; and interpreters 
•vi^R^ appothted to#ecm«4lft ambassadors of the 
barbarians: but the dcpartmeal»^ferd^ affairs, 

- whi(d| constitutes so essentials part ol^iitK^nB'po- 
*fi^, soidom diverted the attention of the master 
of the offices. His mind was more seriously en- 
• gaged by the general direction of the posts and 
■ arsenals of the empire. There were . thirty-four 
. ckfes, fifteen in theeastj mid moeteen in the west, 
"^%i^iiuchiregolar < c^(npanies of wm-kmen were 




mour, offensive weapons of all sorts', an$tmlitary 
engines, which weredeposited in the arsenals, and 
occasionally delivered for the service of the troops, 

3. In the course of nine centuries, the office ofThefiu^j, 


had experienced a very singular revoltt-‘“”’ 

tK»i <’«► 

strates 

lieve the conshls from the invidious management 
of the public treasure ■/ a similar assfetant was 
granted to every proconsul, and to every praetor, 
who exercised a provincial commmid ; 

with the extent of conq'Uert,; .Uie^two 
w^e gradually multiplied to the4fundbiiN#db«ir, 


were annually elected by the peoyfe-borTfe- 


y (Annal. xi, 22) says, that the first quaestors were 

elected hy tfie people, sixty-four years after the foundation of the 
but he is of opinion, that they had, long before that; 
period, been a^nally appointed by the consuls, and even by 
kings. But this obscure point of antiquity is contested by ot2^ 
writers. 
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QRAP; of and, for a short time, per- 

;■ and the noblest citizens ambi- 
^;-*(>lidted an office which gave them a ^at 
senate, mid a just^hope of obtaining the ho- 
- hours of the republic^ Whilst Augustus affected 
to maintain the freedom of election, he consented 
to accept the annual jaiviltege of rewnw^tog, 
nr rather indei^ ji|iiiOminating> a certain propor- 
tion of 




tiona in the as^mblies of the senate:* 

Tlie practice of Augustus was imitated by suc- 
ceeding pfinoes ; the occasional commission was 
established as a permanent office; and the favour- 
ed quaestor, assuming a new and more illustrious 
character, ^o^ of his 

ora- 


. > Tacitus (Annal. xi, 22) seems to consider twenty as the high-' 
cst number of qutestors ; and Dion. (I. zliii, p. 374) insinuates that 
if the dictator Caesar once created forty, it was only to facilitate the 
payment of an immense debt of gratitnde. Yet" the augmentation 
which he made of praetors subsisted under the succeeding raigns. 

• SoetuMtt'Aiiyliut. *t>d Tonunt. ad. lae.;])l^ Cas. p. 

The youth and inesperience of tirn'i^xistDrs,' who eateiti oa 
that important office in their twdotf-filth year (Lips. Excura. ad 
Tacit. I. iii, D) engaged AugOitas to remove them '&om 
nagement of the treasury ; ai>d though they were rettated Ote* 
dius, they seem to bare been finally dismissed lu' Nero. (Tacit. 
Annal. xxii, 29. Sueton. in Aug. c. SS, in Chmd. c. 24. Dion. 
f. 696-961, &C. Plin. E]»st(d. x> 20, et alilm) In the jworinces of 
the imperial division, the jdaee of the quudtodf was more ably sup. 
pl^ by thb y he e u raf om^on. Cas. p. tWT, • Tadt. in Vit. AgtM. 
c. or, a» they ssere e ft e r w a sd e e^fts^ ■naiaala. (HisuAh^t. 

p. But in tMpnffittMF hse smsUe we may still dBi»ver a 

series of ^{BaMters till ae n%o «r Hdicas Antonias. (.See the Int 

scriptioal 
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IS 


tions, which he composed ia the name of the em- cbapj 
peror,® acquire the foree, aad, at length, the 
form of absolute. he was considered as the 
representa^Spiki^^ legislative power, the oracle 
of the and the original source of the civil 

He wteaeaetimes invited to take 


his seat in the 
con$isk;oi 7 » with the praetorian praefiMj^ntid-ihe 
uiteter of the offices; and he was frequently re- 
quested to resolve the doubts of inferior judges: 
but as he was not oppressed with a variety of sub- 
ordinatebusiness, his leisure and4alents were em- 
jdc^ed to cultivate that dignhied: style of do- 
<|ii|iaiu^,:^ whicht in the. corruptmn of . taste and 


laws.** In some respects, the ofi^ of tbe^ ins- 
perial quajstor may be compared with that of a 
modern chancellor; but the use of a great seal, 
which seems to have been adopted by the illitmate 


1. i, tit. 13) that under the government of the house of Seve^^^^f 
provincial administration wa» abolished ; and in the subsequent trou. 
bics, the annual or triennialdectious of qutestors must have naturaU/ 
c«ised. 

• Cum patris nomUiAet cjdstolas Spae dietaret, et edkta conscri* 
beret, orationesque in (enataanUMf^ etiam qusaatorU vice. Suets*, 
in Tit. c. 6. The office must have acquired new dignity, which was 
sccasionallj executed by the heir-appaiMt of tiie entpifcr Tlc[^^lirW> 
trusted the same care to Hadrian, his qurestoraad^^B^*,' Rite ihod* 
well Ptadection. Cambden, x, xi, p. 362-39A 

Terris edicta datums ; 

Snppiicibas responsa. — Oracula regis 
£loqt|ia.Cr8vere tuo ; nec dignius unquam 
Majestas meminit sese Romana locutam. 

Claudian in Consular Mali. Theodor. 33. See likewise SyBunadtBf 
tEpistol. i, t7) and Cassiodorias (Variar. vj, 5). 


Augustan hirtoryi' pj 


p- 
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JPHA-P., liarigj^lPtSras never introduced to attest thepub- ‘ 
emperors. 4. The extraordinaiy 
The pul^ couni of the sacred largesses was bestowed 

jic trea- treasurer'^neral of the revenue, with the 

intention perhaps' of inculcating, that every pay- 
ment flowed from the voluntaiy bounty of the 
monarch. To conceive the^hn^ detail 

of the anniia^jt$4 ^aily e::y^nce of the civil 
niilitai^^t^ml^jf^abHin ^dwi^ part of a great 
the portmefk of th^irnAst vi- 
' The actnab account ^At- 
ployed several hundred persons, distributed into 
eleven different offices, which were artfully con- 
trived to examine and controul their respective 
<)perations. The multitude of these agents hada 
jiatural tendency to i^jpaaBse;, and it was more 
th^iiijAttcend«dl^t''ex^dieDt^to their 

fti^ive homes the useless’ supenAkinmiws^^^, 
deserting their honest labours, had pressed with 
^ too much eagerness into the lucrative profession 
of the finances.® Twenty-nine provincial re- 
ceivers, of whom eighteen were honoured with 
0980^^ cwresponded^lvilh^&^ trea- 
surer; and he extended hfe'JbSl^cti0h '#6r the 
mines from whence theTrecious metals were ex- 
tracted, over the mints, in which they were ad- 
verted into the current coin, andlpyCT the public 
treasuries of tlie most importantcities, where they 
were deposited for the service 6f the state. Tha 
ftpign tradp o^ tlip empire was regulated by ttls 
mi^bter, who directed likewise all the linim and 
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Cntl. Thcoti. ], Vi, tit, 30, Cod. Justinian, I. xii, tit. 3t, 
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woollen manufactures, in which the successive p»AP. 
operations of spinning, weaving, and dyeing, were 
executed, chieflly^^^jjWpHaen of a s^ile condition, 
for the use.Q^j^f^ace and army. Twenty-six 
of these ^^tutions are enumerated in the west, 
beeaaaocejpeetmtly, introduced, 
and a still larger proportion may he aUby^jed for 
the industrious provinces of the e{l»^>,5..,Be-.*i>heprf- 
sidea the public revenue, which an absolute 
narch might levy and .expend according to his 
pleasure, the emperors, in the capacity of opu- 
lent citizens, possessed a very extensive property, 
wbiph.was admimstered by the treasurer 

estate. Some part hadj^haps been 
the;..4indii(^..^dfpoapa^ 

some accessions might be derived ftofeii the via- 
milies which were successively invested with the 
purple; but the most considerable portion flowed 
from the impure source' of confiscations and for- 
feitur^,. , ^e imperial estates were scattered 
tfiro^j^t^ jaro yt^ i^ , jGr<M».Maaritania to JBi^ 
tain ; but the rich and fertile sOO ^ Chcppodmeat 
tempted the monarch to acquire in that country 
his fairest possessions,^ and either Constantine 
or his successors embraced the occasion of justify- 
ing avarice by rel^^oos ^26^ They suppressed 

',Ia the departments of the two counts (€ (he tMas|a^,.aii east- 
ern pact' of the Natitia happens to be very defee^Cf^*' be ob^ 

served, that we had a treasury chest in London, and a gynecenm or 
manufactine at Winchester. But Britain vras not thought worthy 
«aher of a iMht or of kn arsenal. Gaul alone possessed three of he , 

■ former, and e^t of the latter. 

* Cod. Theod. L vi, tit. xu, leg. 2, and Godefroy ad loc. 


CMAK of Comana, where the 

of ^eg^^SAes^ of war supported the dr^ty of a 
priace ; and they applied to their pri- 
<|ifc nse the consecrated lands, which were inba- 
tiifed hy six thousand sul^ects or slaves of the 
deity and her ministers.'* But these were not 
the valuable inhabitants; tiieplahis that stretdS 
from the fb(rt,^Mohnt Argaeus to the banks o^ 
the ^ hm'se^ re- 

incmnparalde swiiln^. . / 
These idcrerf animals, destined for the service of | 
the palace and the imperial games, were pro- '% 
tected by the laws from the profanation of aval- 
gar master.' The demesnes of Cappadocia were 
important enough to the iiepeetion of a % 

in fee o^r parfe* ^ eBitAH&F {j, 

of the private, as well as those of the public, f 
treasurer, were maintained in the exercise oftheh f 
independent functions, and encouraged to cdn^ j 


>.St£ab(». p, Soa. of Co- 

mana, IS' rVuihi,, a colony from Out pf Ctq^p^ida, ]. xii 
p. 9g5. The president Des Broa ae a pMiA^histe, tMBt 21) 
conjectures that the delqr adM«d ha boUi Comanas waa BeSHa, Uie 
Venus of the east, the goddess of generation ; a very dif&ient b^g 
indeed from the goddess of war. - > 

‘ Cod. Theod. U x, tit. ri, de Grege DmnhUce,' Codefroy has 
collccteel every circumstance of antiquity Iciatin! to the Ca]qiadociaa 
horses. One of the fnest breeds, the P^maiNm^ was-tha forfeiture 
• rebel, whose estate lay about axteen m^ec from Tyana, neac^ha 
great road betireea Constantiixqrle nd AntHxfo. - 

. Justinian (Xort^ ,3(9 subjected the {Bortnceof the Ihittit of 
Capfariocia to the hamediRe authority of the favourite R^tUch, vrbd* 
presided over the sacred bei>ehamher. 
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troul the authority of jtJbtje^avmcial magis^at^ -chap! 

• 6,7. Thechos®nb^y|fi.of eavahymid infantry, 

which guar^!^ of t^ £Eapm)r, were The countt 

imder tbe, iBayi iK^ command of the fyoa 
of the The whole number consisted of 

tto^^||0»i|eand into 

smren schools, or troops, of oach; 

and .east, this honourahie 

nAst entirely appropriated to the Armenians. 
Whenever, on public ceremonies, they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticoes ofthe palace, 
their lofty stature, silent or^r, andsphyadidarms 


of silver and gold, di^layed a maidi^ pomp, not 
W n go fthy (d ^e RtHQan m^esty.^ J!rom the 


seven; 


were selected, of the protedtbm,-^ wboa S<; a dyam - 
tageous station was the hope and reward of the 
most deserving soldiers. They mounted guard in 
the interior apartments, and wereoccasion^ly dis- 


patchedriilt^tho prosinces, tooxeeate with cele- 
0Cii«ifL#nf matter** 
The counts (d* the domestics 'faad'sabnNttorihln 
the office of the praetorian praefects; like thtiprae- 
fects, they p^pired from the service of the palace 
to the command of armies. 


i- t- . 

» Coa. Theod. 1. vi, tit XXT, . 

' » Pxncirrfus, p. 102-136. The 

taiMIes is described in the Latin poem of CmippiJs, L»Bd«ni.s 
Jusaa. ii®, 157-179. P. 419-420 of the -Appendix Hist. Byaantin. 
Bom. 177... 

* 

^4 Ammiaii^ Marceltinas, who served so many years, obtained 
only the rank of • protector. The first lea among these hnnouiab^ 
soldiers were CUnimmi, 
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— J intercourse between the court 

oS*" institution of posts. But 

®*‘»*>jK**»»ents were accidentally 
andintolerableabuse 
Two or three hundred agents or messengers were 
mp%ed, under the jurisdktioff ^fttie mastra- of 

con« f 

empel 

/ asswneis'^«4a^^^. 
^ , Jt:^aey could observe of the coit- 
anH w of “agistrates or of private citizens ; 

'^r »<■ ">»• 

sr 

pfl who regularly cor*: 

resjwnded with the pulace, were enclunig^ 6y 

ftyour au d reward, aux iously h, watchT^rtf ^ 

g gj^^ twWMfale desiga, ff„« Hfe 

preparatio^.^^*^*"® of disaifeetitm, to the actuaf 

p epvation of aa qieir revcdt. Their carel^ifi «**’ 
onmma, yi„,.ti„„ „etmtk and jueUc^it^ 
hy the cooperated mask of aii; imd SS : 

Sr'of tte^i' ttd brell 
me gouty or the maoeeBt, B^ho had pp^ 
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voked their resentifieid;, ^’^EefuseU to purchase chAP. 
their silence. Ajfaith£ul *siifcgect,«{Kr Syria peE- 
haps, or ofB^s^;]p»'ks;posed,to tiie danger, 

of being dragged in 





of Milan or Constantinople, 
life. 0xiAiSai^mj^aamt the ' mali- > 
cuhia charge of these privileg^iit^i|[^Dati«g',;.The ^ 
ordinary administration was conductJd^i^n8% 


which extreme necessity can alone p(^‘ ; 

Hate ; and the defects of evidence were diligently 
supplied by the use of torture.® 

The deceitful anddangerous experiment of the U® of tor- 
criminal it isjemphatkally^Fled, was 

adol^^^ther tiban approved,; in i 

dejw^,^ _ 

guinary mode of examinatioin 
bodies, whose sufferings were seldom weighed by 
those haughty republicans in the scale of justice 
or humanity: but they would never consent ttf'- 
violat^,tlt§ . saerpd. person of n: citizen, till they 


The annals of tyranny, /nmi tbeimlil’ii 
rius to that of Domitian, circumstantially relate 
the executions of many innocent victims; .but, aa* 
l(mg as the fuQtetk remembrance was kept alive 


v For the Ageaia in Behu, lee fttmUt L ^ 

zxiii C T, with the curious annototiom 

vi, t^ nvUimiD, xxix. Among the pasugM feaiii«teS;{^ thill3oni> . 

bodefroy, the most remarkable one is from Libanius, in 
his dii^mA%BBcerning the death of Julian. 

’ The (1. xlviii, tit. xviii) contain the sentiments of 

the i^oet celebretdd' civilians on the subject of torture. They 
strict^ confine it tn felaves ; and IJlpian himself is ready to acknow- , 
ledge, that Ses est ftagilis, et pcrieulosa, et quse veritaum 
laUat. 


4 


t0 



freedom and h(Bu>ar» ^ last 
lomao were secure from the danger rf 
_ bious torture.*’ The conduct of the pro- 
^i#eial magistrates, was not, however, regulated 
fcy the practice of the city, w the strict maxims 
of the civUians. They found the use of torture 
established not only among thesktps orient^ 
despotism, b^.nmong the Macedonians, who 
obeyed ajitiidfidaimiarcb;. among the llhodians, 
who 1ibertj|c,flf 'oomiiierce;. .and 

^en arad^the Athenians, who had asserted 

and adorned the dignity of human kind.* The 
acquiescent of the provincials encouraged then* 
governors to acquire, or perhaps to usurp, a dis- 
cretionary power of employing the rack, to ex- 
tort from vagrants or pj^l^^aii qpmhuds the con- 


.| 

e’ 

t' 


.i 
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iojPfwmhid , thh’ to 

disregard the privileges of Roman citkenslTlho 
apprehensions of the subjects urged them to so- 
licit, and the interest of the sovereign engaged 
him to grant, a variety of special exemption^ 
wiac&JaeUfy^^awed, ^d eveman^bdr^ied, the 
general ^ of torture. T'fa^.^iiiotected all per- 
sons of illusriious t«r htraonrable rahfc 






' In the conspiracy of fiso againet Vheni, ^%iAaris OOWliiiB 
mnlicr) was the only person tortured ; the rest wee htoeta tonaeatwi. 
It would be superfluous to add a weaker, and tt be diflScult te 
and s ttropger, example. Tadt iomdL 

• * OiemtdaiM de Imb'totia Atheiiienaium, Bhodionajjyld^ 
^ q«- ouin (M quod acerbia^fem estk 
linen, ■dwiaqoe WrqsKntttr. Ckero. Partit Orat. c. We mar. 
Irani fr(» the trial of Philotas the pracUce of the 
! Diodor. Skul L ivii, p. 604. Q. CurU L vi, c. 11.) 
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and their presbyters, profess<»s of the liberal artSj ;f:HAP. 
soldiers and their families, municipal officers, and 
their posterity to tfcie third generation, and all 
children und®i^e age of puberty.*" But a fatal 
maxim was introduced into the new jurisprudence 
of tbe empire, that in the case erf tre^n, which 
included every offence that the subtlety erf}a«^ers 
could derive from an hostile intention toWarda fte 
prince or republic," all privileges were suspend- 
ed, and all conditions were reduced to the same 
ignominious level. As the safety of the emperor 
was avowedly preferred to every consideration of 
justice or humanity, the dignity of^e, and the 
teikdemess of youth, were alike exposed to the 
most cruel t(»tkn«S; and trf a ihiffi- 

cious information, which might select thOin- as the 
accomplices, or even as the witnesses, perhaps, 
of an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Roman 
worid.* , . . . 

These evils, bbwe^r wpekr, FiiWKin. 

were confined to the smaller nnmb^ df Raman 


' Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil, part Tii, p- 81) haacoUectad 
these exemptions into one view. 

* This definition of the sage ITlpian (Pandect. 1. xlviK, tit. iv) 
seems to have been adapted to the coart of CaracaUa, rather tlvut 
to that of Alexander Sevecus. See the Codes of Theodosiax and 

Justinian ad I^. Juliam majestatis. 

* Arcadius Charisius is the oldest lawyer quoted JaW Pandects 
to justify the universal practice of torture in all cases of treason ; but 
this maxim of tyranny, which is admitted by Ammianua (U xix, 
c. 12) with the most respectful terror. Is enforced by several laws of 
the successors of Constantine. See Cod. Theod. L ix, tit, xxxv. In 
majestatis crimine omnibus aequa est conditio. 
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CHAP, subjects, whdse dangerous situation was in sonic 
degiw e^pensated by the enjoyment of those 
adfadt^es, either of nature or of fortune, which 
exposed them' to the jealousy of the monarch. 
The obscure millions of a great empire have 
much less to dread from the cruelty than from the 
avarice of their masters ; and their humble hap- 
piness is principally affected by the gricA ance c(f 
excessiv^,:4axes, J^hich gently pressing on the 
wealthy, With accelerated weight on the 

naeaner i^d more indigent classes of society. 
An ingenious philosopher ^ has calculated the 
universal m^sure of the public impositions by the 
degrees of freedom ami servitude ; and ventures 
to assert, that, accordingto an invariable law of 
nature, it must always increase with the former, 
atid ffilidmsfi' iti a just prcportion to the latter. 
Bpt this reflectioh, which Would tehd tonHbvtate 
the miseries of despotism, is contradicted at least - 
by the history of the Roman empire ; which ac- 
cuses the same princes of despoiling the senate of 
its authority, and the provinces of their wealthi 
Without abolishing all the various customs and 
duties on merchandizes, which are imperceptibly 
discharged by the apparent choice of the pur- 
chaser, the policy of Constantine and his succes- 
sors preferred a simple and direct mode of taxa- 
tion, more congenial to the spirit of an arbitrary 
government.* 

* Montesquieu, des Lobe, 1. xii, c. 13. 

* Mr. Hume (Essays, vob i, p. 389) has seen this important 
truth, with some degree of perplexity. 
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The name and use of the which chap. 

serve to ascertain the chronology of the middle 
ages, were derived tiom the regular practice ofThegenc- 
tiie Roman’^fel^tes.'' The emperor subscribed 
V, ith his awn hand, and in purple ink, the solemn tion. 
edict# or indiction, whiefh was fixed up in the 
princijial city of each diocese, during two months 
previous to the first day of September. And, by 
3 veW easy connection of i(!eas, the v.'ovAindiction. 
was transferred to the measure of tribute which 
it prescribed, and to the annual term which it 
allowed for the payment. This general estimate 
of the supplies was proportioned to ||te real and 
imitgmary wants of the state ; but as often as the 
expence exce^ed the revenue or the revenue fell 
short of the computation, an additional tax, under 
the name of supcrindiction, was imposed on the 
people, and the most valuable attribute of sove- 
reignty was communicated to the praetorian prae- 
fects, who, en some occasions, were |)crmitted to 
' provide for the oofeiseen exi- 

gencies of the public service. The execution of 
these laws (wliicli it would I h' tedious top.ursue in 

^ The cycle of indictionsf which may be traced as high as the 
reign of Constantins, or perhaps of his futlier Constantine, is still 
employed by the papal court : but the commencement of the year 
has been very reasonably altered to the finst of January* See FArt 
<le Verifier les Dates, p. \i ; and Dictiunnaare RaieOtt de I« Diplo- 
matique, tom. ii, p. 2 j : two accurate treatises, which come from 
the workshop of the benedictines. 

' The first twenty*eight titles of the eleventh book of the 
Theodosian Code are filled with the cirrumstantial regulations on 
the important subject of tributes; but they suppoj-e a clearer know- 
ledge of fundamental principles than it i> at present in our power ^ 
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CHAP, their miiitiigand intricate detail) consisted of two 

distiafif operations ; the resolving the general im- ' 
'""^pc^tion into its constituent parts, which were as- 
sessed on the provinces, the cities, and the indivi- 
duals of the Roman world ; and the collectingthe ‘4 
separate contributions of the individuals, the cities, J 
and the provinces, till the accumulated sums were 
poured into the imperial treasuries. But as the *4 
account hefewee^bemonarch and the subject was | 
^rpetual^^aif^^ and as the renewal of the de- /{y 
jEhand anticipated fhe perfect discharge of the pre- | 
ceding obligation, the weighty maehine of the I 
finances was moved by the same hands round the C* 
circle of its yearly revolution. Whatever was 4 
honourable or important in the administration of 4 
the revenue, was committ^ to the wisdom of the ^ 
fwa^s^^thid^heir provinciaL repr^eptgtives ; 
the lucrative functions were claimed ’hy tmipwd 
of subordinate oflRcers, some of whom depended 
on the treasurer, others on the governor of the iJ) 
province ; and w ho, in the inevitable conflicts of •' 
a perplexed jurisdiction, had frequent opportuni- 
ties of disputing with each other the of the 
people. The laborious oflSces, which couldbe pro- 
ductive only of envy and reproach, of expence < 
and danger, were imposed on the decurions, who 
formed the corporations of the cities, and whom 
the severity of the imperial laws had condemned 
• to sustain the burdens of civil society."* Th<; 


* The title coneemiag the DeCurions (I. xn, tit. i) is the most 
ample in the whole Theodosian Code ; since it contains not less 
than one hundred and niiietj*tivo distinct laws to ascertain the dut 
ties and privileges of that useful order of citizens. 
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whole landed property of the empire (without chap. 
oeptinff the patrimonial estates of the monarch) 
was the objects jO*diitary taxation ; and every 
new purchOl^^Whtracted the obligations of the 
former pw^aietor. An accurate census,^ or sur- 
the only equitable mode of ascertaining 
the proportion which every citi«Ka:^^ohW be ob- 
liged to contribute for the public service ; had 
fl’bm'the well-known period of the indictions, 
there is reason to believe that this difficult and ex- 
pensive operation was repeated at the regular dis- 
tance of fifteen years. The lands were measured 
by surveyors, who were sent intot||| provinces ; 
tlteir nature, whether arable or paslure, or vine- 
yards or wnod^ was 

estimate was made of their commtm vaTite fimn 
the average produce of five years. The numbers 
of slaves and of cattle constituted an essential part 
of the report ; an oath was administered to the 
|Ht]q)rletors,Wiuch bound them todisclose thetrue 

varicate, or elude the intention of the ie^Sator, 
were severely watched, and punished as a capital 
crime, which included the double guilt of treason 
and sacrilege.' A large portion of the tribute 

' ' ' ' '• ' 

* Habemus cnim et homiQUift immertun qui delati suat^ et 
^{ixn xnodum. Eumenius in' Panej^.-' Vet* 8. €od. 

V&aBd- J. xiii, tit. x* xi, with Godefroy’a - 

' Siquis sacrile^ vUem falce succiderit, aut feraciam Ramorum 
fietus hehetaverit, quo deciinet fidem Censumn* et mentiatur calUde 
paupertatiaingenium, mux detectus capitale ^ubibit exitium) et bona 
ejas in Fisci jara migrabunt. Cod. Thcod. 1. xiii, tit. xi, leg. 1. 

Although this law is not without its studlt^d obscurity, it is, how* 
ever, clear enough to prove the minuteness of the inquisitioi^ as^ 
the disproportion of the penalty* 
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CHAP, was paid itf money ; and of the current coin of 
the empire, gold alone could be legally accepted.* 
'J'M rematniicr of the taxes, according to thd pro- 
portions deterniincd by the annual indiction, was 
furnished in a manner still more direct, and still 
more oppressive, dvccording to the different na- 
ture of lands, their real produce, in the various 
articles of wine or oil, corn or barley, wood oi’ 
iron, wasIS'jinsportcjdliv the labour or at the ex- 
pence of vlie provincial' to the imperial inaga- 
2in.es, froin wlnnice tlu'v were occasionally distri- 
buted, for the use of the court, ol’ the army, and 
of the two capitals, Rome and Clonstantinople. 
The commissioners of the revenue were so fre- 
♦pienlly obliged to make considei’able purchases, 
that they were strictly proliibited from allowing 
any ii«ffl^nfefioni of from receiving in money 
the value of those supplies wliich wi^ in 

kind. In the primitive simjilicity of small com- 
munities, this method may be well adajitecl to 
collect the almost imluntary offerings of the 
people ; but it is at once suscejitibleof the utmost , 
latitude and of the utmost strictness, which in a 
corrupt and absolute tfionaPchy must introduce a 
perpetual contest between the powerof oppression 
and the arts of fraud ** The agriculture of the 

® The aMoiiiohment of Pliny would have ceased. Equidem 
mirror p. *. viytis jfentjbus argentum semper imperitasse non aurrm. 
Hist. Natur. jutxiii, 15. 

* Some precautions were taken (see Cod. Theod. 1. xi, ^t. ii, 
and Co4» Justimaii. k x, tit. xxvii, leg. 1, 2, 3) to restrain the ma- 
gistrates from the abuse of their authority, eithc r in the exaction 
or in the purchase ot corn : but those who bad learning enough to 

read 
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Roman provinces was insensibly ruined, and, in chap. 
the progress of despotism, which tends to disap- 
point its own pmjw^the emperors were obliged 
to derive s^g^^Ifeerit from the forgiveness of 
debts, or remission of tributes, which their 
sul^^fS were utterly incapable of paying. Ac- 
cording to the new division of ^jl^y, the fertile 
and happy province of Campania, the scene, of 
the early victories and of the delicious retire- 
ments of the citizens of Rome, extended between 
the sea and the Appenine from the Tyber to 
the Silarus. Within sixty years after the death of 
Constantine, and on the evidence of an actual siur- 
vey, an exemption was granted in faVour of three 
hundred an4 thousand Englishr.ocros Of 
sert and uncultivated land ; whici amounted to 
one-eighth of the whole surface of the province. 

As the footsteps of the barbarians had not yet 
been seen in Italy, the cause of this pmazing de- 
solation,. which is recorded in the laws, can be 
ascribed Only to the administration of the Ronton 

, *' ■ .V 'W-* • 

emperors. 7 ; - 

Either from designor from accident, the mode Assessed in 
of assessment seemed to unite the substance of Uof a 

Ution 

read the orations of Cicero against Verres Uii de Fnunento), might 
instruct themselrcs in all the verioos arts of oppres^^, with regpl4 
to the weight, the price, the quality, and the carrip^ The aeartee 
of an unlettered governor would supply the ipwnikM OT preM^ or 
precedent. 

‘ Cod. Theod. 1. li, tit. ixviii, leg. 2, published the 24th of 
March. A. tt, 395, by the emiieror Honorius, only two months after 
Uie death of his father Theodosius. He speaks of 52S,042 Roman 
.tugcra, which 1 have reduced to the English measure. The lugerum 
romained 23,800 sqaare Roman feet. 
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CHAft land tsx wtth the forms of a capitatlon.*^ The 
reinma '..which were sent of every province or 
expressed the number of tributary sub- 
yesiE^ and the amount of the public impositions. 
The latter of these sums was divided by the for- 
mer 5 and the estimate, that such a province con- 
tained so many capita, or heads of tribute ; and 
that each head was rated at such a price, was 
universaUyj5pE)rived,, «a* .<^:^ in tire popular, but 
m - Whs vakneM a 

must have varied, according to 
m^y accidental, or at least fluctuating circum- 
stances: but some knowledge has been preserved 
of a very curious fact, the more important, since 
it relates to one of the richest pi evinces of the 
Roman empire, and which now flourishes as the 
m^.i^endid i^ the European kingdoms The 

the wealth of Gaul, by exacting twenty-fiv^^^^ 
of gold for the annual tribute of every head. 
The humane policy of his successor reduced the 
capitation to seven pieces.' A moderate prp* 

travag^ andoChraa^nrinduIgencet 

may therefore be fixed at sixteen pieces of gold, 

» Godefroy (God. Theod. tom. vi, p. IIQ «ripBe* Vith 
and learning on the subject of the capitatfon; hot whHe he explains 
the caput, as a share or measure of property, he too absolutely ex- 
tiades the idea of a personal assessment. 

> inofuerit (./stuins*) anhelantSbos extremi penuria Gtt- 

maxime quod jHimitus partes eas ingressus, . ea. 

tribi^ nondae xteenos qainos aureos reperit'dagitari ; 
diseedeoa ecro septenot tantum munera nniversa complentes. Am, 
IPian. 1. zfi, c. f. 
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at- about nine pounds st^^g, the common stand- chap. 
ard perhaps of the impositions of Gaul.” But 
this calculat#^, pt indeed the facts from 

whence cannot fail of suggesting 

two to a thinking mind, who will be 

of the capitation. '^^tespp^^feiBgp lain 
them maj perhaps reflet some light' 
l^tsting Subject of the finances of the decKrdn^ 
empire. 

I. It is obvious, that, as long as the immutable 
constitution of human nature produces and main- 
taips so unequal a division of property, the most 
numerous part of the community would be de- 
prived of their subsistence, by the equal assess- 
ment of a tax from which the sovereign would 
derive a very trifling revenue. Such indeed might 
be the theory of the Roman capitation; but in 
the practice, this unjust equality was no longer 


' ... • _ 

■ t>i'Uie'Biicahit»oit8r<ny.jw^«SB>iiMy wiMlw.CotwtMitiBe Mid 

hiR 8u<*ce!Uiors, we need onl^ refer to the cxecBMt of Bin 

Grea^’es on the Denarius, for the proof of Che following principles t 
1. That the ancient and modern Roman pound, containing 
grains of Troy weight, is about one twelfth lighter than the Engli^ 
pound, which is composed of 5760 of the same grains ; 9, That the 
pound of gold, which bad once been divided into forty-eight aarei, 
was at this time coined fat* seven^-two smaller pieces of the 
denomination ; 3. That five of were the l^gal teadsr.iM^ 

a bound of silver, and that consequents'^ ^ 

dbasiged for fourteen pounds eight ounces' of shvef; to the 

Rodum, or about thirteen pounds according to the English, weight ; 
4. That the English pound of rilver is coined into fixty-two shillings. 
From these •elements we may compute the Re. nan pound of gold* 
the usual nu^bod of reckoning large sums, at forty pounds sterling* 
and we may fix. the currency of the avreut at somewhat mure 
elevm shillings. 
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CBA7> felt, as the tribute collected on the priuciple 

*'^**‘- of a reo/, hot of a »e/\yorta/ imposition. Several 
ind%ent citizens contributed to compose a single 
hedd,or share of taxation; while the wealthy pro- 
vincial, in proportion to his fortune, alone repre- 
sented several of those imaginary beings. In a 
poetical request, addressed to one of the last and 
most deserving of the Roman princes who reign- 
ed in Gaul, Sidonius Appollinari.s personifies his 
trilmte figure of a triple monster, the 

"Grecian fables, and intreats the 
Mew Hercules that he would most graciously be 
pleased to save his life by cutting ofi‘ three of his 
heads.5 The fortune of Sidonius far exceeded 
the customary m ealth of a poet; but if he had 
pursued the allusion, he must have painted many 
of heads of 

the deadly Hydra,- spreading- 
country, and devouring the substance of an hun- 
dred families, ii. Tiie difficulty of allowing an 
annual sum of about nine pounds sterling, even 
for the average of the capitation of Gaul, may be 
rendered mere evident by the comparison of the 
present state of the same country, as it is no'w go- 
verned by the absolute monarch of an industrious, 
wealthy, and affectionate people. The tax^ of 
Trance cannot be magnified, either by fear or by 


" Geryones iios esse puta, monstrumque tributum. 

Hie ut vivam, tu inihi toUe tria» 

Su>OM» Apoliinab. cann. 

'i'he ^^utation of'Fatbec Sirmond Jed me ta expect more saUtdactiou 
than 1 have found in his note (p* l‘l>4) on thia remarkable passage* 
Tne words» suo vel ruorum nomine, betray the perplexity of the com- 
mtnutfr. 
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flattery, beyoivd the annual amount of eighteen 
miliions sterling, which-ought perhaps to be 
shared among fouf-and-twenty millions of inha- 
bitants.® Sewsfa millions of these, in the ca- 
pacity of fathers, or brothers, or husbands, may 
discharge the obligations of the remaining multi- 
tude of women and children; yet the e^ual pro- 
portion of each tributary subject will searcely-ri^ 
atmve fifty shillings of our money, instead of a 
proportion almost four times as considerable, 
which W'as regularly imposed on their Gallic an- 
cestors. The reason of this difference may be 
found, not so much in the relative scarcity or 
plenty of gold and silver, as in the different state 
of society in ancient Gaul and in.ii]Kdbi:nJPi^a^.e^ 
In a country where personal freedom is the pri- 
vilege of every sv\bject, the whole mass of taxes, 
w hether they are levied on property or on con- 
sumption, may be fairly divided among the whole 

^ a9s«ttKm>;ho«^v^ formidable it may seem^ is founded on 
theori^nai i’eglalers of deacfttf* aod marriogesv cuiliictad by 

public authority, and now deposited m the Cun^Ue f»encraiftt 
The annua] average of births, throughout the whole kingdom, takeix 
in fi\e ycar.s (,tVom 1770 to 1774-, both inclusive), is, 410, 04-9 boys, 
and 449,^69 girls, in all 928,918 children. The province of French 
Uaiaault alone furoibhes 9906 births; and wc are assured, by an 
actual numoraiion of the people, annually repeated from the year 
1773 to the year 1776, that, upon an average, Hainault contains 
257,097 inhabitants. By the rules of lair analf^, we might 
that the ordinary proportion of annual births to the wh(^ a* 

bout 1 to 26 ; and that the kingdom of France contains 24,151, 
persons of both sexes and of every age. If we content ourselves 
with the move moderate proportion of 1 to 25, the whole population 
will amount to 23,222,950. From the diligent lesearcbcs of the 
French government (which are not unworthy of our own imitatioiu, 
we may hope to obtain a still greater degree of ceu.t'.nW or, th^ 
ifn.'ortant subject. 
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CH,Aft body of ^e.ftation. But the far greater part of 
the Ihnds of ancient Gaul, as well as of the other 
prpiShces of the Roman world, were cultivated 
by riaves, or by peasants, whose dependent con- 
dition was a less rigid servitude/ In such a 
state the poor were maintained at the expence of 
the masters, who enjoyed the fruits of their la- 
bour; and as the rolls of tribute were filled only 
w ith the nag^bf tho^cithsens whopossessed the 
mef^^olNiaiii^lll^ritble, of atteast of a de^nt 
j||d}sistenei^^e comparative smallness of their 
Ifnmbers explains and Justifies the high rate of 
their capitation. The truth of this assertion may 
be illustrated by the following example. The 
Jidui, one of the most powerful and civilized 
tribes or cities of Gaul, occupied an extent of ter- 
rltoi^ ht)ove five hunui^d 

thousand inhabitants, in ■ thb 
dioceses of Autun and Nevws Z and with the 


P Cod. Theod. J. v, tit. ix, x, xi. Cod. Justinian. 1. xi, tit. Ixiii. 
Coloni appeilantur qui conditionem debent genitaii solo, propter 
agriculturani sub dominio possessorum. Augustin, de Civitate Del, 
1. 3^ ^ i* 'A'’- . ■ ■ 

^ The ancient jurisdiction of (AugtulMlmttn) Autun in Burgun- 
dy, the capital of the .®dui, comprehended the adjacent territory of 
(Arowodunnin) Nevers. See d’Anville, Notice de I’Ancienne Gaole, 
p. 491. The two dioceses of Autun and Nevers are bow ehmptHcd, 
the former of 610, and the latter of 160 parisbak The registers 
of births, taken during eleven years, in 476 parishes of the same 
province of Burgundy, and multiplied by the moderate proportion of 
25 (see Messance Recherehes surla Fopulation, p. 142), may a6. 
tfaorise ns to assign an average number 0^656 persons for each paiM, 
yrhteh being again mattiplied by the 970 parishes of the dioe^ of 
Nevers and Autun, vOl ftoditce Uie sum of 505,120 persons for the 
extent «{ coontry which was once possessed by the 5^ui. 
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probable accession of those of Chalons and Ma- 
con/ the population, would amount to eight 
hundred thousand imuls. In the titae of Con- 
stantine, tJ»^4e«itory of the ^dui afforded no 
mope than twenty-five thousand heads of capita- 
tion#uf whom seven thousand were discharged by 
that prince from the intolerable«weight of tri- 
bute.’ A just analogy would seem to cmmte- 
Hfflnce the opinion of an ingenious historian,* 
that the free and tributary citizens did not sur- 
pass the number of half a million ; and if, in the 
ordinary administration of government, their an- 
nual payments may be computed at about four 
millions and a half of our money, it would ap- 
pear, that althot^^the shared ea^iindividtod 
was four times as considerable, a fourth put only 
of the modern taxes of France was levied on the 
imperial province of Gaul. The exactions of 
Constantins may be calculated at seven millions 
sterlit^, which were reduced to two millions by 
the Immlmar 

' We might derive an additional supply of 301,750 inhabitants 
from the dioceses of Chalons (CabiUoTom) and of Ma 9 on (JVfoh'sco) ; 
since they contain, the one 200, and the other 260, parishes. Tins 
accession of territoiyr might be justiSed by very specious reasons. 
1. Cbiloos and Ma^on were uodoubtedly w'hin tlie original juris- 
diction of the ^dni. (See d'AmriRe Notice, p. 187-443.) t. In 
the Notitia of Gaul, they are enninemcd not w^tSMiMae, 
ly mtCattnU 3. They do not appear to •“*» 

bethmfte 6fth and sixth centuries. Vet there is a pamage in Eume- 
nius (Piini^r. Vet. viii, 7) which very forcibly deters me from ex- 
tending the territory of the jEdui in the reign of Constantine along 
the beautiful banlts of the navigable Saonc- 

• Eumeniua^ ^negyr. Vet. viii, 11. 
k’AbW du Boa Hist. Critique de U M. F. taia- i, P- 121- 
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CHAP. 

XVII. 


on trade 
and in* 
dustry. 


But this tax, or capitation, on the proprietors 
of would have suffered a rich and numerous 
Capitation class of free citizens to escape. With the view 
of sharing- that species of wealth which is derived 
from art or labour, and which exists in money 
or in mercliantUze, the emperors imposed a dis- 
tinct and personal tribute on the trading part of 
their subjects." Some exemptions, very strictly 
confined both- in time and place, were allowed to 
the propriej^liti^W’ho disposed of the produce of 
th^u* own l^Stes. Some indulgence was granted 
to the profession of the liberal arts : Imt every 
other branch of commercial industry w as affected 
by the severity of the law. The honourable mer- 
chant of Alexandria, who imported the gems and 
spices of India for the use of the western world ; 
the:Mi£a^ ,#hh deri^^erffrom the interest of mo- 
n^y a silent and ignominious profit ; the fiage- 
nious manufacturer, the diligent mechanic, and 
even the most obscure retailer of a sequestered 
village, were obliged to admit the officers of the 
revenue into the partnership of their gain : and 
the sovereign of the Roman empire, who tolerated 
the profession, consented to share the infamous 
salary of public prostitutes. As this general tax 
upon industry was collected every fourth year, it 
was styled the lustral contribution : and thehisto- 
rian Zosimiis" laments that the approach of the 
fatal period was announced by the tears and ter- 


" Si^ Cod. Theod. 1, xiii» tit. i, iv- 

• Zogfinus, 1. ii, p. 115. There is probably as miich passion and 
prejudice in the attack of Z^imus, as in the elahorate defence of 
the memory of Constantine by the zealous Dr. Ho eiU Hi.st. of the 
World, vo). 1 ), p. 20. 
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Tors of the citizens, who Were often compelled chap. 

' by the impending scourge to embrace the most 
abhorred and unnatural methods of procuring the 
sum at which 'their property had been assessed. 

The testimofty of Zosimus cannot indeedbe justi- 
fied&a®a Recharge of p^sion and pr^udice ; but, 
from the nature of this tribute, it seems reason- 
able. to conclude, that it was arbitrary in the dis»f 
trihittion, and extremely rigorous in the mode of 
collecting. The secret wealtli of commerce, and 
the precarious profits of art or labour, are suscept- 
ible only of a discretionary valuation, which is 
seldom disadvantageous to the interest of thetrea- 
suiy-; and as the person of the trader supplies the 
want of a visible and pmnanent security, the ” 

ment of the imposition, which in the casd of a 
land-tax, may be obtained by the seiz.uro of pro- 
perty, can rarely bo extorted by any other means 
than those of corporal punishments. The cruel 
treatment <rf the insolvent debtors of the state, is 
attested, and was army 

humane edict of Constantine, who, discIaiTHihg 
the use of racks and of scourges, allots a spacious 
and airy prison for the place of their confine- 
ment.^ 

These general taxeswere imposed and levied by Free gifts, 
the absolute authority of the monarchy ; fatittte 
occasional offerings of the coronary re- 

tained the name and semblance of popular con- 
sent. It was an ancient custom that the allies of 
the republic, who ascribed their safety or deliver- 


' Cod. Theod. 1. xi, tit. t.i, leg. 3. 



§6 A»B ?AfcjL 

CHAP. to Ae success of the Roman arms ; and even 

the xaties of Italy, who admired the virtues of ' 
victorious general, adorned the pomp of his 
; triumph by their voluntary gifts of crowns of gold, , 

tvhich, after the ceremony, were consecrated in 
the temple of Jupiter, to remain a lasting monu- 
ment of his glory to future ages. The progress 
of zeal and flattery soon multiplied the huinber, 
and increas^thesize, pf Riese popular donations; 
and the of Caesar was ^enriched with /; 

ifwosthousffisd’eighthundred and twenty-two mas- 
sycrowms, whose w'eight amounted to twenty thou- 
sand four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold. 
This treasure w^as immediately melted down by ■ 
the prudent dictator, w’ho was satisfied that it 
would be more serviceable to his soldiers than to 

imitated 1^ his sue- . 

; and the pustom^ was u|trotfeee^^B|4^- I; 
changing these splendid ornaments for the more « - 
acceptable present of the current gold coin of the 
empire.* The spontaneous offering was at 
length exacted as the debt of dutj- ; and instead 
of beiz^ confined to the occasion of a triumph, it 
was supposed to be granted by the several cities 
and provinces of the monarchy, as often as, the 
emperor condescended to announce his accession, 
his consulship, the birth of a son, the creation of 
a Caesar, a victory over the barbarians, or any 
other real or imaginary event which graced the 

* See Lipeins de Magnittid. StBOiana. I. ii, c. 9. The Tarra* 
gonese Spain presented Uie emperor Claudius n ith a crown of gold 
of seven, and Gaul with another of nine, hundred foar.ds weight 
have followed the rational emendation of Lipsitis. 
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annals of his reign. The peculiar free gift of ; chap. 
the senate of Rome was fixedi by custom at six- 
teen Inmdred poimds of gold, or about sixty- 
four thonspi^^^nds sterling. The oppressed 
subjects : 9 ^t)rated their own felicity, that their 
s^ippt' shouM: <xuM^t to accept 

tils* feeble but voluntary their 

loy^ty and gratitude.* 

pOTple elated by pride, or soured by4iS-®“”’“* 
content, are seldom qualified to form a just esti- 
mate of their actual situation. The subjects of 
Constantine were incapable of discerning the de- 
cline of genius and manly virtue, which so far 
(|^,adcid them below the dignity ef their an- 

ce^<H«:;v 

of tyranny, the relaxation Of 
increase of taxes. The impartial historian, who 
acknowledges the justice of their complaints, will 
observe some favourable circumstances whkdt 


ness, was still rejlelled, or suspended, on the fron- 
tiers. The arts of luxiuy and literature were 
cultivated, and the elegant pleasures of society 
were enjoyed, bythehatjaybi^nts of accmsiiterable 
portion of the globe. jthf 

th%i expence, of the civil adiniBiEt i i at ip ltg»e ittei>- 
buted jia restrain the irregular licence of the sol- 
diers ; sml although the laws were violated by 

• CacL TheocC'n *11, tit. *iSi. The senators were supposed to he 
exemfd fimn the .tlieva Carmtamm s but the jinri OUotio, wMck 
was required at their haid^ was precisely of the same natures 
VOL. III. H 


te»«fe4.to» dy^ ;iate tiie lois^.of tiieir condition, 
soon 







cm AT'. powssr,^iCaEi|^«rverted by subtlety, the sage prio- 

the Roman jurisprudence preserved a ' ■ 
order and equity, unknown to the despo- 
^ governments of the east. The rights of man., 
kind 'might derive some protection from religion . . 

and philosophy ; and the name of freedom, which 
could no longer alarm, might sometimes admo- 
nish, the successors of Augustus, that they did 
not reign ©W' a slaves mr brurbm'ians.'' 


•V*' • * ‘V 'VS' , 

his jvdtckmft advice to Ms son, * ^ 
in le Coiuuiat. Hoo<H-ii, 214, &c.) distinguishes the station of 
ft Roman prince from that of a Parthian monarch. Virtue was ne* 
cemary for the one ; birth might suffice for the other. 


, • "'s' 








■ 'S' 
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' Constantine — Dmsion of the 
fomr-?]Partian war — 'Tragw deaths cf 
jSfOunger and Constans-~-Usurpalion of 
tins — Civil way — Victory of Constantius. 

rp 

A HE diaracter of tiie j^aoe wlio remov^ xvm' 

the seat of ^apire, tatd introduced such un> 

BOrtaBt'chanees into the <»vil and relkeiohti 

rv? .. . - ^ ^.*l» ofCon- 

stotutioB 


and divided the opinions, of manl^ndi. 
grateful eeal of the Christians, the deliverer of 
the church has been decorated with every atUri- 
bute of a hero, rad even a sunt ; vhile the 



Conttwithif to thtti 

who, by their vice and weakne^, 
the imperial purple. The same passions have in 
some degress been perpetuated to succeedinggene* 
rations, and the <to»acter of Constantine is con* 
sidered, even in the ig^ ^ otgeet 

either of satire or of paneg^nele, ;, 
tW union of those defects wt 
his warmest admirers, and of those virtues which 
are acknowledged by his most implacable ene- 
n^i, we hope to delineate a just portrait 

of thwt extirardinary man, which the truth ani' 
candour of hbtoiy should adopt wiflKRit .a 

H 2 
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c'iai*.' 


His vir- 
tues. 



'CLI'NE llTflf* 





i would soon appear, that the tain 
blend such discordant colours, and to 
such inconsistent qualities, nrast pro- 
a figure monstrous rather than human, im- 
less it is viewed in its proper and distinct lights, 
by a careful separation of the different periods 
of the reign of Constantine. ' • 

The person, as Well as the mind, of Constaff- 

eaiUiiifmenti^^’nis stature fvaS’lotlty, hHt ebun- , 
hiaj^tic, his deportment graceful; his 
strength and activity were displayed in every 
manly exercise, and from his earliest youth, to a 
very advanced season of life, he preserved the vi- 
gour of his constitution by a strict adherence to 
the temperance. 

^nit^ersatkai ; - and ' thotfgff ’iif 
indulge his disposition to raillery with less reserve 
than was required by the severe dignity of hk 
station, the courtesy and liberality of his mannas 
gained the hearts of all who approached him. 
'iTie Sideerity of hk friebdshiphasbdel^mspected; 
yet he shewed, on some oeduions, that he was 
not incapable of a wai‘m and lasting attachment. 
The disadvantage of an illiterate edneatitm had 
not prevented him from forming a just estimate 


‘ On.oe tc tromjMia point mr Constmtttei crayant tout laliin 
^’en dit Etnebe, «t tout le Men ^ea ^ Zosime. Flem^ut. 
imlttiastiqar^'tiliriB,]^ 'iMldasand Zosimus Omudeed 
the mtt extremes of dsttery and invective. The intenodHite shades 
are expressed by those writers, whose character ot situation vtffir 
•usiy tempeied the influence cd’ their religious zeal. 
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derived some the munificent 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

of thevalue of 


protection 


In the dispatch of 
ence was indefatigable ; and the 



giting audience to ambass 

complaints of his subjects, 
censured the propriety of his measures wctfe 
compelled to acknowledge, that he possessed mag- 
nanimity to conceive, and patience to execute, 
the most arduous dedgns, without being cheeked 
either by the prejudices of education, or by 

whom he conducted with the tale^ 
summate general ; and to his abilities, rather than 
to his fortune, we may ascribe the signal victories 
whidt he obtained over the foreign and domestic 

the re- 



The boundless ambition, Whicli, ' fiwi^tSfe' 
ment of his accepting the purple at York, ap- 
pears as tlm ruling passion of his soul, may be 
justified by the dbmgers of his own atuation, by 
the character of hist 
-superior merit, and 

would enable him to rest<M% i|»«Ei^^ 
to tbb#stracted empire. In his civil wars against 
M^en^»g,|md Licinius, he had engaged on his 
Mfe the nidations of the people, who com- 
pared the un^fflembled vices of those tyrm^ 
with the spirit of wisdmn and justice which sedned 



'tCS2 

.to ieiDOf of tbe admli^tratMW 

xnu. 

HiB vices. ;,/||||^CQnst^tine fallen on tbe bank$ of tbe 
or even in pbun$ of Hadriani^, 
^qb ia the character which, with a few escep- 
iionSs, be might have transmitted to posterity. 
But the conclusion of his reign (aeeofd^ to the 
moderate and indeed tender s^enee of a writer' 
pf the hhn rank 

wbh^i^ dAsmmog 

(^j^httS^dp^^princes.* In thelhe of Augustus^ 
we behold the tyrant of the republic, cooiverte^ 
ahnest by knperc^ible degrees, into the fatha 
of his ccmntry and of human kind. In that cf 
Constantine, we may contemplate a hero, wbe 

or raised % eohqoest abeye the necessity of dissi-^ 

ssslssr general peace which he main-, 

tained during the last fourteen years of bis reign^ 

, ''^‘iWstcfMiral-TnnstHitTn* mndlectcSiSMUiv’aioB^aMfleMn 

Eniropius, and the yeimger VicUv, tro jSineere pa^tijas,^ 
wrote after the extinction of his famii^. Even ZostUus, and the 
AWcror rvlian, acknwledgct Us personal ceuiagc and mlStitry tf 
chieveniehta, . . 

' See Eutropins, x, 6. In priino Imperii teiapeMr nfOmis princi. 
piims, ultimo mediis compaiandux. Prom tbe 'ancient Greek ver- 
UnB.of Eeeanius (edit. Ua vereamP) f. itta incHiied to sns* 

BeettUu 1^011:^118 had wipnally wri*Wi®*»wedijs,; and that. ^ 
hffimrite ntoBO^nahte wag dr<^{^ ^ the wyiUl inadvertei|li^^ 
trUiiiuUM Atil U iwt’ . jpatof lUnil ii lia ' ^ general opiiriiii^iljr s 
rulgw^f^d mdeed oliiB^ jKMerh. 7r«defa- decern P«»r 
stantissisaii i duodseiiii seqpealUHis lain ; decem novisalwis gugiUfit 
•b immodicaa-dnrfiisiones. ' - 
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was a period of a|^>sareiit.i^i;^tdour rather than 
real prosperity; and the oU. age of Constantine 
was disgraoed <^posite yetr^ncUeabte 

vices of .x^ipiikaness and prodi^itj. The ac> 
cusprial^hteasures found in the palaces of Max- 
Ideinte^iiiRaealiin^dily consumed ; the 
various innovations introdnc^.j^^^'uowmiiesrm' 
W^e af traded with an increasing expesaei^^^^ 
cost of his buildings, his court, and his festivals, 
required an immediate and plentiful supply ; and 
the oppression of the people was the only fund 
which could support the magnificence of the 
soverei^/ His unworthy favourites, enriched 
% fhehpundiess liberality of their master, usmp- 


ed with 


ruption.^ A secret but universal dec^-WEMtliBlt 
in every part of the public administration ; and 
the emperor himself, thou^ he still retained the 
obedience^ gradually lost the esteem, of his sub- 

wbicb, towards 



to degrade him in the eyes of mankiiMf. 'The 
Asiatic pomp, which had been adopted by the 
pride of Diocletian, assumed an air of softness and 
effeminacy in the person of Constantine. He 


, ' Julian. Orat. i, p. 8 , in a Sih|trt:faiy ^ i c e ii m y iwwiW ;j b >o» 
teta the son of Constantine ; and 3SS>~3|a^i^ £^14, 

Thn^statdjrhaiWngsaf 

as and unexceptionable proof of the profuseness of their 

Ibundfag.. 

s The teifnctid Ammianos deserres all oar conSdence. Proxl- 
Wxum faueih,9iq^iiit primus omnium Constantimo, L. xvi, c. 8. 
Bnsddus himself emrfnses the abase (Vit. Constantin. I. ir, c.2S, 
5%; Ad some of tte Ur^erial laws feebly point out the 
See above, p. 53 of Utis volume. 
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Chap. 

XVIIi. 


n 4 
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eH-AP.' is with false hair of various colours, 

arranged by the skilful artists of the 
ll?a diadem of a new and more expensive 
a profusion of gems and pearls, of col- 
lars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing robei^ 
of silk, most curiously embroidered with flowers ^ 
of gold. In such apparel, scarcely to-be excused 
by the youth and foJJy of Elagabalus, we are at a 
loss to diaptwer the .yiplMi^i^ ah ^^.monarch, 
and, |hh;'sin||^C|^];^v{a A 

by prosperity and indulgence, , . 
was incapable of rising to that magnanimity which* 
disdains suspicion, and dares to forgive. The 
deaths of Maximian and Licinius may perhaps be 
justified by the maxims of policy, as they are 
taught in tlic schools oi ^y-yjm ts : impartial 

“ ' 18, .or rath^,p^ufdcrs, 

1 uhllled :tlic dt^ining* age oi!,'$7cHDaliu^iine, 
will suggest to our most candid thoughts, the idea . 
of a prince, who could sacrifice without reluctance 
the laws of justice, and the feelings of nature, to 
the dictates either of his passions or of his in^ 


Hi* family. The same fortune which so mvarihbly ftdlowed 
tbestandard of Constantine, seemed to secure the 
hopes and comforts of his domestic life. Thc^ 
among' his predecessors who hasd ettjoyed the 
longest and most prosperous reigns, Augustus, . 


B . JuBaa, ia tbe C^rs, attempis_to^B£i)& hte unde. His^jt 
teaUmi^ b^QOUfiitoed Uie learned Sp^^^m, 

wltliiaie. authority of medtla (see ^mmentaire, p. IS6, 2^,397, 
459> Eniebius (Orau c. 5) allege.*, that Constantine drca*^ for the 
public, not for himself. Were this admitted, the vainest coxcomh ^ 
could never want an excuse. 
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Trajan, and BiocletiaHj^had been disappouxted 
posterity; and tibe frequent revolutions had never 
allowed suffidenktitos fbr any imperial family to 
grow up.»i^l(^IIMt!tiply under the ^mde of the 
pur]^. the royalty of the Flavian line. 


dius, descended through seveitdTg@BfCBtsms^,aiid 
Constantine himself derived from his 
ttsS'heteditary honours which he transmitted toh& 
children. The emperor had been twice married. 
Minervina, the obscure but lawful object of his 
youthful attachment,’ had left him only one son, 
who was called Oispus. By:Fausta, the daugblo' 
of^Maatirnmn, he had three daughters, mui three 

Constantins, and Constans. The ’ 
brothers of the great Constantine, Julius Constan- 
tins, Dalmatius, and llannibalianus,^ were per- 
mitted to enjoy the most honourable rank, nnd the 
nmrtsaSoiaKte^EBrtoEie; cmdd be consistent 

lived without a name, and died vrHhojtt|dMeriiyT 
His two elder brothers obtained in marriage the 
daughters of wealthy senators, and propagated 
new branches of the imperial race. Gallus and 

' Zosimus and Zonaras agne Minervina 

enctobine of Constantine ; but Duran^ ban ntj gUBtf»qjr UBiw* 
producing a decialve poanagd tate'ilOMir'mdljiiB*- 
gyricaa^ Ab ipso sine pueritiae te matrimonii legibua dediatL” 

* (Familiie Byaantinae, p. ’4*) bestows on him, after 

Zonaras, tb»ii^ of Constantine ; a name somewhat unlikely, as it 
ants tOready oiiifiad by the elder brother. That of Hannibaiianus 
is mentioiied iif the raschtl Chronicle, and is aH’rored by Tille- 
mont. Hist. des. Sn^etewa, tom. ir, p. 5ST. 


IQ# 

CHAR, 

XVI^ 



CH A-p. JuBstt I^^wirards became the most illi^trious rf 
of Julius Constaiitius, the pfaricion. ‘ 
’ipptwo sons of Dalmatius, who had beoi ^co- 
Sited with the vain title of Censor, were named j 
, Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The two sisters 


of thegreat Constantine, Anastasia and Eutropia, 
were bestowed on Optatus and Nepotianus, two /i 
senators of noble, birth and of consular dignity. ; 
His third sister, CossiAii^was dis^iguished byi% 
greatoestJiSd rrf; 

the widow of the vanquished Lici^ fw 


nius ; and it was by her entreaties, that an inno-. 


Virtues rf 
Criapus. 


cent boy, the offering of their marriage, jH^e* 
served for some time his life, the title of Caesar, " 
and a precarious hope of the succession. Besides ' 
the female^ ^dthe.{i]j|ji^.of.sthe:Elanan house, 

Baodern courts wrmld ^y I 

the hlood, seemed, accordii^ to the order “of "i 
their birth, to be destined either to inherit or to 
support the throne of Constantine. But in le® ; 
than thirty years, this numerous and.iiicreasii^ 
^i^^jAaaxcdaced to tiie persrms.of 
aitd Julian, who alone had srarvived a series of / 
mmes and calamitfes, such as the teagic poets 
have deplored in the devoted lines of Pelops and 
of Cadmus. ; — , r 

Crispus, the eldest son of C<msta»tine, and tha* 
presumptive heir of the ernfare, is represe^^ 
% ^|>artirf.historians s an amiable and ® 

ywrth. ciare of his educatiowC or ^ 
least ^ his studies, was entrusted to Lactantics, > 
the most eloquent of the Christians ; a preceptor 





JSWtllfE 


A'P. toHl^3|BpMnttrs ; while, from the opening vir- 
taes«|^ liis successor, they fondly conceive the 



hopes of private as well as pub- 


Oct. 10. 


Jealousy This dangcrous populhnty soon excited the atS- 

tention of Constantine, who, both as a father and ^ 
B. 334. ag a king, was impatient of an ^[atid.'^Instead 

attempting to setaffe the all^iance of his son, by || 
the geuCToas ties andi^^titude, 

4|||a^riMliiil^ fn>m:.di^tished ambition. Cri^V|li^f 
soon had reason to complain, that while his infaii^ 
brother Constantins was sent, with the title 
Caesar, to reign over his peculiar department 
the Gallic provinces," he, a prince of maturr /• 


years, who had 


amd signal ^ 



to his father’s court; and exposed, without pow^il 
or defence, to every calumny which the malice 
his enemies could suggest. Under such painhH 
circumstances, the royal youth might not alwa]^ 
bdiiA4et»nnBapose Ms behaviour, w iftppress his , 
discontent ; and we naayJbenasnred, that he wiM ■ f! 


"■ Euseb. Hist. Ecclesiast. 1. x, c. 9. Eutropius (x, 6) styles MS 
“ egregium virum;” and Julian (Orat. i) plainly alludffl.t*. , 
the exploits of Crispus in the civil wsir. S«S^'Sp«MWsi,^SBtti|iieni»'’ 

* Compare I^tius and th^ascfaal with Ammi|mp 

0. xir,'*; ^ in wl^ Coi^aMins was created ^Sr, , 

ht^M^ whg n>t he ignorant ot»^ day oC 

the idi^etsaiy. Ear the appointment of the new Ci^r to the 
provinces Oanl, sec Julian, Oral, i, p. 12. Gode&oy, ChraMt 
fcegnm, p. 26, and Bloadel de la Primautd de I’Eglise, p. 1183, 
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encompassed by a:^aiBc#4wMscreet or perfididiis c hap. 
followers, what^idac^B^stadied to inflame, and 
who were paibg^l||nii%cted to betray, the tm- 
nuarded .Wti^M^HThis resentment.' An edbt of^ »• 3 ?a 
C oiniwBti^^iniblished dmut this time, mani^ 


n'Recret conspiracy had been f(n!Mai4f^l|ili^~]li» 
per^ and-^vemment. By all the ailwi@Min|» 
nPhbrtOurs and rewards, he invites informeP#4!f 
every degree to accuse without exception his ma- 
gistrates or ministers, his friend or his most inti- 
nmte favouritesr protesting, with a solemn asse- 
veratkoi^ thathe hainiself wiU listen to the chmgst 
tSft^Aidinself win revenge tds injuries; and cmn> 
cl 


prehension of danger, that the pfovidigii^^HMhe 
Supreme Being may still continue to protect the 
safety of the emperor and of the entire.® 

^ The infiHinars, who complied with so liberal Disgrace 

Crispus as 

reason to distrust the veracity of the emperor, who 
had promised an ample measure of revenge and 
punishment. The policy of Constantine main- 
tained, howevo*, ttie^tUBia^i^iearanees ef re^^rd 
aj^ confidence towards wflo^yvl^he b|^|^ 
cdiRdder his most irreconcUa^M^ORiMfs^^^MI^ 
dainty struck with the customary vows for the 
long aii^juispicious reign of the young Caesar;^ 

• ,Cod. TheoA. A t*, tit. i». Godefroy suspected the secret motivoi 
DfthislMr. Connusiii. umi. ill, p. 9. , 

r Ducani^ Fam. Bytuit. p. >8. TiDeinoBt, Umi. Iv, p. SRI.' - 



im 

CWAP. 
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31^ j^ple, who werenoiadnutted into the 
ae(!B^ 0 ^ the palace, still loved his virtues, sod 
japffet ed his dignity, a poet who solicits Im recal 
exile, adores with equal devotion the «ia- 
jestyof the firther and that of the son.’ The 
time was now arrived for celebrating the august 
cCTcmony of the twentieth year of 'fee ^ 1 
Constantine ; mid the emperor, for that purpose,’ 




removai his Romc^ ip 



tongue, affected to express their sense of 
general happiness, and the veil of ceremony 
dissimulation was drawn for a while over the •?■ 



darkest designs of revenge and murder.' In the 
midst (ff the wsS 

hdd 

fee equity of a judge. The examination wa^„ .. 
femt and private;’ and as it was thought decent ;^ 
to conceal the fate of the young prince from fed , ■ 
eyes of the Roman people, he was sent und^* » 

< His name mu Poqihyrius Optai^aniis. The date of bis pant* 
jRrrfc, written, aecmding to, the taste of the age, in vile acrostics, is 
settled by Sealign ad Eoseb. p. SSO. Tillemont, torn, iv, p. 60t, 
and Fahriiaus Kblioth. Latin. L ir, c. 1. . , 

' Zosini. 1. ii, p, 103. Godefroy CbronoL - 

* Axftns, withoai a trial, is the stnmg, and tnosa the 

jnst, expression of Suidas. The eider VkSot, Siin Wfirtai th# 
neat rei|pi, speaks with heoomisg eautiom. .‘f .Tiatft grandiw iii^. 

qai eatJsS, patris jiidicto ocd^iaiufe’* tt we consult ^gWBc . 
dSl^g OTitWg^ totf c^ a ns,- lM| S iHiKer Vietbr, Orosinj^Rom, 
Zoi®^, and of Tours ; their,^@^ledge 

iriH gra&iaBy .to jpo'ease, as their means ef Jnfomntlea 

must have diminished $ a CftmuDstaoce which iineqiiaitly occtuns !■ 
bistoiical disipiisition. 
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Strong guard to Poia, uJMdo, where, soon alt^> c’hap. 
wards, he was {mt to deai^, either by the hand of 
the executioB«^^^^emore gentle operation 
of poisoib^igSSl^ 'Caesar Licinius, a youth of 
amiai^ iPianiiers, was uavolved in the ruin <rf 
Cf^|p^.iuad Constantine 

was unmoved by the prayers and^eKamii afej^ia fa- 


vourite i^er, pleading for the life 
jjiitbse rank was his only crime, and whose lossste 
did not long survive. The story of these unhappy 
princes, the nature and evidence of their guilt, 
the forms of their trial, and the circumstances of 
their death, were buried in mysterious obscmrit^ 
aBdt 'tho= courtly bish(^ who t has celeb^ted in 
anel ' 


observes a prudent silence on the sttbjOt^^tifthlsaa 
tragic events.^ Such haughty contempt for the 
opinion of mankind, whilst it imprints an inde- 
lible stain on the memory of Constantine, mustro* 
<pGaeDt behaviovr of one of 

* AtiimiUM^ sir, 

tom. Codinus (p. 34) beheada the yeung prince ; rot Amoflm 
Apollinaris (Epiatol. v. 8), for the sake perhaps of an antithesis to 
Pausta’s worm bath, chooses to administer a draught of cold poison. 


■ Sororis fiium, eommodm indolis juvenem. Eutropius, a, 6. 
May I not be permitted to eonjeeture, that Crispus had married Hele- 
na, the daughter of the empehir<itilitelHV«ad that on the happy d»^ 
Uaary of the princess, in the yw SStsAjeDctol pardro aria WWdii 
hr Crostantine ? See Ducange, FanuByianb p> .4^ ^ 

tibuaari^ of the Theodosian Code, which hat WnajMli 
the intc^toters. Godefroy, tom. iii, p. 267. 

■ ''V)^ 

* See tbe’ lintiif Constantine, particularly I. ii, c. 19-20. Two 
iMBdeed and Mp years afterwards, Evagrius (1. iii, c. 41) deduced 
trim the rilence at l^nrinua a rain argument against the reality of tho 
feet. - - 
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the monarcbs of the present age. The 

-.iEz^^Beter, in the full possession of despotie 
submitted to the judgment of Russia, of 
d&ope, and of posterity, the reasons which had 
compelled him to subscribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at least of a degenerate, son.^ 

Tie em- 'J'fjg innoceiice of Crisnuswasso universally ac- 

press * ' ‘ ^ 

Kausta. knowledged, that the modern Greeks, who adore 
the mempiy of theiijfiHm^, are reduced to pal-, 

coBimdn 


«ttman nature forbade them to jus^y. 
ey pretend, that as soon as the afflicted fath# 
discovered the falsehood of the accusation 
which his credulity had been so fatally misled, he 
published to the world his repentance and remorse ; 
that he mourned forty dap, during which he abr 

ba^. aud al.l the ordi- 

tSay comfciu of life; 

instruction of posterity,he erected agolden slSftte 
of Ciispus, with this mepiorable inscription! 
To my son, whom I ^injnsily condemned.^ A 
talc so moral and so interesting would deserve to 
i^dJryiess^ceptionable authority; but 
if we consult the more ancient and authentic 
writers, they will inform us, that the repentance 
of Constantine was manifested only in acts of 
blood and revenge ; and that he abmed for the 
murder of an innocent son, by the ' e^^ition, 

» mstiSjs de PkMC le Grand, par VsMre, part ii, c. x. 
r^In (W&r ttet erected by Cons^lihe, 

■SNOerwanftfiipigiiUrtqr et tbe Arians, riijjfrfff very 

creates fp. 3^ adtneases, Htppolitus, and da younger 
Herod^ii^^ to whose ha^hsuy hiatoria he appeals w^ unbtusbb^ 
confidence. 


CV THE UOUAM EMPI|IE. 

]^hap» a goitty ascriba ^ 

Hiisfortooea ef «P Ms 

mother Fiat$t%/^|^Be iHiplaaflitie hatred, r ^ 
whose We, renewed ia the.pah^ 

oCQa*^|^«fr^ ancient tij^dy of H^fia^aa 

«£-Mia99, 

HW^ughter of Maximian -aaipfill^WlllaPda^ 
law of an incestuous attempt on thedbast^fa ^ 
Jii^ititdr’s'Wife ; and easily, obtained, fnoandf^ 
Jealousy trf the emperor, a sentence of death 
a^^st a young prince, whomshe considered with 
. rensoir as the most tmanidalde rivai< of her awn 
iMdc^ ' • il^it HelcH|,„the ag«d>pothar ei£>(Pa||:; 
ltll|tinrj IriTTi— t-iini revea^d theuntimely 


a reid or pretended tBaepyary wagr^maWwdibat 
Fansta hersdif entertamed a criminal connection 
with a slave belonging to the imperial staMes.^ 
Her candennation and penisbmeat were the aa- 

aed ^ adnl* 



wUch fdr^taC pmpmh 1 
traordinary degree.' By some it will perhaps be 


• So^io- Pi n ,103) majr be caraidnea- u ew erigiiull; 
The ingenolty of tbw i»aa>i^) wistedi ^ ■ finr lants lnM'. tbe> 
aneient^ has iHterttaNd aiti 'tejiMtaMiat ofewfire eM ia^ce^ 

vi. •« • 

.. .tetffilbBlMglus, 1. «, c. ♦. rswiiijw 

to dWsBtine the death of two wHwi of tfie'ltitweal^ftoOW «4’ 

of who waa the raoAerof Uetfaree xoacesien. Mm>- 

ewding three or foot ytaerwelajeed between- the death of 

Ctt^s and'^t rfFansta. The dder Victor is prudent ritent. 

< irPausta* wia-y« to death; It a reasonable to heKeee duct the 
^Tateqputmeflta of Uie pitace were the scraiecrf her exeentsMb- 

.. slh« 
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thoD^^^at the remembrMice of a ciotijugal 
^ mfirnii afi twenty years, and the honour of their, 
911 offspring, the destined heirs of the 
might have softened the obdurate heart 
of Constantine ; and persuaded him to suffer his, 
wife, however guilty she might appear, to ex,^ 
piate her offences in a solitary .prisERt; . But it^ 
seems a superfluous- labour to weigh 'thd'"'|»a' 
priety, uni^tro truth, of this;' 

ijcir-f 

Those 

attacked, and those who have defended, th^.’ 
character of Constantine, have alike disregarded r- 
t#o very remarkable passages of two orations prO-r ‘ 
nounced under the succeeding reign. Thefontteir 
cekbrates the v^ues, t^ hcaut^, ^dthe for-ii. 

lattar: asserts; in ex{flidt terms, that the mot 
of the younger Constantine, who was slain thre^ . 
years after his father’s death, survived to wee|% 
over the fate of her son.® Notwithstanding thfiff 

i writers^oftfaepagav^ 




The ontor Chi 78 e 8 toiii..iadtdgM hie ttoKj by exponng the, Bake4 
empress on a desert mountain, to be devoured by wild beasts. ; ' 

* Julian. Orat. i. He seems to call her the mether of CriqniK,’:. 
She might assume that title by adoption. At leae^^^m was.oot con~ , 
sidered as his mortal enemy. Julian nmqpaies ^ ftrtnne.of .Amsta , 
wUhthatof Farysatis, the Fmaiaa queeii..,,^A.j9Mil|m .vlK^ha«|^; 
tame aatnal^nei^feeted the ^ndAg^^E^\., ^ 

,iK|£t sip^.q^jsw le : . 

^iloi. “Vi m«it4s- 

' * IWhid, hi CaWhfiMA e> 4, ad Calcem Blgnip. edit.; 
Haveieaii^. The tax the jnest diyise ^ pioua of 

queens. -■*' ’ 
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lU 

as well as seligion, therajQs^ (Jh ar 

still remain sowi&rei^n^o bcli^ev' or at le£»t.to 
suspect, tib8#,Sj|j^|i«Bcap€a the Umd and siisi 
picious.(^ii||||iliMi)^ husband. The deaths of a 
SQn^,»fa^^>fr .nephew, ^ith the execution of a 

;/ who were involved may 

be sufficient however^ to justify the diauHisiBllli^ 
^afJ^man people, and to explain the satir^^ 
verses affixed to the palace-gate, comparing the 
splendid and bloody reigns of Constantine and 
Nero.* .• ■ t'»- r. • ■■■.. -■ 

By theodealh «£ Crii^ust^ti^inheritance ^ 

ei^^^a$^,.seeined to devolve on the- thfei^.aB^.cd' g^ or 

the names of Constantine, of 
Constans. These young princes were successive- 
ly invested with the title of Caesar; and the dates 
of their pixHUotion may be referred to the tent^ 





to multiply, the 
world, might be excused by the partiality of pa- 
ternal affectioii ; but it is not easy to understand 


- f Interfedt nnmwflsw ittlW j Mr. ^^ 'Y vlg 

. « Satorni aurea ssciila qnis reqatat^^- _ 

, bffic geiamea, sed Nenmiaaof^ 

It is SDHtwjbM singlUar, that the** aatiricai lints should be stunut- 
ed, not (d»eure libeller, er A diappototed patriot, Kit to 

Ahterius, ptHaqn faiister and faTOwrite of the emperor. We may 
p^hre tSmmt impattHoaa of the Bumait people were dietM- 
edly hi»nianlty,i»!sttB«»by snperstltioB. Xosim.!. ii, p. 10&.„j 
• » Euseh. Orat. !a'Ceas«mtiii,c. 3. These dates are suStieal^ 

correct to justjfj the isatotv > * 
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Their edU' 
eation 





. of the emperor, when he endangered 

^ botii of his family and of his peo^de^ 

unnecessary elevation of his two nqphew^ 
l^inatius and Hannib^kmus. The former was j 
raised, by the title of Caesar, to an equality with 
his cousins. In favour of the latter, Constantinf 
invented the new and singular sf^llation of'^: 
Nobilissimus-* tp which he annexed the flattel^g^^' 
distinction Of a roho^^^^Blfte iod gold. But aT;' ;Vi 

age.^; M 

4|i!hCpsfdih,'ffaiinibatianus a]one was distinguish* 
ed by the title of King ; a name which the suh- 
jeots of Tiberius would have detested, as the pro* v; f 
fane and cruel insult of capricious tyranny. The ' ' 
use of such a title, even as it appears under the 
reign (rf Co*Bt^tinei4i<%f*»SiS^Ood»^onnectf ' 

admitted on the -.g 
aikhot>Hy of imporiUl^miMidti'^^ f 

porm^'- wrkei^.’'- 

The whole empire was deeply interested in tliO 
education of these five youths, the acknowlec^ed I 
successors of Constantine. The e^qrfdsea rf ^ 

the fatigdea^ WW, «»d 

the duties of active lifh. Those who oecsskoallf J 
mmition the education or talents of Constantiu^ 
allow that he excelled in the gynanastie^M^ of ^ 


* Zosim. I. ii, p. 117. Ua«er «« p waoe M Maw «rf CmistantiK*, 

WotOKutsiiu was a vagttt nUier ^ a 1^ and determia^ 

-ptSfeV.-.' a* ^^?. . . •* - 

Adawmat jaaMsi .Wter WafcW ASBhTS^, Spaplieim _ 
MiUbiat. ■- *, m Aw«wv?,i,. 

I a4 loc.) . ^ Y»ls^ 



fragmtntn^aa kwsRt mi the Chro*^ 

(p. aSC), by cmjiioyiiis tlU woW Aiya, #o^uir«s tht wOgh* 9^ 
evidence. 



bad the misfortaite of bei^ born'" 
the imperial purple. Incessantly surrounded with 
a train of flatterers, they passed tbar youth in the 
eujt)ynient of hixaty and the expectation (d* a 
tltrone ; nor would the of thdr raalc pc^<< 

' ? Sli* dcx^t; in martial ezereue^ h 

11, Orat. ii, p. S3), and aUawedbjr Attod^ 0- tH, 

Constantin. 1. «v, c. M. Julian. Oral, i, p. 11-18, 
wit^ Spanh^C^'^dmrate commentary. Libanius, Orat. iii. p. 109. 
Cmdttitius stal^ eatk landaMe diligence ; bat the dnlnese U 
his tmer p^entad fi«SB aaeoedii^ in the «rt of poetry, miW 
ef rhetoric. ' . ^ , .;r 
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^H AP. descend from that elevatpd station »* 

ftu^'^Wfience the various characters of human ’ ^ 
iniare appear to wear a smooth and vmiform as- ^ ; ; 
^ct. The indulgeiicfe 6f Constantine admitted A’ 
them, at a very tender age, to share the admtoP * 
Juration of the empire; and they studied the art ^ 
of reigning at the expenceof the people entrusteij ^ 
to their care. The younger Constantine was 
pointed to hold his ccioin;Mi Gaul ; and^his broths 
Cdhfftintiutf'eiidbattired that depn^^eut, the a^ ' 
..^isil^^^W^iftiony of; their father, for the mohS- 
opulent, but less martial, countries of the East. /S 
Italy, the Western Illyricum, and Africa, were . ; . 
accustomed to revere Constans, the third of liis- ' .4 
sons, as the representative of the great Constao-; _ 
tine. He 

of Thrace. 

was chosen for the residence of Hannibalianiis V? 
and the provinces of Pontus, Cappadocia, antf 
the Lesser Armenia, were destined to form the 
extent of his new kingdom. For each of theife -■/. 
p g iB ce nwa ia itaM g wa^provided. A 

just prqmrtion of guards, '"ctf - legionsj' and 
aul:diaries, was allotted for their respective dig- 
nity and defence. The ministers g^neral^ , 
who were placedabout their persons, were such ^ 
Constantine could trust to assist, and even toi ccnip, ^ 
troul, these yotrthful SEwere^p^ In the exerc isfej^ 

del^g^.^w^^^S they adra^p^m'- ■ /{;’ 
yeieir^d eaqianshce, the limits of th^^ithos 
rity insensibly enlarged : but the empeip' 
always reserved for himself the title of Augustus; 
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"stttd while heshewedtl^C^^orsto the armieB imd " c h ap 
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provinces, he isRlntained evety part of the empire ^ 
im equal its su|»iepe Imad.’^ The 

trauquiltt^iiilliie'idst four^ years of his reign 
interrupted by the contemptible in- 
, (rf a cameAjdwMefe^ tte Mmid of Cy- 

^^S,“ or by the active part of 

Constantine engaged him to assume'mc;titei^i^ 

Goths and Sarmatians 

Among the different branches of the human Makers 
race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable matians* 
shade; as they seem to unite the manners of tiie 
Atiatic blffbaaians with thehgure andconqdesdea 
Iri^ih^hBdent inhabitants of Europe. Acccudii^ 


liance or conquest, the Sarmatitm§ "W^^^^Haae> 
times confined to the banks of the Tanais ; and 
^hey sometimes spread themselves over the im- 
mense plains whkh lie between the Vistula amt 


care of tiieir 'numerous flocks 


of war, or rather Of ni|ineV 



’* Eusebius 0. iv, c. Sl-53), with a design of exalting the authority 
and glory of Coitstantinc, affinns, that he divided the Roman empire 
9 » a priyate citizen nSglit have divided his patrimony. His distribn- 
tion of the provinces iaiU= Criua Eutnqpiua, the-tzm Vic* 

tors, and the Valesian fragmmit. ] 

Gahjcerus, the obscure leader rAUt^pv hr I 

,'«as apprehended and burnt alive in i 
trance of Dalmatius. See the elder Victeir; tSe Chronieleof 
Jerom^'fiUthe doubtful traditioiu of Theopbaais and Cedroius. 

r Cella^C^tes collected the opinions of the ancients concerning 
Ao Europeih ^d Asiatic Sarmatia; and M. d’AnviUe has applied 
thra to modero^ipi^phy vpith the skill and accuraqr which alwa^ 
astbipiUt tiiat writer. , “ . 

I 4 


ilte Sarmatiaas. Tkg o^eabk ^ 
ordinary resid^Mce of . ^ 
^fgpl^aikd ohildf eu, consisted only of large wag- 
gi^ db%wn fey oxen, a»d covered in the ' 

traits. Tiie »aitaay sti>ei^h of tiie naiion wss^ > 
conipo^d of cavaliy ; and the cu^om o£ th^£S' 
warriors, to lead in tfeeir hand OSe OT tpvo 
horses, cnaWed tfe^ to advaoce and to re^reat\i^ 
witIiarap^4fligen^;S#^W?fi^^ thesecurity|la 
^ ■-- ^ eaemylii-" 

^ tbeir rude 

inveat a sort of cuirass which was a^'i'S 
pable of resisting a sword or javelin, thwigh it W^.^ 
fomed only of horses hoofs, cut into thin 
lislied slices, carefully laid over each othra* inith^ ^ 
manner of scales or f^h^.^,stjrp9gJjr8eweA\ . 

: ■-■’ 

gers, long lances, and a weig^y bow wiiii*** 
quivra- of arrowa They were reduced to the 
cessity of employing fish bones for the points 
their weapons ; but the custom of dipping tbfiffl.'' ^ 
, titot poisoned tihe wounife, ■' • 
vhkh they inj^icted, is ^ne ^&i 4 ^nt to'prev^ j 
the pio^ savage m a nner s; since a people impres®*^ C | 
ed with a sense of humanity would havc abhonetj^^ ; 
so cruel a practice, and a nation fee t 

of war would have dLsdainei^so ipipot^t a re»' V -v 

* 'kinnSun , L ■*&,& IS. Sonea ver; enstrateilit!- 

t* Ac miaci^Miaito mi^^t happen freo#* 

nqiili *xt wnmc—Mc wwaii—dj^cialca. >■') 


walcc. 

^ ewpcniac, L 1, 'pk.SAr ^dlU Sohn. That inqulsitirtc 'thlveiler 
had eanSaip exannneS a flnaBtim cuinas, which naa sceserved in 
the temple of .Aaeulapiiia at Athens. 
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m&ce.* Wh9»^H3ej^^l$|eAwlwriaiis Crab. 

tfaexF'd^ei^ (^tadlr slR^ybetat^ , 

witbrvrfcicb they were 




oorei^ftHj^piifS to foot, and their fieroe cotur 
seemed to express the inRBte 
• •.t TW jti ej. i H bj^iired ^ nH»e ti' 
proviBckls of Rome li^iiN 

tenda* Ovid, after ayouth spent in seu 

joyment of fame and luxury, was condemned to“^^ 
ail hopeless exile on the frozen banks of the 
mihe^ where he was exposed, almost withoistdes 
feoc^tothefoiyof timsemoi^fasirf' 

' wWi.a iiipe stern 8|»ijts he feared Hmt iusipentte: 

he d[««ribes, in the most lively colours, the dress 
and manners, the arms and inroads of the Getm 



very curious iUssertation oo poisoned darts. The venom mu com* 
moiily extracted from the vcgetaUe reign ; but that empliryed by the 
Scythians apfWHI to have been drawn foan the viper, and a imxMite 
•r human Uaod. "B^meat poisoned arms, which has been spread 
ever both worlds, a uv^ itibeBm Uie «nH of « 

dim^i&Md enemy. f -i- 

ATfac s^ books of FoctioT CpilHW. Mdgiitd 

^Hl ^ tfaemwen first years of Us mclaMha%]■di^|^gH■|PheBi•^^ 
4ih«na^ar ttegute*, a double vahM. They waint a plAoie of 
the fawitepaiad onder very singtdar dmnstances ; and tln^ con- 
tain nu^^^Sioiui obeervations, which in Bmnan, except Ovid, 
emUd have ‘lK%p|Hll^ld||Eef makii^, Eveiy ciicumstaaoe vrhich 
tsmdb to iilteidm barbarians, has been drawn 

h^getW]^ the l^^ Oeeante Count de Bush Hist. Ancieonc 4)0 
Fsiijito dc r&ut4^'iui^ It, c. *ri, p. 266-317. r / ' 



3Qd;3^3^ti^ts, who were associated for the pui<. ’ 
;B CiiSs<i#idestruction ; and from the accounts of 
there is some reason to believe that^ thes^ ' 
i^H^matians were the Jazygae, one of the mostou- 
"inerous and warlike tribes of the nation. The f 
*'4^ ’ allurements of plenty engaged them to seek a per* ^ 
manent establishment on tiie fr^tiras-cdlthe en^* 
pife. Soon after thereign of Augustus, they bbl%©i 
the Dacia^'Whb su^N^^adby^fiMtingon the banka r 

^ • *' and to abandon to the victories -4'. 

^^^laliahs the fertile plains of the Upper Huni 
gary, which are bounded by the course of the 
Danube and the semi-circular inclosure of the ’ * 
Carpathian mountains." In this advantageou$ , 

the roomenC . 

the skill of using more dangerous weapons 
although the Sarmatimis did not illustrate th^t 
name by any memorable exploits, they occasioib- 7f-l 
ally assisted their eastern and western neighbour^ 

Ufa Gennans, with a^rmidable ’ 
body of cavaJiy. They lived un^r the irregular 
aristocracy of their chieftains ;* but i^r they 
had received into their bosom the fi|||^iye Vtm .k-] 

« The Sarmatians Jazygs were settled Oft- df .fbe Ft^ . ' /’ 
thissus or Tibiscus, when Pliny, in the ^r 79,' pnUtshed iiir Ki^ ' \ 

nl History. See J. ir, e. S6.,. En the time and Ovid, rf«ty ' 

.nrsee^'yean-b^beav beyond, gfe ‘ 

' • •tatis^^^^ ' 

<ino^[ue'^''vhn equituna^u sola valen^^B^rebanit. 

Tacit. HnpS^, 5. This oAr was made in the civU betweea . ' 
Vitellius and' VesTMftiait. ' •; 
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dais, who yielded to of the Gd#ki ^hap. 

powet, they see» to have a kiog froak 

that nation, the illustrkms race of the 

AstiH^i> fortnerly dwelt oh the- shores 



tive of flamed tli®Ttae«. 

hjects of contention, which 
confines of warlike and independef^^arftoih. 

Ifllfe Vandal princes were stimulated by fehr fdffl 
revenge; the Gothic kings aspired to extend their 
dominion from the Euxine to the frontiers of 
^nnany; and the waters <^*^16 Maros, a smaU 
river which falls intOtheTeyss, werestaiited'Wi& 
K^lffood of the contending I)ai:haria 3 i&. 

number of their adversarres, the 
pforedtheprotection of the Roman monarch, who 
beheld with pleasure the discord of the nations, 
bat wlio was jastly alarmed by the of 

■ Ah Socm as Cbustantioe had 


the hn\ighty Araric, king of t 
of expecting the' attack of the legions, boldly 
passed the Panube, and spread terror and de- 
vastation thrcK^ the province of Maesia. To 
oppose the inroad bMt, aged 

emperor took the field in ^po^ t ^ an tidi^ 
dailcni either his conduct or 

which he had acquired in so many fo- 

' This of a Vandal king reigning over Samatian sub-' 

JelUb seems to reconcile tbe Goth Jornandeswith the Greel; 

aaA'tdMnhistdiSite^Cmstantine. It may he observed that Isidor^ 
rrho hved in Spate tntda the dominion of the Goths, gives then|. me 
eneiides. not the Vtateiib tatOw Sanaatisot. See tetCteMHiete 
Ol^ua, p. 7(>9. • ■ ' 



m 
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rejgpptnd^^fMBestic wars. He hmi tfa6 mortifies* I 
his troops fly before mi inconsid^ i 
Bhl^d^chment of the barbarians, who pursued 
iiem to the edge of their fortified camp, 
obliged him to' consult his safety by a precipitahl:^3 
^d ignominious retreat. The event of a sectm^l. 
and more succossfiilaclionretrievedihe honour of ^ 
the Roman name ; and the powers of art and d»- ’ " ' 
cipiine prei^ed, j^obstinate contest, ov^l^ 
v^oars.-^IBt'llokeB arm^g; 

Hbaadoned thC field of battle, th£ 
K^ilted province, and the passage of the Danub^' 


A.D. 33?, 
April 20. 


and although the eldest of the sons of Constantt^>S* 




was permitted to supply the place of his father, 
the merit of the victory, which diffused universi^l 

tagfit by his negociatioos with the free and 
Hk^peopleof Chersonesus,® whose capital, situatt^' 


on the western coast of the Tauric or CrimaefflJ^ 
peninsula, still retained some vestiges (rfa Greciaii;^ 


by a peipetual ma^ 
strate, assisted a council of senators, emphati#' { 
c&Hy styled the feathers «f tiie City. The Ch<^^ 'k 


* I may stand in need of some apology for liaylii^' joiod* 
aeruple, the authority of Coustantina In ^ 

relates to the wars and negejciatioaa of tbe Ch^lNtllnA.' 




that he a Greek of ^ tenth centor;, Ur ac^imW of r ^ 

itefent a^ ft t!^^^a ifty-e Bt aM lt t :|l^*4aiU^ But' 



hiruMra^^ne^'.'l 

'there on^ 


- cm^atent and 

norlfttera mneh.BOM^fo 'iudeelTiii; Oat an emj 
have aeuM to some cec^ ar^ves, which bad escaped 
of meaner Kiatorians. For tile situation and history of ^lersone, t^l 
Peyssond des Peupiea borbarea ^ni, ont habitd lea a^k da OaiQ^ 
o ati, p. Si-90. 
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sonites were aniin»|^]a§Bie^ jdie <jrotbiy !y#lfe < r if a r , 
memory oftheifi^ wfawb^is il^iwecodiogco^ ^ 
tury, they ^ wiUi f«Bequal forces ' 

againsh%^iliiin of their couatiy.* Tli^ weiK 
coopf^il^afl^ the Bomans> hy the muteti 

teces of Asia with cwm 
which theypapcba^with their only jllQilNIllKiip^ 
a^ity wax, and hides. Obedient to the re(|ms^^ 
of Constantine, they prepared, under the conduct 
oftheirmagistrate Diogenes, a considerable army, 
of which the principal strength consisted in erossr 
bows and miiitaiy -chariots^ ^^Tbe 



tions of the imperial generals. ^Ther OiMlMii nilli' 
quished on every side, were driven into the moun- 
tains, where, in the course of a severe campaigi^ 
ahoveanbundred thousand werecomputed tohaw 

Fi^Nzewas at kngtk 



son of Araric was accepted 
able hostage ; and Onstantine endeavoured to 
convince their chiefs, by a tiberal distribution 
bmmum and rbw^ds, bow far the frirajdship of 
the Romans 

^jptetsmiites, the empeiw tiMitg 

niffeiill, 'Rm pride of the narimi was gratified by 
the splilp and almost toysi’deoorations testow- 
ed^m and Ids successors. A per- 

petusd eleiil^^ firinn all duties was stipulate 
fior thOT vessel stldeb traded to the ports qf^lie 


mi - , 

Bl«^;SSiaR| 4 »A^i'egular subsidy was promised* of 
and of. every supply which could , 
either in peace or war. But it 
jdiOttght that the Sarmatians were sufficiently 
waid^ by their deliverance from iropendingruittf Y* 
- and the emperor* perhaps with too strict an eco^ 1 
nomy, deducted s<Mne partaf;the%®KpBn€es.<tf^ti!^^ 
war from the custoanary gratifications wMcht^W^ 
affow^ tej^ttuiiMd^^aMiw^ ^ 

levity of barbariam^j 


the levity of barbarians 
^n. 3^ services which they liad so lately receive^ 
andthedangerswhichstill threatened their 
Ttenr inroads on the territory rf the eoapire pro^ 
voked the indignation of Constantine to kayf’ 
them, to their fate- and h&Ii%hmg<^ fijpppsed thf 


..wacnOf* who 

mar, the Vandal kiog^wlukt alone* and unasllidr,' 
e^ he defended his dominions with undaunh^ 
courage, was vanquished and slain in a decist^ 
battle, which swept away the flower of the 
tiaik^paii^h^'£h<»:^cemsinder of the- naticm 
braced the desperate expedient of arming 
slaves* a hmdy race- hunters and herdsmen* ^, 
whose tumultuary md, they revenged tl 
aitd expelled the invader 
But theysoon discovered thattitey,ii8d 






nni 
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USX 

ha( 
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-the ungoverndd fii^:«£si^l|fe4^pulace, prd^nr<|(KeilAE p. 
.the iiardslii{is of exile to the tynaony of theirsw-^^^^ 
vaots. Some iof the iglgitive SiUiDiitians soluited 
4 less i^oB^|j|«iijiepemlcnce. under tbe.Jbostile 
stan4f^'^.|he Cktths. A more numerous bai^. 

the Ckvppduan moimtains, amoBj^, 
uadi, their German allies, 
inittcd to shareaHU[)erfluous waste of 

; But the far greater part of the distres^l^ 
nation turned their eyes towards the fruitful pro- 
vinces of Rome. Imploring the -protection and 
forgiveness of tbefemperor, tJh^ s^emnly promi^,. 





■ nHuistratiau&.'oC grief, or at least of nuwMi^. 
,, 6iiipassed whatever bad been practised on 
jormer occasion. Notwithstuiding the cladpil^ 
the senate and people of ancient Roni^4hei^^^ 

,i)e<piest, wa8.ir«D^iarte^iO;tlie«i^ whicih^^: 
destuMsd ti» name and menv^j^ff^ 

its founder, ,'the body of Constai^e, 
with the vain syinlwlsof gf^jb||g| ^ | ^jpar^ t^‘ 




h4Sr-^^8hSS^i*W»e.‘lgSW 

TO«y 9r»s»Btea {j|^g 

\f’nn ■<**»•.■ 

fiatiuf t^npicMat tha ini^wnf iiKycsty of Cun!Mtffn& i 
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diadem, was dej^tfidt^a'golden bed ia oae^ chap- 
the apartments ef the palace,' which for that pur- 
pose had been ^heiM^y furnished and illuminat- 
ed. the court were strictly 'main- 

taincS^ ff^^very day, at the appointed hour% the 
p r^ ^- officers of the-statei the anny, and the 
h^^hold, approaching the ptiMe; 
reign with bended knees and a compt^^ 

Bhttce, offered their respectful homage asseru^Iy 
as if he had been still alive. From motives of 
policy, this theatrical representation was for 
some time continued ; nor a>uld flattery neglect 
the opportunity of remarking that Constanthie 
aione^ by the peculiar indulgence of heaven, had 
reigned alter his dea^^ , 

But this reign could subsist only in empty pa- 
geantry ; and it was soon discovered that the will 
of the most absolute monarch is seldom obeyed, 
when his subjects have no longer any thing to 
ho|m~£MUA hia&vonr, dr to dread from his re- 
sentment- The same miiriatars geoerafa-who 
bowed with such reverential awe befbre the histoti' 
mate corpse of their deceased sovereign, were en- 
gaged in secret consultations to exclude his two 
n^hews, Dalmatiusand Hannibaliauus, from the 
share which he had as^n^d Umminthe siHX^ession 
of the empire. We are too hs^effectfy acquaaid^ 

* Ftmtorelatum ia urbem ml nomiatu, quod nne r.n. cgerrime 
tulit. Victor. CoDataatine bad picpdred for himKlf a 

stately tombiS-We church of the Holy Apoetles. Euseb. 1. ir, c. 60. 

The best, and iirifoad almost the only account of the aickness, death, 
and fiiaeral of "rnilUntini, ia contained in the fourth book of Uf, 
life, by EuseMus. , 'r; , 
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xvin. 




ed court of Constantine to form say 

jw ^prtiemi tinf the real motives which influenced thd 
‘ lead^ of the conspiracy ; unless we should sup- 
|Bl» that they were actuated by a spirit of jealousy 
and revenge against the prsefeet Ablavius, apro^ 
favourite, who had long directed the counsels and 
abused the confidence of the late en^p^^. Tl» ' 
arguments by which they solicited the cohaEU** 
fence of Ae soldiecatiad {neople, are of a monftr 

insist 'the superior rank of tht 
rfSIdren of Constantine^ the danger of multiply-if :" 
ing the number of sovereigns, and the impendhi^ 
mischiefs which threatened the republic, from the 
discord of so many rival princes, who ^ere no# 




zeat,;, 


till a toad aiwd 

tba was procured from the troops, that 
wouldsuffer noneexceptthe sonsof their lamentwp^^f; 
monarch to reign over the Roman erajHife^'^K 
The younger Dalmatius, who was united with 
ef^ia»«l «e|atkH» by Rie ties of friendship ^ 
interest, is allowed to have inherited a consider- ^ 
able share of tfaeabilitiesof the great Constanth^ . 
but, on this occasion, he does not ^ipecfftb laH« ^| 
concerted any measures for »^^rtiB|^, by 
the just claims which himself and his royal brori^^'j' 
derivedfiram; ^ their UndRf; 

tid 



* (1. iv, &.^''terTniifBtcs his nar^tive 

claraiibn troops, and kvoids aQ the invIdiDUg ^ 

the subsequent masBBcre* 


-4i 
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fular fttiy, they^eielli'CdMte^TiHnaiiiei, 
the pftWEr<oftl^giit i» tiie han^ 

of thek- iMgiitiiii^ylaEiaieB. Ikte was 

suspendeil^^Migtlit arrival of CoastaBliia^ itfie se- 
cou4^' Rjg^, periiaps the saost favoured, #e 

the dying ein]piMxw^'.lMid«>feEOia* Massacre 

mended the ckre of his iiincral to the^ 

-t^VEtantius ; and that prince, by the vicini^ eif 
his eastern station, could easily prevent the dili- 
gence of his brothers, who resided in their distant 
government of Italy and ^auli As so^ as he 
had tdhen pessEssibn oifl^palace of Cbtistim&- 
first care vras to c^ove the 
-sions of his kmmiift 'hyia'ftelei^- 1 ^^ 
pledged for their security. His next empfbytmit 
was to find some specious pretence which might 
release his conscience from the obligation of an 
m^iradent jHoniise. The arts of fraud were 

eruel^ ; and a 

most 

bishop of Nicomedia, Constantius received a fa- 
tal scroll, aflkmed to be the genuine testament 
(rfhis father ; ih.wl4ch the emperor expressed his 
susjnckms that he dxkliit p w i poiaon ied 


•%j4M:acter of Dalmatim il adcwtageoialri tliov^ condse- 
}j draV^j^ntr^us (x. 9). Oalmatiw Ceur prospeirima indole, 
^eqne patriln^^MUs, iawl naiito ppit, oiipreasus est iaiitioiie mili- 
Mri. As ba%.J|^(pni and the Alexandrian Chronicle mention the 
third fear of tta ^ppu;, whicb did not conunuice till the ISUi w 
J24th of S^temb^ it ia certain that these miUta^-^ 

th>ns continued above fdiriiROiitbs. 

E 8 ' 



.CHAP.' and to coiMBilt their own safety, by the punishmeid ' ' 
xvni. ^ |be„%uilty.'* .Whatever reasons might have 
{)^ii;alleged by these unfortunate princes to de- : . 
.Ibnd their life and honow: against so incredible an ' 
accusation, they were silenced by the furious cla» > 
mours of the soldiers, who declared themselves, 
once, their enemies, their judges, and^th^ 
cutioners. The spirit, and even the forms .f 
gal procee<hi^s werejp^eatedly violated in a pop;: > , 


seven of his cousms, of whom 
Hiatius and Hannibalianus were the most illustrir : 
ous, the patrician Optatus, who had marn^ a v 
sister of the late emperor, and the praefect Ablar . 
vius, whose power and riches had inspired hiip^ 
with some hopes of pbtfin^g, Jhe pn^le. If 

the horrors of thw- 

lifoody. scene, wc nli£dd'ia^--that ^C^^^^ ' 

himself had espoused the daughter of his 
Julius, and that he had bestowed his sisterj^^fe 
marriage on his cousin Hannibalianus. Th€^^{ 
alliances, which the policy of Constantine, 
gardl^ jgf ^ public prejudice,? had formed ' 

- 'i 

* I have related this sin^ilar anecdote on the autborit; of Kd* . f-, 
lastorgius, 1. H, c. 16. But If such a pretext was ever used ^ 6i|W ^41 
stantine and his adherents, it was laid aside Vitb'CiW.terapt, 
as it had senred their immediate purpose- ...AUtanasius 
856) mentions the oath which Constantins had ^en fiir the securi^r^^ 
of bis kinsmen. ' "S-liAi 

' Coiijagia sobsinainim «Uu ignorada, temporh.addito pcrcrebiiipl^ % 
Tacit. Annal. xii, 6, and l,l[»iiu t|AlNli, 7116 repeal of the 
iailt, and the pntEUM^^e^ live-.^ltndi«d years, were insuttifent t*'- 
cnuHcMc Uie pniJi^SMk jq^-the Kotnans ; who still coneidered ll^ 
inaiTia|;e«,nr cousins-gmiuU, as a species of im|>erfcct incest (Ah' 
sus'.in de Cintate Dei, xv; 6); and Julian, whose aund was biassed 


OF THE SOHAM EMPIRE. 


TS3 


between the several biiii^&es of* the imperial chap. 
house, served only to convince mankind, that 
these princes ^epRRSdild to the endearments of 
conjugal as they were insensible to the 

ties ^ctj^iStuiguinity, and the moving entreaties 
of i^d innocence. (X so numerous a fa- 
mily, Gallus and Julian alone, the tiro ^Staiagest 
children of Julius Constantius, were savi^lhfdi^ 
the hands of the assassins, till their rage, satiated 
with slaughter, had in some measure subsided. 

The emperor Constantius, who, in the absence of 
his brotherly was jdie mt^t^^^us to gi^t 
r^oadb^ (fisraviei^'^iii^i^ie ibbnre ooC^ihm^ 

which tWejM^ ^ 

the irresistible violence of the troops, ha^’:SojSed 
from his unexpenenced youth.^ 

The massacre of theFlavian race was8ucceededD>’'‘»ion «f 
by e i«w dividoii of the provinces; which was*, 

■ •' Sept, 11. 


b^mji V - ' 

between hi* own cousins with- toe epprobcioac’epiihM 
y*/tm (Orat. vii, p. 238). The jurisprudence o( the canons has 
.since revived and enforced this prohibition, without being able to, 
introduce it either into the civil or the common lavr of Europe. See 
on the sulgect at these marriages, Taylor’s Civil Law, |h 331, 
Broner de Jure Cotmah. L R, c. It. Hericourt dee Li^ Bedeefa*. 
tiques, pert Hi, e. fi. An Ihrcit CiBaiih|tih» 

(qn liP* 331. Paris, 178T, and RipAM'tiBirii' W 
t^&Lvui. ''‘-'/f-'T- ' 

8 (ad s. e. q. Athen. ^ 27^'dhBlE«e Me'^eirtto ‘6on. 

stontitttiMi^.tlie whole guUt of a iDMeKIte. iirom which he hknself 
•0 na-rHIr’lppprd His assertion i* CM^rmedby Athanasius, who, 
fer reasons difliaent nature, was not le« an enemy of Con* 

staaUna (tom. pSftf. Zositm>s jdine in the same accusation. 

But theUiree ah S^llMDre, Eutropius and the Victors, use very tptt 
It^ngespreseioia'l **"~-fnptr ptrtius <iuiai juhentc;” ineHtwa 
« quo suasore }” vi iiWttnb** ■ 

»8 


rt^l^edv ^'•"personal’ mterview of the twree bt&* 
thelf^^l^hstaBtine, the eldest of the Cwsars, oh- " 
tgil^i^^with a certaia pre-eminence of n^sithe 
j^^e^ion <rf the Beipp: jCi^pit 9 l^> which bore hk ow% ^ 
imme and that of his father. Thrace and tfe^ ^ 
Gentries of the east, were allotted for thepatrl^; ' 
monj of C!onstantius;_ a»d CbifstJWsk%^a<^b3t0?W5*i^ 
ledged as the lawfid sovj^ei^.^^f Italy, AM 

the'^Roman 

ikafc, tire title of At^ashis. When they first 
snmed the rdns of government, the eldest of tWe i- 
princes was twenty-one, the second t^t^enty, aMt' i, 
the third only seventeen, years of age.* 

sustain the weight of the Persian war. At thi? 
decease of Constantine, the throne of the East 
filled by Sapor, son of Hormouz or Horrhisd^-i^j 
an 4 . gtandson of Narses, who, after the vict^". ;: 

hhifi^lyoofifcssed the snperiorify ' 
of the Roman power. Althofi^ Sapor was : J 

thkhierii year of hB loiig reign, he was still sfi 
vigour of youth, as the date of his TC<^sitt»j 
very strange fatality, had &at 

The wife.of iforfoiWJ! rranaHiedpp^naofci^^. 

at. the tiinc of bw^lwSbahd^ dlttihratfd the ,"■ 

'"'t,' “i' ' '' A 

’’ ■’W ,,, 

> nomik ai 1.4?, C. sa Zosimus, it,a, p. ll'*> 

Idat. ia-'iavoB. Sce'tv« MtevofXaieBiont, Hist. de« ...EmpereiW 
lorn, iv, p. lOBfi-lOSl. ThijrMgB of the eldest broUwr at Cob U BW 

tinople is noticed only in the Alexandrian Chronicle. 


Sapor, king 
of Persia, 
a.'B. 310. 
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. (Certainty (rf the as of the eve»t«r«eB.~ 

cited the ambi^w® the princes nf the 

house of Ssis^. J^^^die«»t^ of!civil wa 
were at by the positive assuroince 

ofi^' m^i^ that the widow of Hormouz had 
and would 84f<^ pioduce a son. Qibe« 
_^^to the voice of supersii^^^ 
prepared* without delay, the cereihoBy. 

.iwaation. A royal bed, on which the ipK^ 

' in state, was exhibited in the midst of the pal*M:e; 
the diadem was placed on the spot, which nught 
be supposed to conceai,;tibf Artax> 

; . , \-r , i.aovjai^nr 


.r^tiatiT- |if th^ iBvi^>le 
^ 


which seeii»mwW#lai®^Ba^^ 
manners of the people, and by the extraordinary 
duration of his mgn, we must admire not only 
the fmt«me*hut the g«»i«s, of S^por, I» the 
ediicatiaa pfa Persian h«mm* the 
*is6fifcyaSi,could disc^^_^^_. 
ercising the vigour hiS mlttd mw 
by his personal merit, deserved a throne, on which 
he had been seated, while he was yet unconscious 
of the duties «Bd temptations of absolute pcw^. 
His minority wWii 
es oi do: 


who lived in Uie »Uth €*0^117, Is *• nutlior of this 
story t3S, edit. Louvre). » telyed his inforautlon from 

" some ei^^W the Persian Ch«»ii^ obtained and translated 
'ih the inteiftSpe* Sergius, during his embassy at that court. 
corenation of tfe^^er of Sapor is likewise mentioned by 
(Tarikh. p. 116), iSdd’Herhdot (BibUoUte^of Orientale, p ^ 

• It 4 
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surjH^dv OBd plundered by Thair, a powerful^* 


State of 
Mesopo- 
tamia and 
Armenia* 


kin^ of lyenren, or Arabia; and the majesty of: 
the jpcqpal family was degraded by the captivity of ,, f J 
a ^incess, the sister of the deceased king. Butsf 
as soon as Sapor attained the age of manhood, 4 "& 
the presumptuous Thair, his nation, and his coun- 
try, fell beneath the first effort of the young war-.^:^^ 
rior ; who used his victory with so judicious nai J* 
mixture of rigour and d^paoy« that he obtained^ • 
frptnJ^Teai^ Arabs, 

or|K^ect(M- of the nation.*^,.,. . 
Itnte ambition of the Persian, to whom hisenfeCi.' , 

• • . v't-' 

mies ascribe the virtues of a soldier and a stateft*! , > ^ 

, S' • if 

man, was animated by the desire of revenging the^.? ;;:v, 
disgrace of his fathers, and of wresting from the ^ 
hands of the Romans the^fi^ provinces beyond ?? 

c£ C<Hi8tmatinei i . 

and . or . apparent 


ment, suspended the attack; and while the hOSi^;^.?,': 
tile conduct of Sapor provoked the res(‘ntinent*.,i^'^-- 
his artful negociations amused the patience, of tlie.>? ; 
imperial court. The death of Constantine was^i^"* 
the sign^ of war,“ and the actual condition of . 
the Syrian and Armenian frontier, seemed to en-. i; 
courage the Persums, by the prospect of a ricb*fj^ 
spoil, and an easy conquest. The example of 
massacres of the palace, diffused a flfdritof 

' D’Herbelot, Bibliotheqae p. T64. • . ^ 

' “ SeMn* Ka&» lite on no fontcmpt-'^' . 

ibleMiiority, ia vahi for peac^oHid Xi' 

that Coi^^tine wn ptafKte to match again.st them : yet the su- 
jperior of the tMdjMny. Euaebius, obliges us to admit the * 

preiimihari^'Sjf not the raOSoWoB, of the treaty. See ITillcmoat, , 

Hist, des Empeivurs, tom. It, pi 4*0. ' ' . , , . 
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tionsness and seditton aa^aag tbe troops of the c h a p. 
East, who were ao longer restraiiied by their ha- 
bits of obediei^'tft a veteran commander. By 
the prudemtiltf^^^stantius, who, from the in- 
teryi(^ ;^ith his brothers in Pannonia, imme- 
dia^l^f ^^ened ta the banks of the Euphrates, 
th^ legions Were gradually restme^ to of 

duty andjdiscipline ; but the season of 
had permitted Sapor to form the siege of Nisibi^ - 
and to occupy several of the most important fort- 
resses of Mesopotamia." In Armenia, the re- 
nowned Tiridates had long enjoyed the peace and 
glfflry which he desmved'lbg^li valour and fideli^. 
to^iha^pt^ of Borne.: The .firm alliance 

of spiritual as well as of temporal by 

the conversion of Tiridates, the character of a 
saint was applied to that a hero, the Christian 
faith was preached and established from the Eu- 
phrates to timshmes of the Caspian, mid Armenia 
was attached to the empire by the doid)letito :ef 
policy and of religion. But as' many bf'the 
menian nobles still refused to abandon the plu- 
rality of their gods and of their wives, the pub- 
lic tranquillity was disturbed by a disconteuted 
faction, which insulted the ]^ble age of their 
sovereign, and impatiedtty ^^ifqpiected the hoitt dP' *■ ***■ 
bib4eath. He died at leiij^h after » rdga of 
fifty-i&: years, and the fortune of the Armenian 
monarch Expired with Tiri^tes. His lawful 
heir was driven into exile ; the Christian priests 


^ Jutiftii. Orat. i, p. 20. 





c h A pi ‘Were murdered or expelled from tfadP 

; the barbarous tribes of Albania , 
si3fidted to descend from their mountains ; and , 
the most powerfril governors, usurping tlje ’ 
ensigns or the powers of royalty, implored ^ 
assistance of Sapor, and opened the gates of tfa^" 
cities to the Persiaai garrisons. The chzistiM', 
party, under the guidance of the archbisfadjp^ 
Artaxata^^e imme<ihld%saccessor (d* St. Gregqp • 


'Aiidr tl^ trobbl^^ had continued ahcttt,' <. 
three years, Antiochus, one of the officers 
household, executed with success the impditif^: 
commission of restoring Chosroes, the son of Ti*- ' 
ridates, to the throne of his fathers, of distribdi'^ 
ing honours and zwanj^.ittaaBg^the . v 

anaiesty)' wliiciL^vrtui the . - 
greater part of the rebellious satr£q)8. Bur'^i^i . 
Romans derived more honour than adva 
from this revolution. Chosroes was a prince ^ 
puny stature, and a pusillanimous spirit. 1 
equad^'^ fhtigties of war, averse to the sodety ■/: 
of mankind, he withdrew fromhis capital to a|B»' ^ 
tired palace, which he built on the hanks of 
river Eh'uthcnis. and in the centre of a dmdf' V- 
grove ; wIktc; he consumed his vacant hours in th®?. . 
runii sports of hunting and hawking. To seca^ > 

t!iis inglorious ease* heiMUtnuitod to the conditi^ 

'pf peace wl]^ Jh^l^^l^^descended to ifppfeaej 
thepaymennlpS^Qaal tribute', and the lestif#’ 
tion iff the fertile province of Atropatene, . 
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the couragte of Taidsii^ ^le victorious arn^ c ir a p. 

of Galeriiis, lu#Ri»e3diBi lo tlt& lirmenian n®»- 
naPchy." 

period of the reign of Con- The Per. 
^jparoiyraces of the East were afflktedlT 

The 

incursions of the 




spa^ik^.’terror and devastatmn beyond the? 

neyond the Euphrates, from the gates’ 0# 
Ctesiphon to those of Antioch ; and this active 
service was performed by the Arabs of the desert, 
were dhrided hsAhj^ip^^r^ and affectipas ; 

r^&tediil 

_ bait:: 

theft-'' 

more grave and important operatioiits 
were condtectW^With equal vigour; and the ar- 
mies of R<H»e and Persia encountered each other 


utnhie btohify ftelda, in two gS which Cdnstantfos 

in panon.* < The evenit ofsattieot 

■ • Julian. Oral, i, p. SOuSl. Mme* of Cl««re^J"t^^''^^^ihf 
1. iii, 3. 1, 9. p. 326-840. The perfect agreement between the 
Tague hints of the contemporary orator, and the circumstantial nar. 
ntive of the natfonal historian, gives light to the former, and weight 
tO'the latter. For th« credit of Moses it may be likewise observed, 
that the name of AntiMlil>a..is (nmd a few years before ia a dvU 
,(^ce ef inferior dignity. Sm ^a^firoy. Cod. Theod. tom. vi, p. 

^^^pmiaims (liv, 4) gives a lively de a rtg ^tfoa of, tlw - Jwdderthg 
aha' jn^iddry life of the S.tracena, who dretclied fttnii the ronfines 
' ot cstaracts of the Rile. It appears from the adten- 

of which Jerom has related in so entertaining a man- 

that road between Bersea and Edessa was infested bf 

Ifii^ rDbbersl '^^ Bierooym. tom. I, p. 256. 

* We diall take '1|eaa Eutropius the general idea of the 
(a, 10). A FerHsdiltt'^Bildtactgravia perpessus, s«pe «ap^'^ 



HO 
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XVIII. 
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-Hi 


the day most commonly adverse to the Rc- 
mani^ ifht in the battle of Singara, their imprU- 
deat-iralOur had almost achieved a signal and de- 
(^ve victory. The stationary troops of Singai^^ 
retired on the approach of Sapor, who passed thti 
Tigris over three bridges, and occupied near the 
village of Hilleh an advantageous dtmp, wlacl^' 
by the labour of his numerous pioneers, he sur^ 
rounded in one day witit a deep ditch, and a loftjg' 

' Httfc^C^t^lehOst, l*tteftiiEw^dra^W’^'; 
baHiti^ Covered the banks of 
river, the adjacent heights, and the whole extei0 
of a plain of above twelve miles, which sepaittHl^^fi 
the two armies. Both were alike impatient to 
engage ; but the barbarians, after a slight resist*'; j 
ance, fled in 

)»^ioiis^.''^| 


across the plain, and cut in pieces a line of 
valry, clothed in complete armour, which 
been posted before the gates of the camp to pi 
tect their retreat. Constantius, who was hurrie#'-.';...^- 
alOng^te riie pursuit, attempted, without elfect,\^ ’* 
to restrain the ardour of his troops, by represent^ ' 
ing to them the dangers of the approaching night,' ■ 

r. A' • 

piai.s, obsesisij urliibus, ca's>is excrcitibus, ouUiioi 4 «e« conM SaM'; ~ 
poruiii )>i:rliiini fuit, niMquod aiiiid Singaram, Ac. Tbia ' 

hoiiot ui'Cdiiiit is confirmed b]r the hints of Amnitanus, Burns, aw ; ^ 

Jerom. The two first oiations of Jii|iaii. and the tbini oratian. 
Libiuiius, exhibit a more flattcrb^i^fJ^aiT ; but the rerautidte 
fal>% those orators, aftfr the deatki^ Cbtistantiiis, while it.,tmnica'7t' 
in to the pnsatasioa dC-jArt'-fiMthll degrades their o« n ebaraeter, 8S^/‘ . 
that of the emjieror. The commcDtarf of Spauheim on the first oi^^t 
lion of Julian is profusclj learned. Sec likewise the Judicious obsifli - 
eaaur.s of Tinomont, Hist, dea Empereurs, tom. iv, p. 606. ^ 
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and the certainty.fd'c^Qpjetia^ their success with 
the return of d^. they depended much more 
on their own,I^^^Uj'« .lhan on the experience or 
chief, they silenced by their 
remonstrances ; and rushing 
to tbe charge^jfi%d up %, ditch, broke 
down the rampart, and dispfanigd tyis^l y^ 
throi^ the tents to recruit their «»vhn^*^j| d 
atiength, and to enjoy the rich harvest of tteir 
labours. But the prudent Sapor had watched 
the moment of victory. His army, of which the 
greater part, securely posted on the heights, had 
been spectat^^^nf the in^ll^Tanced in silence 

camp, poured a Slower oS^ arroVs mi 
and licentious crowd. The sincerity of history* 
declares that the Romans were vanquished with a 
drq^ui. slaughter, and that the dying remimnt 
exposed to the most intolerable 
fi^d^p& Even the 

confessing that the glory of the emperor wasmit> 
lied by the disobedience of his soldiers, chooses to 
draw a veil over the circumstances of this melan- 
choly retreat. Yet one of those vennl orators, so 
jealous of the fame ^ Con^ntius, relates with 
j^aazing coolness anactof'^^incrediblecrnelty, 
the judgment of postmt3^, 'tiniud.^^ 
far di^^r stain on the honour of the imperial 
jB^e.''«Tj|e son of Sapor, the heir of his crown, 

• AcCrruna ngetisDa concertatloae pugnatum est, noslroroili 
copiM tngenti stn^ en^bMis. Ainmian- ivHi, 5. See UkiVl^ 
Batropiire, *, 10, and ft R»fe*, c. 27. 


CHAP. 

'JXVIII. 



XVIII. 


of 

]Si$ibis. 


T4S 

e H A r. had been iaade a captive in the Persian caa^< 
The youth, who might have excited the 

cosB^^on of themost savage enemy, was scourg-, 
ed, tortured, and publicly executed by the inhu- 
man Romans.*^ 

Whatever advantages might attend the arms of 
Sapor in the field, though nine repeided vkf^ieS 
diffused among the nationmthe fame of his vafoMS' 
and ccmduct, he could^j^^lMpe to succeed in thiit' 

tow»i 

uttd^'ltbore ail, the strong and 
smelent city of Nisibis, remained in the po^^^ 
sion of the Romans. In the space of twelve yete^ 
Nisibis, which, since the time of Lucullus, had 
beendeservedlyesteemedthebulwark ofthe Past, 
sustained threemeSE^a 



t, o. 338, 



j. 


8*6,350. Jmn^Bed days, was ^uiee repulsed with loss and;- - 
ignommy." This lai^ and populous city 
^situate about two days journey from the Tigri^? i ^ 
in the midst of a pleasant and fertile at ' 
foot ^ aoeaitt Ma^s. A tretde> hfttiiEriitffee of ! 
-brick walls was defend^ I^ aiftiep ditch 


dzai i, j>. gi. 


* LfSanius, Orat. iii, p. 1^, with Julian. 

Spanheim’s CommentEny, p. 179. 

« See Julian. Orat. i, p. 27; Omt. U.]& with the Caaii:' 

mcntu-yof Spanheim (p. 188-203), wlw lUusmtos the circusp-,. 
stances, and ascertains the U^, of the three' si<)gcs of Nisiliis. Thcijii; 
dates are likewise. e9nM(Ba8% tWattBtft 6fnst. des Empe^^, 
iv, p. 668, SKyjaWlt is addl'd fnmi 

lellii p. 151, and the AJgputdilne Chronicle, p. 290. I'i 

^ edit. Rrosses, and Pliitaroh in |Jil* 

cull. ilt». p» 1^.' is Dow reduced lo ods hundred 

fifty hoos^ ; tite marshy laftftf produce rice, and the fertile mead^ 
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the intrepid assistance eif^Connt iAiciliainis, and chap. 
his g^rison, wai secoj^ed ig? desperate ccwi- 
rage of the pec^pl^-.^lPiie citizem of Mmbis were 
animated j^^llE^ildiortations tfaek bi^p,'> in> 
ured hallipHrhy the presence of danger, ami con* 
Tiq@«il^idte mteetibBs of t^fdant a Per* 
dan colony in their room, and to^psdtinacaspsgr 
into, i^ptimtvand barbairous c^tiirity. Theniiil^.. 
of®iftie''two former sieges elated their confic^ee 
and exasperated the haughty spirit of the great 
king, who advanced a third time towards Nisi- 
bis, at the head of the imited finjces of Persia a^ 

India. The omttitary stiiidMn^iareBted to 

nademine the walls, w^e.rendoedjn^^^ 

many days had vainly elapsed, whdi 
braced a resolution, worthy of an eastern monarch, 
who believed that the elements themselves were 
snigect to bis ftcnrer. At -the stated season d 

AarmeBia, the river 


of Nisihis, forms, like the Nile,' tea ifiBhdatidlt 


as far as Mosul and the Tigris, are coTertd with the ruins of towns 
and villages. See Xiebuhr, Voyages, tom. ii, p. 300-309. 

' The miracles wli^' 'nieodoret <1. ii, c. 30) ascribes to St. 
imm, bishop of Edesao, to # irarttiy 

^^^eof his country. . He., ^e. walls under 

rt# the Roman emperor, 4nd bt |^(^S 

> nr toe elephants, and to 

27. Though Nitoubr (tom. ii, p. 307) al- 
Kfi^a very idiidderaUe swell to the Mygdonius, over which he saw 
a of twsliiiiWrttoN >e difficult, however, to understand this 

pondiet ot a trito^ Ihnilet with a mighty river. There are many 
circumstaa^ obscurity told nimo^ unintelligible, in the descript^ 

of toese ittSKi^s «n>wi«llto^ . . 
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c H A over the adjacent country. By the labour of the 
xviii. Persians^ the course of the river was stopt be- 
low the town, and the waters were confined on 
every side by solid mounds of earth. On this 
artificial lake, a fleet of armed vessels, filled with 
soldiers, and with engineswhich discharged stones 
of five hundred pounds weight, advanced in or- 
der of battle, and engaged, almost upon a levd; 
the troops which defended the ramparts. The 
irreahtl^le fow^t^^ waters was alternately fatri 
4%*th«^ce9aitendingrp»ties, till at length a porti® 
of the walls, unable to sustain the accumulated 
pressure, gave way at once, and exposed an aniple 
breach of one hundred and fifty feet. The Per- 
sians were instantly driven to the assault, and the 
fate of Nisibis depended on the event of the day. 

who the van of a 


great numbers were drowned in the unseen holes 
which had been filled by the rushing waters, 
elephants, made furious by their wounds, increass^f 
ed the disorder, and trampled down thoimmls 
the Pevian iffcheTs. The great king^ w^h^ j|rom - 
an exalted throne, beheld the misfortunes ctf'hiji ; 
arms, sounded, with reluctant in(%nation, the si^3 
nal of the retreat, and suspendedfor some hoaiti^ 
the prosecution of the attack. But the vigilai^* 
citizens improved the c^portunity of the nighl^ ' 
and the return of (hscover^ a new wall 
feet in height, rising evetf moment to fill I 

interval of the breach. Notwithstanding flie dfe- 
appointment of his hopes, and the loss of 
than twenty thousand men. Sapor stUl preyed Ae> 
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Fediiction of ObsUii^ finoilOn^ cjtAR 

which couldh^nifi«M0 odjr Jn the necessity of 
defendlog ^;;|$|^(^P|woviDCes Bcarna agidiitt “******* 

h fornpj^lll^imdnoftheMassagetSj* > .^arm- 
ed |g ^^fe| a;tetUgence« he hastily relinqtiidied the 
^marched with rapid di%ence fnsA the 
banks of the Tigris to those of the OaGOl^^:!, 

jn^ difBcaltftfe of the Scythia^ %ji^d i » 
.gipEPnim- soon afterwards to conclude, raritt 
least to observe, a truce whh the Ronlan eih^ 
peror, which was equallygrateful to both princes; 
as Constantitts faimael^ad^ ^ath of Us;|iro 
brjpriher^ oTilie 

Mittiiiliac^ cofltea^^ wrMit requkedand seoa* 

undivided strength, 

Aftenthe partiti(Hi.of the aspire, three years 
had scarcely elapsed before the sons of Constan*of con. 

laqHdient to convince nuuddsd that^*^ 
r^ilpeapahle vS costtenting thenueltcs^*^ 
i^^aL-diwIiiiEuifi whkfc t iwy niiqit ai i i Bd 
Ho govern. The eldest of thdse p r iu dl8 ^ *i^ 
complained, that be was defrauded of his just 
proportion of the spoils of their murdered kina< 
nien ; and tkn^ ^ might yield to the supoio# 
l^t and merit of Gqaa^Blias» he flotaeledrfnMi 
is the cesskm of 

for the rkh coac^^ 0 WainiM' 
e, whidt lusbiother had acquired 


r«ar»ddiMtA>'Z0D«rtt(t«iL U,I,tin. tK H) Ibr this 

Mnnnlplii jitiiili is perActlj consistent with the genctal 

sethsk <^ts, ta iddril M.aw ltd I7 Ae briAea biM*]^ 
A m m ia n os. ’ ■ 




yoL. in- 






■je«’A.p df Dalmatius. The want of sin- 

XVIII. ceiity,j?efhich Constantine experienced ip a te- 


diows and fruitless negociation, exasperated the , , 
.fierceness of his temper ; and he eagerly listened;' . 
to those favourites, who suggested to him that ; 
his honour, as well as his interest, was concerned ; , 
in the prosecution of the- quarrel.' 
of atumultuaryhand^ suitedfor rapine rath^ thaw. 




for conqudd/' he 


:e inta.the dom|f 






felt the first 

fes^ df his resentinent. The measures of Con- 
stans, who then resided in Dacia, were direidfed 
with more prudence and ability. On the news 
of his brother’s invasion, he detached a select and 
disdplinetd bojy proposing., 

... ..........V* , ... . ... ^ 

. soon terminated the unnatural contest. By 
artful appearances of flight, Constantine was h^fe^ 
trayed into an ambuscade, which had been 
cealed in a wood, where the rash 
flew atieitdatkh^iwils.-sufprised, 
slain. l.'..His body, .after it.lwd.bdah fouBd;l^i^i^| 
obscure stream uf ttet Alsu« obtained tiiehonoui^itj 
of an imjierial scjiuldirc ; but his provinces trans^^-;;: ■ 
ferreil their allegiance to the conqueror, who, 
fusing to admit his elder brodier Constantius-tq- 
any -share in these new .acquiations, maintaiqi^ 
the undisputed posscswtSr^f more than ^pPU,-. ‘ ' 

tllcds of the Eotaian empire." . 'f , 


^ The causes and the events of thi;; cl\il war 'arc related 
much i)tTj,>lexity and ccntradictiun. I hmc chiefly foBowed* 


’ V 


, - sa 


j*" -Vw 
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Tlie fate of CoBart^iSrMia^lf was delayedabout chap. 
ten years lotfgeii ab d^te revlet^e of his brother’s ^ 
death wa» jBfe8^E^pi#:^^the more ignoble hand ofM^w^ 
a domi^l^Si^bi*. The pernicious tendency of'^™f^| 
the introduced by Constantine w^ dis-*'®'’™”-'’’ 

pbljllil^^the feeble admk^g^titMi-ofj^his sons; 
who, by their vices and weakhe^i-^t^'lsst the 
esteeipsan^flFections^f their people. TbdpM^ 
ai^urrieVl l)y Coii'.liiiis, from the unmerited succe^ 
of his arms, was rendered more contemptible by 
his want of abilities and application. His fond 
partiality towards soi^ ^Ger^pg captives, diafe- 
guished^ only by tbe wa# an 

an'aiftLllIll ““ 

extraction, was encouraged by the pubue i^con 
tent to assert the honour of the Roman name.* 

The chosen bands of Jovians and Herculians, 
whp'^kimwledged Magnentius as their leader, 
rr#*^**>*f most respectable and important 

n.- .ri. ^ , 

iisnts, and the younger Victor. The monody <ad wbraRrS 
edit. Havercamp.) pronounced on the death of Constantine, might 
have been very instructive ; but prudence and fabc taste engaged the 
orator to involve himself in vague declamation. 

• Quanun (gen<t«|»X obsides pretio quiesitos pueros venustiores, 
quo^cultius habueraW'^li&ie hujusmodi arsiMe^ certo habetur. 

IM not the depraved mmWed, ^ 

r Victor, who held a cun&ideim^uS^ Sn bis broiber\ 
irmthave asserted it in siich ^ 

Orat. i, and ii. Zosim, i ii, iSt -'Viaw iti Kpf- 
^ reason to believe that Magnentius *as born in one 
those colonies which ConstanUuS Chlorus had estaUish- 

«^4Gaul,^*^histbry, vol. ii, p. ISSI). His behaviour may 
r«di^itl|.us of tBtfJpatriot earl of Leicester, the famous Simon de 
who co^dpersuade the good people of England, that he, 
ii^Frendunan birth, hid taken arms to deliver them from foreign 
Awrites. 

L 2 



4N» 

CHAP, statw^r ifk imperial camp. The friendship of 
xviii. count of the sacred laf^esse^ sup- 

with a liberal hand the means of sedPftion. 
Y|ie soldiers were convinced by the most speciopi^ 
arguments, that the republic summoned them to 
break the bonds of hereditary servitude ; , and» 1^ 
the choice of an active and vigilant to, fe^ 

ward the saine virtues whhdi had raised tho sm^, 
cestors of |he degeooriM^ Constans fifmn a pri^ 

ripe for exeeu^CH^L 
Bi^ellinus, under the pretence of celebra^g 
his son’s birth-dayacave a splendid entertain53)ilit 
to theillustrumar^honmtrable'peTSOWQf thecourt 
of Gaul, which then resided in the city of Aott^* 

tttsMpertiqg -^B£sts wece^= 
thcinsclves in a dangerous and guilty freedom of . 
conversation. On a sudden the doors 
thrown open, and Magnentius, who had retiris|^ 
for a few moments, returned into the.^p8itra<^^i 
invest^ vrith ^edN^ ' 

spiratois instantly saluted hina jiaA the^^^Kol^ 
Augustus and ernperur. The sur{»^, the te^f 
ror, the intoxication, the ambitiom, Ik^s, ajj^ 
the mutual ignorance of the restef'^te assemhJlfisj 
prompted them to join their voi^;^<o the gon^l^' 
imfauaidkni. - >]^o^goar^^((sMteA^ 

masfei' rf the tooo^ jmd treasure of the j^ace 
city of Autun. By his secrecy and difigoiMi^^ 


> - 
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tniertained sdini'fcd|j^^^8&]?riding the' 
of ConstanSj-wBo tr 

rest bis of hteof^, ot p^- 

haps of a tnore privMe End cii- 

^he fiij ^d^^^ ress nf ftfiiie $2- 

the desert^ of his spldiers 

tidipower of fesistance. 

raicfi a seE-port in Spain, where he intended 'fil 
embark, he was overtaken near Helena,® at the 
foot of the Pyrenees, by a p^^ of light cavaliy 

eiMetfted hiis eofnaiissC<^^‘ of thieshif 

this easy but hn^rtant revolution, the ekaaipredfvetnmio 
fhe court of Airfun traSs imitated by the provinces *' 
of the West. The authority of Magnenthis 

ttirough the whole ^tent of the 

ofG^ Italy 


the 



— ; — r — r — r ' # 

collect a treasure, which might discharge the ob- 
ligation of an immense donative, and supply the 
expeirces' irf a civil war. The martial countries 


• This ancient dty haE*' NkM^VaEKiKtl' uM^' Uta mm 
iCPDil^^ltu Mela, ii, S^ ' 1 

Bew qilendoui, and hie inoflier’k M*fc. 

[Ba*]| became the scat of a bishop, who loog afterwards trani- 
l»i4^4ifei(Wence to Perpignan, the capital of modem Rouillton. 
Em d’AndOft; Notice de I’Ancienne Gauk, p. S8& Longuerue 
niaeription diilk France, p. 223, and the Marca Hispanica, L i, c. 2. 

^ dl^mus, L ^ p. 119, 120. Zonaias, tom. ii, t zUi, p. 13, a^ 
the AUKviaton, , 

' ' , , * - ■• - 
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of IllyiffifflS, from thcr Danube to th^ extremitj^ 
of Gre^e/ had long obeyed the goveraihent <rf 
Ve^hid, an aged general, beloved for the sim- 
]^my of his manners, and who had acquired 
some reputation by his experience and services in 
war.® Attached by habit, by duty, and^lgr gra- , 
titude, to the house of Constantifl%4hd^li^e- 
diately gave the strongest ^surmices to the only 
survivinj^ satTof hia^iS^Miai^er,. that he would 

and hisi 

;e On the traitors 

But the lemons of Vetranio were seduc^ 
rather than provoked by the example of re^- 
lion; their leader soon Betrayed a want of firmness 
or a want of sincerity ; and his ambition de- 

Constantine hcrfatherthe rank of,'l7/gw/ff,])Ia(,'(;d 
the diadem with her own hands on the head of , 
Illyrian general ; and seemed to expect from ‘^'4/ 
victory the accomplishment of those 


dfefith'af her husbhid P«^i^t.'f 

^ trttfi'dfit fhVarili^df Constantij^i that thi^ 
new emperor formed a necsesaiy,i1ito%li disbo^is; 
nourable, alliaucu with the usfiS|iii'’t^he 

; (x, 10> aoiedJ^ Aristni^li^Mjsore temper, 

J^bably with miuc truth,, than eitb|^ort]& fwo Victors. Vi 
w^born of obieoAi parenji'iii UieSl|&st parts of iVftcsm 
inticlii'fiU his cdlnsttitMriiiilB; IMgtccted, that, uacr his el«l 
.'tudied tIM alphabet* ^ 

■■■ t 4 * ^ i^pf 
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stantius. They were empower^W'WBf^iwn 
the friendship and alliance of tlie western princes, 
..to cement their union by a double marriage; of 
'^onstantius the daughter of Magnentius, 
,. i^d of MagneBthiB .JlMBg ^ with the oaabitips 
^^^tantina; and to 

^^^^e-eminence of- rank wiiidl|iia||^fe|B(^ be 
by the emperor of the East. Should pride 


en piety urge him to refuse these equi- 


donlii^-foetuating conductor Vetranio is described by 
jS&ii la bis fit** SNtioo, and accurately explained by Spanheis^b* 
discitaMS.^ sitoatiSB ibia behaviour of CoBStantina. 
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CHAP. tabl« CQnditkms, the ambassadors itere isd^red 
to expatiate on the inevitable ruin whi^ must at< 
tend bis rashness, if he ventured to provoii^ the 
savpreigns of the West to exert their superkMp. 

; and tn employ Sj^ainat him that valour, 
tiiose abilities, and those legions, to which the 
bouse of Constantine had been indebted'l^li 
many triumphs. Sueh propositions and such Uiw 
guments ai^eared to deaerve hbe most serious aU 
tfatiott t the ]Qonsta«u|i«b was deferred 

day^ tnuli^be bad r^ected on th* 
importanee of justi^dng a civil war in the opinkm 
e( the people, he thus addressed his council, wfie 
listened with real or affiected credulity: “ Last 
“ night,” said he, “ after I retired to rest, the 



**■ and assured me of the success and immortal 
« glory which would crown the justice of 
arms.” The authority of such a vision^ or 
tb«mi:^.|Htee»^w k,^ sSNaded^y " 

doubts smdexidiidedall nagotiatimt, Tbe%Mk > 
nwni o ua tatias of peaeawet^tojected with dkd^ . 
Oacof the wnbassadors of the tyraint was djb;^ ;■ 
mksed with the haughty miswfwitf r - ' 

bis colteagues, as unwo^y of tb#^^Oeges 
tbaliwef imtiens^ y^e .jMt-ln Irtms; and 
ceideii^^ ptfweFn wdgifr an imj|iF 

caWf-yw.^ ■ 3^' 
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Such was the edMit^^'^iliuch peihap^ WIM cmak, 
the duty, <rf tfaelN%t^,{Hf £%ii»^iis towards the 
perfidioiii 

charaeNtt 



The si^tion afidoeima 
do admitted of 



disunite hiB antagonist, to sqtft. 
rate thb forces of Illyricum froin^itfiniamM>af 
hellion, lyras ah easy ta^ to deceive 
ne^ and simplicity of Vetranio, who, fluc^tili^ 
some time between the opposite views of honoUEP ' 
and interest, di^layed to ihe world the insincerity 
of his temper, -and was insensiUyengaged in the 
snares of an artful negodatiom Constantins^'^ 
knM^sdged him as a legitimate and equal.ctd- 
league in the empire, onemuSdon tiiMEhevdiiii' 
renounce his disgraceful alliance with Maguen^ 
this, and appoint a place of interview on the fron- 
tiers of their respective provinces ; where th^ 
nn^t jAcdge their friendship by mutual vows of 

r oimmum censentthe la> 



of this agreement, Vetranio advanced totbettt^ 
o£ Sardica,' at the head of twenty thousand 
luHTse, and of a more numerous Body of inlantry ; 
a power so far siqi^or to the forces of Const^» 
tiu% that the Illyi%ar^^«%«K» apfcnze^ e<aa« 
! the 1^ and fmtimes^f ^ xfva^ wfapAOi? 
cm the success his {MltaliNli|^idi, 
ticm^IWi, seduced the troops and undermined 


» Sonaras, H, I, xiU, p. lA The position of Sardica, near 
theinaSMBk city^Sa^ua, appears better suited to this interviear 
tliaii.tSkduatioa ^Mser Naiasoa or Sirmiiun, where it is placed 
SoB^, and SMWnHi. , . 




-IS4 

CHAR thetiirea®, of Veti-anio, The chfefei had 
secretiy embraced the party of ConstautHiSj'pre- 
*”*”'*” pared in his favour a public spectacle, cateulated 
to discover and inflame the passions of the matti- 
fade-^" The united armies were commanded to 
assemble in a large plain near the city. In the 
cmitre, according to the rules Ofwa ngieT^ <^sc-ip- 
Ene, a military tisibnnal, or rather scaffold, Was 
erected^ Drom wh0oe toe emperors were accus- 

important occasidm^^to 
Thee' well-ordered ranfe of 
ns and barbarians. With , drawn swords, or 
with erected spears, the squadrons of cavalry, and- 
the cohorts of infhtoty^-distingaished by the va- 
riety of their arms and ensigns, formed an im- 




1to'toef4r<ffltode:of tois formida^^ aS^m- 
toe two emperors were called upon to explain, 
the situation of public affairs ; the precedency of 
rank was yielded tq the royal birth oXjti«p«tontiB^ 


f£ rh^oric, he <tc!^^ittedH hiin«#l| undePietoese: 
d^mdt eireumtomcefW'With firmne^, 
and eloquence. The first, phrt- 
seemed to be pointed only tymnt of 

Gaul ; but while be tr^c^lyl^ll^M the crudl/ 
swtrde^of CoikM;ffiDs, ho' insgiii^cd, that n^ 




ot a l)ioto»,.eo^^dBf #rri^t to 

^ Bnt m^tionn t»f Julian, particufeirly 31| andl' 

^Tshnn*, 128 , narrative of the feirtorian jKsW^Sr 

to illustrate the diSUsC) hut vague, descriptions of th^cMratOfv " ' 
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cession of his with Some' chap. 

complacency^ tj%»r^o^^^v^r?niperial race; 
and recflfle^^;^|^#a*My rf the troops, the 
vaIour» ^|^ i|i|l^hs, ’ the liberality of tfae<great 
Conii^i^^E^to whose aonstheyJiad engaged 
^ iingra- 

titttde of his 



'’SET- . . 

tl, and were instructed to act tlieir jlartRin 
this extraordinary scene* confessed the irresistible 
power of reason and doquenOe, by saluting the 
emperor Constantins as their'^Jawfnl sovereign. 
The contagion of loyaUgr/rand .fE^ntance was 
cOttail^^Bicated from rank to rank ; till the j^lain 
of Sar^a resoomded witlj^bieimiivi^|^ele(|axmfc>< 
tion of “ Away with these upstart usurpers ? Long 
“ life and victory to the son of Constantine ! Un- 
^ der his banners alone we will fight and con- 
The. shout of thousands, their me- 
l^xhishing of . their, arms* 


:> ,111 

bo stood, anddb»t . the defectioir'of 1 
in anxious and silent suspence. Instead of em- 
%t^ing thedast refuge of generous despair, he 
tSlE^y submitte^to his fate ; and taking the dia- 
from his head-, bothtmTnies, 

ostrate at the feet of ' 

, used his victory with 
jl^d r^ing from the ground the aged 
si^liatl^^lRhom he affected to style by the en- 
de^^ na^j^ father, he gave him his hand to 
de^d fromyie ttrone. The city of Prusa w| 
Msigned for the tsitSe or retirement of the 




XVIIL 


tS^ ran msetnfB avo I'a&s 

CHAP, cated monai'cfa, ilrlio lived six years itf 

oient of edse and affliKnce. He often ej^iness^ 
bis ^%tefnt sense of the goodness of ConstMtitis, 
staid, tvHh a vei 7 itayable siA^licity, advised fitis 
benefactor to the sceptre of the world, 

and to seek for content (where alone it could be 
found) in the peaceful obscitilif S^p^^lpteeoa- 
dition.* - . ' 


9I«kes war 
agaiuat 
Ifa^iea*' 
Out. 

a.>.3St. 


The^ita^iHdiiP 





^Hdied oratkuil which a Pericles or a Demos* 
thenes addressed to the pc^mlace of Athens, with 
the victorious eltK^dence which had persuaded an 
armed multitude to desert and depose the object 
^^ir partial 



ntarcttes to AiCOimfer Constanthis, at the heado^ 
a attanerous army, composed of Gauls and Spa*-- 
niards, of Franks and Saxons ; of those pSet- 
rincials who supplied the strength of 

who#ereMa^ 1 isf):^ 

<l!(ost fermklabfe eneilaiiM «d'#h"1iepuhBfc^'^^|pd 


Tlte ronngcr Victor asiigtir to his exUe < 
tioa of " Volaptarium otium.” SocrMM -iQU ^-c.'28> is tiio 
Toucher for the correspondence with the enpercr, which would' seem 
th-prore, that Vitranio was, hxlee^ ^npt aS d^tlUam sfanplii^a^ 
«iw. v 

^ Eura Constaiittas faaindis»t^dgeetwt inperio ' 

Upf oitum tcniOTti,- Jtas ghrid filtt aatom' imperium^pTliro. 
'rtwifftafaild At. AuMiat Victor, 'Fi^' 

mis^n.^M' fit, auAlt), xdetn tius e^lbit with aU tbd 
and gaudjr c^oriog of tbeirrbetoric. >; 
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fertile plains^ of SaPQOsla, between ott a p. 

the Brave, af)4 tbe l^pube, presented 

a ^pacieuii;i^|l^^^>fad tbe op^F^ens of the' 
civil iia|^ ^|iS Wetracted dvriog spnmier 

roon tlii^y^ he pr timidi^ of the comhat* 

of iitedding the qna^rel in n 

of the victory whkb, on tl^Ranme 
auspicious ground, had been pbtained by the arms 
«d his father Constantine. Yet by the impreg- 
nable fortifications with which emperor en- 
compass^ his eaaap» he ^^fVblied to deefine, ra^ 
thw^l^lto invite, a gef^eE^ngageipent. Jt 
nrm of |ca^^ 

compel bis adversary to relinquish this advimta- 
geous position ; and he employed, with that view, 
the various marches, evolutions, and stratagems, 
wfaj^^e knowledge of tte art of war could sug- 

Ife pa^ed by as- 



; OB ti^ tier ed: l^rBunm, whh^ fiiw 

rear of the imperial camp ; attempted to force a 
p^age pn^the Save into the easteni provinces pf 

'IV ' ■' V 


■ IKikbeiinius (t>. Itt> I 


the Lower HvpEf^ 

fwSl.cta'timewhenUie^il^^'IMh^iK'^dlBaM Mades^ 

I hoetiUties of the Tmts lOiAei^Hlipt. - yeCEt 

I the uiKonquerabie fertiliW eflBiA ( H i ye ea 

cS^t of the grasj was sufficient to cooMal a hmhid waggon 
See lihewiw Biownc’a Tcar^ in Harris’s Cot- 

. 5 N»,&c. 

sa rery large account of the war and the nego* 
. ItSdSf^ But as he neither shews himself a s<^ 
iptditicia^bia iMtrativt must be weighed with atteat^|^ 
And rteeired with oantiaa. . 
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CHAP. Illjrricujft ;' and cut in pieces a ditach- 

menf^ which he had allured into the narttJW passes 
of’ Ad^aie. During the greater part of sum- 
jfier, the tjrant of ^ul shewed himself master of 
the field. The troops of Constantius were ha- 
rassed and dispirited ; his reputation declined in 
the eye of the world ; and his pride c^desoended 
to solicit a treaty of peace, which would have re- 



lltiinrTYiTTliy 'ltir fffifpirnrr of PhHijp,' t&e 
iittperial ambassador ; and the council as well as 
the army of Magnentius were disposed to accept* 
them. But the hau^ty usurper, careless of the 
remonstrances of his friends, gave orders that 
Philip should or^ 

an offieipr Jn re- 



and to inault him by the promise of a pardon, if 
he would instantly abdicate the purple. “ That 
“ he should confide’ in the justice of his cause,^ 
“ and the protection of an avenging wad- 

^iia Wtr Wtiirh htmour em-' 

pwror to return. But wa»'«o-'sensible'bf;^^. 
difficulties of bis ^oMion, that he noi 
dared to retaliate the indignity whiti i jhad 1 
offered to his representative. The aegociation 
of Philip was not, however, ineffe^ali since he 
determined Sylvanus the a genera 

i^t and rotation, to with a cos 

'd^-"^(|dpy,'a 'lew days befttfr the" 
battle m^MursaT" * • k. 



OF THE ROMANI EMPIRE. 1^ 

/ citjF pJ,jM6^is|wj8asek, celebrated in mo^ chap. 
dera times # bridge of boats five miles in 
length, rater ?Drave, and the adjacent Battle *€ 

mnras8fii(^%ifa^''l^n always considered as a place 
of imj^ptoce in A® wars of Hungary. 
nentius" wecting ttia^HiariSp^towaids Mursa, set 
fire to the gates, and, by a h^ 

almo&t^aljed the t^s csf the town. 
lai^^f the garrison extinguished the flanl^ ; the 
approach of Constantius Irft him no time to con- 
tinue the operations of the siege ; and the em- 
peror soon removed the only ohs^le that could 
embarrass his motions, by • fmt^og a body of 
trdep^hich had taken post in an adjoining am- 
phitheatM ; ITte field of battle round Mutsa vhais 
a naked and level plain ; on this ground the army 
of Constantius formed, with the Drave on their 
right; while their left, either from the nature of 
theip^dhposition, or from the superiority of their 

^^'^nn^r arms, in anxious expectatioii^l^rll^ 
the greatest part of the morning ; and the son of 
dpnstantine, after animating his soldiers by an 
dt*i|pieat speech, ^peAod into a church at some 
(Mstmme from the ai^ committed 

tsonkrkable bridge, ufaich is flanktfS HritA' ttirircrs and 
Iti^ wooden piles, ' was constmcted, k« d. 1566, by 
&cilitate the march of fab armies Into Hungary, 
and Busching’s System of tSeography, vol. ii. 


iition, and the subsequent evolutions} are clearly, thou^^^ 



concisely, described by Julian^ Orat* if p> 39. 




e a A p. to generals the conduct of thie i^N^te# day.^ 
Thqr Reserved his confidence by tibe vfddur and 
mi^tory skill which they exerted. irisely 

i^an the action upon the left ; and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique line, 
they suddenly wheeled it on the right flank of the 
enemy, which was unpreplued t«> resist the im- 
petuosity of their charge. ..^t the Romans of 
the wlit aa<m rallie ^M ^^^l^fat^.dhj^Iine ; 

tjqf ■ t%een^^. 

pti soon beoaitne general; was maintained with 
various and singular turns of fortune; and scarcely 
eided with the dm-kness of the night. The sig- 
nal victory which Constantins obtained is attri- 
buted to the of His etdiBasiers 



I m«ir lea^ 

with toar ponderous laaces tlm firm array olT the 
ChiUic legions. As soon as the legions gave way, 
the lighter and more active squadrons of the ^ 
cond line rode sword in hand into ti^ hitervabc 
d m o gder. 

the Iwge bodies of the GeciBK» #m% eiip«rt^dU 
noostn^ed tolbedckterityof the or 
and whole troops of those barbmdaiistfii^^i 

' Sulpicius Severus, I. ii, p. 4Q& Tie V B gm x passed the iaf ia 
fsafet witli Vateus, Uw Arian bishop of who gained hisegl* 

nteice aimonhiS^ the success of M. De 

.to prowess of .CppanUitti ' 

^ Sfirtsaii fto sihatee of flattery is somathMs awialt* 

the iWMltesvaiidaiai^ evidence. 
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by^JHiguish and '(^eq|^£,|d>^recipitate themselves c H a p. 
'into the rapid stream of the Drave.* 

The numbi^jtf was cos^ut^ at fifty- 
four tho UBi^i^yai Bii ^d the Slaughter.of the con- 
queroft^^^niore considerable ftian that of the 
vanquui^ ;*~a'circupstCTce i^iuch proves the 
obstinacy of the contest, aiitfji«^£^;(^ie^.dteer- 
vation of an aacimit writer, that thie forcA viif 
th^nri^br^’were consumed in the fatal Irtfttlc of 
Mursa, by the loss of a veteran army, sufficient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add; new triumphs 
to the glory of Rome." Notwithstanding the 
invectives of a servile orator, there is not the 
le^jre^on to believe that the tyrant deserted 
his owh sttmdard in the beginniii^ of the ^ags^e- 
ment. He seems to have displayed the virtues of 
a general and of a soldier till the day was irreco- 
verably lost, and his camp in the possession of 
^tbe enemy. Magnentius then consulted his 



_ , iHjti'Ontfc. Ii, p. ^, 6a 

tiMM celebrates the dexterity of the erchec 


Zeoaia^ 


charge three arrows at the same time ; an advantage which, accord- 
ing to his apprehension of military affairs, materially contributed to 
, the victory of Constantius. 

According to Zonaras, Constantius, out of 80,000 men, lost 
30,600; hnd Magnenthfer Rttt S4,000 out of 36,000. The other 
SKtteies this account seehl iXWhrtWf imUtexfie, hht ^ avaSt- 


t the tyrant’s army must have tieen mistafcmi, eitber by the ali- 
i, his transcribers. Magnentius had chRMteff.lhe^Srhhiit fixie 
Romans and barbarians, inM ’61^'lSiillliSalile body, 
t fairly be estimated at less than 100,000 men. Julian, 

^%^gentttf®^ vires ea dimicatione consumptse sunt, ad quae- 
MraWfedla ext^btf-JUohece, qu® multum triumphorum possent secu- 
rita t^oe conferr& Ihttn^ius, x, 13. The younger Victor f 
himsdf to the same eS^ct. 



rexprest^^ 


M 


VOL. III. 


im TOT PSCLIKS AJfD FALJU 

CHAP, safety, aod throwing away the imperial oma^ 
meats, escaped with some difficulty from the 
pursmt of the light horse, who incessantly fol-' 
loved his rapid flight from the banks ci the 
Ifrave to the foot of the Juliaa. Alps.* 

The approach of winter supplied the indolence 
S’lteiv^ of Constantins with specious reasons fOT deferring 
*. D. 358 . the prosecution of the war till the ensuing spring. 
Magnentius had fixed his residence in the city of 
Aquikia, and sjiewed a secsu|^ 


iT« 




tre of the west usurped by a 


* Oo this occasion, we most ptefc r the unsuspect^A 
ZosiiBus and Zonaras to the flattering assertion ^!|||^, 

^luigar Victor paints the character of M|l(TOfllTy'.*T a shtgulai 
light: “ Sei-monis acer, animi tumidi, et in^Qajjcfl Uaaidus ; artifex 
“ tai;^ ad occultandg^i audacise spepe feggai^yjBeBi.” Is it most 
likdj ti^ ift ljh? a^upw. hi% hfl^li^was governed^ ^ 

nature or ty art ? 1 imoald incline foT fte’Uifter. 

bowcvert. 

as in general disporitlM^' thet ' 

senate, aoA of Italy, towards tho party of tk% 

emperor. ' 




OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


163 




.^^inga despeflt<^ti?®)|iof siares and gladiators, chap. 
he overiiotlf^fedthe feeble guard of the domestic^ 
tl^nquilli^"^ received the homage of the 
'senat^ltefti^lthing the title of Augustus, pre- 
carimilfereigned during a^umultof twenty-eight 
days. Tihe march of s^bote regidar i^Hees put an 
end to his ambitious hopes : the titejesi;- 

tinguished in the blood of Nepotian, of his iho. 
thef liutropia, and of his adherents ; and the pro- 
scription Avas extended to all who had contracted 
a fatal alliance with the name and family of Con- 
stantine.® But as so(m as Constantius, after the 
battle of Mursa, became master of the sea-coast of 
E^^^Mia, a band of noble exiles, who had ven- 
tured to^uipafleet in some harbour of the Ha- 
driatic, sought protection and revenge in his vic- 
torious camj). By their secret intelligence with 
their contrymen, Rome and the Italian cities were 
persuaded to display the banners of Constantius 
:^jitfeful veteran^ enrich- 

e^hy tte 

tfiiiir gratitude and loyalty to the st»h. The Ca- 
valry, the legions, and the auxiliaries of Italy, 
renewed their oath of allegiance to Constantius ; 
and the usuqier, ediMined by the geiwral de«9> 
timt, was compelled^ ifHIlMdie retoaSiis of hiS 
troops, to retire befoud the Alps inhuthe 

.i - 

* Tferitfer Victor describes in a partictic miuaier the misMaMa 
coRdi(n#t>e,|hnBe: “ Cujus stoHdom infwhBa. «d«> r. «. patri- 
“ busque ex^ fijit, uti passim domus, fora, xi®, templaque, croore, 

• |||^c^ibsveribin^l#'Op|,lereiit»r bUstomm HJodo.” Athanasius (torn, i, 

* p. 8^ (kplores «e. fete of sereral iUustrioas victims ; and Juti^ 

;• (Orat. fi, p. 59) execrates the cruelty of Marcellinus, the impli 
enemy of the house of Oomtdntine. 

m2 





le-l ANU 

c H A p., provinces oT Giaiil. The detachmentSj’ however, 

which were ordered either to press or to intercept " , 
the-flight of Magnentius, conducted themselves 
with the usual imprudence of success; and allowed 
him, in the plains of Pavia, an opportunity of turn- 
ing on his pursuers, and of gratifying his despair, 
by the carnage of a useless victory.® . 

Last defeat Thc pride of Magnentius was reduced, l^ re^ 
of Mag- peated misfortunes, to sue,- and to sue in vaiip(, for 
He first . tikpatebed a senator, in 
August 10. he Comded, and afterwards several In- 

shops, whose holy character might obtain a more 
favourable audience, with the olfer of resigning 
the purple, and tS^rf^CHnise of devoting the re- 
niainder of his life to the service of the emperor. 



resolution to inflict a just punishment on the cf inftes 
of an assassin, whom he prepared to overwhelm 
on every side by the effort of his victorious 
arms. An imperial fleet acquired the . easy 
seaaancf ^fric a rgnrt Spain: confirmed 
ing faith of the Moorish natip^; and Ikoi^^'a 
considerable force, which passed the Pyrenees, 
and advanced towards Lyons, the last and fi^al 
station of Magnentius.® The temper of the ty- 


* Zosim* 1. ii, p. 133. Victor in Epitome. - The panegyrists 
ConstanUus, with Ui^ usual eancUnr, faegtt to mention this..|^- 

taaie^M. .xiii, pAvIJ^^^Julian, in severalji^fes ^ 
Uieti«it*llFtt^i!is, expMaate* OB ^ t&nency of Constantins to t^ 
rebels. 

f Zosinie 1, iJ, p, 133. J«Iian, Ontt. if p. 40 ; ii, p, 74. 





s 

4 


OF THE BOMAN EMPIKE, 


165 




i^nt, which to clemencyj was cu a f. 

urged hy to exerci^ every act of oppres-^^^*^’ 

siOnwhi^M^ihiidMs^ti an immediate supply trom 
the:;(^ttBS^I^^aul.* Their patience was at 
len^KCptibausted ; and Treves, the seat of prae- 
torian' government^ g*Ve the, isghtd of revolt,’ by 
shutting her gates again^ had 

been-xaised his brother to the ranlf 
-^^ar or of Augustus.*' From TreveS, Decel- 
tius was obliged to retire to Sens, where he was 
soon surrounded by an army of Germans, whom 
the pernicious arts of Constantius had introduced 
into the civil dissentions of Rome/ In the mean- 
-^’'&ii^;the imperial troops forced the passages of 
the Cbttian Alps, and in the bloody combat of 
mount Seleucus irrevocably fixed the title of re- 
bels on the party of Magnentius.** He was un- 


'V* Ammian. xv, 6. Zosim. 1. ii, p. 133. Julian, who (Oral, i, 
cruel effects of the tyrant’s despair, 

‘ edicts which were dictated 

purchase the Imperial demesnes ; a douhtlUl dhd 
cics of property, which, in case of a revolution, might be imputed 
to them as a treasonable usurpation. 

* The medals of Magnentius celelwate the victories of the two 
AuguSti, and of tlie Caesar. The Cxsar was another brother, named 
Desiderius. See TiUemOnt, Hiat. des Empereurs, tom. iv, p. TS'T. 
Julian, Oral, i, p. M; Sponlitii^ p. a^;'c His 

nentary illustrates the transafU o oy jif^dda, qyg w^..r!.|MEoiu 
icI was a small place in the Cottian .A^^.lt fiavr aitiles distant 
lincum, or Gap, an episcopal city of DauphnA See d’AnviUe 
Kotiea Ma Gaule, p. 464 ; and Longuerue-OcBcription de la France, 
...p.32T. 

♦ ■^a Zosinatt; A ii, p. 134. Liban. Orat. x, p. 268, 269. Tb« 
latt^ most viAemsntly arraigns this cruel and selfish policy of Cea> 
stantins. »> 

M 8 





im ’ripaaqiJlGWKS 

CHAP, able to bring another army into the %ld; the 
XVIII. ^ fidelity of bisguards was corrupted ; and whenhe 
appeared in public to animate them by his exbort- 
atippSj he was saluted with an unanimous shout 
of “ tiong live the emperor Constantins !” The 
tyrant, who perceived that they were preparing to 
deserve pardon and rewards by the sacrifice of the 
most obnoxious criminal, prevented their design 
by falling on his sword more easy and 

more hnhpumbig "cbnjd 

en coloured with the specious pretence of 
justice and fraternal piety. The example of sui- 
cide was imitated by Decentius, wdio strangled 
himself on the news of his brother’s death. The 


author of the conspiracy, ]\|arce}linns, had long 

cution of the surviving leaders cda ^ilty and un- 
successful faction. A severe inquisition was ex- 
tended over all who, either from choice or froip 
compulsion, had been involved in the c^nse qC 
reb^ytiipB.^ 




■ Julian, Oral, i, p. 40. Zosimus, 1. it, p. 134. Socrates, I. iJ, 

«. 8*. Semmoi, 1. W, c. V. - “Kie younger Victor desofibesltis dei^ 
with some horrid circumstances : Transfosso latere, ul wat Vasti c^^-% 
{Mils, Tulnere naribusque et ore cruorem eAmdcm^ ei^ituvit. IT 
we can give credit to Zonaras, the tyrant, before he expired, had 
the pleasure of murdering with his own bands his mother and his' bro- 
thee JD^ideriusn 

* (Orat. i, p. 58> S&) seems at a }oss‘to determine, 

thearte inflicted on hitteelf^-tbe punUx^t of his crimes, wneBWr 
*** *4*5toBwned bt IjMfiSiwt, or 'Mie^afir he was carried by tte a- * 
vengisg ftom t%fl^ ePbattie to his destined piace afetemal 

tortures. 
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pfenOTjrfl^iBLtfeEj^pfeWesercise of tyranny, was 
sent toi^pi^s&PlatentreiHdnsof theconspiracy 
in the raierte piWHSEiedf Britain. The honest in- 
dignation expressed by Martin, vice pr®fe«tofthe 
island, was interpreted as an evidence of his own 
guilt ; and the governor jtyas urged to the neces- 
sity of turning against his breast the sword with 
which he had been provoked to wound the im- 
perial minister. The most innocent subje^tsid* lie 
West were exposed to exile and confiscation, 
to death and torture ; and as the timid are always 
eruel, the mind of Constantius was inaccessible to 
mercy.’' 

* Amnuan. xiv, 5 ; xjl, 16. 
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CHAP. 

XVIII. 


m 




* CHAP. XIX. 

C&nstantius sole emperor. — Elevation and death of 
Gallus, -^Danger and elevation of Julian. — Sar- 
mtAian and Persian wars . — Victories of Julian Jn 
Gaul. , 


eHAP. The dividM 2he empire were 

XIIC * . ... -*■ • 


XIX. 

Power of 
the eu- 
nuchs. 



^ ofpersotiS 

lA'eri't, either in peace*or war ; as he feared his 
generals, and distrusted his ministers; the triumph 
o( his arms served only to establish the reign of 
the eunuchs over the Roman world. Those un- 
happy ^ings> th e anciei^tj prc^uction of oriental 

■■"'ft^'mtr0^eed..;:%ito 

luxury." TheirprogresS was rapid; and the Vu-^ 
nuchs, who, in the time of Augustus, had been 
abhorred, as the monstrous retinue of an Egyp- 
tian queen,'" were gradually admitted intatfae ^ 


‘ Anaoianns (L xiv, c. 6) imputes the fint practice of esisttC^ 
to Pw cruel ingenuity of Semiramis, Who is supposed to have reign- 
cd above nineteen Imndfed years before Christ. The use of eBaii|^ 
is of high antiquity, both in Asia and Egypt. They are mmitieklia 
in the law of Moses, Deuteron. xxiii, 1. See Qtga^ <br^iBes les 
Loir, &c. Part i, 1. i, c. 3. - 

s Eunuchinn dixti velle te $ 

Quia eoliB utaotar Jsis regime. ... 

• Taaiax. 8uimife.aet, I, scene 2. - ■ 

idi^ is Mi^^ed boot Meoiai^t.and the original ina 
ap pMMA soon ^^AaSeqstsn: cenqn^ of Alexander. 

• '■'.‘■•^jMiles • r^^ipailiiiiibus 
Senrh^llAbsispotiBM. ' ^ 

drat. Cana. v. 9, and Dacier ad loc. 

By 
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and of the Om- CHAP. 
‘ by the severe 


- perors 

edicts 'of Damtiti^ a^ Nearira,'^^<3»erished by the 
pride of Diocletian^ reduced to an humble station 
by the prudence of Constantine/ they multiplied 
■in the palaces of hk degenerate, smis, mid in- 
sensibly acquired the knowfedgej^’ftait^^tei^h 
the direction, of the srirrrt councils of 
life; The aversion and contempt which m^ 


kind has so uniformily entertained for that im- 
perfect species, appears to have degraded their 
character, and to have reffidered them almost as 
incapable as they were supposed to be, of coh- 
any generous sentiment, or of perform- 
ing any wm*thy action.® But the eunuchs were 


By the word spadof the Romans verj- forcibly expressed their abhor* 
rence of this mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of eimuclLs* 
which insensibly prevailed, had a milder sound, and a more am* 
hij^uous sense. 

mention Posides, a freedman and eunuch of 
proaiitulcd enme of the most 

^ffmUea employed a othiayealih 

Ut Spado vincel^at Capitolia nostra 

Posides. JcvENii,. Sat. xiv. 

<’ Castrari marcs vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. T. See Oion. 
Eassius, 1. Ixvii, p. Upi, 1. ixviii, p. 1119. 

^There is a passage sin the Augustan History, p. 137, in whidi 
Eampridius, whilst he praiaea Alt^Widw Scf eniaand Caaataaitiiie, iiH: 
refraining the tyranny of the euniUdu, depiolts the mischiefs wUch 
tiH^oecasioned in other reigns. Hue aemdie^^ad<nawall><%firelB 
nec in ministeriis habuit; qui soli prine^re* dmn 
eos iAa^gentium aut regum Persarum volunt .irere ; qui a populo 
.etiam amte^nimum semovent ; qui intemuntii snnt, aliud ^uam res, 
j^qndetur reffareues ; claudentes principem sumn, et ageutes ante 
(Himht ne quid sUat. 

*. Xenophon (Cyr^redi^ 1- riii, p. .510) has stated the specious 
reasons which engaged Cyrus to entrust his person to the guard .td' 

euimc^ 


*70 ISaetiuB AND r*fcL 

^‘**®‘* *” flattery and intrigue; and 

they alternatively governed the mind of Constsm- 

tjns by his fears, his indolence, and his vaBity.** 
Wiilst he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair 
appearance of public prosperity, he supinely per- 
mitted them to intercept the complaints of the 
injured provinces, to accumali^ immense trea- 
sures by the sale, of justice and of honours ; to 
disgrace the most pro. 



»nerie- 

sentment against the few independent spirits, who 
arrogantly refused to solicit the protection of slaves. 
Of these slaves the most distinguished was the 
chamberlain Eusebius, who ruled the monarch 
and the palace with such absolute sway, thatCon- 

^hhilpf^ial 

cunuelu. He had observed in animals, that although the practice of 
castration might tame their ungovernable fierceness, ft did not dimi- 
nish their strength or spirit ; and he persuaded himself, that those who 
were separated from the rest of human kind, would be roore'flnuiy 
atta ched to the person of their benefactor. But a experience 
I X a ww Ka itW a*^ jadgment of Cyrus. Some pOrtWir instances 
IMJ acmt of eunuchs distinguished by their tM%. their and 

th«r abilities ; but if we eaaaoine tbegenerai history of Persfat, fadia, 
«Ml China, we i^sXi And that the power of the emniehs has tmti&iEQly 
marked the decline and fall of every dynasty, . . . 

^ See Ammianus Marceliinus, 1. xxi, c. M 5 , 1 **B, ih 4. The whole 
tenor of his impartial history serves to justify the invectives of Ufa, 
mertmus, of Libanius, and of JuMan hraiself, who have insulted the 

vices of the court of Cemantios. 

♦Aureus Victor censwee thenee^lgtgce^his sovereign in 
ttO^veriMrsof ^ provineee, generals of the 

«»aa^ his history with a very bold observation, as it is much more 

t imself. Ot, ytnm abs^am brevi, ut imperatore ipso claritW fta 
• ajiparitorum plerisque magis atrox nihil.” 
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the eim cj^P. 

I»ror was to liie oMuJemiaa- ^ 

tioo of the CWlas, 8n4 to add a new' 

crime to the ifll^ list of unnataral wwders 
whicli pollute the honour of the house of Co»- 
staotine. = ,, . . 


When the two nephews of fitillnT Education 

and Julian, were saved fpom the fury 
diers, the former was about twelve, and the latter 
about six, years of age ; and, as the eldest w^as 
thought to be of a sickly constitution, they ob- 
tained with the less difficiilty a precarious and de- 
pendent life, from the affected pity of. Constant 
tins, lyhP was sensible that the execution of these 
helpless piphans would have been esteejped,, by 
all mankind, an act of the most deliberate cruel- 
ty.* Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia were 
assigned for the places of their exile and educa- 
tion ; but, as soon as their growing years ex- 
of , th^ entp^or, he judged it 

t^ strong castle of Macellura,- near 
The treatment which they experienced during a 
six years confinement, was partly such as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
such as they might fcoip a. suspicious ty- 


^:,Agud quem (si vere did debeat) nmltoiti Consmntiua ^nlti 
Anodilw-'L xviii, c. 4. 

‘'-i 

‘ Nazianzen (Orat. iii> p. 90) reproaches the apostate with 

liis ingratit^»>|QWffl:ds Mark, bishop of Arethusa, who had cantri- 
Iru^sd to save 1^ life ► and we learn, though from a less respectable 
authc^iy (TilleiEKHtt, Hist, des Empereurs, tom. iv, p, 916), that 
cgnceale^ It^sanctuarf of a church. 







CHAP. rant“" Tteir prison was an anci^ pifdace, the 
residtei»fe of the kings of Cappadocia ; the; sitna- 
tion was pleasant, the building stately, the inclo- 
sHre spacious. They pursued their studies^ and 
practised their exercises, under the tuition of the 
most skilful masters ; and the numerous house- 
hold appointed to attend, or rather to guard, 
the nephews of Constantine, was not unworthy 
of the cbgnity of their birth. But they could not 
dl^ufeie to theHK^es that they Wttfe deprived of 
fihd safety ; aecluded from 
the society of all whom they could trust or 
esteem, and condemned to pass their melancholy 
hours in the compiaiiy of dares, devoted to the 
commands of a t)Trant, who had already injured 
the]^ At 

Callus dc invest Gailus, in the twenty-fifth vcar orhisaffc, 
sar, with the title of Caesar, and to cement this polr- 
Uv^s! connection by his marriage with the princess 
Constantina. After a formal interview, in wluA 
the-ftWA^/d^isBiees mutually engaged their faith 
never to undertake any thing to the prejudice of 
each other, they repiuied without dela^jt%^eir 
respective stations. Constantius C^StiWlSftus 
march towards the west, and GaK&f&ed tis re- 


™ The most autlieatic aceotmt of, tl(p and adven^&of 

- Jtdian, is contain^ in the epwtlc oi'nSaa^sto which he fal^pEFad- 
Aniaedta a aj i W; antf ^eefU'vt Athens. Libanius ((^^Paren- 

tahaX (A the Pagans, and Socrates (1. iii, c. I), on that 

of the {%thalaii8. Ion* pii$etxei several interesting citeumstancek 



6 » THE BOMAN EMPIRE. 173 


sidence at with a dele* chap, 

’gated author^, he admiiuateied .the five great 
dioceses of tMeastem praefectute.®,. In thisfor.- 
tunate 4d^e)|pie^ the new Caesar was not unmind- 
ful (^lie^Iirother Julian, who obtained the ho- 
no)«^.c^ his rank, the appearaii^s of liberty, and 


tli^pestitution of an ample pa&iitto^.!^.«^.v 4 . ; 


The writers the most indulgent to the ipt^a^aif.Cnieitj' 
of^i^his, and even Julian himself, though faeprudence 
wished to cast a veil over the frailties of his bro-°^®®““*'‘ 
ther, are obliged to confess that the Caesar was in- 
capable of reigning. Transported from a prison 
to a throne, he possessed neither genius nor appU- 
cation^ nor docility to compensate for the want of 
knowledge and experience. A temper naturally 
morose and violent, instead of being corrected, 
was soured by solitude and adversity ; the remem- 
brance of what he had endured, disposed him to 
retaliation rather than to sympathy ; and theun- 
his rage were often fatal to 
ited ids. p^ienpf were sub- 
ject to his power.’’ Constantiiui^ his wife,' is 


;Of 

those .who approacj 


" For the promotion of Callus, see Idatius, Zosimus, a^d the 
two Victors. Aiswrding to Philostorgius (L iv, c. 1), Theophilus, 
aa Arian bishop, wah tbe witness, and, as it were, the guarantee, of 
this solenm engagement. He support^ that .cbaraeter with gene- 
TOus firmness ; but M. 'de7CiUehMntt '(%its; de^mpetenra^' tom. ilr, 
thinks it very improbable that heietSc .afaould 

virtue. , . . 

was at first permitted to pursue his stndies at Constanti- 
nople, tM^^e reputation which he acquired soon excited the jea- 
lousy of <^iM|tetiU8 ; and tbe young prince was advised to with- 
himself to iihe less conspicuous scenes of Bythynia and Ionia. 

PlSee Julian ad, s.p.e.s. p. 271. Jerom. in Chron. Aurelius 
Vietat, EtUropios, z* 14, I shall copy the,woriU of Eutropius, who « 

wrote 


> 



m 


i jik# 


o b A h deiaeiribedj fiot as a woman, but as ttftb o( the in- 
fiirtfes, tormented with an insat^te thirst of 
'httmati blood.’ Instead of employing her in- 
fln^ce to insinuate the miid counsels of prudence 
and humanity, she exasperated the fierce passions 
<rf her husband ; and as she retained the vanity, 
though she had renounced the gentleness her 
sex, a pearl necklace Was esteemed an equi^lent 
price for the'tnurdi^ Innocent «md virtuous 
otMetishn/ 

popular or military executions : and was some- 
times disguised by the abuse of law, and the forms 
of judicial proceedings. The private houses of 
Antioch, and the places of public resort, were be- 
sieged by spies and informers ; and the Caesar 

habits;: very fre- 


racter. Bimry apartment of the' palace was addfh-" 
«d with the instruments of death and torture, and 
a general consternation was diffused through the 
capital of Syria. The prince of the East, as if h^ 


TWirto Ks ^I(fgem«irt mbaat fifteen years after the death of OaUna, 
wheU' (hefis wai no longer any motive either to flatter or to depre- 
ciKtc his ehaftMfir. ■« Sful^inef«'flH>Dsgcstis Gailns Csesar .'v.-.., v5t 
•• naWra feros ct ad tytannWem pronior, si suo 
cuisset.” • ' : 

’ Megiera (juidem mortalh, inflammattlx sSrtteiiBfi h^dna, hu- 
man! cruuris avida, &c. Ammian. Marceilin. 1. xiV,,c. 1. The sin- 
ceHty of Anraiianns wonhi not suffer him » mfereprcsent facts or ' 
chi HW H e*^ hm his-mreof oMfiftMH* mmmMrtfi ftequently bet^^ 
him mm an muj/naM ydieme«tiritf 
*■ Ma fraMui itm CUMtios dif Ah^mdria, and his crime 
Aih desbw of his mother-in-latrj who so- 
4-Iicited KiliAUlIhrteea^ Httbsihete disappointed of hUlOte. Ain- 
«ian. I. xiv, c. I, 
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he had to fear, chap. 
aad Ja^^ed to mgn,selected forthe 

objects ctfi^il^entiiKuf^ the provincials accused 
of soim^fM^i^irjr treason, and his own ettortiers, 
whQifi|p|h.U^ reason he suspected of incensing. 


sus- 


pih^lms mind of Oonstantms.- 
he was deiaiviBghmisetfof his onlf 
^Ss^tidft-of the people ; whilst ho furnished the 
malice of his enemies with the arms of truth, and 
afforded the emperor the fairest pretence of ex- 
actfa^ the forfeit of his purjde, ^d of his life.'. 

As liMig as ^ civil war ^i^tended the fate 
the Roman world, Constantius dissembled hisperiaimi. 
kaowtet^epf the weak and cnmladffli»irtratk»"’^o”^ 
to which bis choice had subjected the East ; and 
the discovery of some assassins, secretly dispatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed 
to convince the public, that the emperor and the 

ci 



taty;i was decided in Ihvmirt^ Cofl^i^iGris^ 
pendent colleague became less useful and less for- 
midable. Every circumstance of his conduct was 
severely andsu^piciously examined, and it was prl- 
vai^ty resolved, eititertth;4e|irive_GRllu^ Che 

» ifeiB Ammianus'O. xiv, c. 1-Ti 
c»hi||^^.Mhis. His brother Julian (p> Uihf ’ 

a sacnt-' ^nl^iiiaey had been formed against him ; and Zosiimu- 
names (L the persons engaged in it ; a minister of con- 

sidcrafaie rai^ ji^ttso obscure agents, who were resolved to make 
thelii^tune. 

‘ Inaras, 1, xiU, «**. R, p. 17, 18. The assasbins hiui seduced 
Rgreftt Birmber of le^^ioiisries ; but their designs were discovered 
«iMt i«v«ided b)» «a q \4> wwnan is whose cottage they lodged. 



h 


me 

COfAP. 

XIX. 


purple^^p!|.at vleast to remove him indo- 

lent loxur^of Asia to the hardships an4 dange^f^s • 
of a , German war. The death of Theppl^us, 
consular of the province of Syria, who in a time 
of scarcity had been massacred by the people of 
Antioch, with the connivance, and almost- at, 
the instigation, of Gallus, w^ji^tly resented, not 
only as an act of wanton cruelty, but as a-^nn- 
gerous insult.im tl^j»j^^||pna^esty of Constan-; 

qua^lnr. 

nr d&e pnliw^, were empowered by a special com-, 
mission to visit and reform the state of the East. 
They were instructed to behave towards Gallus 
with moderation and respect, and, by the gentlest ^ 
arts of persuasion, to eng^p Jbinii;to comply with 

■ The 

^ ' ^t 

and hastened own nd^as°t^^is 
that x)f his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch,} 
Domitian passed disdainfully before the gates.-of , 
the palace, and alleging a slight pretence 

several days in sullen, ne-- 
tirement, to prepare an <inflamniatory memorfad,r 
which he tran^ini^ted to., the imperial < court.. 
Yielding at length to the pressing 
Gallus, the prsefect condescendedl^b^'^ i^aj: 
in council ; but his first step was to sig|dfy a con- 
cise and haughty mandate, inyit^ing that ^ 
■Caesar should immediately inepair to Italy,^^ . 
threatening tb|tt he himselir would punishes db- 
lay hesitatkmj hy -atispending the uoml allow- 
ance of his household. The nephew and daugh^r 
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bfilok theinsolence chap. 



of At tk^Bres^mebt by in- 

staBt1y4#^ttg costody of a" 

quarrel still admitted of sonie terms 
of^gl^^odatioa. They were rendered ImpHC- 
tl^^elty the h^yiour Mon- 

a statesman, whose airt'^d4|l^piigdlll|g^^w^ 
frequent j^y betrayed by the levity of hfa^^pgli. 

quaestor reproached Gallusin h^^. 
ty language, that a prince who was scarcely au- 
thorized to remove a municipal magistrate should 
presume to imprison a praetorian praefect ; con- 
voked a mating of the e|vMa]^ military c^Scers ; 
aiii^t^ti^uired them, in the name of their sove- 
reign, lo drfend the person and jdigi^ty his 
representatives. By this rash declaration of wm*, 
the impatient temper of Gallus was provoked to 
embrace the most desperate counsels. He order- 
ed^lns guards to stand to their arms, assembled 

«al recommended to 


mands f^Iiy 

ly seized the praefect and the quaestor, and tying 
their legs together with ropes, they dragged 
#iein through tiie streets of the city, inflicted 
Hytousaiid in8ultMriiiliHdwwao>d.i^^ tto^ 

victims, and at last precipitated 

of Ammiuqis, we raid, Ml 

wMch foims s centeBce of contndietory non- 
an old maynscript, Valedu* bw rKtified tbe 
I, and we perceive a ray of light in the snbsti- 
If we venture to change lemitatem into fe* 
A of a aingU letter will rendet 0>o whole pann^ 



dear anil consistent.' 

X VOL. in- 


, ».!% 




CHAP. maiigle<y^yBfefess bodies into the the 

mngw-'" such a deed, whatever might have been 

t"nof““' thfrii^gns of GaUuAj it was only in a fiel4#f 
Gaiius. ijattle that he could assert his iimocence with any 
hope of success. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and wet- 
ness. Instead of assuming, the title of Auguslss, 
instead of, troops 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^e^dn*p^eantry of 
a court, imperceptibly recalled the veteran legions 
h'om the provinces, of -Asia. , But as it still ap- 
peared dangerous to arrest Galltis in his capital, 
the slow and sal.^a|^,ef i^^^latipQ w^iwac- 


ofconfidenceand friendship; exhoiiiHgthe Ciraap 
to <hischarge the duties of his high station, to re- 
lieve his colleague from a part of tlie public car^- 
and to assist the West by bis presence, his com|4'' 

rec^trocsd in- 
juries, Gallus had reason to-fear and todiitnt^ 
But he had neglected, the opportunities 
and of resistance ; he was seduced 
assurances of the tribune. 
tJic scinl)laucc of a rough 8 iditi^>: 4 £i!^ised the 

I’ : ■ iT'-'- 


,;«' lB8teid>of, bHac 'oUigsti tc^ 

. &sur^- 75 r« 3 a 


icrvorm 

IhtAJgli pM 


; Miged rind imjMKt 

stream mp^nls- 
|P|^ tbc seiTtith !i»d rhup. 

however, i^'iii, c.» 
luSf BuSfa not be eiitirel} uvcrZooketl. 
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ni6:st artful insiij^i^iliiii^^yid.fac depended oR'tlie chap. 
credit of till the unseason- 

«|ii^o^3''dbm|deted tlie ruin 
en involved'ijy heir impetuous 


able di 
in w] 



a])6n^de}^,^41jtf 


qumey to thb 


fe'tJjesir set j 

IHadriant^Ie, lie traver^®l^||ae^i^i 
^^tent of his dominions with a numeroiiS*''hhd 
stately train ; and as te laboured to conceal his 
apprehensions from' the world, and perhaps from 
hiipselif, Im entertained' ^ie^ peopld of Constmiti- 
hopte with mi bxhlbi^a^^: the gained of the 
'^Sii^i'. The progress of the journey might, how- 
tSVCT, have warned him of tim ^d^r. 

In all the principal cities he was met by ministers 
of confidence, commissioned to seize the offices of 
government, to observe his motions, and to pre- 

ve^ Jb^ hasty sallies of bis despmr. The persons 

- -l-i,/ .-> ■ : Jj© left ‘ 

^libcted disdaui; and the tn^is, wmoaif 
along the public road, were studiod^ly removed 
on Ms approach, lest they mi^t be tempted to 
^ offer their sword^lbr the service of a ch^ war.» 

' ' ]* Sbe luid pKcedeA hct'lii^lieaa ’{ tet-dM aT'K teitt m tbc md, 

' ^ace in Bithynia, called’'fir»KW fliBlim— n 

T^baan legiuna, which were IkfB, fnRjM^i^W'A'Wian- 
PCT^IHi.i! ibimiiiliiiii 1° Callua, with a tender srthe>r.tervicea. Am- 
11. TbeEotitia^. ^.,Sq, SB,, edit. LaM>.) men- 
« 3ioBatfi)pMriRal legions which bore the name of Thebaian. The 
of Mi|l^^^^aire, to destroy a despicable though celebrated to-.. 

, ill^'hes on the aHghlest grounds, to cteny the existed^ 

WaWhebaean^^pIk^in, tl| 0 ' Roman armies. See Oeuvrea dr 
taic^ ton XV, p. f tCMiteta ^ition. 

■'^'■ 09 ' 





l«0 

CHAP. 

XIX 


Aftar ,, 


leen permitted to him- 
i 3 irs at Hadrianople, he received a 
ma^da^ expressed in the most haughty and, a|)- 
atyle, that his ^kndid retinue should 
in that city, while the Caesar, himself with only 
ten post-carriages, should hasten to the imperial 
readence at Milan. In this rapid jimrney, 
profound respect whidi was dug,to the brother 
and colleapth^ w^s^f^nsibly 

- 1.1 ]' 1 - 



. was 


the attendants, 

that they already considered themselves as his 
guards, and might soon be employed as his exe- 
cutioners, began to accuse his fatal rashness, and 
to recollect with terror and remorse the conduct 
by which he had oroyo^^l^ .dis^- : 

pres 

diict^ to a palace in the suburbs, where the ge- 
neral Baih8tio,with a select band of soldiers, who 
could neither be moved by pity, nor corrupted by 
rewards, exjTOcted,t^® arrival of his ilIastrious:'~ 
W the. evening' he was ar- 
^Pl^iously stripped of the ensigns of 
C%sar,'and hurried away to Pola in !stri% pr 
questered prison which had been so 
luted with royal blood. Tho boai!$i^^^^KTelt % 
was soon increased by the imT, r ^ 

^aemy who, wi| 

procf 

of the sunk under th^eighf; 

of shame and guilt, conCessed all the criminal 


• ^ 



01^ vnB ikoSimiljt BMPme. 


actions,and which - . 

he was cHar^<dV ‘^hid’by imput^^hem to the ^ 
advice ofrl||^^,' i^sperate<r the indignation 
ofCeaiflHMi^ho reviewed with partial jrfejudice 
thi&ldBlKiSttesof the examination. The emperor was 
convinced, tfiait hrs^^sajfe^j wag incom- 
patihie with tlie life of his cousin : thfc s^tciiw^ oi' 
death was signeti, dispatched, and executed rand 
the nephew of Constantine, with his hands tied 
behind his back, wasbeheaded in prison like the 
yilest naalefactor.* Those who are inclined to 
palliate thecra^i^j itCl^i^ tius, h^erttWiho 
relehie^, mS 

; butthattheseoondptessep^^r^ted 
with tiie reprieve, was de^hic^ by ihe"eunu(^s, ’ 
who dreaded the unforgiving tempt-rof Gallns, 
and were desirous of reuniting to their empire the 
wealthy provinces of the East.*^ 

Juli^ alone Th e Dan- 

siaittius Julian. 

birth involved him in the disgrace of’ Callus. 

From his retirement in the happy country of 
Ionia, he was conveyed linder a strong guard to 


' See the complete narnttee'of hA'^oamey-and oit '^&us 
'fettSsm^us, 1. 1 1', 11. Jullim ''c nn( | ^i i i »tta»tta»-.ttoajB«r. «a* 

1 without u trial; attempts cx> 

tdmcl revenue which he had Inflicted on his enemiesj but 
t to acknowledge that he o^^tjimljr have heat deprived 
ef the pitfll^ , 

Philosai%tni^ I. !v, c. 1. Zonam, 1. xiii, tom. li, p. 19. 

^ former towards an .^an monarch, and the latf^ 
trraa^hed, dtoice or.critiaBn, whatever he foun^ 

nrritio^ the sndoBti. . ' ' ■ 
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(^ha'f, ; where he langurai^ iitove 

sevifen ’i^Wl^, in the continual apprelfehstMi of 
suSp^ the sameignominious death, which Was 
d*3^ inflicted, almpst h^ofe eyes, on IBb 
friends and adherents of his persecuted family. 
His looks, hisgestures, his silence, were scrutinized 
with malignant curiosity, anff he Wi^ 
tually assaulted. by enemipr.wjbi^ he had never 

offendetb 



^6f hrmness and dis- 
cretion. He defended his honour, as well as 
his life, against the ensnaring subtleties of the 
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort some decla- 
ration of his sentiments ; and whilst he cau- 

he 



JuKBin most deVoutly ascribes his miraculous de- 
liverraCe to the protection of the gods, who had 
exempted his innocence from the sentence of ^ 
hr th^r justice a^^Stst Ae 
As fhi'ttMistef- 

fectd^ iHsjbrulncnt ofltbeir providence, 

' '■ :3r-yr,„ 

<• See Ammianus Marcellln. J. iv, c. }, 3-8, * 

his epistle t<i the Athenians, draa's a very iiv^ I’M* pirtarc of 

his own danger, and of his sentiments. He wbeyn, hoA'cver, a ten- f 
dciicy to exaggerate his sufferings, by inslDUatioff, though in cdKcure ' 
tentts, tlmt they lasted above a year t a ijannt whieh cannot be afe- 
-■ in'ti. ,^,i^ih if k ' 

^a^in&fbnahcs of Uw of 

•sF^nr-.- r.. “ happily coiffflRed and 

yW)a|j5»,?,It tMa^g^pAonelusion of the seveath oration, 
from n^ience it has bem deMffiri and transiated by the Abbe de Ja 
Bleterie. Vei de Jovien, torn. U, p, 385-408, 
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fully ack&oiri 
ship of 

.|jiiiHj[l.i^p|yii|?fttir niind of her husband, . counter- 
soBic measure, the povrcrful con- 
of the ^nuefas. ^^gqil^iBteccessipDof his 
patroness, Julian was admktedjMtiD^ltii^liy^iai 
i^preaeace ; he pleaded lus cause «i^ia:-j|^Eient 
freedom, he was hoard with favour ; and, notwith- 
standing the efforts of Ids enemies, who urged 
the danger of sparing an avenger of the blood of 

Bolivia prey^ed 

/^Isairi^mv. .vt^ dreade4 n^ eunuciib&^^Ehd Ju- 
lian was a()]i/lia^ to the 

neighbourhood of Milan, till theemperor thooght He u eent 
proper to assign the city of Athens for the place 
of his honourable exile. As he had discovered, ^“5'' 
^|W;earlie$!t:y^h, a. propensity, ogr ..father 



with pleasure an orefer so egre^diile hoiiECiitiiess 
Far from the' tumult of arms and the treachery 
of courts, he spent six. months amidst the groves 
of the academy,i.iu a free intercourse withi the 



inius, to encouriB^i’; 
the devotion of the^f i 



fto m- 

-^^elr 


a native of The^galonica Atacedonia, of a noble 
daiighter as well as sister of consuls. Her ma 
tite be pissed in the year 358. In a divide 

'UmldstoriaBviWaii parties agree in her praises. See 
niOTiea Mllected i^ TUlemont. Hist, des Empereurs, p. 

75a-tst. ■“ ' <-1* ■ 
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•Hi« ',a|SI;nrE AKB-'ISE^i 

BOt unsuccessful ; and .Mlaw in. 

for Athens that tender i^gard 
fails to arise in a liberal mind, fium 
theippceliection ofthc place where it basdiscoveiitd 
and exercised its growing powers. The gentle- 
ness and affability of manners, which his temper 
and his situation imposed, 
engaged the affections of the .strangeis, as well as 
citizens, with, whom u:. 


of and aversion ; but 

Julian established, in the school of Atliens, a gc* 
neral prepossession in favour of his virtues and 
talents, which was soon diffused over the Roman 
world.® 


Beeallid to 
Mila^ 





^ of iiis fortune. The dratF 

of tbiliate Csesar had left Constantius invested 
with the sole command, and oppressed by the ac- 
cumulated weight of a mighty empire, 
the dtsctmi could be 

prov^^esxff 6aul were overwhelmed bya d^ige 
of barbarians. The Sumatians no longer re- 

• Libantus and Gregory Hazianzen have ezhwg^SSBw^Brts as 
weU as the powers of their eloquence, to ie{iteanir#niliitt Ae first 
of heroes, or Ae worst of tyrants.. G»«*o*y sw* student 

fit Athens; and Ae symptoms ■miaA he s& describes, of i 

the fim»# wkkednes* of theqNtMMe, finWI^lhrw some bod%«l 

.fiNf-fte -awr'-iaiaar'trrf foretold thficBta- 


# 
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[lunity of r^pl^ilf^ incr^^ and 

niimbors of the wii^lautiriaoR : thi»fe rojUierade- 
si-ended from thdr craggy mountJBn* to:*avage 
the coimfry, «nd had eve» 



city of Seleucia^ which was de^i ^ 
s()n 4 tfthw«: R<«nan legHm&> 4*o'*e 
siaEB monarch, elated victory, again threi 
the peace of Asia, and the presence of the em- 
peror was indispensably- required, both in the 
West and in Ihp East. Fop the first time, €(^ 
staidias sincerely acknowledged, that his singli^ 
unequal to such an extent of care and 
of dominion*^ - : Insensible to the voice of dqttery, 
which assured him that his all-powerful' virtue, 
and celestial fortune, would still continue to 
triumph over every obstacle, he listened with 

gra- 

brance^fGalhwdwelt tmtiie einfftiw^S 
she artfuliy:fe»ned his attention to the opposite 
charapt^iO#^ two brothoes^ which from their 


I SMSs^Sere tot n«cssilaUbii» Ujnqu* ciAlb iliStB^^(|ljaw«oa!in 
quam aiwrte denionstrans. Ammlan. I. iv,’ ft- Ifife then 

laprcsbcs, intheir own words, tiw Battering aaninnceii of the courtiers. 

a Tanlum a temporalis inoribus Juliani diffrrens fratris quantum 
inter Vespasiani 1®(M ftu^ DomUUnum.et Titum. Aimnto. 1. liv, 
e.'rff 'nie circransttades and education of the two ^^r» were so - 
aearly'ffie same, as to affiad a strong example of the m*}te diffenm^ 
jf chara£t«s. ■ ■ ' 



’k 





i & yduth of a mild ndaUitioiis dis^ 

; ailo^iatice aiidgratit«d^m^ht be 
ri»y the gift of the purple, and w£» 
Sed to fill, viA honour, a ^bordinahi^ta- 
without aspiring to dispute the commands, 
(MT to shade the glories, of his sov^e^ and bene- 
factor. After an obstiikMe, ^ov^;ili^^i^4tr^gle, 
the opposition of the favo8»^j|!»efufchs submitted 
to the‘iaideffdenc]^:^^lip^^^^^^d-itwas re- 

■ffwntcd, with the title of ('aesar, to reign over the 
countries beyond the Alps."* 

Although the order which recalled him to comt 
was probably accompanied by someintimation 

his Itfe, for. his fame, and even for his virtue ; m)d 
his sole confidence was derived from the perst^ 
sion, that Minerva insjured all his actions, 

aft invisible gnm-d 0 
tvhpim fbr ptftitose she had bon^p^ 
‘frofn the authiuOoa. He 
horror- the palace of Milan';; 
genuous youth conceal his indjg^Bptknii when ^ 
found himself accQsted with. and servile 


spect by the assassins of Eusei^ 

... .-wr ■ 


# 


•• P- 137, ISK- 
I.i!«nius, OMfi. t, p. SfB. 
•Iiilinn iS^'aM yield tiff .ilv (itxl!: h.id sieiijCcd their will hy npetHed 
visions and omens. His piety then forbade him to resist. 





ov tm voUAV-mntii. 

.joining in the scticnk^, 

embraced hahJliffi ihet^fefl^lti^i^ister; and 
ciideavouti ^t' ^ost Caresses, to 

dispel and reconcile hltn'to his for- 

tuB^^ISia^he 'oerettWMiy pf ahavini^ his beard, 

Ite first’ ex- 

ciih^ed' the cloak of a Greek the 

labit of aRotnan 'fiHnco, amtis^/’d^fNI^ 
days, the teiity of the imperial court. ^ ' 

The emperors of the age of Constantine no 
longer deigned to consult with the senate in the 
choice hf 9-ledli4^^e yj^^|tih^were anxious that 

Oh ilHsarieinti da^idn, the 

guards, 

in the neighbourhood of Milan, appeared under 
arms ; and Constantins ascended his lofty tri- 
bunal, holding by the hand his cousin Julian, 

' into the twenty-fifth 

.'ctmeeived 



sented the vaif<feVdattgmii'hi^ iRi^^ 

’ prosperity of the republic, the necessity of naming 
a Csesm- for the administration of the West, and 
his own ifttentioiiirif , it was agreeable to thehr 
wishes, of I^Mfbtir$''bf ’ the 

the {ffomising Yirtueft'-t^-^-tj^'P ^lii^ of 
TheapprobatHmc^^’Shl^^rwas 

.'^uIMS^hnnlates (p. 874), nith some liumouf, the'eireum- 
•ttnees (if his en^jnetaniorpliosis, his downcast' looks, and his per- 
fkaltf at faciogi'atpMiniddcaly transiMrtot into a new World, where 
eeecf) aljaei ap pedii | i WjaiUj e and hostile. ft: 

■ Sea 4mnian. SilKe^lb 1 . st, c. S. Zeslnras, 1. iii, p. isa 
Aurelius 'Victor. Victok' Jutdor ia Ej^tom, - Eutrop. x, I4> 
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• ~k' 

respectful murmur : they gazed on. 

Si of Julian, and observed 

wi^ pleasure, that the fire which sparkled in his 
0r&s was tempeped by a modest blush, on being 
thus exposed, for the first time, to the pi%c 
view of mankind. As soon as the < 

his investiture had been nerfiiririlisii a 

addressed him wi& the ^^^adhoiity^^^^i 
his toas>^ 



the'emperor gave" his tsaieague the strongest as-, 

surances of a friendship which should never be 
impau-ed by time, nor interrupted by their separa- 
tion into the most distant climates. As soon hs ' , 

tribunal expressed, withdecentreseiye, their sense* 
of the merits of the representative of Constmi-^ 
tius. 

S cl^’rV pai^ in t# 

iiwf'^eated to himself a verreofhis faviwritej 

J{omer, which he im^t equally .* 

tune aud to bis fears.” The 

“ Jlilitirrs <™ncii Iiorrcndo fregote Kta(« gdriSte Otidcntes ; qn«S 
ent priMiKHliitis indiciuoi pteuiim ; mnw <a«iiiitn cnm hastis civpit 
fcriuDtur, irx dociimentum at R Mg^..... Ammianiis qjfib, 

ViUi a nic* disiiiMtian, Eainqiie-iit.jpittfrt'i«nn!ntiii scrvoR^-tiw* 
»up»» iiioduiwj((R*i|^ TO 

" »#•»»». tbettMjncrpI^' 

wiiu-h h g itiR d aa» V4gue but common ^tbR for death, 

Wiis iipplicd by Julian to eapms, very aptlj , the nature and obiectof 
his own apprehonsions. - 
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an c«^p. 



norc(>ul)i|yt|||^l^|n^ition of honour compensate for 
the lflp!^!(^ikiBedom.'’ His steps were watched, 
ills fjpixpe^iMieii^ wiisinteirG^i^^ ami he was 
obii^d, by prudence, to decline thefvtdji^ 
most fHends. Of his fbrineir'^eiVilli|||^ 

&#^^were permitted to attend him; tWh;- 
pages, his physician, and his librarian ; the last 
of whom was employed in the care of a valuable 
coltotimi of eropress> who 

studied the incliaatitma jif|p|ilf 
heK#i^^ > iB the roc^u^ these 
vants, an hoosehoM itraa, fa E ir h .i4 iili. 
became the dignity of a Caes» : but it^t^asr iSXMid^ 
with a crowd of slaves, destitute, and perhaps in- 
capable, of any attachment for their new master. 



mi^t seqoitei „ _ 

the minute instructions which T^;ftMt«id>lihie'M#F= ^ 
vice of his table, and the distribution of his hours, 
were adapted to a youth still under the discipline 
of his preceptors, ra^er than to the situation , 
of a entrusted?|i^j||it^*Mi^^^^ 

I tie patbeUe lenw ^ 

The provision for his ■ MMe 'eiW hiwSlu 
Auoos, that the young phitosopto rejeeted it tviUi 
l^ent iibeUum aisidni, %uem Gonstantim ut 
ksSKHtwa manA su4 conscripserat, pralicenter dis- 
pta|ii>ia|^ . ia J Hpl i ij g-j-Ctesaris impendi deberet, PbMiantun, et 
tBiIiraBt~et;.Wing». W^ i i jii^ ^ Amnjian- Marceliin- 1. 
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Fatal end 

of Syl- 
vanus. 

A. D. 355, 

Septem- 

ber. 


If he aspired to dese^e< the esteert 
(rfji afeyfelee ts. he was checked by the fear of di&*‘ 
his sovereign ; and even .the fruits of his 
]0^i|iTiage-bed were JWiasted by the jealous artiflcea 
of Eusebia*’ herself, who, on this ; occasion 
seems to have been unmindful of the tend^neS^ 
of her sex, and the generosity . o f 
The memory of 14siather gnd ,«C ^ IwklSs re* 

appre.: 

... 

f4athB»«mi0inaer which 

p^ded his own ^yation, that gciua al had been 
chosen to deliver Gaul from the tyranny of the 
barbarians ; but Sylvanus soon discovered that be 
had left his most dangerous enemies in the ink- 
periaj court. .A informar^. counte- 

.rp^isters, 

.nii4 taxing the whole of the contents, eicc^t 
.the signature, hlhHl up thevawint panihment with' 
matters of high and treasonable import. By tlNr 
, industry and courage of his friends, w^ 

»'lf>c tccoUoct thflt Conrt,ntfn«,.Hlc fatHv .of died 

aWe eightecii years before fn a mature old egb, it will pro- 

bable, that the daughter, though a tirgin, cov^M^ .tw' 
at the time of her marriage. Stiegwaa sewn delivered df 

a sou. vho (lied immediately, quA^ mercedc, nw 

Datum prmsccto plusquatn conyenenit iHoiali^ iieeavit. She acesniK 
paaM the emperor aqd empecaa in jKKiMy to lloniu, aajl^Aw 

^J^T, qujsaitupi yei^um . hUmg^ipr ^odCBi illcxit, ut.fpMl|M. 
r rurnjdyyl i i inii q iilii'riiij ||)f^W iaf partum. Amnrfaji' L xvi, 
f • whether there MiMs suefc a 
i m incliacd to Impe dgit the pi^flie 
tiialighi^ ikhliuted tite eMah of accideut us the guilt of Eusebi^^ 
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c^ll and military in the presencs.^f chap. 
the oinpcfor hi^^|j& ,1^: (d' Sylvaaua^ 

was p(ihlicljr.. 4 ^^)^)«^ 0 d. B^t U^etdi^oveiy 
came too^j|^{g||i|^. report of the calumny the 
has |y,.g^yH8fe of his estate., had already proToj^i^ 

i^^^f^^^tly accused. He j^jpje 

at his Jh^jd-^arters of Cologne, and : hii^ 
p^^i^peared to menace Italy with an inya^(«Q» 
and Milan with a siege. In this emergency, Ur- 
sicinus, a general of equal rank, regained, by an 
act of ,|^e|^^«,< thj he had lost by 



the standanl, and to betray the confi(lencet<i>fdds 
too, credulous friend. After a reign of only 
twenty-eight days, Sylvanus was assassinated; 

who, without any criminaJi intentiip, , 


the flatterers of^^Cpnah^nih i 
dom and fel^ity of the monarch who had ex- 
tinguished a civil war without the b^ard of a 
lUMhde.'*; 

.The protection. i*f,Jihfc,^^ajji;,frQii^^ 
thaxiersecutioD of the Cntholie chufeht-il?t*i4<^<»n<:< 
utms in Italy aliove eighteen Apru gs. 
the 'cP^ijrinre of Julian. Bt^rc the mperor re- 
-tume^ ^^ ^^;^ East, he indulged his pride and 

I'llw perfectly well informed of the coftiluet 
was one ofth* few £oUow*».t^5 
att«Dd^'tIrncinus io ^jM^eroia-enterpriM. • •. 





CUAP. to the ancient He 

Milan to Rome alon^ 

l^anj^^ J'laminian ways ; and as soon ^ he ap* 
Jl^ehed wiUun forty miles of the city, the n^ch 
ctf a prince who had never vanquished a fore^ 
eneniy, assumed the appewance of a triuniphal 
procession. His splendid train ui^a^cpnftpqsed of 
all the ministers of^hixury ; but .in a, time 

of 

eiwosscd witli gold, and shaped in the Ibrm of . 
dragons, waved round the person of the em* 
peror. Constantins sat alone in a lofty car re- 
splendent with gold and precious gems ; and,^ 
cept when he .,bpw^^ his Jh^B4 %})Ass qndec,„t^ 



.^vity. .The severe di^pCne of the 
ytinth had been introduced by the eunuchs into ^, 
t^e imperial palace ; and such were the habj^;^v 

patience which they Jia^ inculcated. -ti^d urii^^ 



. „ - 

eygseitiier to^ the, r^brt..or.hn«t£ie 

received by the magistrates and.a^t g^ trf, J 

and the cm|)eror surveyed, wi|ttrt^(jjj^^x^ectvil 
honours of the republic, aod;th&idj)n^8r images- 

were 


■' $ 
& 





^ 4ie «r Ite' 


^ ^ tSf doBstontius to 

:.e to add, that'Siefaisitiin 

*»* »“<> compttsjli. 

bis (ouetb (nation br this ctmwo;. 
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fPith an ian^ 
acdan^tti 

niter sai^4 

peis ^^iipip^ Bpwaeegg;-..-aa4 CcNffistum^uium- 
se^j00ll0e4, wi^ soBue pkfsanty, his affected 
<ai||||iii.iiiiitl^ Ihe hniwB* ithiug sad- 

denly be collected on the of 

was lodg^ in -.the 

'li^astas ; he presided in the senate, haiw%tt^ 
the people from the tribunal which Cicero had so 
often ascepded, asri^ed with unusual courtesy at 

ifco^^ed ^ p^owns 


t9S 





was employed in viewing the moni^niei^ '^ irt 
and power, which were scattered over the seven 
hills and the interjacent valleys. He admired the 
M tbfi ci^itel, 3^ vast estswt^of 



of the amphitheatre of Titus, thh < 
tecture of the theatre of Pompey and the temple 
pf peace, and, above all, the statdy structare of 
4iie fonun and odiumn of .Trpjan f ^asiaioirite^ 
jpg that the voice fam^ ^ invent 

ijto magnify, had tnmie » likiia0|indiF l^^ 
fpaetrppolis of the world.' 

emplated theru^ cffimc^t Beane, 
may c^lSilnrsome imperfect idea of the senti- 
ll^nts wittc%.Uwy must have inspired when thejr 
remed their Iwii^ in the splendour (ff 
beauty. ' , ' • 

VOL. HI. O 


o 





miT. 

XIX. 

A new 
obelislc. 


^frotii'tfe- journey excited him to the geaerous 
enMaiihn of bestowing on the Romans sortie me- 
nlMrtl of his bwn gratitude and munificence. 
iHis first idea was to imitate the equestrian and 
colossal statue which he had seen in the forum 
Trajan ; but when he had matttrely^<gighed tbe 
difficulties of the execution,* he chose rather tb 

j{rf m. Egyptian 

betical writing, a great numlier of these obelisks 
had been erected, in the cities of Thebes and He- 
liopolis, by the ancient sovereigns of Egypt, 
in a just confidence that the simplicity of their 
form, and tte bardaessj#tb^ substance, would 
an^gMrfjjli^ and viitdleiaiboi.^ Several 

to Rome hy-Augustus and his successors, 
a^^he most durable monuments of their power 
and victory but there remained one obelisk. 


obs«n^,^«;^,.emaa 

iwb that ifhe'nuae «udi a horse, he miust think of prepaang a simi- 
}aeMihle|tb^h>rum'of Ahothcr^wyiB^ of-HiMMMas Is 

regarded,' that OM. thu^ ohi; had^Jitplauei lun>,^p 
dfed at Kamo as well as elsewhere,” If we adopt tUa readii^^ the 
text of Ammianus {dUfUenuse instead of plaevuw^, %^’naay eohullir 
it ns a reproof of Aomao vasity. The ■"Would be that 

of a misanthrope. • i * , . f? -' 

‘ Wltea Gcimahiciis visited the anStnt '^^fttonents of Thebe^ 
fte Uie priests e^slained 'to M^^fliK iitfah iitg of these hi«M- 

-Tacit A^flaL;itt.«^C4^,.-f3|l^«scpBs probable, 
foreUK nuefill ^ssitieia of an the% natural or aMttWy 

signs^'^iine the CoitihaA' sfilWTretarc of the Egyptian mUhtii. See 
Warbnrtptfj pivinc ^^{gattifl wf Mtnes, vob iii, p. 69-S^ 

*iee riin. Hist. Natur. I. ixzti, c. 11, IJ. , ^ 



.tOF TUB SOMAK BliIFIBE 
I^Tiich^ frdin 

■^as 



City 


ii % 

'tty 1*^ 

■ being 'i^moved '^iMtiar 




^tte to Alexandria^ 

>susf)eMietf^#i‘'execution (d* his 

Vas destined by his son to the dnciCnt 
capital of the empire. A vessel of uncommon 
strength and capacimisness was provided to con- 
vey #dd^»nadttnWj^g^bM)f granite, at least an 
‘.htmdred ■ntid'^ 

dNsdei^ittte'Nile ta those of :fhe‘''J^^teri '.?i33»e 

obeltttt of ClonEtaniius^tyie 

miles from the city, and elevated, by the eftbrts 

of art and labour, in the great ckcus of 

Rome.^ 

! of Gcathtanthisfrora RotneftrasThe Qua. 
jMnilig^ ’iiit««igttnce of. ■thesaTniatL 

The distractions of civil war, and the m 359 

loss which the Roman legions had sustained in 
the battle of Mursa, exposed those countries, 

.dBdmost without defen<%, to the light cavalry of 

.. 

MarceWn, I. xy^, 
of the liier.iglvphics, and nU 
'liMWUUn inscription, lAich, id twenty VeiM* I 
staatiii||^^W|Main a short history of the obeiiak. 

> " Antigua, h iii, c. 14, 1. jv, «. 12, and the 

■temed, effused, Dissertation of Bargxus on Obelisks, ip- 

in Tohune of Grteviug’s Homan Antiquities, p. 

189f>.ld3& ^R^i^jjaimtatkm is dedicated to Pope Sixtus y,.jrto 
erected the obelisk oT CwM^UiU in the square before the |iattiaw^ 

Ahorch of 5tf John lata(#^ * • 
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«3tAP. tim 


fierce iwd pewernit 
e}cchei^ed inslatutkH»«llb{|e3^ 
<£»* fibe wBaa«w ia>^r yiarts 
nidiaa ^lies/ ^ the fircmite 

were inefficient to dteek their progrefe : and the 
indolent raonareh waa at 
assemble, firoia 


in the sari^ prosecution of tl^ arar. 
The emperor passed the Danube on a laidge of 
boats, cut in pieces all that encountered his 
march, penetrated into the heart of the coimtzjr 
of vthe 



4li|pe^lt<rst|e|iEff peace ; thejrofierediffae restittitk^ 
ctpUre subjects, as an atonement for the 
past, and the noblest hosta^ as a pledge of thA 
fiiture conduct. The generous cQ«iiiw| p^na i fid i » 

r^«fithens<»<e'^md, orthr to 
imitatetheirexample ; and the impa^cany wto 
crowded wHh princes of tl:« 


or 



ace, and reared ^ 

a ftepantS&liietfl^r, to die dignity 'of a nation. unit> 
ed mdar^dlie govoramocd of a king, the friend 





the jpeace of the ^ 

<U 'lead: dao-^WaiNipdii^^ 
whose manners were kin 
libe vices their servile origin. The execution 
of this design was attended wiUi more difficulty 

the Lda^antea 



marshy landBiWldch Isybetwemi idtiaie i 
were often cora^ed by their inundations, fonued 
ma intidcate.wydem^ pervious only to die inha. 
bitaDts, who were aoquahited wkhits.seciset iMtha 
tnd iaaocesriUe 

theUifllgattli^|p^--||^«^ip,:^ 

of fraud, and ci aaBS.;'l^'l#ifitoitdy 
rijtCliM’jdimr su^ffickioas, dkeated tiieir rude 
fe|rat^;«^'w;id repelled with skill and ffinnness 
Aw effi»!tC:«f ,tbdr irregular valour. One of 
their most tribes, establidied in a 

^bmd dwanis of the mad ^ 

o 3 



XIX 







to pass the 

Mirprising the empe^rtf 
of an amicalile conference.* 
lii^raBie the ' victims o^^the perfidy which I 
hieditated. EnconipasSed oh 'every side, triiiiR 
pled down by the cavalry, slaughtered by th"^ 
swords of the legions, they Jo# 

mercy; and with rfli'tin^unted'cpattt^sfirce §1^ 
grasped tJteir of death'. 

Ai^r this 

w'fftS ItUSelKif 'db theo^i^^te barilts ofihe X^hiiil^; 
the Taifalae, a Gothic tribe ereaged in the SCTvice 
of the empire, invaded the Limigantes on the 
side of the Teyss; and their former masters, the 
free Sarmatians, animated by hope and- reven^; 



m 



seated in the depth of thewildOTness'.andtfea 
soldier fought with confidence on marshy ground^' 
which it was dangerous for him to tread. In tfail 
extremity, ^e bravest of the Limigantet#^i^re» 
to <Be in arms, rather than to yiUthsl^ . 
the trader sentiment, enforced by the authority 
of their eld^, at length prevailed; and 
suppliant crowd, followed by their wives arrt 
children, repaired to the hnpfeft^‘^aa 5 ^’'to leaib 
their fate from the mouth 
Jl^er celelnnting his Owtt 'IvffieW 




to sqiace the remoani tilt- a guflty natin^ 
stantius assigned fcr the place ctf thehr ex^e, a i# 
mete country, where they might enjoy a f^fe awi 




OP THE HOMAN EMPIRE, 

o^jed 

ieluctawei wiUijreaoh, at leasi 

Iwfore thoy.^iiid oo(»py,. their .ipstweii habita- 
tions, to the baajks ot & Panube, 

exaggoni^g the hardships of their situation, and 
requesting, with feiTent jirofe^ions of fidelity, 
that the emperor woulij gra^t ipii ^ 

cd settlement within the limits of the Roman 
IH^i^ces. Instead of consulting Ins own ex- 
perience of their iocmable perfidy, Constantins 
listeped to his flatterers, who were ready to repre- 
sent the. honour and advantage of accepting a 
coloS3r,of_S9p^^^sfJ^.wl^„it 

I ofitain the pecuipaiy contributions, than 
to. -f thgsfiffinire. 


The tamigantes Were pOrtn^ed to pas^JftiO'iJaT 
nube ; and the emperor gave audiepce to the 
multitude in a large plain near the modern city of 
^uda. They surrounded the tribunal, and seem- 

full of mildness 

ihg his sl^be 
voice, Marha* Marha! a word of defiance, W'hTA 
was received as the signal of the tumult. They 
nisbed with fiuy to seize the person of the em- 
"^ror ; fiis royal ^p^^d gold^ j^i|ch 
jed.by these' 

pf his guards, who di^ Ifih le<^ OToiir- 
3 moment to mpont S flpet horsed and to 
escape.t ^ ar the confusion. The disgrace which 
b^^^Curred by a treacherous surprise, was 
yretmwBd by the numbers and discipline of 
fbe IRomans; and the combat was only terraii 

o4 


HAP. 






cttA?. by tbe 

T * .. 



of the liame 
Ithe free Sarmatians 
ion of their ancient seats ; 
CloDstantius .dif trusted the levity of 
ehhiacfer, he entertained^sMue hopes that a sen^- 
of gratitude might influence their future conduct* 
He had remarked the lofty ststure^apdlehse^pisw 
demeanour of Zi^i^. one <^^the -&|^i%ist of 



ciation, 

A. s. 3d8> 


benefactor, who, after this splendid 
success, received the name of Sarmaticusitom. the 
acclamations of his victorious army.“ 

The Per. While tfae Roman emperor and the Persia^: 
cl^or'“' monarch, at the < 

m 

of a languid war, and a precarious truce. Two 
of the eastern ministers of Constantius^ the praa|^ 
torian praefect Musqni^, whose 


CaSaSan iScoKe of Afesopotamia, . a 
rah soldier, opened a secret negociatieii r^:i|hr 
satrap Tamsapor.** These overti^^|^!i4i(!li||^ 
translated into the servile gn«t 
of Asia, were transmitted ^ t^l - 

kii^; who res<d1fed|^||^^ byan 

■ SKOMtanim regca^jplt' 

AiMI^ Tietiir' in it |i* *r** »'*^**^ htonouDcrd by GoqiMrttii* 
hiimelibltf capatiuta^ ii» esjplcits iritb much niiiy, aii4 
some 

* a * 



OV TRK romar iuns.%. 


r, . -wa$- 

^ant to the J^arse^ whom 

lie iDvested?|ri|ik^fliKS^tt6ra^ #ia#i((hiour8bIy 
received^p^Miiittia^ tbrottgli Antiedraad Con- 
staiM^Ml^^'^coachedSimkunafler along jour- 
nfg^Wl^' ieb his fitst att#S ia u B > '^«te^ectftilly un- 
ftllded the silken veil wlii^h 
e|>tttle of -his sovereign: Sapor, king df'leS^' 
^^^l^ther of the Sun and Moon (^ch ilncre 
tile lofty titles affected by oriental vanity), ex- 
^ pressed his satisfaction that his brother, Con- 


sitjr. 

Siii|i«49aQted, tiiat 

einpirc ; declaring, however, that as ah ■evidence 
of his moderation, he would content himself 
with the provinces of Armenia and Mesopotamia, 

started frtaa hk 



possible to esUKhWlk tiny oh al 
manentlmsifi ; and he arrogantly threatened, that 
if his amiattsador returned m vain, he was pre- 
piEmad te tsks &e ^Id in the i^ing, ai^. to 



arms. 



;,p<dite and amudile maimeh^ i^dwotfir-- 
|w8s consistent with his duty, to soften 
the mrasage.** Both the style 


'Uaascribes the faangfaty letter, 

ikisUits (Ont. iv, ^ ir, iaSit. Ffetae.j ukea notice of the sittMl OflSe 



eRAP. ai^d 
XIX. : 


aijd sa^^li^^trere maturely we%]^ a the u% 
perm,^P|liy^ and he was dismissed wiA 
answer : “ Constaatius had a 
‘ti^di^laim the officiousness of his ministers, who 
had acted without any qiecific orders from the 
“ throne: he was not, however, averse to an 
« equal and honourable treaty ; 
indecent, as well as ab»ur^ to j^ropose to tte 

r. 

rqinpt^'^ the time .when his , 
“ power was contracted within the narrow limits 
“ of the East : the chance of arms was uncertain; 
“ and Sapor should recollect, that if the Homans 
“ had sometimes been vanquished in battle, tl^ 

“ *iad almost ^way|l«^jU(K*s^ 


court of Sapor, who was already returned from 
the; Si^thian expedition to his ordinary residence 
of Ctesiphon. A count, a notary, and a soph^ 
had been selected for ^is important 
aitdC^^ta n ti^ , who was secretly amdntOi the 

condusion of the peace, entertmned soiiie.,.h^pes 
that the dignity of the 6rst of thes^^nadUl^, 
the dexterity of the second, and 
the third,' would persuade *bt ttirtmirch 

ing. Idatius and Zuaaras mcntiim the joatatf, iSt the ambasWor j , 
f •’“'"“an C“ Excerpu 28 ) hw informed w 

^omhUUng bebavtour. 

almost sjrnet9^&}i 

Rustathiu the Ca rt^efien , the £s«p]e of JamU!^t», and Ai 
friend of ,Sf. paajl. Eua^ati* (in Vit .Rdesil, p. ii-iT) fijn^ 

attiibvie 




m.Ar.. 



Srabhte oi 

|)rof»ress , 

fcated by vAaftO^us," a Ro- 

man sMf^llviH^'ria, whn had from opprcs- 
^iij rt gWjB»»>§,adiiritte^ into 4;he councils of Sapor, 
thfe to 

‘the'custom of the Persians,- the.«ttas^attfl^^^ 
^taste^4ests fF)g({nently discussed*, 

fugitive promoted his interest by the s^me 
conduct which gratified his revenge. He inces- 
santly urged the ambition of his new master, to 
fa^rowFid^ when tho 

4b^i^Bi|MVdr in a <H«iant war fflti the Da^be. lie 


less provincesof.thc Ea-st, the nunieroBS ar- 
iniesdf Persia, now fortified by the alliance and 
accession of the fiercest barbarians. The ambas- 

aujccp^ .and a 





titlicr with deiitliVdr-exilesi 


<,ltr»Vtte9 of .enchanting th« 

feTiJJemont. 

■ 1 Seiff, S.' ^ 

0 toward* the Botaaft 
I Ainn«onu*_hln^rf 

^ancH u it I* waited j>y i^^oanaim*. serves to 

sasve - ■"-ftillll'r-*' H«yo#tus fU i.«- 133). and the permanency, 
ft eVery agi the fcrslans have been ad- 
and wipes «f Shiraz have triun^ed 
•over the law Brisson de Regno Pers. !. ii, p. 462-«t, 



wer MW fe* ' ' 

«nd Chardin, Voy^^|S|?^, ^ iu, P- 
i’ 



C% A f. IwWwWf mstdmn/ who 
x!3c. pMehegj^ hhsenre the army of the o 


'* covered with men, with horses, and with ansu^ 
Sapor appeared in the frd)^ 
splaidour of his-pur|de. O^hie lefh hi^; ^ 
phce 

The 

monarch had reserved a similar place on his right 
hand for the king of the Albanians, who led his 
independent tribes fh>mthe Sbtnesofthe Caspian. 
The satraps and graerals were distributed a^' 



uiftd effective tnen, indued tofhi%ne,'and select** 
ed from the binvest, nations of Asia. The Roi. 
man deserter, who in stane measure guided tfilr 
councils of-^pcw*, had prudcntty adidB^, 
sihuht^M tedtousaned 

fie^ 

phnHi^i^ fiywiBfdS^Wlthoa t 
the feeble and wealthy metropoim^ lBp l^ft^fe 
the Persians were no tiiir' 

plams of Mesopotamia, thril^^^Pl W^ e r 'ed 




were se<;uim is 


' aouBita. t i£«ui, «, 7. e. i«. 



^|j Pir>,dBl^ jaiide. dbanguig 

conducted the anny by a longer^cip* 
cuity but through a fertile territory, towards th^ 
head of the £uphrates, where the infant river is 


1 ^ jtresatce would not awe the gamsobqaBiha iBai* 
paediate submbsimi. The sacrilegious insult of -a, 
random dart, which glanced against the royal 


aaorifice the «HpQess>of hb amhitiMt j;inpt' 

.fication of his resentment. The following day 
GrumbateatadvaBced towards tiie gat^ with a ^ 


r^Hier of the 


proposals were nn— f rwti 
nerBbij^l^^l^gie, and hLs only ^on. a beautiful and 
v^duBit ]Rl|g|||.1K8S pierced through the heart by a 
javi^, one of the balistae. The fu- 

neral of the pifl^ of the Chiouites was cclebr^ 
ed according toliih^teiof hb country ; and the 






cflAi*. gri 
rte 


fsiiber was alievM^ir iqg l pe is^ 

j^bp^'^ould se^re as a funeral pile to’^^iatb 
^sdeath, and to pes^teafe the- itiemorjrj-'cWSffe 


Siege of 
Amida. 


anciebt city of Amid or Amida,* whidb 
sometimes assumes the protlh^liiKppi^itiiw^jOf 
Diarbekir,'^ is. advantageouslyjsituate hi ' a 
plain, watered by D^uraf ahd'SEt^ial chan- 
of which 

a'^semielrcb^fh^ the 
i^a^cTB part- of the city. The emperorConstan- 
tius had recently conferred on Amidathe hontnit 
of his own namej’aiM' the sidditional fortificatiojift 
of strong walls and lofty towers. It was provided 




d^^ttie-ainns of Sapbr.‘ HW firs^ anil most san’- 
'glfoie' hopes depended on the success of a generiB 

• '•’ . . i 

For t!W ilescWj^ioin of ArtidaV see d'Herbd<R,’'Biblti^^^ 
de Toaur. Oee^ {nr CbereCeddik-ai^ 


^lei'Sf u Jodi'iwd and fi4icura£& Dane* iiQ:; gi\cn a 

Jll'.istrn.U’s the o|)eratiorus uTthc Mi‘gc. ' ^ ^ 

** niariitfhir, wliicli fs btvled Aintd^ (tt aaSii^, in the piibtle 
«TitingS4if the Turks, wntaioa abov^. and Ls tbe«il' 

^dcncu pc a jiiuili^ with tbnc tails,. nf Xarn js 'd^^jisd 

'‘fVotti the Haokneta of the stone which’dc^Fnsei the strung and owient 
SMI of Amidow • V; ■-’ iv 

.■>'s oiwratiOB|!^jfJd>« very i^BBtely de- 

scribe^ ij Ammiuuih l^ihi',,1—9) who acted un honoprebln i>.'irt,i,>l 
the defend, ^and i!Mh(jaI w{^ dilKculty whcD the dfy »As stotiMd 
Jby the PersituiK, , . > ; ^ . .Vi 




6t the BOSUlN empire. 20? 

iisault. To ti^h t 


the south the iioi4l^%he Alhu-' 

nians, the Chionites, infiamed with 

grkefriMaiftsuldigfnation; the west to the Segestans, 
dlMhwire»t df iaa warrfoi^ who reorered their 
front w^ith a formidable line of InduBi dejpltants;^ 
Tj^Persians, on every side, supported 

and animated their courage ; and the mo- 
narch himself, careless of his rank and safety, dis- 
played, in the prosecution of the siege, the ardour 
of 'Aft^ an Obstinate combat, 

the -barbarians were w^tSed{‘tJi^ -ttGesajiBtly 
retimed'-to the diarge ; th^ were agauk-driven 
back with a dmail 8lat^bier,^iE!iPhe£iiMliHl<^ 
gions of Gauls, who had been banished hitd the 
East, signalized their undisciplined courage by a 
nocturnal sally into the heartof the Persian camp. 

- th^e repeated assaults, 
lyiiMiin.IT of a dik 


and neglected staircase, scooped out of the idtUr 
that hangs over the stream of the Tigris. Se- 
venty chos^ archers of the royal guard ascended 
insilence to the third storey rf alofty tower whfaA 

"n ' " '*'5 •- 

four nations, the ABiW l ia at* too 
’description. The Segestant mhalit^ a huge and ]e^ 
eouadidl^artUch stiu preserr-c.s their name, to sauUrlf 'khawif yn , 
and the Uinilustau (see Geographia Nubiensis, p. 133, and 

d’ilcrbelot, BE^thc 4 ue Orientalc, p, 79T}. Notwithstanding the 
boasted victoty^lK ’Bahrain, (rol. i, p. 410) the Segestans, above 
fonrseore years Mkttidrds, appear as an independent nation, the 
ally of Persia. We iglKirant of the situation of the Verta: and 
Chionites, but I am BtcBned to place them (at least the latter) 
Wwards the confines of India aaid Seytbia. See Ammian. xsi, 9 . 









r 


OF THE BOMAW ESiPIllE. 10#.' 

ftad not time the c h a p. 

' gate were imneri^Bed ^ tani^roxs in a ppo- ^ 
mis(»ous • >■ - ' 

Amida was the safety of theorsin. 
llonitl^^Knriitces. As soon as the first tranSitartsI ». W 
yletat3r hhd «^ided, SapOT was at Idsiife td 
reAeet, tisat to chastise a disobedsenttSfy^-'M hag 
lost the fiower of his troops, and the most 
sMe sesLSOtk for conquest.* ^Thirty thousand df 
his veterans had fallen under the walls of Amida, 


during- the continuance of a siege which lasted 
setron^^^luEiee days; ami the disappointed mo- 
narch retmiifedtolitt i e flipitai witfUa f otki l^attn^ 
ahAaeaetdOortiflcataiott. ^ It wasr pm^ 

babie, thhiFHittt liiffnjhdEnry^ 
was tempted to relinquish a wat in w1 
had encountered such uneKpected difficulties; and 
that the aged king of the Chionites, satiated with 
aw8y.'With$^h(HTtH*>il(ian a scmie 




' Ammianus has marked the chroDd1o^'~oT'thrs7yw three 
signs, which do not ^rfectly coirici^e with each other, or with th^ 
aeries of the histery. 1, The com wis Hpe when S^or inva^ii 
Jifeaopotamia ; “ Cura jam etipuli Aavei>te.||U[^|pteDt a citcUB^ 
stance, which, in the, latitude of .Ale^b, wo^^ natun^y refer us 
to th^^tnonth of Apnl or May. hl!i|^d«iiaer'e Olii*e(¥s£ni« ^ 
Seti^^^^vol. i, p. 41. ' Shaw’s^TfsTtls, ps 3^ adlt, 4(in' Tte 
progmtt of Sapor was checked by the OTetflowiog of the 
whfdhw^&dly Kapj^ns in Jol^ihS August, ftih. HUt. itat. v, 
Willap r^t«.cteUa Valh^Aim r, p. 3, When Sapor 
b||A tkken AitiMla, a siege of seStMty-three days, the autumn 
wiS far advahOed, “ Autumns T^eci^ti hwdommque improho 
*' sid«i« extoto.* 3% reconcile' these apparent contradictions, we ' 
must anew for sdihe ia the Persian kingi^som* inacctmoy ^ 

the historian, and smae Aiarto in the seasons. . i 

VOL. III. % P * ” 

0 




# 




CHAP. 

XJX. 


At 

, S’'- 

3pmt<<£#l6'iitlHy with which Sapor tooic the field 
in ^[eiisnsa^g spring, was no longer equal to the 
utitoohded views of his ambition. Instead of 
8i^)Mhg to the conquest ;of the East, he wasiob- 
liged to content himself with the reduction of 
two fortified cities of Mesopotamia, Singara and 
Bezabde the one situate in theii^idit of a sandy 
desert, the other ia a small peninsula, surrounded 
ahnost en,eveiygidBl>y:tt»;!dtepaa4 j r M ^|treaitt 

in the age of Constantine, were made prisoners, 
and sent into remote captivity' on the extreme 
confines of Persia. After dismantling the walls 
of Singara, the conqueror abandoned that soli- 

re- 

Begal>d(e^;;Ul^ ..fixed in 
ve- 


terans, am']^ supplied with every means of de 
felice, and animated by high sentiments of ho- 
nour and fidelity. Towards the close of the x:am- 
paign, the ^ma^ Sapor incurred son^>.t^yisgrace 

.TecritrU atrc^,or as it Was umversally ^t^sooed 
tHI the age t^.TamefSlane, an impr^nahle fort* 
ress of the independent Arabs.® ^ h r 


» The account of these ,'iegcs ia given by Aimidaaas, xx, 6, 7. 
^^'Por Uu jdeBtity of .ViUlb^tto /EUXte see d’AnvUle,', 



^mbie AsuiBDXtc, tooL ti» Mege of that 

•'CUpw; B>c,..-y-.3|Mfflg|i|» ajfecfefgfeddin, 1. iii, c. Si' The 
'dli) merit and difficulty of this es- 
plmt, v^iillrJMpA'UlK’arcviuu of Bagdad iirem a formi^MHe 
gang of robbers *" / 


e 



OP THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 
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The defence i&e East against the anns of chap. 
Sapor, requi}^ and would have exercised, the 
abilities of ^h^Bpst consummate general ; and it Conduct 
seetne^ypap^ptee for the state, that it was the ac-^nwis. 
tua^^MPrince of the brave Ursicinus, who alone 
•f^Pae^>ed theT’oniidenceof tte soldio^ and people. 

;In the hour of danger, Ursicinus ® was Praaoved 
from his station by the intrigues of the etmmAs ; 
itad the military command of the East was be- 
stowed, by the same influence, on Sabinian, a 
wealthy and subtle veteran, who had attained the 
infiisni^i^ without acquiiipgrthe experience, of 
4 «ge. By a wladP wmif^ -the 

lpDipM|pdotis and ^onstant c(mnse^|:^^sicinus 
was again dispatched to the fronti c r | l i fj ffC8 Bpo. 
tamia, and condemned to sustain the labours of a 
war, the honours of which had been transferred 
to his unworthy rival. Sabinian fixed his indo- 
lent s^tion under the walls of Edessa ; and while 



Pyrrhic dmice, thepublic^e^n<%y^aba^cid^^ 
to tlie boldness and diligence of the. former gene- 
ral of the East. But whenever Ursicinus recom- 
mended any vigorous plan of operations ; when 
he proposed, at the headof .a l%fat and active 
;|tpy, to wheel round the foot of tbemoanlam^ 
t^teercept the convoys of the aaemy, to hmrass 
theiNife extent of the Persian lines, and to re- 

* Aonhiatw Cxviii, 5 , 6 ; xix, 3 ; xx, t) represents the merit and 
di^taee of Onddims with that faithful attention which a soldier 
owed to his Some p^iality ma; be suspected, jWflW 

trhoje account is cotMUcnt aiHl 
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Hffi «lCLlir8 AND »AMt. 


m 

left A p. lievft tfcft 4fetress of Amida ; the timid afid ei>- 
Tidua tittffiBiaiider alleged, that he was restrained 
j^oeitive orders from endangeringthe safety 
Df tfee troops. Amida ^as at length taken ; its 
bravest defenders, who had escaped the sword of 
the barbarians, died in the Roman camp by the 
band of the executioner ; and Ursicitias himself, 
after supporting the disgrace of a partial inquiry, 
was punkbed for the misemidnct ^ Sal^kn by 
bis rmifei * t)mi8t»nti»m 

i^MN^iif^il^lem!ed-tbe truth of the prediction which 
honest indignation had extorted from his injured 
lieutenant, that as long as such maxims of go- 
vernment were suffered to prevail, the emperw 
himself would find it no easy task to drfend his 


ihardhes into the East ; and after he had 
wept overthe smoking ruins of Amida, he formed, 
with a powerful army, the siege of Bezabde. Hie 
walls were shaken by the reitefated effm^ ©f the 
of the 

W«8 reduced to the hwt extremity; but it was stffl 
defended by thepatietat and intrepid vidomruf the 
gMTison, till the aj^roacb of the. season 
obliged the emperor to raise theaii^, in^o- 
riously to retreat into his winteT'iqttaiters at An- 
I'be pride of COnstattlSin^ and the 

, htemalnrus Ak^ditie 

redlt uleenlm acd.et atrocia, 

diuque It .!• -James GronAvius fiat ttstored an 

obscure passage ; and he thiriui UxU this coriectiMi aame would tww 

desemd 




easteni dominions theniTa»on of a fmreign 
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I^enuitf of his fsqslrtiers, wore at a loss to chap, 
covCT any mat^ials for psQ^i;;fric in the events o f ^ 
the Persia tf^f^Nrliile the glory of his cousin 
Juliai^^S^lW^ military command he had en- 
tnM^^'lh^ provinces of Gan), was proclmmed 
fof^^te'wicrid ih the simple mid eoneise narrative 
of his exploits. ‘ - 

: ;fe .the blind fury of civil discord, GonStnh^HsJ"^^" 
had abandoned to the barbarians of Germany the by the 
countries of Gaul, which still acknowledged the^®‘^“®"'’ 
authority of his rival. A numerous swarm of 
Francs And Aimnanni wme;invited to cross the 


Bhine by prment^ aid ^ppw iw a i g a y iy . thedi op^ nf 
by a, perpetual grant (d* terri* 

tories ly abfaAS But 

the emperor, who for a temporary serv^ had 
thus imprudently provoked the rapacious spirit of 
the barbarians, soon discovered and lamented 
^ diflSci^^ of dismissing these formidable allies, 



and rebellion, these undisci plined robh erg treats 
as theirnatural enemies all the subjects of theem- 
pire, who possessed anyproperty which they were 
de^otn of scquhing. Forty-hve flourishu^ ci- 
ties, Tongres, Cologne, Treves, Worms, Sjdrps, 
S^twdmrg, &c. besides a far greater ei 

edition erf' his author ; whose seme may now be darkly 
petceiv(£&'^ t expected some additional light from the recent laboiu^ 
at the learnea ifonestus (Lipsis, 177^. 

4 The ra«yw of the Germans, and the distress of Gaul, may be 
conecled from Bataan himseJf. OraU ad s. p. «. Atben. p. 877. 
Amndan. xt, 11. lAaniaa, Oral. x. Zosimus, I. iii, p. 140. Ha- 
zomen, 1. iii, c. 1. 
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CHAP. 

XIX. 


THE liictiNE ANft FAtfc 


towns and villages, were pillaged, and for the 
most part reduced to ashes. The barbarians of 
Germany, still faithful to the maxims of their 
ancestors, abhorred the confinement of walls, to 
which they applied the odious names of prisons 
and sepulchres ; and fixing their independent ha- 
bitations on the banks of rivers, ffie" Rhine, the 
Moselle, and the Meuse, they secured themselves 
against the danger of a surprise, by a mid 
ba^' f^ificatifm^’df' lai^ 
l^^rad'tfTrown across the roads. The Alemahni 
were established in the modem countries of Al- 


sace and Lorraine; the Franks occupied the island 
of the Batavians, together with an extensive dis- 
trict of Brabant, which was then known by the 
appellation (rfTox^dria,' and may deserve to 

Gallic 


of the Rhine, the conquests of the Germans ex- 
tended above forty miles to the west of that river, 
over a country peopled by colonies of their own 


nnne'aeeiiMtobe 

Toxandri <rf’ Pliny, and very frequently occurs in the histi^iesof the 
middtd age. Toxandria was a country of woods and mcnasses, which 
extended from the neighbourhood of Tongres to the Cendux of the 
Vahal and the Rhine. See Vaiesius, X^otit. Gallialb^ ASS. .... 

■ The paradox of P. Danies, that the FtaiUS never obtidned 
any permanent settlement on this side of the Bhte b^ire the time 
of Clovis, is refuted with mu^ learning and good sex^ by M. Biet, 
who has proved, by a chain of evident^, th^ mtinterrupted pos- 
dea^oB of Toxandria one hundred aiU yems before the idtilis- 

Clovis. The dissertation of. M. was crowned t^'the 
Soisa^Mil to'the year ITSOv seems to have been jnittly 

preAnidd^ tlm discdurse of hia more celebrated coiqfietitor, the 
Abbe ieFtfi^ia‘imtiqiaBiaa, FboK name was hap)^y expressive of 
his talents. 
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■ame and naii(»'^ a&d ,tte scene of their de-C HAP. 
vRstations w^:^%e times noi^ :extensive than 
that of At ft still gi^ter distance 

the Qfi^4CM'iB; of Gaul were deserted, and the 
inh^^iifi^ of the fortified cities, who trusted to 
t| 0 #,Rlbei^th and vigilance, were ehliged to con- 
tent themselves with such supplies^ cmli as they. 

raise on the vacant land within the ir^l^ 
sam of their walls. The diminished legions, 
destitute of pay and provisions, of arms and dis- 
cipline, trembled at the approach, and even at 
the nan^ of the barbarians. 


es^pcs^eaced youth was appoin^ted to sa' 
govern' 



mi^Conduet o£ 
Julian. 

and to 


expresses it himself, to exhibit the vaw 
imperial greatness. The retired scholastic edu- 
cation of Julian, in which he had been more con- 
versant with books than with arms, with the 

left him in profound 


ment ; and when he awkwardly repeated sbnie 
military exercise which it was necessaiy for him 
to learn, he exclaimed with a sigh, “ O Plato, 
" Plato, what a task for a philosopher !” Yet even 
this speculative phUosqpby, which inen of busi- 
,1^ me too apt to despise, bad filled the miM of 
with the noblest precepts, and the most 
shi^li^examples ; had animated him with the 
love d^v&tue, the desire of fame, and the con 
tempt of deatii. The habits of temperance re- 
commended^m the schools, are still more essen- 
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CHAK^tial IR, tbe , severe discipline of a eanp.. The 

XI3£v' 


of nature regulated the measiu'e irf 
and sleep. Rejecting with dkdam the 
!S provided for his table, he satisfied his 
appetite with the coai^ and eoimnoiQ fare which 
was ^^otted to the meanest soldiers. Ijuring the 
rigour of a Gallic winter he never-saflered a fire 
in his bed-chamber } and after a. shm?t and inter<- 
ruptei^ slumber, he frequent]^ rose jp.t]|^ middle 

'natjaa^ tO THlf htS rOUsdS, 

or to steal a few moments for the prosecution of 
his favourite studies.* The precepts of eloquence; 
which he. had hitherto practised on fancied topics 
of declamation, were more usefully applied to 
excite .er to. foamms of an mtned 



mitiatly acquainted with the beauties of the Greek 
Jangui^, he had attained a competent know* 
ledge of the Latin tongue." I^ince Julian was 
not originally designed §ot tise character 
gildwtiaf it is probable that 

junsprudence of the Romaic had not et^faged 
any cm^iderabie share of his attentkm : Imt he 


* The private life of Julian in Gaul, .Ulft-finere discipline 
vrhich he embraced, are displayed by Ammianos btvj, $), who pro- 
fesses to praise, and by Julian himself, who afihcts to ridicule, (Mesoi' 
pogm, p. SdO) a conduct, which, in a }>r^^ <d' the house of Co^. 
ttai^e, inigk jpsti;^ excite the sniptase of nwoUnd. 

V AdMt Eathie |ooqp<e dUferei{ti n^bdens sermo. Ammiamu, 
xvi, A. Uat Js^siDi-edbaifediBte idHMfe of Greece, always con- 
sidered the hsupuve ^tte 9o|aauaa *a a foreign and popular dialect^ 
which he use on necesanyr occasions. 
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derived from stfvtdips an inflexible e a 

regard for tempered bj a disp(Bition to 

element^, tbe i^eral prin- 

and evidence, and the faculty of 
patiitt^%ves^ating the most intricate airf te- 
^igu3<{ae|ti0]» which cooid be proposed for his 
discussion, l^ie measures of policy, msd tiie <}pe« 
war, must submit to the various 
dmts of circumstance and character, and the un- 
practised student will often be perplexed in theap- 
piication of the most perfect theory. But in the 
aeqinKtiim^pf tim impflstant science, Julian was 
assisted by the aetl»feirigw#of hia iwafiBi^^ 

the wisdom and experience^^l^usl; 
an gffidsr* ef «aBle- jrho aa^ 
attachment for a prince so worthy of his imhd- ‘ 
ship : and whose incorruptible integrity was a- 
dorned by the talent of insinuating the harshest 
vcHindiog the deUcat^ of a royal 
>-• - 

Intunedbtlely^ after Jwliaif' «»* 

purple at Milsm, he was sent into Gaul, with 
feeble retinue of three hundred and sixty soldiers.** “• ^ 
At Vienna, where he passed a painfuland anxious 
winter, in the hands of those ministers to whmn 
CoBstanthis had eutrastied the dhccrimi of Mi 
cxapp^iet, tM Caesar was infeav^ of the st^anl 

' * W»ip|<j^Botant of the actual office of this exeeUent minister, 

whom ''afterwards created praefect of Gaul. Sallust was 

i^Ksdily reemstllqt the jealousy of the emperor; and we may stiH 
read a sensiblehllt pedantic discourse ft). 240-252), in which Julian 
deplores the loss valuable a friend, to whom he acknowled^ 
himself indebted for hU tqmtatbm. See La Bleterie, Preface i to 
Vie de Joviei^ .20. , 


SIS 


THgfffKCUNE AND NAM. 


CHAP, deliverffliceof Autun. That large and ancient 

XIX • ■ ^ 

' city, protected only by a ruined wall and pusil- 
lanimous garrison, was saved by the generous re- 
solution of a few veterans, who resumed their 
arms for the defence of their country. In his 
march from Autun, through the heart of the 
Gallic provinces, Julian emlnra(eA;ws& ardour 
the earliest opportunity of rignalizinghis courage. 
At the head of a small body of arcbens^midiieavy 
cavaky, be p^erred 

fwo^rt^s ; and som^imes eluding, 
and sometimes resisting, the attacks of the barba- 
rians, who were masters of the field, he arrived 
with honour and safety at the camp near Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to as- 
semble. .The a^iect, ^ youi^ |mnce re-7 
vi!a0d!iiK!: dA)^^R^spft{t of the saildiers^anil. they 

with a confidence which had almost proved fatal 
to them. The Alemanni, familiarized to the 
knowledge of the country, secretly collected their 
scattered forces, smd seizing the oppcH^aaity 4 ^ a 


on the rear-guard of the Romana Bdmo thr in- 
evitable diswder could be remediei^ two legions 
were destroyed ; and Julian was^tan^t by expe- 
rience, that caution and Tigihtt<^dat!a tfie most 
important lessons of the art of wdr. In a second 
and more successful action,l^-ii£ociveredand e«ta- 
ti|ghed his m^itary fmneij^as the agility m the 
bar^^tans saved th^ from the pursuit, his vic- 
tory was neither bloody nor decisive. He ad- 
vanced, however, to the banks of the Rhine, 
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. surveyed the ruins of Cologne, convinced himself chap. 
of the difficultias of the war, and retreated on the 
approach rf^wfiafea^i^tliscontented with the court, 
with hSf?di^^%nd with his own success.^ The 
poiF^Wfhe enemy was yet unbroken ; and the 
OsE^rhadno sooner separatedhistroops,and fixed 
his own quarters at Sens, in the centre of Caul, 
than he was surrounded and besieged by a nume* 

Tous host of Germans. Reduced in this extremity 
to the resources of his own mind, he displayed a 
prudent intrepidity, which compensated for all the 
defidencifesof the place and garrison ; and the bar- 
barians, at the end df t hi r ty" day 
tirretfii^ivith disappointed rage. 

The consdons-ftride .of. Julian, in- Hi.«i second 

debted only to his sword for this signal deliver-*™*’^’ 
ance, was embittered by the reflection, that he 
was abandoned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted 
' i&ose who were bound to assist 
..fidelity. Mar- 


terpreting too strictly the J^^oua ocderif of- ^e 
court, beheld with supine indifference the distress 
of Julian, and had restrained the troops under 
his command from marching to the relief of Sens. 
If the Caesar had dissemUedin siiocce sodangra-- 
ittte insult, his person and aaUtorit3rwoi4d have 
bi^^^wsed to the contempt of the w<»ld ; and 
if so criminal had been suffered to pass 

’f 2, 3) appears much better satisfied whh the 

■uecen of this in^^iOQa^aign than Julian himself ; who very fairfy 
owns that be did noMig of consequence, and that he ded befture Um 
enemy* , \ 




T»S MCLINB AKB VAiii. 


CHAP, with iuipunitj, the emperor would have confirmed . 

the suspicions, which received a veiy specious co- 
'~*~*~* lour from his past conduct towards the princes of 
the Flavian fmnily. Marcellas was recalled, and 
gently dismissed from his office.* In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry ; 
an experienced soldier, of approved "isEHirage and 
fidelity, who could advise witfi respect, and exe- 
cute with zeal ; and who sitbmit^^ ^it|put re- 

^ii^tifeinherest of hie patroness Eusebia, at length 
obtained over the armies of Gaul.* A very judi- 
cious plan of operations w as adopted for the ap- 
proaching campaign. .Julian himself, at the head 
of the remains of the veteran bands, and of some 
new levie# which he had been permitted to form. 



tifications of Saverne, in ain advantageous post, 
which would either check the incursions, or in- 
tercept the retreat, of the enemy. At the same 
time Barbatk), general of the infantry, 
fianyfr liilati an army of thirty thoustiMilli^ 

and passing the mountains, prqmred to ttifclw a 
brfdi^ over the Rhine, in the neighbourhoiod cf 
Basil. It was reasonable to expect tihit the Ale- 
manni, pressed on either side by ihe Romain aims, 

* Amnuan, xvi, 7. Libmius q)CBfc< wUier more advantampi^ 

eftte military talentx of ftlaiteDua^ x, p. 278. And iwm 

&Aniatei, that lie troold cot bave bm ao easily recalled, uiSte 
AiSViijtWftenierrrmiditeefda^weteWeeourt, p. 87S. 

* Seectii% notf diseom, sen urogans, sed longa militis frugaU' 
tatc emiijieilhw ; et eura recta prseuntem secutums, nt doctm^iW 
morigerus miles. Ammian. xti, 1 1. Zosimus, 1. iii, p. 140. 


/r 
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_ would be soon forc«i to evacuate tiie provinces of ch as. 

- Gaul, and to basteb to the defence of their native 
country. of the campaign were de> 

feated by liiii^ii^acity,or the envy, m'tfae secret 
instni^i(Wi^^«^ Barbatio, who acted as if he had 
been ttte ^emy of the Caesar, and the secret ally 
of the barbarians. The negligence witih whhdi he 
permitted a troop of pillagers freely to pass, and to 
return almost before the gatesof his camp, may be 
imputed to his want of abilities ; but the treason- 
able act of burning a number of boats, and a su- 
pei^ooa atQ^ of jR-ovisions, which would have 
been of the most esseir^d^-aer vi e o tojthei aiiny ^ 

GttU^ evidence of his hostile and.eriminal 

intentions. 

appeared destitute either of power or of inclina- 
tion to offend them ; and the ignominious retreat 
of Barbatio deprived Julian of the expected sup- 
{HMt;, «ad4^t him to extrkrate himself from a 
luiiih^BiMMiaMli^^ could neither re- 

imto wkh ^e^, new 

As soon as thw were delivea^dirom fte of 

of invasion, the Alemanni prepared to chastise the burg, 
Roman youth, who presumed to dispute the 
session of that country, which they claimed as 
their own by the r^ht c^ conquest mad of ta%atfes. 
Iligtvempioyed three days, and as many nights, 

-in tth^iorting over the Rhine their military 
powei^i^J^ fierce Chnodomar, shaking the 

* Ol» the api fiulure of the co.op*ration between Juiian 

and BaAatia, see Aaoicaue (xri, 11), and Libanius, Orat. x, 
t- S73. - . 
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CHAP, ponderous javelin, which he had victoriously 
wielded against the brother of Magnentius, led’ 
the van of the barbarians, and moderated by his 
experience the martial ardour which his example 
inspired.® He was followed by six other kings, 
by ten princes of regal extraction, by a long train 
of high-spirited nobles, and 1^ thirty-five thou- 
sand of the bravest warriors of the tribes of Ger- 
many. The confidence derived from the view of 
th^ own strength, w^ . in(»«a^ Ify the -h^l- 
.di§^E^ which they received from a deserter, that 
the Caesar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou- 
sand men occupied a post about one-and-twenty 
miles from their camp of Strasburg. With this 
inadequate force, Julian resolved to seek and tq 
encounter the barbarian host ; and the chance of 

to the tedious and 

dispersed parties of the Alemanni. The Romans . 
marched in close order, and in two columns, the 
cavalry on the right, the infantry on the left ; 
and the day was so far spent when they .^peared , 
iaa%ht of the enemy, that Julian was desirous of 
deferring the battle till the next morningy^amlpf 
allowing his troops to recruit their e^^ust^ 
strength by thenecessary refreshmmitsof sle^ and 

food. Yielding, however, with sonM reluctance 

» 

• Ammiamis (xvi, 18) describes. ; with his inBated eloquen^ Uie 
. igore and character of Cbnodoraari^^toBax et fidens ingentfWBdra 
laeertoitim, ubi ardor prcelU sp^adSktor hmnanis, equo spetBumte, 
aiAiiiiiuor, ercettt hyaculiun fmoidaodee vastitatis, Smormuqtia 
Bitme CMH^cuus: i^tea atrenuus et miles, et utUis prseter cs* 
teros doe^. . . . : . Dicentium Caesarem supcravit k^uo BUUte 
congressus. 
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to the clamours and even to the chap, 

opinion of his ©oracil, he exhorts them to jus- 
tify hy imp^aace, which," 

in case^^§l|^|PlN^ would be univers^y branded 
withbtilri^^^bets^of rashness and presuix^tion. 

s«^ded, the ^o^taiy shout was 
hem'd^through the field, and the-twaaixaiis rush- 
efi^wit^^eqii^ ihry to the charge. The 
who cmiducted in person his right wing, depen<fed 
on the dexterity of his archers, and the weight of 
his cuirassiers. But his ranks were instantly bro- 
ken by ^ jrreguhtr mixture of light-horse and of 

behfpif^yiig the flight of six hundred of his most 
renowned cuira^iem.^ Hmfag^vea j i ^ ii Bgi iStop- 
ped and rallied by the presence and auftority of 
Julian, who, careless of his own safety, threw 
himself before them, and urging every motive of 
sbmi^ and^honpur, led them . back against the 

Imps -infimtiy. was Tjjte 

Glermans possessed the superitnity^^ate^fg^ia^ 
stature, the Romans that of discipline and tem- 
per ; and as the barbarians, who served undei* 
the standard of the empire, united the respective 
advantages of both parties, their strenucnis e&rte, 
by a skilful leader, at length determmed 
t^^^^^t of the day. The Rom^s lout four 
trSbnitte^ and two hundred and forty-tbr^ sol- 
yi: 

* After the iattUe, Julian ventured to revive the rigour of ancient 
dlseiidine, bjr wyofing these fugitives in female apparei to the deri- 
sion of the whole ean^ In the next campaign, these troops DoUf 
retrieved their honour. Zesiiaus, h iii, p. 14;^. 



88# 


THE BBELIJTE AND tkUj 


CHAP, diers, in thfe memorable battle of Strasburg, sfl 
glorious to the Caesar,' and so salutary te* the 
afflicted provinces of Gaul. Six thousand of the 
Alemanni were slain in the field, without includ- 
ing those who were drowned ia the Rhine, or 
transfixed with darts whilst they attempted to 
swim across the river.^ Chnodomar;|Uaith^.fP0 
surrounded and taken prisoner, with three of Hii 


brave companimls, who baved^oted^^mselves 


the council of h^p officers ; and expressing a ge- 
nerous pity for the fallen state, dissembled his in- 
ward contempt for the abject humiliation of his 
captive. Instead of exhibiting the vanquished 


king of^e Alentanj^ as a 


f^ectacle td 
the feet 



Chnodomar experienced an honourable treat- 
ment, but the impatient barbarian could not long 


* Julian himself (ad s. p. q. Athen. p. 279) speaKs of the batUe 
•T-SaMhUIr ijio' lmdcity of eonacihuB tnerit ; i-** 

BwAta,, frit ^ us pfutf afimiTt n naunt fuix^ Zosimus compares U 
with the victory of Alexander over Darius ; and yet we are at a loss 
to discover any of those strokes Of military gehUiS which fix the at- 
tention of a^ on the conduct and success of a sid|^ day. . 

' Ammianus, xvi, 12. labanius adds 2000 iq<as number 

•f the slain (Orat x, p. 274). But these trifiing fifilRrftees disap- 
pear before the 60,000 barbarians, whom Zeeimns Baa san-iliced to 
Itn glory of his hero (1. ii, p. 141). We m^t attribute this 

number to the carelessness of transcribers, if this ora;^^^ 
Plpurtiat hittsrian had not swelled the ans^ of 6,000 Alenhfifei to 
aWBdl^hanAte nanlUlude 't^ barbarians, wXsfd' 

It is o^ hid) if 'fb»4ctecU6n does not inspire os with proper- 

distrust oBriSUlar ocCarians. 


sr 
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Survive 
exile.® 
After 
tlie pi 



Ml j6nhr. 
XnL 


rOlB Julian sub* 

^he Upper Rhiae,-he turned hisp^*® 
annaf^SgfilSiifiV'the Franks, wlio were seated nearer a. d. sas. 
to tfae'iddeen iai''%be eon6nea.«f Gaul and Ger- 
many ; and who, from their hamb^n^'-'afKl still 
mor^pem intrepid valour, faa^ewefsibeiite 
^Ifeeined the most formidable of the Barba- 
rians.'" Although they were strongly actuated 
by the allurements of rapine, they professed a dis- 
iaterestedlove of war, which t|wy considered as 
the siqurfetne h rihllltr Hrtd fnllditphftfi^ nafwrr ; 

the Rvely expression of an orator; the shows of 
winter were as pleasant to them as the flowers 
of spring. In the month of December, which 
ftdlowed l&e Rattle of Strasbuig, Julian attacked 

thropwn 



inflexible constancy, a siege of fifty-four days ; 
till at length exhausted by hunger, mid satisfied 
that the vigilance of the enemy in Ineakhig the 
ice of the river, left tiiem no hc^eaef eacijih, 

Mifttaiu). svi, 18. LilMiiiiu,'drW> fTa 
liiM (Orat. iii, p. IST) dnvs > vtfx 
Tnnnnij^tf Franks. 

‘ A mia^pa, xvii, 8. Libanius, (Eat. z, p. StS. Creeic 
Wstnr, brWpAlpUlendlng a passage ot Julian, has been induced to 
<qnesent as consisting of a thousand men ; and as his head 

was alvays fhlf Peloponnesian war, be compares them to tils 
LacedaPonians, .wHH woe besieged and taken in the ialipt: bf 
Sphacteria. ' 

VOL. III. a. 





T«B MTCtlKE AITD FAtl. 


CHAP. Franks consented,' for the first time, to dispense 
with thnancient law, which commanded them to 
conquer or to die. The Caesar immediately sent 
Jhia captives to the court of Constantins, who ac- 
cepting them as a valuable pre^ift,^ rejoiced in 
the opportunity of adding so many heroes to the 
choicest troops of his domestic ob- 

stinate resistance of Ihis haiutfid of Franks, ap- 
pri^ Julian^ctf the 

the. of- the nation. ' His rapid'dil!- 

gence surprised and astonished the active bar- 
barians. Ordering his soldiers to provide them- 
selves with biscuit for twenty days, he suddenly 
pitched his camp near Tongres, while the enemy 
still supposed himin his winter Paris, 

Aqiutaiii. ' .WlOibnt 

or to ddiberate, he skiHiilly spread his legions 
from Col<^e to the ocean ; and by the terror, 
as well as by the success, of his arms, soon 
reduced the suppliant tribes to implore the cle- 
to the commands, of their con- 
queror; The Chamavians submissively retired to 
their foUner h^tations beyond the fihiii^fclnit 
the Salians were permitted to possesei|lii^4iilir 
establishment of Toxandria, as and 

- ^ , w'v * 

’ ■ ‘ ♦ j" 

* Juliub ad I. r. At!^ p. 880. Orat. x, p. f||. 

a seg r jtt ng M the expmdon of LibaDtu^iate emperor It/ga mf t/kf Ct, 
fOrt^^Bletaie p. 118) asaatoest- 

conftimhit'iad Valai^ia 04 Aimpiaa. xrH, 8) as a mean evasion 
of the trtidi.. Dam,-B(ni 9 i^ (matddens de France, tom. 1, p. 73^, 
by substitiith^ another word, mfun, would suppress both the dUt* 
cttlty and the spirit of this passage. 
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OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 

auxiliaries of ^pire.‘ The treaty chap. 

was ratified by itolenm paths ; perpetual in- 
spectora to reside among the 

Franh^i^^w authority of enforcing the strict 
«bSi^A^pi^^ the conditions. An incident is re 
latedfhiteresting enough in itself, and by no meahs 
repugnant to the character of Julian^ %hoinge- 
jni<«|^cf<8itfiFedboth the{d^.andthecatastro^e 
of the tragedy. When the ’Chamavians sued 
for peace, he required the Ison of their king, as 
the only hostage in whom he could rely, A 
mournfio^ence, interrupted by tears and groans, 
declared the ; 

a^t^vtheo’ aged chief lamented in pathetic lan- 
guage; tbistliisi^riyate Jim «p^^M^tered 

i)y a sense of the public calamity. While the 
Chamavians lay prostrate at the foot of his throne, 
the royal captive, whom they believed to have 
been jslaiiv unexpectedly appeared, before their 

tilimil t of jpywas hushed 

in the following terms : “ Behold the 
prince, whom you wept. You had lost him 
« by your fault. God and the Romans have 
“ restored him to you. ' I shall still preserve and 
educate the youth, rather as a monimmnt of 
own virtue, than as a pledge of ycwr ^n- 
**: -d^y. Should you presume to violate the 

' Amiufa^*- a Zosimus, 1. Ui, p. 146-lSO, (his narrative 
is darkened a mixture of fable) ; and Julian, ad s. r. «. Athen. 

p. SSa His expiaisIOB, mnititi/ttir far fte/(xt r» SaXiM thw, 
in tfnXrtrm. This jnshtenee of treatment conbrms the opinion, that 
the Salian Franks wn« pmnitttd to retain the settlements ia 
andria. 

Q 2 
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THB BfCLINB AN&'tiBfci. 


CHAP." faith t^hkh you have sworn, the aiinti’ 6f the 
" reptthfic will avenge the perfidy, not on the 
“ innocent, but on the guilty.” The barbarians 
withdrew from his presence, impressed with tte 
warmest sentiments of gratitude and admira^ 
tion.™ 

"o*' enough/or Julian hNM^^^divered 
^tions the provinces of^gtal from the barbarians of 

beyond the ^ __ 

Rhine,A.a.i3rennaay. 

taries of the Gallic war." Caesar has related, 
with conscious pride, the manner in which he 
twice passed the Rhine. Julian could boast, that 
before he assumed the title of Augustus, he had 
carried the Roihm eaglw byond ths^isfeat rivef 


Makes 
three ex 



einulme theMi^ of the 



fimoflbe'i 

encouraged him to the first attomi)t ; and the 
reluctance of the troops soon yielded to the 
persuasive eloquence of a leader, who shared the 
fatigues and dangers which he imposed on the 
mduteti of (be soldiers. The vUlages on either 


" intererth^. stoiy, wfakh Zosimus has ahrigded, is related 
by Bunapliis Cm excerpt. Legationum, p. IS, 16, 1?), aU the 
amplifications of Grecian rhetoric ; but the sil^ea of 

Ammianus, and of Julian himself, renders theU^iUt'^il’^tremely 
suspicious. 

“ Libanius, the friend of JoKan, cleelf bnbniates (Orat. is, 
P* 1^8) that his hem had conqxneill. the hiMO^ of his GaUic cam . 

ZoOmua (L Ui, J4S>; aaeaft to have derived tte fa- 
frau tM. Orations the Epistles of Jtehui. 

''* !*'^ * ia aiWrem e d Is the Athenians rontaim an aecu- 
Tate,tha«l|h geai(ial; aeamn of tbs wnr against the Germans. 

• SeeAmmlah. Kvit, 1-10; xviii, 8 ; and Zosim- 1. iii, p. 144. 

Julian, ad s. r. a. Athen. p. 880. 

T7 



OF THIS EAIPIBE. 

side of the plentifully storod CHAP 

with com apd felt <tlse-i^Ti!ges of an- in- 

VMUig bpui^, constructed 

with ii^id^w^tion of Roman elegance, were 
the #mnes ; and the Caesar boldly 
adrli^i'Ab^ ^ hlileBi llRl h^ was 

stOjqie^^by a dark and impenelia^e foi#^?^der- 
np^-^Sathterraneous passages,whiphthif^^- 
edi with secret snares and ambush, every step of 
the assailant. The ground was already covered 
with snow ; and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
castie which bad be^ erected by Trajan, granted 
a truce of )m- 


vnc 


:4J tbe j^piratioQ of the tr^oe, Julian 

t : •* jikkiL.--.. 


to humble tbe pride of Stirmar and lloA^re, two 
of the kings of the Alemanni, who had been pre- 
sent at the battle of Strasburg. They promised 


ture^^all the Roman captiveswbo yet remain- 

procured an ex- 
act aooniKt, from Itocitira wul 
of the inhabitants whom they had Iok,he detdCUd 
every attempt to deceive him with a degree of 
readiness and accuracy, which almost established 
|he belief of his supernatural knowledge. EUs 
third expedition mas still UKue sfdc^Mid aud hu- 
,pintiHatthanthetwof<nTaar. The!6emmiNshod 
■ci^ife|itPd their military powmrst'and aioag 
the ^ll^te banks of the river, with a design of 
destrdy|||,tbe bridge, and of preventing the pas- 
sage of tte Romans. But this judicious plan of 
defence was disconcerted by a skilful diversioii. 
Three hundred light armed and active sokhars 


Q S 


r 



S3P TttB fifiCLlNE AND PAth 

CHAP. ’Rrefe detached in forty small boats, to fall d<Wtf 
the stream in silence, and to land at some distance 
from the posts of the enemy* They exanited 
their orders with so much boldness and celerity, 
that they had almost surprised thebarbarian chiefs, 
who returned in the fearless confidence of intoxi- 
cation from one of their nflctariiA«f||tiTals. 
Without repeating the uniform and disgusting 
tale of slaughter and deyastation,it is sufficient to 
observe, that 

of peatt to she m the haughtiest of kings of the 
Alemanni, throe of whom were permitted to view 
the severe discipline and* martial pomp of a Ro- 
man camp. Followed by twenty thousand cap- 
tives, whom he had rescued from the chains of 
the barbarians, the jCaesar tepassed^e Rhine, 
aft^.teniunating 'a.wor, Che succcssm^hich has 
been compared 
and Cimbric victories. 

Jestwes gQQQ gg valoxir and conduct of Julian 

the cities 

or Gaul, had secured an interval of peace, he applied him- 
self to a work more congenial to his humane and 
philosOjiffiic temper. The cities of Gaiii, 
had sufiered from the inroads of the baihmianS, 
he diligently repaired; and seven important posts, 
between Men tz and the mouth of the.Rhine, are 

'Si- ' ' 

particularly mentioned, as having beem rebuilt 
and fortified by the order of Julian.^ The van- 

^ ^ r ABnnJan, jtviil, S. Libanjus. f. 879, 880. Ot mu 

’■tfiililwsiib four are A {mseat tosnis of some consequence ; Bln- 
gait Burnt ata Nujnie. The other three, Triee^ma!, 

Oua^rlbali^iM^ mi CAUm_ UoaHa, or Ueraclea, no longer sub- 
mit I but Ihen^ii room to belieTe, that, on the ground of Quan-i* 

burgium. 


OF THE BOWMAN .EMPIBB. 2Sfl 

qmshed Genna^ bod $id»uitted to the just but chap. 
humiliating cqadUion of preparing and convey- 
ing the j|i^^;8i^^.||gAterials. The active zeal of" 
Juliaa^i gyi tei jH’osecutioB of Ihe work ; and 
sjurit which he had diffused among 
j^3^ro!(^,th^th&auxiIku^ riii^sel waving 
tlieir exemption from any duties ofj^»t%nje«, con- 
tended in rim. most servile labours with thie ddi- 
rgence of the Roman soldiers. It was incumbent 
on the Caesar to provide for the subsistence, as 
well as for the safety, of the inhabitants and of 
the garr^pL The desertion of the former, and 
the mutmy (d‘the.lBtt(^;,J|u«t have been thefatal 
.fBd?ucvitable consequence^o1f%mnmr The 
filial uC^tbe proidnces fdjQunl lut4,;^n inter- 
rupted by the calamities of war ; but scanty 
harvests of the continent were supplied, by his pa- 
ternal care,, from the plenty of the adjacent island. 

Six hundred large barks, framed in the forest of 

voyages to the. coast 

of Bririan ; 


com, sailed up riie .Rhine, and 
cargoes to the several towns ahd fortress along 
the banks of the river.'* The arms of Julian had 

burgium, the Dutch have constructed the fort of Schenk, a name 
so oShnsive to the fastidisas' dcBcat^ of BonM<>> <aan7^Anrilte 
ti^l^^de I’Ancienne Caule, .Beitati, ^pitce And the 

credit Julian himself. Onrti dd'A ^ ~ AUlUlden- 

Sem, who gives a very particular ae^nt of the transactioD. 

Zoshnittii^ two hundred vessels more, 1. Hi, p. 14S. If we com- 
pute the 600 com ships of Julian at only seventy tons each, they were 
oqiable of deporting 180,000 quarters tsee Arbuthnot’s Weights and 
measures, p. 837); and the country which could bear so large an 
exportation most hUeac^ have attained an improved state of agA- 
culturei 

Q 4i 



pA.'V Ml 






CH^AP. rest(^eda^!i^i|l4 secure navigatioa, whjch Con- 
^ eH^ed to purdiase at the es|)eiu% of 

his tfg^r,and of a tributary presentof two t^p. 
SMdpoumls of silvia% The emperor parstoia- 
^kisly refused to his ^Idien the.swjs which be 
granted with a lavish and trending hand to the 
barbarians. The dexterity, as wift m ^ firm- 
ness of Julian, was put to a sevm«hri»h ^ 
took the field with^4 diacontented Wiy, which 


civil ad. 
mini-^tra. 
tion of 
Julian. 



j kif jgS V;; rir-' 

aonaibin/ 

A tender regard for the peace and happiness of 
his subjects, was the ruling principle which di- 
rected, or seemed to direct, the administration 
of Julian.” He devoted the ieemre of hut winter^ 



fim he took -tfae ifield, be devolved on the pro- 
idncial governors most of the public and private 
causes which had been referred to his tribunal ; . 

cairefuJly revised tfaw pror 
neei^^ dnt^ated’ the rigwM- of the law, mid 
pronounced a second judgment on the juci^ 
^emselves. Superior to the last ti»Tnj^^»fc . n |^ 
wrtuous ndnds, an indiscreet and inhWIiMSi^te 
zeal for justice, he restrained, with calmness and 
the vyarmth of an a^voi^te who prose* 




Ot.l 


abinminns in P«Mg7r. Vet. 


»i, A 


OV THE BOAMiSr EUEIRe. 2*5* 

^ * 

CQted, for extortwp^:^ of the Nar- chat. 

bonnese proirhk^ “ Who wffl ever be found 
« guilty/ ve6en««t DeljMdius, 

if it bf deny ?” ** and who,” replied 

Julinri^. K'^l'erer be innocent^ if it be so&Knt 
“ l^.ttSm?” In iiie gena^'adB>iBi8trati<» of 
p^ie and nrar, the intauBt 'm. the «» i e et % n b 
^ that dT hk peofde; but 
^Mstantius would have thought himself d«pty 
injured, if the virtues of Julian had defrauded 
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted 
freift^ i^p BMBedMdexhausted country. ^ The 
piiiii < of • 

ruf||i^|l$s|;ii^isQinetu^ to coirect the 

rtyacjaan^hBwItaec of dunlirfertar- agent*'; to ex* 
pose tlicir corrupt arts, and to introduce an etpial 
and ea^er mode of collection. But the manage- 
ment of the finances was more safely entrusted to 
Fjlormit^ pmetoiian {nraefect of Gaul, an, effe- 

decent and gentle <qij|t06ttnii, while 
was rather indfaed to censure the weakness of his 
own behaviour. The Caesar had r^ected with 
;^orrmice a man<kte for the levy of an extras 
rndmary tax ; a whhii^ p 

%^j|Ri^offeied for his sigm^utts ; a&d^Mf^^ 
the public misery, 

to justify his refusal, offended the 
court drO^^antius. We may enjoy the plea- 
aareof reai^^^the sentiments of Julian, as he ex- 
presses them iri^ warmth and freedom in a lettor 
to one fd* his miftsl intimate friends. After sta^g 



^ S34i TttB imCUNS 

CHAP, his own /conduct, he proceeds in the; foUotring 
terms .: /* Was it possible for the disciple of Plato * 
** and Aristotle to act otherwise thad 
“ done ? Could I abandon the unhappy sul^iks 
entrusted td iny cdre ?: Was I not called uj^n' 
" to defend them from the repeated injuries of 
“ these unfeeliner robbers ?<. A . who de- 
“ serts his post is punished, mtll,, death, and ofe- 
“ prived of the of tnrial.. . Wipi what 

“ far more sacred and far more important ? God 
“ has placed me in this elevated post ; his pro- 
“ vidence will guard and suppwt me. Should I 
“ be condemned to suffer, I shall derive comfort 


from the testimony . of w.pure and/^^j^^bteon 





“ to send me a successor, I shail submit withont 
“ reluctance ; and had mucli rather improve the 
“ short opportunity of doing good, than enjoy a 
“ long and lasting impunity of ey^”V^ .The 
piecaa4^«aid'^pe»dent sitAUditm < ^ 
played his trirCues and concealed hisd<^iadlt^ 
young hero, who supported, m the.^one 
of Constantius, was not permitted.^^£fform the 
vices of the government ; but hed^^^wrage to 
alleviate or to pity the distrew /rf, the people. 
Unless he had been able to .revive the martial 


iW, edit, Spanheiob Sueh 
it tlie vtteabuli of Mamertinus. Ita Slli an* 

Bt t^ Mrbunw domitet, aut dvlbns jura reeti* 

tuat ; petpetimm pnfeasue, aut contra bostem, ant coatra &ia> 
eeitamen. 



OP THE ItOMAK EMPIllB. 235^ 

, S^^lrit of the Roix^i^''^tOritttaroduce the arts of chap. 
industry and r^Kment amoi^ their savage ene- 
mies, he cOK^ n# any rational hopes ''*'””** 

of seeuria^^^hblic' tranquillity, either by the 
peqa%N:dn^ucst of Gcrnuuiy. Y et the victories 
of^ijian suspended, for a short timey the inroads 
of the barbarians, and dday^ the ruin' of the 
^tera empire. ' > •, 

tis salutary influence restored the cities ofuescrip. 
Gaul, which had been so long exposed to the evils p™isf 
of civil discord, barbarian war, and domestic 
tyrsi|gp; ^irit of industry was revived 

with^e hopeWft^ynieirteSs^sA^^ 
nv(^^l^b^uud.cotninerce, again flourished under 
the dmt 

corporations, were again filled with usefel and 
respectable members : the youth were no longer 
apprehensive of marriage ; and married persons 
wg pa^ajgjq pger apprehensive of posterity ; the 

celebrated with 

custosnai^ pomp ; 'find the fr^qaent aiid secure 
intercourse of the provinces displayed theiifna^ 
of national prosperity." A mind like that of 
Julian, must have felt the general happiness of 
which he was the author ; but he viewed, with 
peculiar satisfaction and complacency, thedity of 
^the seat of his winter residence, and the . 
ol^TOl^enofhis partial affection.* Hbat ^lca^ 

t> Parental, in Imp. Julian, g. 3S, in Fabricius 

Blbliothec. Hmt^Vaa. vii, p. 263, 264. 

* See Julian, in gfigopogon. p. 340,341. The primitive state of 
Paris Is illustrated Iqr Henry Valesius (ad Ammian. xi, 4), his 
^rothpr H^ian VdeSns, nr ds Valois, and M. d'Anviile (in Uirir 

respettitW 





S56 TjBP WtCLiNE AJrti irjMyu 

CHAP, did capkal» which now embraces an 

an either side oS the Sdne, was orij 
confoed to the small island in the midst 
mer, from whence thse inhabitants derii^^a 
supply of fwre and salubrimis water. The mer 
bathed the foot of the walls ; and the town liv^as 
accessible only by two wooden bsi^es. A 
overspread the northern side o^the Seine ; buf^ 
tfae s^ j^^tbe 

ho B i P n^ jiaad* adoirtgd w^' a pal^lfod ^'phi>- 
theatre, baths, an aqueduct, and a field of Mars 
for the exercise of the Roman troops. The se- 
verity of the climate was tempered by thejicigh- 
bourhood of the ocean ; and with some precam* 
tkms, which exj^nenpe had tanght^^e vine and 
w^’^bfleMfohyo^vate^ 'But, in re- 
nMhduri&ie ; 

and the huge pieces of ic;e that floated down the 
stream, might be compared, by an Asiatic, to thei 
blocks of white maible which were extracted fircia 
the quarries of Phrygia. The licentiousness 

Aatioch, recalled to the memory 
c£ Jidmn the setete and simple manners his 
indoved Lntetia,’ where the mnusraoei^^ the I 
theatre were -unknown or 
nantly contrasted the efiimnnate’^^^pil^pwith th@' 
brave and honest ^phchy^tf ti^0^s, andi4- 

m^BcUre Hotitiag of.^oei^ •jSiM ds Longif^^Be. 

, •nisUon de la France, tora. I, Bonamy (m ^Mem. 

656-691). 

-f * Misopogon. p. SIR. Leucetia, 

or cT the city rrbi^i, ancordnis to 

the Ihahioa of the lottrth century, assumed the territorial t^pellatitm 
of jParitii. 
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forgave 


which was the 


only stain of^g^ Celtic, charato.* If Julian 
‘^‘***‘* of Malice, he might ' 


conyer 

of’i 


I of Science and^nius, cajrahle 
pandpf instructing a disciple of 

grace- 


ffollies of a nation, whos^^ 

pe»l 

Slie must applaud the perfection of that inesti- 
mable art, which softens and refines and embel- 
fishei^the intercourse of social life. 





. 237* 

CHAP. 

XIX 


use 


N 


THE DECLIXE AND FALl. 


CUAP. XX. 




2he moSces, progress, and ^ects of the contusion 
of Constantine. — Legal estab^hmxnt conslMu~ 

. tion of the Chrisliart or Catki^^ C&tSl^f*r & 


CHAP. 

XX. 



f !■» 

'X ttE '" 

as ^onc of ’those import-, 
ant and domestic revolutions which excite the 
most lively curiosity, and afford the most valuable 
instruction. The victories and the civil policy of 
Constantine no longer influence ^e state of 

* the globe 



siastical institutionsof his reign are still connected, 

by an indissoluble chain, with the opinions, the 
passions, and the interests of the present genera- 
tion. ... 

Date «f the In the consideration of a subject which may be 
conversion g^amincdwith impartiality, but cannot be viewed 

with indifference, a difficulty imme^^ly ajdses ? 
of a very unexpected nature ; thj^^^^^Mming 
the real and precise date of the conv^®n of Coh- 
stantine* The eloquent Liactautius, in the 
of his court, seems impatient* to proclaim 

•-t^caatenf Uw IKviae Instlti^oii* Of Lactantius ac* 

cunt^ iihCBased, «Hfflcultie» have been started, soluthms proposed, 
and an expdffient hni^ined, iS^two original editions ; the fonnerpo^ 
lished during the persecution of Diocletian, the tetter under thM of 


of Con- 
stantine. 


, D. 306. 


-N 


OP THE BOBIAK KMPISE. 239^ 

. mi-M the glorioiis^eiAple of the sovereign of chap. 
Gaul ; who, in the first moments of his reign, ac- ^ 
kno\Vled ^4F.m ^ jftto~^ the majesty of the true " 
and ''The learned Eusebius has a- 

scr^pF|^^h of ^i^tentine to the miraculous 
si^^^y^hic^was^di^lfljrM in ^^^Epyens whilsthe 
meditated and prepared the Italian, esq^Pdttion.*^ *• 3^*’* 
historitib Zosimus maliciously asserts, that^e 
^^^eror had embrued his hands in the blood of 
his eWest son, before he publicly renounced the 
gods of Rome and of his ancestors.* The per-,.D. 3 je. 
plexi^ prodni^ by these discordant authorities, 
is derived from the 

seh^^ JicG^da^ to tb^ strictness of eccl^iastical 

langiiage, 'the first ofthe «t« 

unworthy of that name, till the moment of hw 
death; since it was only during his last illness a. d. ssr. 
that he received, as a catechumen, the imposition 



^ Mem. Ecdfc 

Blast. 

p. 78.^ ««rn part, lam ahusicianaiesSttiittattmaia 

dedicated bis InstitotiMis to tbe soTereign of Caul, at 
Galerius, Maximin, and even Licinius, persecuted tbe Christians* 
that is, between tbe years 306 and 311. 


‘ Lactant. Divin. Institut. i, 1 ; vii, 27. The first and most jm. 
portant of these passages is indeed wanting in tvrenty.eight menu* 
scripts : but it is found in nbaeteen. If we weigh tbe coinpmi^vtt 
indi^,pt, those manuscripts, OM of 900 years oU, la the king of 
FranilMpprary, may be alleged in its fitvodrt bat tbe p«— g. }a 
omitteAVi,^ correct manuscript of Bologna. sUii^ Uic P. dc' 
]Mlontibiieeit;i|||Hbes to the sixth or seventh cratury (IBiUitim 
Italic, p. 40^ j The taste of most of the editors (except Isaeus, 
see Lactant. eiiit. Dafresnoy, tom. i, p. £96) baa felt the genuine 
style of Lactantius^ 

• Eus*. In Vit. Cateta|U.L i, c. 27-32. 

5 Zosimus, 1. ii, p. 104, 




CHAP. 

XX. 


TBS ffiKClINB Aim FAU. 

of Iiaildi^* '^d was afterwards admitted, by the 
initiatory rites of baptism, into the number of 
the faithful.'^ The Christianity of Cons^ll^e 
iBust be allowed ft bIMi more vague aalbA- 
Bfiedsense; andtW^esta(x;mnKy is require in 
tracing the slow and almost in^erce^jUe grada- 
tions by which themfODa|ci|4eeiti^p(ill^l^ibe 
protector and at iefigth iho^jarpselytc, of the 
church,. It waaiiitii^oiis the 



derstand that the truth of his revelation was in- 
compatible w ith the worship of the gods. The 
obstacles which he had probably experienced in 
his own mind, instructed him to proceed with 

t a aational 

^Ith 



* That rite was ohea^s used ia making a catechumen (see .Bing. 
ham's Antiquities, I. x, c. 1, p. 419. Dom. Cbardon, Hist. d«» 
Sacremens, tom. i, p. 6t)i and Constantine received it for the jirtt 
J f eaiP tMi t. 1. ir, c. 61> immedlatelf beftxc'his ■ 
dad death. Frutt the cesmoctlan of these tvo facts, yilftiius 
EiiseU) has drawn the conclusion wWch is reluctantl; ad- 
itoitttdh^'naeinodt.tHist. des BmperCurs, tom. lv,'p. 688), Wd 
. opposed with feeble arguments by Mosheim (p. 96^:*^ ' 

' Euseb. in Vit. Constant, j. iT,.c. 61, 

Constantihe'e baptism at Rome, thirteen 

invented in the eighth century, aaa.proper hie d Simi wi r . 

Such has been the gradual pcognte that m st^ of 

.j.,i*Rieli- (^dinal Beronius (Anixt)^..|StW^|p^ *■ ®* 

•<^..4B-49) declared himself the unMtisIWytf aiirocatc. Is 

■■ilMled, tbe.vCiga’ortBa.'Fatican. .See.|liSBaqnh- 

p. I oina/k published wi^^nx ajqoa* 
batiotHt^^lhimie^.jiiadhd-jiNKXTM, by Father Msi^irtM, aleimed 
domlnfcari. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


24 , 1 * 


safety and with effect.. .During the whole course chap. 
of his reiffn, the stream of Christianity flowed 
with a gently ihou|^ accelerated, motion ; but its 
general was sometimes checked, and 

som^ttofe diverted, by the accidental circum- 
steoDeseif the times, and bjr^ejgnidence, or pos- 
sibly by*^the caprice, of the moiiHiii^ Ifis mini- 
sters were permitted to signify the intentiona of 
tiieir master in the various language which was 
best adapted to their respective principles;*^ and 
he artfully balanced the hopes and fears of hissub- 
ject^.hy polishing in the same year two edicts; ,, 5. sgj. 
the first of which enwiined <jb8!^a nce 

and the second directed the regular 
consult3tkmr.of araspaceSi‘ ^ .riMs jmpo^- 

ant revolution yet remained ^ susj^flhse, ‘^e 
Christians and the pagans watched the conduct 
of their sovereign with the same anxiety, but 
with ye^ opposite sentiments. The former were 

as well as va- 
nity, to exag^eratet^ nta^'pC £|vflw, and 
the evidence#' of his faith. The bt^ry^illll tii^ 
just apprehensions were changed into despair and 

f The quaestor, or secretary, who composed the law of the Thepdo- 
sian code, makes hiySftdeter say with indiflference, — <* honiinibus su- 
“ pradicta; religionist 0. xvi, tit. ii, leg. 1 ). The miaister of ec- 
clesiastical affairs was aDoi^ed a more devout and nspeetful style. 

Mi uyturarms xa8eXi*%s ^eeawar ; the .legal, moat holy, 

' and ^IhnEc worship. See Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 2."k, e> 6. 

* dod.’^ -Theodos. 1. ii, tit. viii, leg. 1 . Cod. Justinian. L iii, tit. 
xii, leg. S^feastantine styles the Lord’s day dU» teUt, a name which 
could not Offbnft the ears of his pagan subjects. 

•> Cod.'Theoi!s.t.*ri, tit. X, 1. 1 . Godefroy, in the character of 
a commentator, endeavours (tom. vi, p- 2.57) to excuse Constantine j 
but the more zetdhns .Baronius (Annal. Eccles. a. o. 321, No. Xi 
censures his profanetS^Otot with truth and asperity. 

VOL. III. B 
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c H AP.‘ resentment j ^enf>pte4 taconceal frwn the world, 
and froiR themselves, tl^t the gods of Rome 
. could nalpnger reckon the emperor in the ut^- 

her of their votaries, The saoie passions andj^e- 
judices have engaged the partial writers of tho 
times to connect the public profession of Chris- 
tianity with the most giorinus 
minous aera of the re^n of 

His pagan Whatever piety might 

superstu . . , 

tion- tra^p^c hii.the disccatfseg of 

tinq, of 

ago in the practice of the ostahlislKHl religion 
and the same conduct, which in the court of Ni- 
comedia might be imputed to his fear, could be 
ascribed only to the inclination or policy of the 
sovereign of Gaul. His liberaiity restored and 
eariehi^ gods.tjtthe .medals 

vfhjichiahcaii^i^^ 

cd with the figures atm attmwc^ ^ JOpiti^ Hnd 
Apollo, of Mars and Hercules; and his filial piety 
increased the council of Olympus by the solemyn 
apotheosis of his father Constantins.* But the 
deyptio^ 0 ^ Qjpnstaptine was more peculiarly 
directed'to the gemus of the Sun, the Apollo 
of Greeh and Roman mytholo,^^ and he. was 
pleased to be represented with the’ syi^^kdioCt^ 

‘ Theodoret 0. i, c. 18) seems to insiniiMe Helena gave 
her son a Christian education; but we may be aSMired; from the su- 
perior autimrity of Eusebius (in Vit. Conttuit;. £ iii, c. 47), that 
ate heradf was indebted to (^nstantioe ftv'tha knowledge of 

^ a^Uke medab tfROnstantiae la Dttean^ and Banduri. As few 
cities had tfiiioed ^ ^vBc^ tt coining, almost all the medals 
of that age tMaeid the itSat under the sanction of the imperid 

authority. 
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god of light and The unerring shafts of chap. 

’ that deity, the brightness of his eyes, his laurel 

wreath, imnport^; hesuity, and elegant accom-'”~'^^ 
plishmeij^jgefiii to pdint him out as the patron 
of % yoniVg hem The altars of Apollo were 
CJ^owned with the ro^e^mo^ of Constantine; 

the credulous multitude lyririe ti^ht tp be- 
lieve, that the emperor was permitted to 
iritIrmcHtafeyes, the visible majesty of their tu- 
telar deity; and that either waking or in a vision 
he was blessed with the auspicious omens of a 
^Qi^and vietwioM reign. The sun was univer- 
sally celebrated as 

tee^or Constantine ; and the pagans might rea- 
sonably expect that theinsidtod god- ,wpyJd ppr- 
spe, with nnrelenting vengeance, the hh^^ie^ of 
his ungrateful favourite.^ 

As long as Constantine exercised a limited He pro- 
sovereignty over the provinces of Gaul, his chris- Kristian* 

*i by the authority, and°[ 
ky left si*- 

to the gods tiib eare of vindicatkig- owtt-hitK. 

nour. If we may credit the assertion of Constan- 
tine himselb he had been an indignant spectator 
of the savage cruelties which were inflicted by 
the hands of Rom^ soldiers, on those riti^ns 
religion was their oafy crime.® In the East 

* 'P>^.„PW>«gyric of Emnenius, (vii, inter, fmeglfft. Vet.> wMNi 
^as a few months before the Italian war, abounds with 

the most hnitos^ionable evidence of the pagan superstition of Con- 
atantine, aqd of h^ particular veneration for Apollo, or the sun ; to 
wMch Julian aZUi^s (Orat. vii, p, 238, cvaXciww, «). See Com- 
mentaire de Spaateim surjes C&ars, p. 31 T. 

Cpnstantin. Oi^ ^ Sancton, c. 25. But it might easily 6* 
shewn, that the Greek 'ifR^iahitar has improved the sense of the lAtin 

» 2 oilgbial 
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CHAP, and in the West, he had seen the different effects 

X X 

of severity indulgence ; and as the former 
was rendered still more odious by the example 
of Galerius, his implacable enemy, the latter Was 
recommended to his imitation by th.e authority 
and advice of a dying father. The son of Con- 
stantius immediately suspended i%|M|ded the 
edicts of persecution, and grahted the free exer- 
cise of their religima£<^^Dtties to' all those who 

on the favour as well as on the justice of their 
sovereign, who had imbibed a secret and sincere 
reverence for the name of Christ, and for the 
God of the Christians.* 

D 313, 

March. 

Edict of 
Milan. 

church. In the personal interview of the two 
western princes, Constantine, by the ascendant 
of genius and power, obtained the ready concur- 
reBcerDf,%bi8 colleague Licinius; the union of 
their nathes and authority disarmed the fury of 
Maxirnin ; and after the death of the tyrant of 
the East, the edict of Milan was recehwfl^aee- 
neral and fundamental law of 

original ; and the aged emperor might recirffect the |ieioeeution of 
Diocletian with a more lively abhorrMhce UiBIt ie had actually 
the da^ M’ his youth and paganism. -V '- ’ * ' - ‘ 

Eusdb. Hist. Eccles. 1. vilL L Ut, 9; and in Vih Ciast. 
l. ^.*»,17. Dttm. Ctecilius drlHort. 

PersecilIS'ife|j^; " . »■ 

* CaMdiitlh\;i|ft -Xltht. Kdttedt.- c. 48) has preserved the Latin 
original ; and Euaebhis (Hiat. Eccles. I. x, e. 5) baa given a Greek 

tranalatiau 


About five months after the conquest of Italy, 

r'aciid afifl^tic decla- 



of Milan, which restored peace to 
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The wisdom of the" emperors provided for the chap. 

restitution of all the civil and religious , rights, of 

which thechriatians had beenso unjustly deprived. 

It was <ffii^ed, that the places of worship, and 
public l^ds, which had, been confiscated, should 
be restored to the church^withotif dispute, without 
delay, and without expence: and this sev^^i^ 
Jiine^li was accompanied with a gracious pe- 
mise, that if any of the purchasers liad paid a fair 
and adequate price, they should be indemnified 
from the imperial treasury. The salutary regu- 
latlohs'Wi®^ guard, the future tnanqudlity pf the 
faithful, are framed 

and Squid tolerationi and,;^^^ eqp^y must 
have beeri*^ interpreted by a recent 8ectai“^ad- 
rantageous and honouraWfe distinction. The two 
emperors proclaim to the world, that they have 
granted a free and absolute power to the chris- 

the religion 

which^he hl|| addicted his'' 
may deem the best adapted to his own use. They 
carefully explain every ambiguous word, remove 
every exception, and exact from the governors of 
the provinces a strict obedience .to the troe imd 
sipple meaning of an edicts which was designed 
tCNH^blish and secure, without any limitariop, the 
religious liberty. They condescend to 
assi^^lp weighty reasons which have induced 
them to-dldw this universal toleration ; the hu- 
mane inteh^n of consulting the peace and hapr 

translation of this e£ct, which refers to some provaions I 

regulations. ■ ‘-iS-’- 

R S 
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CHAP, piness of their people ; and the pious hope, that 
by such a conduct, they shall appease and pro* 
pitiate the Deity, whose seat is in heaven. 
gratefiilly acknowledge the many signal proofe 
which they have received of the divine favour ; 
and they trust that the same I*rovidence will for 
ever continue to protect the pro^erfty M the 
prince and people. From th^ vague and inde- 
finite expressions of piet}',thrcejgmii|ii6uis may 
t)e .deduce(l,.jof a diiEeranit, hM'Wit St an incom- 
pa^W, nature. The mind of Constantine might 
fluctuate between the pagan and the Christian 
religions. According to the loose and comply- 
ing notions of polytheism, he might acknow- 
ledge the god of the^ Christians as one of the 

of hea- 

soptic and pleasing idea, tni^, h^with’statidiiag 
the variety of names, of rites, and of opinions, 
all the sects and all the nations of mankind are 
united in the worship of the common Father mid 
Creator of the universe.** 


Use and 
beauty of 


But the councils of princes are more frequency 
the Christ- influenced by views of temporal advantage, than 
ian by considerations of abstract and speculative truth. 

The partial and increasing favour 


f A panegyric of Constantine, prolwanced s^en or ^ht months 
after the edict of Milan (see Gothofi^ C^ronolog. Legum, P> % 
< an^ Tillemont, Hist des Empereurs, torn. 'fr, p.'.e46), uses tht-4^ 

lowii^ remarkable exprt^on : “ Sttene remin sator, ctgtis f^no- 
“ ndne sipt, cpiot linguas gentium esse voluiste, quern enim te ipse 
“ dici Tea, scire ata pomabma.” Eanegyr. Vet. ix, t6. In ex- 
plaining Constantine’s progress in the iaitb, Mosheim (p- 971, &«•) a 
ingenious, subtle, prolix. 
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itoay naturally thte esteem which h^ c » a p. 

entertained far the moral elmlnU^telr of the christ- 
Ians ; and that the propagation 

of tlm ^Ipirwduld inculcate the practice of pri- 
pOiblic tirtue.. Whatever latitude an 
nldnfu^'di^y^sSdndtb InddsowB conduct, 
whatever indulgence he far ’hfobwn 

it is undoubtedly hfe interest 
Subjects should respect the natural and civil obli- 
gations of society. But the operation of the wisest 
laws is imperfect and precarious. They seldom 
-^htne, they cannot always restrain vice. 

Their poWer is inadBe^Sir^ 


,nor < 


: ac- 


tions ^ ^ 

<Jtuty had summoned to their aid the powers e^edu- 
catkm and of opinion. But every principle which 
had once maintained the vigour and purity of 
, was long since extinguish^ in 
, IpUIosophy still 

mind, but thfe cause of Virtue d^vedl^if^^Hfe 
support from the influence of the pagan supersti- 
tion. Under these discottragihg circumstances, a 
tmadent Magistrate might observe with pleasure 
%e ja-ogress of a fe;ligidn, »wMdli)aaitlsed am^i^ 
"Sfryieople a pure, benevolent, and univm^ As- 
tern af ethics, adapted to every dnty and every 
concBl®^^ life ; recommmided as the will and 
reason rf the Supreme Deity, and enforced by the 
sanction djT ^ejnoal rewards or punishments. The 
experience ot and Roman history couldftut 
inform the world how fer the system of hn^Onal 

R 4 
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chap; manners niigbt be reformed and improved by the 
precepts of a divine revelation ; and Constantine 
mighllistenwith some confidence to the flattering, 
and indeed reasonable, assurances of Lactanrii^ 
The eloquent apologist seemed firmly to expect, 
and almost ventured to promise, that the esta- 
blishment of Christianity would re$t^ %e inno- 
cence and felicity of the primitive age ; that the 
worship of the truejG^wmild ex tingpi^h jv ar ^d 

ihei every impure desire, every angry or selfish 
passion, would be restrained by the knowledge of 
the gospel; and that the mafpstrates might sheath 
the sword of justice among a people who would 
be universally. actM^j^ by the . sentiments of 

loi 



■nwory The passive and unresisting ofccRence, which 
"^^Pf'®p^.bows under the yoke of authority, or even ofop- 
sive obedi- pression, must have appeared, in the eyes of ap 
^ absolute monarch, the most conspicuous and use:, 
fulj evangelic virtues/ The primitive 

Christians derived the institution of civil govern- 
ment," not from the consent of the people, but 
from the decrees of heaven. . The ' 

peror, though he had usurped the^^^f^ytrea- 

< See the eluant description of Lactantie* Institnt. v. S), 

wIki is mdcb iMl^e'perspicuotfs and j^eltfve thdn it becomes 
cnnit, prophet.. 

^ ’Tlwpiditical ofthe durls^AS is explained bjr Oiotius, 

de Jnre'Bl^ etPaeni, I. 4k Orotius was a repuUiean and an 

exile, but tlie.htfifae^ of ^iMC^cIper inclined him to support the e$ta- 
blished powers. 
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son and murder, immediately assumed the sacred < 
character of vicegerent of the deity. To tlie 
deity aloae he jv^jaccoantahle for the abuse of 
his pow©[|fsi^ his subjects were indissolubly 
bouad, their oath of fidelity, to a tyrant, who 
hjd ^violated, eFCry law ef , aatui^ . and society. 
The humble Christians were sent into tfa^ wCA'ld 
as. sbe^among wolves ; and since they 
permitted to employ force, even in the defence of 
their religion, they should be still more criminal 
if they were tempted to shed the blood of their 
fellowrioaaii^^s, in disputing the vain privileges, 
or the sordid 

to the doctrine of the apostle, who in 
the reign of Nm> had preaiAeA 
conditional submission, the Christians of the three 
, first centuries preserved their conscience pure and 
innocent of the guilt of secret conspiracy, or open 
rd^lU^Uj^^^^tiiey experiau^d the r^our of 

ted either to 

meet ^ir ^antain the- 
withdraw thehuelves into some r^e 
questered corner of the globe.” The protestants 
of Franc^of Germany, and of Britain, who as- 
serted wwisuch intrepid courage their civil and 
religious freedom, Iraye.beete insulted by ^ il»- 
comparison between die conduct of the 

* ApoI(^. c. 32, 34, 35, 3& Tamen nunquam 

Atbinianl, ai^^igriani vel Casaiani ioveniri potnerunt christiani. 
‘Ad Scapnlattr, If this assertion be strictly true, it excludes the 
cfaSstians of Uiw.t^ from all civil and military employments, 
which would haw ^Jm^ielled them to take an active part in th« 
service of their govonors. See Moyle’s Works, voi^lh 

► 349 . 
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CHAP, primitive abd of the reformed christiafls.* Per- 
haps, instead of censure, some applause may he 
due to the superior settse and spirit of dmr att- 
cestors, who had convinced themselves thi^ ite- 
ligion connot abolish the unalienable rights of 
human nature." Perhaps the patience of the 
primitive church may be ascrih^ to dfe weak- 
ness, as well as to its virtue. A sect of unwariike 
plebe^s, without-l^fiers, 

diiisliEttdtffiiii in a rash and fniitlcss^btance to the 
master of the Roman legions. But the Christians, 
when they deprecated the wratl? of Diocletian, 
or solicited the favour of Constantine, could allege, 
with truth and confidence, that they held the jmn- 

iaiHViH/i^'^eir altjfays been 

icoB^b^tEiSiirfe 'tfilefr' might 

add, that the throne of the emperors would be 
established on a fixed and permanent basis, if all 
thdr subjects, embracing the Christian doctrine, 
should learn to suffer and to obey. 

"th order of Providence, princes and 

tyrants are considered as the minist^ctf heaven, 
appointed to rule or to ehastfee the iilHitaof the 
earth. But sacred history affbr&i 

' See the artful Bossuet <Hist. des Vanatioilit *te* Eglisea Pro- 
tistantea, ton. ni, p. 810..S58>, and th» ailBdMls Bayle (ton. if, 
(.620). Imame Bajrle, for he was «artai^:tite author of 
-ajsx, Befugids ; cooralt the Dict^feiaiiK Critique do CtueStepU, 
tMCfc^ part ii, p.>45. 

•* Bwfianan is the cariiest, or at feast the most celebrated, of the 
reformers, who has JnstiSed the theory of resistance. See his IKa- 
logue, de Jure Begni spud Scotos, tom. ji, p. 29-30, eifit. foJ. 
Buddimau. 


IBvmc 
right of 
ConstaU' 

tine. 
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examples of the irittre thfimddiate interposition of chap. 
the deity in tbfecg’overainent of Ms chosen people. 

The sceptrei^Bi^to's’W'ordwere committed to the 
hands,;<tf^TOSfes, of Joshna, of Gideon, of David, 
of the iilaccabees ; the virtues of those heroes 
were the motive or the effecfSf ihe dlvinejavour, 
the success of their arms was destined to achieve 
th^e drfiveranee or the triumph of the "cfi^iM. 

If the judges of Israel were occasional and tem- 
porary magistrates, the kings of Judah derived 
from the royal unction of their gi*eat ancestor an 
hereditarf’^ted indefeasible right, which could 
not be forfeited by their oTVn 
the Caprice ef their subjects.. The same extraor- 
dinary providence, Whi^ was noJcljgeif^^®hfe3 
to the Jewish people, might elect Constantine and 
his family as the protectors of the Christian world; 
and the devout Lactantius annoimces, in a pro-. 

fai^ IcHig and 

entius and Licinitis, Werethe^t^^^P^^|i^^ 
with the favourite of heaven the promces ^the 
empire. The tragic deaths of Galerius and Maxi- 
min soon gratified the resentment, and fulfilled the 
sanguine expectations, of the Christians. The 
sm^ss of Constanme agmnst l^xentitis and 
liSSidns, removed the two fihmidable .c^petl- 
tors w^^ill opposed the triumph of the second 
David, his cause, might seem to claim the 
peculiar iid^lposition of Providence. The cha- 

^ ‘Lactant. niT!n.,U|titnt. 1. 1. Eusebius in the course of bis 
bistory, His life, and^liia (Bction, repeatedly inculcates the 
right of Constantine to ^ onpire. 
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CHAP, racter of the lloman tyrant disgraced the purple 
and human nature ; and though the Christians 
might enjoy his precarious favour, they were ex- 
posed, with the rest of his subjects, to the effects 
of his wanton and capricious cruelty. The con- 
duct of Licinius soon betrayed the reluctance 
with which he had consented to the wise mid hu- 
mane regulations of the edict of Milan. The 


fcB. 32t. 


convocation of |H%^iDcial syno^ 
in his' idominidns : his 


e^bited 




'S^oided the 

or rather danger, of a general persecution, 
his partial oppressions were rendered still more 
odious, by the violation of a solemn and volun- 
tary engagement." Wliile the East, according to 

provinces of the West. The piety of Constantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
justice of his arms ; and his use of victory con- 
firmed the opinion of the Christians, th^ their 
and, conducted, by the Tqtd of 
Hosts. "iTie conquest of Italy produced a gene- 
ral edict of toleration; and as soon as the defeat 
of Licinius had invested Constantix^|ith the sole 
dominion of the Roman wor^' he immediately, 
by circular letters, eSchorteif' ^'his subjects to 
imitate, urithout delay, the of their sove^ 

imperfect Kuowletl^ ^ 'p^ftpecation of Licinllfs is de- 
1. x, c. 8. Vit, Constantin. 1. i, 
c. I, *>, iuMBw Victor mentions his cruelty in go 

ner»l terms. 
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reign, and to embrace the divine truth of christi- chap. 
anity.* 

The assunmce that the elevation of Constan- Loyalty 
tine was connected with the designs of “ech^t-*^ 

Provid&ce, instilled into the minds of the christ- 
ians two opinions, which, by vi^different means, 
asasted the accomplishment of the projdiecy. 

Their w^^ and active loyalty exhausted ift to 
favour every resource of human industry ; and 
they confidently expected that their strenuous ef- 
forts would be seconded by some divine and mira- 
culous aid The enemies of Constantine have 
imputed to interested ”*o*»^*^ nnMiln iUlliTjh 
he imoB^ly contracted with the catholic church, 
and which a|5)ai«ntly contiilwteatoAeaaiEcess of 
his ambition. In the beginning of the fourth 
century, the Christians still bore a very inadequate 
proportion to the inhabitants of the empire ; but 
among a d^enerate people, who viewed the 

of slaves, 

the spirit and union of "a rel%j 
sist tlu! popular leader, to who.se sci^cpi fifi^^- 
principle of conscience, they had devoted their 
lives and fortunes.* ^ The example of his father 
had instructed Constantine to esteem and to re- 
ward the merit of the Christians ; aqd,>h .tfeHe 




in Vit. Constant- U ii, c, 48-60.> . 

• In'^^^^rtnning of the last century, the 'paprstl OT England 
were only^^^rarfi, and the protestants of France only a JiJieetUk, 
part of the rc^^e nations, to whom their spirit and power were 
a constant objetS «f* qprehen^on. See the relations which Benti- 
voglio (who was ntmcio at Brussels, and afterwards cardinal) 
transmitted to thec®^ of Rome (Relarione, tom. ii, p. 21 1-241 
Benlivojlio was curicWf^wR fofonned, but somewhat partial. : 



♦ 
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CHAP, tributkia of puJilic offices, he hadt the advantage 
of strengthening his government, by the cheice of ' 
" ministers or generals, in whose fidelity he c«mld 
repose a just and unreserved confidence, by the 
influence of these-dS^fied missionaries, the pro- 
selytes of the new faith must have multiplied in 
the court and army ; the barbapaM of Gerajany, 
who filled the ranl^ of the legions, were erf ft c®pe- 
less temper, which acejaiesegd, without resistance 
iiA thh heligion of flbeir 
AlfM, H 

tj^ ft great number of tlie soldiers liad already 
consecrated their swords to the service of Christ 
and of Constantine.*' The habits of mankind, 
and the interest of religion, gradually abated the 
horror of war and bloodshed, which had so long 




Was seasonably employed to ratify the obligation 
of the military oath, and to inflict the penalty of 
excommunication on those soldiers who threw 
away thei^^AFfus during the peace of the iffitircb.' 
Wl]% Cimstantihe, in bis^ opn dominiens, in- 
creased dte numher and 2/^afib{ his faithful ad- 
herents, he could depend on the siyqpimt of . a 

I* This careless temper of the Gerraaosli^^Ci^ts attest noifonnl; 
in the history of the conversion of each aPme trihei^ The legions of 
Constantine were recruit^ with -G*jrn»M|ia{ftBllh*IOs, 1. ii, p. 86) ; 
«aji the eonrteven of hisfether had.ta^’fflWNrtth Christians Sife 
dlibtt bo(^ of the life of Consttnuajjlft ftmebius- 
''^ii(N|as qn! arnWpi^JhSBiit in ^^aet^ptealt eos abstinete'a com- 
TniiniffWlfJrilrtirlt AHaa&'Cavoti iii> The best critics ^vply these 
words to'»rj^Mee^«leeihi^' 
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powe?ful faction tho^ provinces, which warec h a p. 
’ stiii possi^ssed or uswped hy his rivals. A secret ^ 
disaflection di^ised among the Christian 
subjects oOfe ii^tiua and Liciniys ; and the re- 
seotn ffl^ ^ffich the latter did not attempt to con- 

igylfe interest of his compe^t^. ; j ^hfe^ieguiar 
correspond^c^ which connected Um bislv^. ^ 
tip IWeiSt ^aot provinces, enabled them ,free^ 
to communicate their wishes and their designs, 
and to transmit without danger any useful intelli- 
gence, or any pious contributions, which might 
promote th&8ernQe,<)f Q^tm^n^^p publji^ly 
de^j^ed that he had taken^up 

veraw«^(^ chrt - 

The enthusiasm which inspired the itrcmps, and 
perhaps the emperor himself, had sharpened their ^“"ef "fa 
swords while it satisfied their conscience. They 
marched tobattle with the full assurance, that the 

^ passage to 

th^sraenteslMB^P^glR jm "^ 
hadthrowndown the waJJsof Jei 

of the trumpets of Joshua, would display lius^^ 
ible majesty and power in the victory of Constan 
tine. The evidence of ecclesiastical history is pre- 


miracle. 


■* Eusebius always consiSers tbe.secpail ciVa Licinius ' 

feligious crusade. At the iitviiMian of tie tyrant, soon 


chri 

retufuf^ 

censured 



s had resulted their zones ; or, in ntfmr- 
military service- Their conduct was afterward 
,.^<^th canon of the council of Nice; if this particu. 
lar application received, instead of the loose and general 

of the Gi^''^lte^reters, Balsamon, Zonaras, and Alexis 
Aristenus. See Benip^, Paqclect, Eccles. Grsec. torn, i, p. 72; tom. 
I'j p. 7S. AlHiotation.’’'F * ' 
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CHAP, pared to aflSnii, that their expectations were justi- 
fied by the conspicuous miracle to whfch the 
conversion of the first Christian emperor has been 
almost unanimously ascribed. The real or ana- 
ginary cause of so important an event, deserves 
and demands the attention of posterity ; and I 
shall endeavour to form a just estimate of the fa- 
mous vision of Constantine, by a distinct consi- 
deration ofthe5ft»»<i^H!5Blithe<biea«,andthpcefe^h’a^ 
«^;7K^.|79i^ieparatingthe 

tltesnaXfeUotl^piit^ extirimrdinary story, 

which, in theconjposition of a specious argument, 
have been artfully cojifounded in one splendid 
and brittle mass. 

laia- r. An instruiuentof the tortures which were in- 
offlicted only on slaves and strangers, became an 


the cr(»s. 


were closely united mth tlieT3ea*1^'tBe^f^^.® 
The piety, rather than the humanity, of Constan- 
tine, soon abolished in his dominions the punish- 
ment which the Saviour of mankind had condes- 
cended ^cisa|Ger ;*,but the emperor had already 

•y 

* Named ipsum cntcis absit non modo a corpore dviiim Roma- 
norum, sed etiam a co^tatiooe, oculis, auribus, Cicero pro Ra- 
berio, c. .i. The Christian writers Justin, Mipueins Fa^ix, Ter» 
tullian, Jerom, and Maximus of Turin, liave.{ib<st%ii^ to- 
lerable success the figure or likeness of a ocnis ill AiMSt ever; object 
of nature or art ; in the intersection of the merlSIbitADd equator, the 
Immto'teee, a bird dyings a maa tb^t and ;wri^.a 

h, a Are. &c. &c. I. i, 

! Aureliua Victor, who eond&dc^lMf' as one of the^^^^Ies 
ttine’s pf«f)tt' 4lt,fi^Wf4ieHMirabIe to christin^ deserv- 
Instead of the fiidirect men- 
tion of it; aeeim ttf Ul^R'Irom the comparison of the fifth and 
eighteenth titles of the ninth book. 



OP THE EMPIRE, 

fearAed to despis^i^ie'fie^il^i^s of his educatacoi, 
and of his pec^l^.^ befoiie ' he equld erect in the^ 
midst of statne, beaiiqga cross in 

its righiy|||M^i^*aQ inscription which referred 
the his arm^ End the deliverance of 

sjAilwd of folre and r nnri(pr'T * - ^>'r'i|j|p|i jji^ 
bolswetilled'^eiamsof theschher»of4a)a|i|||^ 
til*F|^4liie miss giittered on their helmets, was en-» 
graved on their shields, was interwoven into their 
baniiers ; and the consecrated emblems which 
adQqw^^i|^^;nlSi^%<lfithnetap^ hipaself were 
distinguished 

Buttheprincip^stspd, 
ard 

wmi ^tyitdritba’Labarum,'^ an ot 



' Eusebius, in Vit. Con;itantin. I. i, f. 40, This statue, or at least 
the cross and inscription, may be ascribed with more probability to 

; In quibui rmn ss ^i H | g| ) ^lnn ^n W^l ^|||^;. 

Apt longis solids ex auro pTrefertur ^n hiutis; 

Hoc signo invictus, transmissis Alpibus Ultor 
Servitium solvit miscrabije Copstantinus 
■ • '* ■> --evf *'! * • _ 

• Christas pt ofure i m gamataG textos In amw - • ^ 

PacanT. in SyiOiMttMW . 

ion and meaning of the wesd Mtiimmi-'WI hiSmmu, 
by tSregnry Nttiensen, Amteoee, Pmdentius, Ac. 
snknowB, in spite df the eflbits of the criten, 
tortured the Latin, Greek, Spanish, Celtic,' 

I, &e. in search of an etymology. See 
iiiili ipSot. Latinitat. sub voce Lahmoe, apit 
A ii, p. 143. 

f . 
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still renudB' 
who have 
Tiliianie, IIlyrH$ 
Dne a ag a, in Gli 
Sodofrogr, ad Cod. 
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ity. 



2^ T«i s»6t!Nritir»J*aE^ 

ckAP. which has beten T;db^ dmve4 


XX. 




fitkn'hlirf^ 1^1 the langiu^s of the worlfli It is 
desefflie# as a long' pike intersected by s^tiltH- 
«eiM beam. The silken veU which huiig #«in 
#OBfi the bekffi, w» 4 «io«^eKwrought with the 
imageii 6 f the reigning monardi amlMs childrai^ 
Ttie stunmit of the ^e su^flMi^^^UDrbwii.of 
gold which indnaed tiia hnpitleriauhiiia^i^tffinlid 
hitee 



‘ «hiOttr and fidelity j their stktloo wlas 
marked by hononrs and emoluments’; mid ahhe 
Atftefiate SjceldenlS sohn intro^Ked an opinicm^ 
that as long as the guards of the labanim.wam 



dreaded fhe powerc 

idj^ nf whidt, in the distress of battle, animated 
the soldiers of Constantinewith an mvincible en- 
thusiasm, andscatteredtorrornad diainii^tteoagh 


CdHTtimtiii. L i» e. 30, 31. Banaiius [(AnDal. 
Bedes. M. ». Slfi tfak Btl^aM.«wntTed a rmfsentatiw tin 

w , ■ „Ve' 

lifttenmi. 

t TMBCMid X tttwl, sa&DBs Pttk ii) 


aentis cetab - CMflkis Ss 
I j rt j w t. bno. ^li, f. 

iMie 

r.iiN#' 

tbi. 

Vi*; 




'r. in edit. 
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ens te l 
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U Iwt Ba nmMiw eeeqteJW 
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^HE lipt4SJir EMPISS. 

cn^rors, wfaO;i^espi^^«4r^^^ example ef :0^- 
stantme,dis^l 9 ^ in aH tfaejr’^i^itmyexpeditioiif 
tlM wIks the degeoe- 

siftiiilililfW^iNBbeodesittB bad leased ito appear 
in bead of their annies, the iaha^ 

.niKiisiS'depnKtediaeiNie^llp^bte bi^ useless lefic 

are stiU^mi^ved on the medak 
^HWdj. f 5beir grateful devotion has ^aced 
monogram of Christ in the midst of the ensigns 
of Rome. The solemn epithets of, safety of the 
Jf^niUi^ti^li^of the army, isestomtion of public 

awMitiip. tropl^^T^d^^i^^^lf^f.^!^ ;^^ 

V tf A . • A 


-wd of th e l abarum is accompaaieid'wi^theatdsne- 
ancffable words. By this sign tbm shall conquer." 

. II. In all occasions of danger or distress, it was The dream 

to fortify sta^ttae. 

aU the dmly o^minpeBoes of life, 



-indicate that it was nerer diewn at tbe IteatLof an annxi till Constan* 
tine, above ten years aOenvards, deeiared himself the enemy of Li> 
ciaiua, and the deliverer nf tbe.cbnccik T > 

.r» See Cod. Theod. t -Vi. .■^''.*i^»^ 

Cbronogiaph, p. It. jBnid iChid vf 

^ ^iff h. century, ainoetCve huoMd ^ 
meiii^Hmks -were not hocUaed to diepfaiyli 

,evd :of chrietiahity ; aad thoo^ tbty dcpoadad art 
.^ery sarn^||u.b(S)e pSA^ema, the prmaiae t^mtpppy ir«i]d.-Iiave 
.^^Kared t«Nk|«^%;4^ion. 

^ jThe p, 103, dre- alleges neveral of these tatr 

delw'iiHtd^oV^^^Mv^ad^.diaifftation of a Jesuit, the 
on thia' d^^ e et , 

s 2 
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CHAP 

XX. 


THE 


ANO' 



. presertratii^l^Binst every species or 

temp<wal .eva.'’ The authority of the diarch 
mi^t idone have had sufficient weight to 
^leidevotion ofConstaj^n^ who, in the 
-prudent and |pi4ual ^o^ress, acknowledged the 
truth, »id assumed the symbol, of ^ehristianity. 
But the testimony of a c<mtemp{»a^^jr^r^ who 
in a formal treatise has avengetLthe cause of reH* 
gion, bettours on tha^^ielgie^^tfaia^pei’or a more 



preoeifed the last battle against Maxentius, Con- 
stantine was admonished in a dream to inscribe 
the shields of his soldiers with the celestial sign 
of Chid, the sacred monogram of the name of 
Christ; that he ^see^tedthe conUnardsof heaven. 



Some -considerations might perhaps tnciine a 
socptieal mind to suspect the judgment or the 
veracity of the rlietorician, whose pen, either 
from zeal or interest, was devoted to the cause 
of. the pcevinlii^f^Bdion.'* He appears to have 
published his deaths of the perseciitors at Nico- 


P TertuUian, de Corona, c. a Athanasius, tom. i, ^ ^01. 
learned Jesuit Petarius (Dogtttata .Tbeolog. 
collected man; similar pa-ssapes on the virtues ilRieler^'whii-li iu 
the last ape embarrassed our prWestant dbpISliMsi '' ' 
s Caecilius, dc h. e. c. 44. It is eerlafer tkat this liistorical 
'AseMnatioa was composed and paUUMf^-tsli^’ Licinius, sovei^^ 
•tin preserved the fr i s tn ^ g | |lfe '|ij.'<!feiatanii[ie, and «t the 
Every reader of tarte AUef jicteeitv, that the style is of 
■ rarsMmt and inferier -'eiMWi^to'that of LacUndus ; and 
tueh Ht Alia ;;i| ( ;^ j|ii<pn si w .t^ U Clerc and Lntdncr (Sibiioth«iiM 

AneM»e 
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media about after the Romiuirvic-: cH'A'P- 

tory ; but thei,^erval Qf a thousand miles, and 
a thousas#^^^-.^!^ an ample latitude'"^'"' 
for thi^llPli^^ ' of declaimers, the credulity 
of the tadt approbation of the em-. > 

pilHrtth^f, • ^ho without ind^ 

^tion to a marvellous tal^, 
farae^rfHid'pItHBOted his designs. In -§i¥$illf0Si 
jESeinhas, who still dissembled his animosity to 
the Christians, the same author has provided a 
similar vision, of a form of prayer, wdiich was 
ccnmnmiieiiited^by an angel, and repeated by the 
whole army Itigifljtr-of 

Maximin. The frequent rqi^ticra 
of mirai(^llrw» t<> ' 

aadidue, the reason of mankind f bd't 
dream of Constantine is separately considered, 
it may be naturally explained either by the poli- 
cy gr^the..,ex^^.asm of ‘the emperor. Whil^ 

decide tfaefate of tbe enkftlNi^BiNpH^^ 
short and interrupted ’slumber,' Ae 

Aociemie et Moder|ie, tom. id, ^ 438. Credibility of the Gospel. 

Ac. part il, toL Vii, p. 94). Three aiRiOBeBM Irinn the title of the 
hodt, and from the names of Donatus and Cacilius, arc produced 
hy tim advocates for LitctmiUaa Uie l.adhic^„..4piW- ^ 

Each of these pi^ is ifal^y awA ‘Wt icfiictiTe, but 
rilil^BpEiirrence has peat wei^^ht." t have oft^ 
dHA'^^ibUow the Cdbert ns. in adHiy ll^. p 

' Cseei^^^to. a. r. c. 46. There seems to be some reason in 
Uie observaUSmSl^ de Voltaire (Oeuvres, tom. xiv, p. 307), who 
WerOws to the sHE^mrrf Constantine the superior fame of his labarum 
above the anpl ofifAriBiBs. Yet even this angel is fevourably en- 
tortained by Pagi, TtBtjwwBt, Kswy, vfbo axe fond of aicrea*pi 
their stock of miraclm, ' . > 


S 8 



THS i^ilNE AJj§ 

CHAP, form cf and the well-known ^^iibol of 

his reli||i^, might forcibly offer themielv^ to 
the ai^ire fancy of a prince who reveren^il tho 
and had perh^' 'secPetly implored^^tte 
jwwer, of the QeH of %e Christians. As readily 
might a consummate statesman indulge himself 
in the use of one of those militaPjf^g^Mi^t^i^ oe^ 
of those pious frauds, which ft&iilip and SePtorfttS 

able part of the Gallic army was already prepared 
to place their confidence in the salutary sign of 
the Christian religion. The secret vision of Con- 
stantine could' be disproved only by the event; 
and the in^pi^ltei^udiO had'i^^ the Alps 




'The aehhte and people, exulting in their 
oadUdftHvterance from an odious tyrant, acknow- 
ledged that the victory of Constantine surpassed 
the powers of man, without daring to katihtmt e 

y ifrch, which 

■ Besides tliew weU.kMtrn eiul]ii{des, TQlliW|ffl|^N*'to.rB^ 
IMV ttnudtUoto df LoagiiKW •••» disco»ei*ii*^pW^*Mt%onus, 
whe assured bis tbat he b«d ^ qrmbol oC . 

safety) with these words, .« In tWs Tollius has 

asort tn ww Bs s bl y omitted to psrodtiee > and hie tnW 

sBikiiMlit, UHnsry asSrcH ae moral, _i^ iMitlMa from reproe^4^ 
Mgn*plt Okuoanaira Ctitiqaiv P- 4d0). Wit^jt In- 

^Hli^KteaiiBlW af niadalm!>'’StaaMb, Justin, 4e. it may be 
aMfeiWMH|%jkaWMM»t^i>'a.aepttate chapter (Li*,& 6) biti 
eoIleelM!HllMih«litaW''MMttbgenis of Antigunus, m totally j^gpa- 
mt of this icasrkai^e visimi. 


OF THE mwAV EMPisa. 


{NTQcHflS^ eii^. 

«Bat)%uot»; IpBgi it ge , that, gre«tBe85 e f 

his awn'mit^:Ji§(^ll^'indvu^te( ^ io^ulso 

the sAvod snd ^ Eo- 

i:V pa^ orator, wip 

laities of the conqueittf, nn|tptiirrn ili[tf 
ce^p^sftreeiaqet and mtimate eonmMa^iH^ 
#§^lQpi«Hiiohaiig, who delegated the '«tffn ^ 
mortals to his subordinate deities ; and thus as- 
signs a very plausible reason why the subjects 

^^«««Qse tp esahrace 

«d»o a#h;Qahaiji«sp^^ App^r. 

^ »> _. ., . . I'iL' w • '.. .' , ... . ~ anceof a 


iMt ffiadigies, 4^ profatte mrevraidTeoefe^Bi^ieg**"'^’ 
will probably conchade, that if the eyes 
of the spectators have sometimes been deceived 





TBE-S^LIKE 


cBap. 'dncoguM^mettoPsofthe air* 

^ ^ sebkis jSitt^^e two most ^lebrated or^ar^Mbo/ 
is irtliiieti panegyrie8,'have laboured 

Constatttin^i i^km^yeais after tb^'H^ 
4. ». 321 . fflisn Tk:tm}rf’Mi^^orkts’ descfkies ‘sn army of di- 
viMi -widTiors, who seemed to fail fitmi the sky : 
he 'marks their beauty, &etr 
forms, the stream of li^t- which beamed fil& 



tfaM fh^ flew, to the assistance of the great Con- 
stantine. For the truth of this prodigy, the pagau 
on^tM* i^ieals to the wboIeGallic nation, in whose 


presence he was then speaking; and seems to 
hope 'th(S4jiajliflaii^sinMi^figi^ f now 
ii ll l ll f lli r- 


r R pi 


•.b. 334. sfHMe yeors^ mi^ arise from the 

■fflB l|[ |wd < dWauftii is cast in a much more correct 
and elc^nt mould. In (me of the' mardies 
Constantine, he is rep^ed to havese^lli^ii^ 

, * it. (tCHMiMi..aS:l*AMdeiBi* da< lateripiSli^Mbi h, 

■jfc mrisiiu, phfuciil caujcs, oiray of Uia prodigies of 

onHqn ^ ; iMtiMfiNliM, jhisc^ in both MrtkK trainlh trie* 


- — i - r » 

phfuciil causes, many of tha prodigies of 

. . (. tsks^ ahisc^ by both t*rtie*,‘ rainlh trie* 

to introduce the celestial cross of Coostantinc aJB|Mj|^lil^aolar haltoB. 
Bibliotbec. Orsec. tom. vi, p. S-29. , 

• Nararius inter Panrgyr. Vat. x, 14, I& ' ic tuineecssary to 
■lanw the moderns, whose undi » thy i i ^i i wj |ii ^ yajynous appetite has 
swaliowademo the pagan baft of ^ 

ne mpotitions of Caster ai^ , ;^g|^#hhcu]arly to rmieinriri 
“'Tedonlaa rfcteyjf, art i aiijfa lij ^jwBWi ans and pufeiie nmnu- 
Ciceio 4e-M<ih^ap^ M, 2, iii, 3, a Fjitrus, ii, 

=■ • -“ **“ **“* "cent dr 

t aiMttedf^nd' indirectly denied by Lhry (Ixv, I). 



OF THE EHFIBS< 


oim eyes the i 
above the aa^^iaimbed wHIi 

‘ foUowii^ogg|ig|^4£^ amaa- 

sky iistoitisdted tiKl^irfaole antjy* 
emp&m who was jrtifp* 



asttmishment was ecHive 
night. 

lifl^Us and displaying the same ceiesim 
sign of the cross, he directed Constantine to frame 
a similar standard, and to march, with an as- 




xac;' 



enemies.* ' 39ie 
p iB iBIji l li tfjjaisiblfe that thereccirt discdvi^ (if 
tbk - 

jpi^and distrust among the me^ 

vaaders. Yet, instead of ascertaimng the precise 

circumstances of time and place, which always 

™ .evMeaee 

of so 

spectators of 
contents himself with allegiDg a very singular 
.testimony ; tb^ (^thedec^sedCimst«Bdme,who^ 
mmty y^scs after the evrat, in the freedom o£c(nt- 

■ • ' ' '.i . .'J -1 .. 

T •''*■ ^i^ius, 1. i, c. 26, 29, S& '.fSit ataM at'Uie sum EuwbSiis, 
Hiatory, is deeply (if 'tluiae adVoctaH fot the 
are not abeolutely calioos. " 

~ of Coauoiaiii^-seeoiS' le In d ics l e, Utst he saw the 

dh>ss%ri|^^^he<(We he passed the against Maaratins. ' The 
acene has 'tate.Baed by provincial vanity at Treves, Besaii^, &c. 
'ihe TillemeBtf^fe^giapereurs, tom. iv, p. S73. 

• The pious (Mem- Eccles tom. vii, p. 1317) rejects ajOi 
a sigh the iisefiii Jdtemins, a veteran and a martyr. Who ahWh 

as an eye-witness the viaiim MCcasUmtior. 



THm^Sd» 7 I.INE 

CHAF. tohim thisex&a^rdilfirjia- 

cideiifefi#W»OfFnHfe, and hadattestedtltotratiiof 
k^bfUrii^mn oath. The prudence and gratilade 
teameidpielate ferbade him to suspect^'ttHS 
%»racity of hk'vk^criotH ams^ : but be plainly 
intimates, that, in a fact of sncb a nature, he 
should have refused bis assast^lti^s^iasCWaer au- 
thority, This motive ^of’OifitM^il^y could imt 



ortlte agewhieh immediatciyfnilowedthe conver- 
sion of Constantine.' But the catholic churchy 
both of tte East smd of the West, has adopted a 
prod^, which favours, or seems to fav<mr, the 
{Mpnlar 0^^ Con- 



mmmmrnmmmmmmmm- 

^ dd fli aam presumed to d^iteclate the tn- 
miqi^'mid lo aita%n the truth, of the first Chris- 
tian emperor/ 


^r,f- 

1* 


SStea l. I,e. a 

' TfM l atm S A iiir'3SFiSim‘w^ imvble to produce a i 
mauffima dM(Mim<j‘thernirtirMid’fi(UieMi(uTie«;«Cii^[W(iwfr 
loUimbiou* uyUlmo WffMWUlp ■■ l o tuoll Uie.triiuipfa of IhA Aur^ 
and of Constantine. As these Tencrablc men had not aiqr'^bnke to 
a mitacle, we majr suspect 'and the sucpici«a|.|i^^i^|aiiMi the' 
ij'norance of Jcrom) that they wcie all iiiiai |iia)lll'd with the life 
of Constantine by Eusebius. Ws tract wait ataavcnd Iqr the diU- 
aeiicc of those who tnndatad or 4M||^||||'jh^''Etwlesiastical im- 
teqr, and wlra bara rsptaacntsd'to the y'aimfi 

l^lpEcniaw _ , Vj T >'' ' 

/ttefroy was tl|a faat "ii^;.iit’w|tar 1643 (Not. «d PtA- 
Ifwtrlljjlfe A i, c, SL.' js any doubt of a nurafrie 
whicti hP|p | atrial by CakUiid mronius, add 

tte 
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protestauitiii^^^iibsi^hic readers of the char. 
-'present age wIK^iBiae tobeliere, that, in the ac- 
count of hi&PI^ (SfEKTarskiB, Constantine attested The c<m- 
a II if fill (MtffrtffriiTTij a solemn and deliberate per-c®o^°^“^ 
may not hesitate to pronounce, that,^®.™’^ 
in d^ce of . relig&Ml^ l^^t^hid was deter-** 
mined only by a sense of interest ; and thnt i^Oe^ 
cording the expression of a profane p6B^^®i-- 
uied the altars of the church as a convenient foot- 
stool to the throne of the empire. A conclusion 
so harsh and so absolute is not, however, warrant- 
ed Iqr onr knowledge of human natiu'e, of Con- 
stantine, or of chfistKftd^; »iftraaB li ^m i fiii i gin i i 
hSI'TOiafthe most artful statesmen are nbsm-vedto 
feel -nntf^tt nf thr rfrthiittrilrr^^ it 

^[hre ; and the most orthodox saints assumditte 
dangerous privilege of defending the cause of 


.I’f Magdeburg^ Sincc rtbjit tiiM, man; «f the 
i^ht and diabeUcC Tha 
id (Dietknii. 



naira CrM^aei ihm. It. {>. Si4tl;>q 
ofSOTbnDne, tha Ablid dn Yniaia. fadill a had aa ' 
serves the praise of learning and moderation, 
a Lors Constantin dit ces propres paroles : 

J’ai reaversd lacuite dea idoles i 
Sui las debris de ieurs temples fumans 
An Dteu du Cial j’ai prodigu£ I’encens. 

Mais tons mes soins pour ah gcaadaar sapn^i|aa.«.f>r- ji- • ' 

:-^.^.K*earent jamais d’autra ohjit ^enan Mntata » 

I saints antels n’atoient a mas j> ' 

tmarchepi^ du.tidne das Cdsart ~ > - 

Q, la ftireur, les delica 
EtaW^feljMili Dienx, avoient mes sacriEceb 
^n^fbdUens, leurs intrigaes, leur sang 
Ont (dnaMt Ua fartune et mon rang. 

The poem wfakhltal^liaathme lines may be read with pieaiatct bt^l 
cannot be named wihi 4tHnc]r. - ^ 





THB JQ«CI.INE AWi^fAW. 

CHAP, truth Iw thearms of deceit and fah^o^. Per- 
s(^8l mt^est is often the standard of our bdief^; 
as wril as of our practice; and the same motives 
of tempmal advantagewluch might influent^ tiie 
public conduct attd 'professions o£ Constantine, 
would insensibly dispose his mind to embrace a 


rehgion so propitious to his fame affil.ifMtunes. 
Hisranity wasgratMiedl^ thefliattering assurance 
that he had been chosen by heaven to reign over 

fliifh bf the Christian revelation. As’real virtue 
is sometimes excited by undeserved applause, the 
specioHSpietyof Constantine, if atiirstit was only 
specious, might gradually, by the^influence of 
praise, cd* habit, ai^ example, be matured into 


nerir had not qualified them for the residence of a 
coifft, were admitted to the imperial table ; they 
accompanied the monarch in bis expeditions ; 
and the ascendant which one of them, an Eg]q>~ 
tain^ ^uired over his inin^ipcas 

imputed by the pagans to the effect of n^c.‘ 
JL.mdatitHS^ ^who iras adorned the precepts (ff the 


* This favQuritc was probabl}: the great Os&|(s bishi^ of Coi> 
Aora, who preferred the pastoral care of the whiale church to the 
guternment of a particular diocese, ilis character is magnilicentljr, 
though concisely, expressed by Athanadirm 1, p- 703). See 
^Bemoat, Mem. Ecclet. tom. Osius was.ei* 

^^^perlu^ lujustly, of retuing fiti^ coiurt with a veryamjde 



(in ViL C(U«tli^'F«8iiD), and Zoiiwii* .!• U, p. 




f 



OP THE HOM^ E2BPIBE. 




K go^l with the eJoi^piaBce'jQf Cicero;'' and Eu- oiutp. 
^~-s3_^sehius, who has consecrated the learning and phi- ^ 
losophy of tte Gr«s^ to? tl^ senrice-«f religic®,^ 
were hotl ypwa atod into : the -friendship.aBd fami- 
liari^;#ii^ir sovereign: and those able masters 
of eclitroversy ctwld the s<^ «id 

yielding moments of persudsite^ 

{^ply the argmnehts which weretlie'besfc«d B|i|it . 
to h» (Varactor and understanding. Whatever 
advantages might be derived from the acquisition 
of an imperial proselyte, he was distinguished by 
the s^dendotir of kia purple* rather than by the 
superiority of 

of his subjects who had embraced the 
doctrineanfrfdKittittmtyi » 8tog ra w 
Increddde* that the mind of an unlettered soldttr 
diould have yielded to the weight of evidence, 
which, in a more enlightened age, has satisiied or 
subdued the reas<m of a GrotiiK, a Pascal, or a 

to employ, the hours cd* toe Bi|d^t 
' study of the scriptures, and the composition of 
theological discourses ; which he afterwards pro- 
nounced in the presence of a numerous and 
applauding audien^ In a vagr loi^ discourse. 


* Xtodtristisiity of Lacuntius was of a monl, atlie^ CUa if 
a jaayMitogf “ Ent psne niSis (says tfia ortlioSax tn^ dis- 
“ cipliinItotoianGe, et in rhetorici meUus quam in theoh^l Ter> 

- “ satus.” Fidei Nicense, sect, ii, c. 14. 

} Fabricios, a^ll Itis usual diligence, has collected a list of be> 
twem three and Sno' hundred authors quoted in the Evangelical 
Prqialatieiis of Eta^Waa, S«e Bibtiotbec. Groc. 1- v, c, 4 ; torn. vl> 
p. 37»S6. 




t 

V. 


•jrr 



CHAP. wMdbijtsyUieitant, the royal preaehtf jRi^Rtiates 
..' . on the yarious proofs of religion ; biit he dwell^i >7 
Witht'fpeeuliar complacency on the SybUUnt 
yte fourtfktafBes,”* and the fourth eclogue of Vii^." 
^Forty years hefdee the Inrtli of Christ, the Mma- 
Unur bard, as in^ired by the eel^tial muse of 
Ismah,had celebrated, with aU thepcmp of ori- 
ental metaphor, the return of the vir^, the &1I 
43f the setpenl^theRppaURthipg birth of agodlike 



father ; the rise and appearance of an heavenly 
race, a primitive nation throu^out the world ^ 
and the gradual resforation of the innocence and 
felicity of the golden age.... .The poet was paihaps 


applied to the infant son of a consnl, or a trium- 
«ir:” hottf amOre splendid, and indeed specious, 
interpretation of the fourth eclogue contributed to 
the conversion of the first Christian empermr, Vir- 


** See CottiiaBian. Oeet.^ S^pctos, c. 19, SO. Be de- 

ponds on a mfsterious acrosttc, composed in tbe ^xtK the 

afiuge%tte a ry U t ra itnayW, end ttrxnslmed' b; Cieoeft iiOo 1«> 
tin. The initial lettea of the lhirty.foar Oxaat-WCWO ;Gina Uiis 
prqtbeUc sentence : Jenw Ckritt, Sm ^SMwr Be 

iTorU. 

> In his paraphrase of the en^iefar laftAequaitljr assisted 

and .improved the literjU sense See Blradd des 

-il^fMnes,ti,c.l4. IS. la '■ -vi ^ i;-. 

Tte different ela&nS Of tut atti^ti^jnoingier am of VMIK of 
'yaMLeT jhnsns, df ItoicelliW iMifciiteid to be incompelihle tvitb 


•7 THB SMPISE. 


sn 


fS^]krajrdesmre,^#ifilidEi^4Uiongt;he0»»t'Me> c ^k 
cessful 

Tfae faith and DevotioB 

aBd;j^^^^^^^n6ns, with em ‘agfectfti 

‘ Bttt die tevate • *iiiidb^«Ay*<fyiMiipiline 
which the fimdeliec of the bi^a^ hbdttiiiihiiiii; ' 

wMMrtdasedhjF^Kttune prudencein^ilMeia'^tlNai 
imperial proselyte, whom it was so important to 
^ure, by every gentle condescension, into the 
mid' (Qotiebm per^ 

privfle^ he^site^S^i»!^«^S 

felhsiH; 

oCthe deacon dkmissed the profane nmltitude, he 
prayed with the faithful, disputed with thebishops, 
pisaebedio^ 4hs,iaost stditime^hadiittfiricMe 

vigd-of.iwth^^iiid}., 


not onlya partaker, bnt,iD acaaihBUMiaiii^n'pliiiit 


* See LewOi de iS^ n^enB^farat^nittlect. xxi, iii 2S9, 
.iilij-idirth 'adogoa, the nifiiUrtli 



'*^|k4tstinction between tbc pubCend fbe w m% 

eiwMaateeitaBiedbnBBaadtte ■Am^MUmb, sad fbe 
hich fiety or ptKc; Jarf ant aver the latter, n« 
if TUet*, Ktpudli oo dn Saiot Sure* 
!• i, 59-91 s bat as, on this sutgeet, the fnpista 

lBWKaaonaldjrMir:^lj§ba^> a protestant rthder- will depend wUh 
nendMldencebiMl^lli^BtegluUQ. Atuiquities, U z, c. & 



TBBloraJlaNB 

aa^l ^lia^ips^^bpchri^ian The 

^ pride of Coostaatine might assume, < iWd ISsflser- 
Ti^8||l^eseryed*SQite eattraordmsuy dis^iwtion ; 
^.^timed rigoiur:|))igM^;Mve blasted th((4tia* 
ii^Bed if the dcicws 

of ohuRcb bB4 been strictly clos^ against » 


prince who had d^se^d thesj^tf^ of t^e gods, 
the master'of t^.e^ipp^ lKO)d4.^^Te been ^ 




mpUPPOWiaMi in 1*1 II1»( >|||«"| IP 

to^lp^'the miUtniy procession. of the equestrian 
order, and to ofier the public vows to the Jupit^ 


of .thei.<^itnjyipe,ihilL‘ Many, years before Ids 
baptism and . death, Constantine had proclaimed 
to the.woi^vtimt . i^ei^nr hisiipeisim nor his 

im the walls 



llurei^ tbS IfODvriaices <» 


mdials and 


.ndlpb’represented the emperor in an 
bumble and sn^^iant posture: of cbiistimi devo^ 


tiOp.‘ • 

seteT of T^e iindn (tf Coos^tiiie, who refu^ 

^ * catw^mitt, ^nppt 

fcte delay ei bin b^ti^ 
may be josti^id-^ tte inajdins 
of ecctlisiastical mitiquity. Thes»I^^Sofbap- 


See Busniiiu «Me 

«pM>r ef CoBMaatiae’ftierfioA.. The jMpli l p -.i'iteTotioii of Uw^ 
yaror bee fHrnidwABfcaaiM .wilha Sipiineiit ia£MiM^ 

feanai^ fe^Sinn. . .i: . .-I ! « ■ • 

» Ediiilli^irpi*^<*wwpiiiti jv, C. 15, 16. '• 




ef THE 

I* ^as by tke, SkI 

himself, cathedral 

;|^y daj^s 
pen- 

adr^tted a nkf 

Ftbc church. The discirctiOHOTplw^^t ^l^ 
suspended'tffe baptism of thVir ctiiWffennflnlnly 
£iSiW?!®TiiVidcrstand the obligations which thby'cori- 
tracted ; the severity of ancient bishops exacted 
from the new converts a noviciate of two or three 

Ive^ from 




df baptism was supposed to dw 
flail and absolute expiation of sin ; and the soul 
was instantly restored to its original purity, and em 




ifwa^ 

an inestimable privilege, which could nev'er be 
recovered. By the thefr they 

, have been hf Dmi. i 

:ds, tom. i, p. 3-405 { 

t(mi> i i and hj Bioghaia, in '-tUt -iMlft asd' -^ye* 
CbtisUan Antiqintics. One dimimstance nwj \/t 
modern chiirehee here nuteriaU; departed 
The sacrament <X baptism (even when if 
wii^l))iinliitarrB;.^4inl>p|tO was immediateljr followed b;r confiimf- 
tioo-dM^ ho^ . • ■ . , 

VOL. HI. 


abanrved^: 

emmihe 



to 


ions in 


CB A p cc 

^ of thi&tworld, whiletiM^«^ 

7" ■ h^ds the means of a'jc ^ jmd' 

■^' absolution.^' The: swldme theory rfjAe 


Sion on \ 


heait:; than on the understanding of-Constantine 

bition througlKi^kEy^i^lu^ blsody pat^ tawin' 
aad poh^jasjj jHWjrny^ Jie aha.ndoned 



5c imperfect heroism and profane philo- 
sophy of Ti-ajan and the Antonines, the mature 
age of Gonstantine forfeited the reputation which 
he Bad acquired in his youth. As he gradually 
adyanc^dJm.the propdr- 

- ‘i 


cd»mdf?:ofi^ice»' vas'^poflut^^ lliy tfie e>fecutiOn, 
prx ii^her - murder, of his eldest son. This date 
is alone sulEcient to refute the ignorantand malf- 


7 The fatjim, who cejo^w^^thU ^crimi^ delay, ctniUjt 

dcath-bed tep8^__„ 
find Only Uiree 

Pa>31>at we should love and^pursne 
virtiie for tier own imke, and not merely for the reward, i, 
we ma^ ho surprised hy death without an opportmSiy. of 
Sr ^^^^ imbt^h we sjiall be placed in heaven, #e sh^ Only twinkle 
'^ke little stars, when compared .,to,, the suns of righteousness who 
hare run their appointed courtic va^ labour, , w^ success, and with 

**???• **®**'*<>MiWlfe?*M* »PU<1 

.Sgeremens. tom. .«, this 

*•• ‘*'""llb ^tShded-.^^., Ae^ffloat-^pj g^l W ja couse^uenm, was 
' |mi||^jik|^jiitndi>ciaL couDcil,'W .bjr any 
ofj^ bishu]is. 

d$ easily kioiM^ tttt tfft' jSlftef ecouuotifii 


puMi^ 



of THE ROlfikN EMPIRE. 



• who affirms, that 
1, ttte^^iii^orse of hisfa-_ 



i^ous su^es 
after the deal 
ther acce] 
the e: 


^,>£hristianity 
he had vainly seiicfted from 
At the time of the deat^of 
the empe^'^iBi^tc^-iN^er hesitated 
the choice of a religion ; be 
ignorant^^at the church was possessed^'ctfilllpil 
fiitfflHe remedy, though he chose to defer thetqi- 
plication of it, till the approach of death had 
removed the temptation and danger of a relapse. 
The iHshops, ' whom he summoned in his last 

h|iishk|e<^a^our with 
ceived 

pfotestation that the remainder of hiS life S 
■be worthy of a disciple of Christ, and by his hum- 
ble refusal to wear the imperial purple after he 

tism.® Future tyrants were wcoangeiAiff^bi^ 
lieve, that the innocent blOod which they might 
shed in a long reign would instantly be washed 
away in tfe waters of regeneration ; and the 
abuse of religion ^dai^^oudy im^^^i^df'tte 
-fi^iadations of moral , 

.1. H, p. For this dis(tigcaiMt» fttaUiood hehM 
erienced the harshest treatment from all the cede- 
wastical except Cardinal BaroDiua (a. o. 3S4, No. 15.28), 

sAo had oceWRttHto employ the infidel on a particular service against 
llMr^Ariaii'EiMcMiitt. . ■,. 

* itodnus, h lv#c,.al, ^ 63. The bishop of Caesarea suppoasa 
the salvatkm of Cotatan&aawiUi the mos^ perfect confidence. 

T 2 





iSiHAF. 

XX. 


Propaga- 
tion of 
Christian- 
ity. . 


TRft l^LIKE A 

Th^ of the church the 

virt^ies;^^ excused the failings of a g^ptrpus ^ 


seated Christianity on the throne of 


/ 


world ; ai^ the Greeks, who c|^e- 
'fete fhe f|S^val^.tl!!e impei^l saint, seldon* 
mention tfce name of Constantine without adding 
ttre title of equal lo the Sgph a com- 

parison, if it allude to the character of th(^ dh. 
vine iph^ipip^Ei^i^i^jb^ ^pntedto the extra- 



their 

victories, the siurcess ol' Constantine 
might perhaps equal that of the apostles them- 
selves. liy the edicts pf toleration, he removed 
the temporal disadvantages which had hitliertp 
retarded the. progp-ess of christiaijjyty; nndits ac- 


thes^t^ thiths WrCv^tloir 6y gvcry ar^- 
inent which could affect the reason or piety of 
mankind. Tlie exact balance of the two reli- 
gions continued but a moment ; and the piercing 
eye of pmhitiop.andawice soon discovei!^, 
the profwum fflf Christianity might cophri^te 
to the mtes^- .<ff the present, as -%eli as of a 
future life.' The hopes of wealth a^^vhonpuK, 
the example of an emperor, his e^|p|ltiSons, his 


*’ See Tiilemoiu, Kfet. das £inpeleDn^.;^ia»-/4T, p. 429. The 
~^^*^*'**® Kasaiane, and. In the the Latins tb^_. 

e^^ have been deslnma of phidas^-Oiife^BHne in the catale^iB 

and Sittith beiohS'Ol^ .th^tife. He was Sstaxstomed 
tf> *'ay'« Chriil^ IMS preached in pretence^ isc in 

lie ‘sfwiild btill rejolGC (!. c, 58 j. 



OF THE KOSifAW EMPIRE. 

irresistible smil^^B^i^sSi^ction amoiig c 
aoos crowds usually fill 

the p^hm. The XiO^ winch 

zeal, by the^ voiust^ry de ■ 

donatives ; and the new ca 
rie^itt th6 Angular advantage, that Cra® 
ope was never profaned by the worship of idols/ 
As the lower ranks of society are governed by 
imitation, the conversion of those w)io possessed 
an;f eifiittehce rf birth, of ptoWer,ijDr of rkhes, was 
soon followed by depehMnlt*^i^l¥ift^^ 

the commmi pgonle w^^jfturchased 
at an e^il^t^‘itW1l^^ 
wifelve thousand men were baptised at 
sides a prG{)ortionable number of women and 
children; and that a white garment, with twenty 


o^'-f 

< I 



* M. de Tillemoat (KUt. dee 
has defended, with stren^b and qiirit, the Tii'gia iratitjr df Ciin<tan« 
tinnple against some molevid^ kisinuatioos of the pagan Zosiinus, 


AX 


’ The author of the Histoire Politique et PMlOsOpbique des deux 
Ihdes (tom. i, p. 9), condemns a law of 'Cohstantine, which gave free^ 
dom to all the slaves who dumld embrace chriaiana^f, , T^ .en^. 
petpr did indeed publish a law, which restrained the Jews (Vom ciir. 

perhaps from keeping, altg £hr1i(ti3n staves (^e Kuseb. ' 
in V^ ^fet ant. 1. iv, c. 87, and Cod. Tbeo^ B-gvi, tit,' ix,'W{th 
Godefl^^fetanmentary, tom. vi, p 2tT). Bril this inOiicrfcrt eS- 
ceptioh rd^^J;^ily to the Jews ; and the great body of slaves who 
were the of Christian or pagan masters, could not improve 

thdr temporal eqts^Uon by changing their religion. I am ignorant 
by "^iit guides ’teAbM Raynal was deceived; as the total absence 
of quotations is blemish of his entertaining histmgr; 






THE BYLINE AN' 


CHAP. pe'OP t6 e^^Mnvert.^ The powfelrei nuuence 
of Confwiine was not circumscribed by tlfe nar- 
row^'l^iits of his life, or of his dominions!, The 
e^^cation which he bestowed on his sons'imd 
nephews, secdr^ lb the empire a race of princes, 
whose faith was still more lively and sincere, as 
they imbibed, in their earliest the spirit 

or at least the doctrine trf Christianity. War and 
cmnmercel 




t>Te and proscribed sect, soon learned to esteem a 
religion which had been so lately embraced by 
the greatest monarch, and the most civilized na- 
tion of the globe.^ The Goths and Germans, 
who e^|^;i|ll4gr,jhie, ' istE^^ Rome, re- 
bad of the 

- 

the same time thclcssons of faith and of hnmanity. 
Hie kihgs of Iberia and Armenia worshipped the 

* See Acta Sti. Silvestri, and Hist. Eccles. Nicephor. CaUist. 1. vii, 

e, 34, ap. Banmuim Aiinal. Eccles. a. b. 384, No. .01^4),. Stteb 
€side>e*.'» - a !t'^iifn i ilr tRsn^' {-..Mit^iese circmnstantAtj^^B 
themaelTetao pnAi^, Hmtltfie lotnied Dr. HoweU (Hbu^lfile 
WorUj,' lib'll oot scnqiled to adopt them. 

* The conversion of the barbarians under t^ejti|^^Conatan> 
rine iaeeiebrated by the ecclesiastical historia^^E&tSdlisitien, 1. ii, 
c. 6, and Theodoret, L i, c. 83, 84}. tttt IfanfiftBS, \the latin trans- 
fator of Eusebius, deserves to be coii»ideitcd;as .tM>'<ff^iiaI authority. 
His iDfatination was cnriooriy coHeCtedJIbS^I^'tf the companioha 

^po^ of ,£tfaioiria, and firoo ^E^^^ ig Iberian princoMdiio 
IN^^ptof the domestics. , Pa&cf has given an ample 

the in the first , and second 


0 \ 


r 





OP THE EMPIRE. , 27SS 

gftd of their pro|j^iei^:aH^3thetr subjects, who c 
liRTe invariaU^^^served th^^igpoe^of Christians^ 

'soon forinedSa'sjipi^-'^^d'perp^fd^connerlion 
with tbc^jglfMiiilliift Iwethren. Tiic 'dfriStians of 
Fersw«lliilNpe 'sasperted, in time of war, of prefer- 

^ p^e subsisted betweeii 
persecutis^ ajnnt of the magi was e£ 
i^^nW the interposition of Constantine* 

The raysof the gospel illuminated the coast of In- 
dia. The colonies of Jews, Avho had penetrated 
into Jynibif and opposed the progress 

of christianityr'liitt‘it|[^hlili||ll!|||(g|^|^^ ' 

measure facilitated by a pret 


siidustill reveres the memory dfFrinaaentM 
in the time of Constantine, devoted his life to the 
conversion of those sequestered regions. Under 
the .^reign. of, ^his son Cmistantiu^ Tbeopbilus,^ 

'■ .Seo in Euiebiua (in Vit. CunMant. I. «T, c. 0) ttic praaring’' anil 
pathetic epistle of Constantine in favour of bis Christian brethren of 
Persia. 

/.See Ramaga, Bi^ des Jnifa^ %Ail.Vlf, p;]82; tom, viii, p. 333 i 
topi, ix, p. 810. The curiops diligence of this wri|eE, jauaw^llie ■ 
Jewt* exiles to the exttildtftiea' of ilwgit*^- ' 

is had been givefe;4fcM< Rifintp ■ a* a' hostage ^ bia 
of the isle of Diva, and was' rt a eatcd bgt t)i^.)EaiMMd'|fer 
ty. The Maldives, of which he 

<a cluster of 1900 er 2000 mhiute istanda' tn the 
ancients were imper^tly acquainted with the 
are described in the two mahometan travellers 
Rablished by Benaudot. Geograph. Mubiensis, 
p3^- D’l&TTil)til,JB^totheque Orientale, p. 704. HisG Ge» 
nejrale Voyages, Mi.' vSh 

* T 4 



the 
Indian 
hbldives 



ettAf. 

XX. 


et 

the natioib 
'•1 religion. 


THK AK%^^ 

and biah^^^^fe^barked on the wHb 

two bm^^Utorses of the purest breed ^ ^ppw 
*JoW3igSfJlicb were sent by the empercH^IO l^e 
of thS Subaeans, ,or Homerites. 

^plus Was entnisb^ .with tnany other useful or^ 
curioi^ presents* whiclr might raise'the admira-* 
ticm, and conciliate the friendW^l^.pf,^ bar- 
barians; and he successfully employ^ serei^ 
years in a .pastorj|I^||^.,^te th^ oh^bp of the 
■ ■ ■ 

teyeu in the iuiportant and dangrrous 
change of the national religion. The terrors of a 
military force silenced the faint and unsupported 
murmurs of the pagans, and there was reason to 
expect, that thech^rfidsu l^ is^o n of tJie ehr ist i a »t 



coiutitutioo* that every rank of citizens were a- 
like subject to the laws, and that the care of re- 
ligion was the right as well as duty of the civil 

his snccewafttw eg^jd 

not. theii&elves that they 

fett^ by&tbc^^^y^ionrany j^rasch rf tbeimt 
perial prerogatives, or that they 
of giving laws to a religion whidh pro- 
tected and embraced. The still con- 

s. ^nue^lto exerci^ a,aipteme over th e 

SieAsa ises^tastical order, and tbei^titehth book of &at 




4>. Codefroy’s learnt ol>sefv|Nk^ 

lions, T1 m> KfildritiX vilftiUt^frW soon lost in an concepintt 

the seat of paradise, strange monsters, &c* ^ 



OF THE EMPIBE. 

*P^eodosiaa code^^|g^|8y^ ^nder a variety of c ha r 
titles, tire which ffi^^^umed ia the 

■£fovemmenMli^^'^r®®tibolic chu^^- 
Butt] 


i^n of the spiritual and temporal nixtinction 
povvt^^^p^hhad never been imposed on thefree rima^ and 
spkjiiifftf Greece andliomftwaftiB^aduced and cMi- 
hrmed by the legal estdiilishineDto^ 

The oOiee of supreme pontiff, which, 
ctfiNmua to that of Augustus, had 
been exercised by one of the most eminent of the 
senators, was at length united to the imperial 
dig^i^^ '^R&^H^ist^^te ef the state, as often 

his 


at. ]^ome <H in the provinces, who c]aimed%i^H^ 
sacred character among men, or a more intimate 
communication with the gods. But in the 
clu'istii^^Ufcb, wlpch entru^ the service of the 
■ ’ " = ^ * “ ^ consecrated mi- 
nisters, th^moharchVw^se kaa 

honourable than that of the meanest (feacoa,.W^ 
seated below the rails of the sanctuary, and con- 
founded with the rest of tlie faithful multitude.® 

^ See tfe epistle of Osius, ap. Athanasium, rol. i, p. 840. 
'riu pnbBc .remonstrance rstiich, Oaiiu. was i«»e4 adiftW .loi - 
tlu^f^n, contained the same principles of ecclesiastical and civil 
which be had sccretlj Instilled into the mind of the. 



^r^^y^.^sstie Olemoires de I'Acadcmic des Inscriptions, 
tom. sv, •]gi..j JBi6 1) has evidently proved, that Augustus and his 
accessors ex^Sitd in person all the sacred functions of pontifex 
mK$^us, or Ugli^^iest of the Roman empire. 

• ^pisthing df .a emitraiy practice had insensibly prevailed In the 
ghutcB-MT Cmist^UiaiD^I btrt the rigid Ambrose commanded Tb^ 

doaiss 



XX. 


THE ©a«ilNE Al 

CB A p. The be saluted as his 

fe, ;|^he owed a filial duty and 
^iy^l^hers of the church ; and the samt^paeks ' 
ci^^)ect, which Constai^lne had paid to th%^- 
Mois of s^ts«pd«aB^sS6rSr#^ soon exactedbjr 
the pri^ of the episcopal order.P A secret con- 
fikt between the civil and eccleai^^^^l^risdic- 
tions, embarrassed the operatitms of the 
government ; aap^nar was alarmed 

laity was, indeed, familiar to many nations of an- 
tiquity ; and the priests of India, cd* Persia, of As- 
syria, of Judea, ofjEthiopia,of Egypt,andof Gaud, 

i.,- These 



themselves to the manh^ ’and gov4rhmcbt of 
theHr;re^ective countries but the opposition or 


dosius to retire below the rails, and taught him to know £ffer> 
cnce between a king and a nieat. See Tbeodoret, L T,;e. 1& -i . • 

Toofat’ r aarfiri d ' ihb'i^tKai tly ittehdant, and gave U to’Wp^ 
bjrtl^hliinMlppie^l^Cm he aUewed the erapenur to dc^t the 
empress wafted-Oia HuinM'^^ Snlpicins SenzalifiM''^iU^S‘* 
Martin, c. S3, and Dialo^e ii, 7. Yet it may be^^hpk'’t*iikli& 
these extraordiaaiyr compliments were paid or the 

s^e The honours usually granted to fbeiUKinit, dhnacter may be 
seen in Bingham’s Antiquities, L ii, c. 9, and y^aiek. ad Theodmret, 
l^i7ie. &’ See the Imt^tty ceW a noi A d 'jiiB^^E&ntius, bish^Of 
%^^'ia|wsedd(tttmcmpicss..TBttAilik‘^ des EmpenM^ 

MS tta^AT'iUaPtlfMtaHs, informs us,vthat the 
priests, were 




OF THE EMPII^. 


2gi 


csjfltempt of 
discipline 



tocementttoe cit&f. 




The chrisiS- 
jistrates, 
a pecfi^ri'eftinirrvaDd to 
policy of tlxeir repul^^by a 
cel^ er ilatrs, the con^^_ 

of the people, and the pFactio^'i^^ttM^Hlini^d 
years. Constantine einbr»^tl^1ii|ii# 

ttfe*<l^tiahs, he seemed to contract a perpetual 
alliante with a distinct and independent society ; 
and the privileges granted or confirmed by that 
b^UirAici^sea^ afi^^epted, not 

jBittr--^aBidhiBalienable^^tertn&?*^^^^^^^^ 
order. 


-.-The catholic church *was adriunisteraiTByifestatc of 
spiritual andlegal jurisdiction of eighteenhundred under'tiT 
bishops of whom one thousand were seated 

the Latin, p^o-* 

of their respective dinrr~niHnrtiipli|tiTr^fti|y]^ 
aocidentally decided by the zeal and sneeeBftir^ 
first missionaries, by the wishes of the people, and 
by the propagation of the gospel, Episcopal 
churches were closely planted along the bante of 
the Kile, on the safc«past.pf:^ 


emperorfc 



■' 't* ^ 

njjers are not ascertaii»ed. ^ ,SmS|^ 

;; for the partial lists of OifrviHiecali^iBna^^^ 
The patient diligence of Charles a S*f 
Fwlo, of Bllg^^enius, and of Bingham, has labcrioosl; investi- 
8^d all tho^^li^jl^ai sees of the catholic church, which was almost 
W^^ensurate i'#|^ .U,e Homan empire. The ninth book of the 
Anti4tlil^^«^ 

accurate map of ecclesiastical geog - 





THE- ;ra(*LINE 


CHAP, consular through the soutfir^ {^inrinces 

of bishq)s of Gaul and S{>^t, of 

'EhKjCef-and Pontus, reigned over an am^'tia'- 
i^li^,and delegated thap.raral suffragans to* ^e- 
' (Ste the subbndiiid^duties of tl^ pastoral office.' 
A Christian diocese might be spread over a pro- 
vince, or reduced to a viHagte ; Mit’aH’ti^biriiops 
possessed an equal and indelibte character : they 



paratMoy the policy of Constantine, a new and 
perpetual order of ecclesiastical ministers, always 
respectable,aometnnes dmigerous, was established 
in the church and state. The important revietv 


of their station and attriii^Mes may Bedbtributed 


IV, Ciril jurisdiction ; v. Spiritual censures ; 
vr, Mmcise of ’public oratory ; vir. Privilege 
of legislative assemblies. 

t. Election i. The freedom of elections subsisted loi^ after 
of biehops. tiig, ptnJMiihtrteBt of Christianity j* ^,1^ 


* Os Ou mral bidiope, or C ia repiK x rpi, voted 

in synod*, and cotifisndtbemltMsr orders, see Thonossii^.btBeipaM 
de I’Eglise, tom. i, p. 447, && and Chardoo, 
t(»ib V, p. SS6, tcc. They do not appear fitrdfe-ifiMtfr. century ; 
and this equivocal character, which liade<*WiijtUM6 jeidOny of the 
prelates, was abolished before the end of the WSiSh both in the East ■ 
and Oe West. " 

' * 'Thamaasio (WsriplbK de Mta^ E, I. ii, e. ' 

p. aiS-VSl) bat eopioaiO' traaledar Oaeieetian of bishopa during 
the fiiat centnriet, hath Jo ihw Cast ahd in the West; Sot he 
shews a My facUal Siaa in (Moor of (he episcoptf .dristoerwy.^, 
Bingham (L iv, & S) ia OMdaraie; and Charunn (Hist dea Sltt^ 
mfoi, tom. r, p, 108-138) is very clear and concise. 



OF THE SMPmS, , 28S' 

the church the jpti. chap. 



Injects 

vilege which had lost the republic, of 
' choosing th^vere bound 

to as a bishop had tdoseddiis eyes, 

issued a commission tc^ mie of 
e;;xacant see, aid 
{H«pare, within a limited time^ tJK.'&tii!e.«lec> 
tion. Th#, jr%ht of voting was vested M Ai^Bi 
S0m e^gy, who were best qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates; in the senators or 
nobles of the city, all those who were distinguished 
by finally in the 

dj^^J( 0 @hod in multitudes from the most remise 
parts of thfe^BjoaiEv’^.^idid 
thekhunultuous acclamations, the voice of reasim 
and the laws of discipline. These acclamations 
might accidentally fix on the head of the most 
de^^yiflg cQv^^t^pr, of some. aaci(mt presbyter, 

was solicited, especially in the greai aiui ^nii^ 
cities of the empire, as a temporal, rather than 
^ a spiritual dignity. The interested views, the 
M^sh and angry passions, the arts of perfidy and 

yJbloody violence which had fi>rmerly dis- 
fihe freedom of election lD,tho homientu^ 


XX 



• Incre^oli^jlDijhitudo, Aon solma a eo oppido {Towrty, sed 
ea«lii ex vicHilKt(^#>us ad sudragia ferenda convenerat, &c. Sidpi- 
ctaaSweros, in 'Vit. 'MaOiA- c. 7. Tbe council of Laodleea (canon 
xiif>F^tpbits in(>ba.nn4.tHmalu ; and Justinian confines the right eC 
afectioa'lo the nohUilii: ^fraO. fxxiiii I. 



1 m , the 

CHAP, wealths and Rome, too o^fio^gj^nced 

the cho^*rf the successoiscf the apostles. "While 
one^^iie candidates boasted the honouai^>^,his - 
a second allured his judges by the»4N^* 
&cAes 9!' a plaa^ul table, aud a third, more 
guilty than his rivals, offered to share the plunder 
^ the church among the his sacri- 

legious hopes.*. Tl» civilas weUns eccle^a^feieal 


^^jf^SKfii^tjohs of age, station, &c. restrained 
in some measure the indiscriminate caprice of the 
electOTS: -The authority, of the provincial bishops, 
who were assembled in the vacant church to con- 
secrate the choice.trf' th&pee{^ was interposed to 

tlteir mis- 





biaWwatae^BiQ^^i^t^adnuttediasafond^ . 

maxim o( religious policy, that c^old 

be imposed on an orthodox cbiut^, without the 
consent of its members. Ther €*apePors, as the 

■ The epistles of Sidimus ApoIIini>iea^,;S5; vii, 5-9) 

MMoe of the scandds of the Gillieilaifilktidti vm Gaul was ten’jpfei- 
lesscDRtipt ttan the Baib;;,.’'''* ' ‘ 

' r'hwpuudaiiae srwsnmetiitMeTntfiWhiml by law or ! 

cither UiiWal)^ Ar ttc^itaflrdhdse one of the three AiDd^tes eM 
had been named by tfcf etticr party. '' ' 


r 



^ardians of 
citizens of 


pnmai 
the 



jSx.- 
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and as the C i^p . 
le, might ef- 
aice of a 

sahsolute floon^c^f^igespected 
ecclesiastical elections ; Bod^hile 
;Bi^|ip^|^ii%b(|nours oi 

perpe^ayo^pstrates to receive 

the free suffrages of the people.* 

It was agreeable to the dictates of justice, that 
these magistrates should not desert an honourable 
stati<^j&«a»?:wych4hey.eo^ removed; 

enforce the residence, and t» 
preYentjtiQ^e^aB l ^ti #B» ^ hi l i| i »ii^^^ 
o£^e West was indeed lessrelaxed'diffii tiiBtT^ 
the East; but the same passions which made those 
regulations necessary rendered them ineffectual. 

an^.irela^ fhaye .so 
-••‘-■I - - only 

tD (ixp9.se their cotuititiik j 
iildiscpetlon,' ■ -it " " v- '- 

II. The bishops a1dh:“: posfssed the faculty 
spiritual generation ; and thii^jextraerdinary pri-the derar 
vS^ge mi|^t compensate, m^sbm^ ih!^^» for the 



— quoted li; Thonosahi 

6, p. 704-714) apixtar to be ertnbtdiiia^' ■®*s “ 
oppression. The coDfimistiaii of the ^ 

Ajexandrift^n^MSpned by Philostorgfus as a raarejregular proi,**^* 
(Hist. ICcciei £ ii, 11). 

* (!•• datgy during the first five or six centurief^ 

is a snli^ of liiscifB^^. iqtieed of ronlruirersy, which has hens ^ 
vtry diligently examiniti, Sit in particular Tbomaasin, Pltri|^a 



•IMW , ¥His- 

CHAP. 'as a length as a po^R^lSWigation, 

^ 'Ffe te^^ns of antkjaify, which es^bBlfeed a 
^ order of priests, dedicated a hd^H^aie, ^ 

or family, to tfe|»»petual service #^ie 
j^s.'’ . &K& iiM^fSSMbns Ware foonded for pbs- 
sessloh, rather than conquest. The children of 
the priests enjoyed, with ia^ent 

security, their sacred' inheritance; and the'i^yr 
spirit of entbH:ria|lil^$^^a8dted'% th<|. cares, the 



felons c • '•(: ’.rte, who aspired to its heavenly 
pro*:! c t- jporcl possessions. The office of 
jniests, like that of soldiers or magistrates, was 
stren'oC J .::7 exercised by those men, whose temper 
and abilities had pPt«ftpthd-tiieiB -to embrace the 

selected 



proinote the g^oij and interest’ of the church, 
bishops'*' (till the abuse Avas restrained by 

dt TEglise, tcm. ■% L ii, c. lx, Ixi, p, 88&-902, and An- 

tiquities, I- iv, c. 5- by each of these learne^"^^ partial rarities, one 
ll4f tMd ^ concealed. 

>' tMha<«i»ii£iiae !B^4»M t« jp^fJfpn^ra Oa hereditaiyai^eidon 
at nkMluMd *•** Chaldeans, and the 

ediu Wesaelii^). The magi 
luo described }»'At^l*nas as a Tery numerous family: *• Peras^la 
** mulu ad praniens uni eidr.-nqun prosapii niultitadai|(liai^^1Ch!o... 
•• rum enlUbu' dedicata (zxiii, 6).” Auawtfcrfjel d br j w the Stirg^ 
Jlntdhrwa ^ofesaorib. BuidigaLiV); bat ««.liiajr infer from 
the rennw Caesar (vi. 13}, that, in the Cc&ialiidnrchy, some roouEi 

was leP^B*‘°^»>Aooulatkni. 

y* sobjeetof the Toeatina, andBanip^ 'obedience, AA'd^e' 
ia iaborioiuiy dbBBied by XhaUanior (Discipline da PSgiisc, 
J-^«n*^to*bai»=(iii '«w’4th book of hb Antiqiit- 
, andseveathchaptaay. AVhentbb 
brother 


r 


»9 THE 


iSBPtSIS 


cohstrass^^Ms 

rirfiK^, ; and the im^ 

- pcaition /i f jliiW|l^||i KiMto[l]iBsfe<^8fcamifi ' of the 
most yj|||p|ipfele^g ^ rf ciVil The 
the catholic clergy, mofe'''tttiine* 
reglt J^ajpo, ttua ^ exeihptcddb^ 
the emperoii‘3 froui all fieiTice/piilif|iilN|Ui^|^ 
all WHhifi^ ^ces, and all persosial 
^jlMnhe^(nEi8^ whicdi> pressed on their fellow-dS^ 
zens with intolerable weight; and the duties of 
their holy profession were accepted as a full dis- 

to therepublic.^ Each 
bishop .adqtii^^i __ 

thUjl^gfjqilfgtQal obedience of the cl^k"^!^^ 
WnYirlfiftr nf ri ril fi rpS h ’ii i M il ii hiijj j jj 
Wtkits dependent irarishos, formed a regufar'd^ 
p^manent society ; and the cathedrals of Con- 
stantinople * and Carthage ^ maintained their pe- 




' w The charter efidiBvnin^ irhieh' tk^etRl^ei 

Christian emperani, is contained in the 16th book of the Thendnsian 
code ; and is Uhtstrated with tolerable candour by the learned Code- 
whose mind was balanced l^^the a<a|mj«KS(ria«de«»«f a d»Hian 
-iiiito'proitttiM. > ■ '' ' «... 

* 'AsaBkn, Noerftf ^ 

ders, twenty^five 

|%undre<r and twenty-five, iris' ni^fltAfr W|Sg 

^^ror, to relieve the distress of the ciiurch, v'hich 
" ‘ I debt and iieury bj the ezpence of a much bigb- 

j^e Carthaginicosis fere fuingenti vel 
erant lectores infantuli. VictjBC 
9, p, 78, edie Ruinart., 

VOL. in. ' ' : e tenwMit 



CHAP. 

XX. 


TOR- 

calia^ estaWiMliRiPDt of five hundtillBedMbistical 
Their ra^R^rtaad numbets^#^.!^ 
»@i^|^tnultipliedhy thesuperstitionof 

introduced ^ the gpfi^d 

i^remoniM or |e§p^||piple ; and'a 

liHig^'train of priests, deacons, snl^la|Kx>ns, aco- 
^hes, exorcists, reado*^ 
keepers, 

.'tp;- -»##oos 




ecclesiastical throne.'' Six hun- 
dred parabolani, or adventurers, visited the 
ak Alexai^ria; efeyen brmdred.cc^wito, or grave- 
di^ers, hiu'ied the dead at Constantinople ; 
the swams v^bobjagaa^fioiB-^hC^^NIIe, 

lebristian 



■ III. The edict of 


XU. Pro- 

t!^3ia p^ae of the church.* 


the fevchtie as 
The Christians 
not only recovered the lands and houses of which 
they had been stripped hy the persecutp^iaws of 

"• TM irtiNSar of o ort W -xu S ex* t>a» baxa fiatd ia the LfttUi.ehiircb, 
exclusive of the 'tiaMbiiNri' dwrtcter. But the f^ina^r ranke, 
the minor orders, .ore now reduced to empty ^ 

* Sie Cod. Thcodos. L xvi, tit. t, ‘ ttBdrfroy'i Com- 

mentary, and the GcvIcsifuitM^, Bistory d(.;JlUhbuidria, shew the 
danger of these pious institutions, which iif|qa£itnrbed the peace of 
' -that turhnleot capitaL v '--H 

' The edict of Milan (de'ifc.iy-. jC^|Bllh SiBfawlaigcs, hyM^tfi^, 
niated w iTBaSp^^PpIMXty. jus corpo^j^i". 

'' ' PvtineaUhL Such a 


suIeaAtl 

all tjie trUitinaipaaet 


pstratc must hashheon rcceMlA 
tfllji’of civil Ian . 




OP THE SMFIHS. 

j ■" »' • I 

Diocletian, but|||ip«i^P^!^<j[ a perfect title to all 
the posscssi(n ^|fi fcch tbey h^ |utherto enjoyed by ^ 
the coaDj^lj^|lifcb,l^^4n^istr8te^.^;As soon as 
christsMSilliili!^ the religion of.. tJte . emperor 
an<M^^|>ti%> the national clergy ^ight claim 
^djaatiBit ^d.^ourablojigigajUg ; and the 
payment of an annual tax 
the peophr" more nppri>wsivp tijpfodip*^ 

jNhi^ superstition imposes on her votaries. ' mii 
as the wants and expences of the church increased 
with her prosperity, the ecclesiastical order was 
idr.aod enpghi^ Ji)y the voluntary 

oblations 

edti^^^Mdan, Constantine"^imnte^ 
subi^ah!iri|N^§E^amd 4< a ^^ 
l^i^athing their fortunes to the holy cawo^c 
,oh«rch;‘ and their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was checked by luxury or 
jyith a ^ofiugo stream at tiie hour 
Christians Vere 



An absoluteo 9 |^DpiBi|i,^jKho is 
trimony, may be charitable without merit ; and 
Constantine too easily believed that he should 
•furchf^ the favour of heaven, if he maintained 
the idle at the emorace of the i 


among t&e »uni$j^, wealth of the 

Ucentiam aanctittiino Ca^^ce (tajaue) 
>eedeiis bononna quod optavit rdinquere. 
ii, le^ This law was published at Borne. 
.Constantine might foresee the farobabUl^ 
the East. ^ _ 






^2 r TTftlE Jit 

c¥ap. to Afrim tiiiiteof Maxentius, en* 

trlistM liSi^ 'an episfe'^^ '-Gsecilian/*!^^^ «if 
The emperor acquaints himj 
tisrfKfers of the pro viniaB fe fe iiSrected to pay^lilfii 
M¥ands1(|^«dB^^^®ffinK or 

eighth thousand pounds steriittg, Tihii to obey 
his farther rr ipiiiftinfi-f for f1Wr*ilti||rtr i'pf |Jii 
churches of HifthhMa^^ aB(0'Maurifehy? 



to'suppry the fuiui of ecclesiastical charity, and 
“the persons of both sexes who embraced the mo- 
nastic life, •became the pecdiarfavoai^tes of their 
sovereign. The Christian temples of Antioch^ ^ 

'&c. dis- 

am- 


Alexaiodriak 

a.:..' s4n^t^ 




Mhoiirs of atotiqu^.* The folTn of these re 
iigioo9’^^cltfi(^%as ample and oblong ; though 
they might sometimes swellihto the shape of a 
dome, and sometimes branch into a 

tooif wari 

> Eusebius, fai Vlt. |g^ 

He repeatedly expatiates on tbe liberality of b^, 

irhitli the baii^ himself had an opportumtrde'^lipH^iMii'dad even 
of tasting. .* 

■ Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. I. z, e. S, 3, b . ,.3^''hU|d^ of Ca'sarea, 
atudiad d^l gratiOed the taste ti Vs^MaMar, pninnunced in 
ftiMfc an elabofato dtscilptiaa of-rWS'iiHiHfilniif JerusiJom (in VtC 
c. iSf. It nolliingir 1* has inserted in the 

a^h, n i ili ll ■a tl iiint of the amiftecture 
church of tbojair apostlai 

at Coiiitant irfcti i rttar> -<,"<lft>'*'’'- ^ 


THR, 


ss; and the 


1 silver^ of sHit a*N^ilSj were 
Seated tpj^e seryke of tfef^lliir si 


with tiles^ 
the cedtu 
rariega 
meat 


tile solid !^d i^ri^tu^ 

two centdri^' 

.^B^ntine to. that of Justinian, the 
hundred churches of the empire were enriched by ■ 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prince 

,si&ii|Hid{£d 




were placed at an equal distitfiife 
between liohieft and 

^•tbeir. wealth insensibly rose wWi the'd^aify 
and opulence of the cities which they governed. 
An authentic but imperfect “ rent-roll specifies 



of Italy, Afifea; and‘tfae-£^^ 

besides a reserved rent of oil, linen, pa|)er, aro- 
matics, &c. 8 clear, annual cev«ne W twenty- 
two thousand pieces of gold, or tw^ 

Jastininn. NoveU. Gxxiii,8.. ..J^MKWW’Of the pmriandisi 
^^[|i»most nealiliy bidhop:., imot eotpn^^: the 
valin^^^ of a bishepric U stated at Uer^ lotreat atSfisa, 

poundR'^aj^l^d ; the medium Bii^ be tahetk-MJanees, bBtrthese 
laluationraf^mach tieluw the real value. 

• .See BaraMi^ (Ann.'il. Eccles. a. ». 3S4, No. SS, SS, 70, 71). 
towy re«)riE'‘®fiai^^mes from the Vatican is justly suspected^ 
ra|'|»fae imeient and autbeotic colour ; and 

at ledtt evident^ tha^ If Ibi^ged^ they were Ibrgod m a 
JkrmSf not kingdomMf were the objects of papal avarice. 





mt 

Chap. 

XX 



pounds SI 


THE k§: 

In the a£re of dnd 



th^ J^’Ionger deserved, the unsuspectihj^lMtfi- 
d^B^ of their cler|gr nittf people. The eilfe 
siastical revwK^ didfc^e^ivere divided 

into fbur parts ; for the respective dses, of the 
bishop himself, of his inferiM* 
and of the public worship; afld thd abuse of itfiii 
sacred ixitst wis 



Ke^atc.'^ 

Tlie clergy of Rome, Alexandria, Thessaloiiica, 
&c. might solicit and obtain some partial exemp- 
tions; but the premature attempt of the great 
council of Rimini, which aspired to universal 
freedom son of 



9‘ See Tboauuiiny Di£ei|tfne de tom. Hi, ]. ii, r. 13, 

14, S&dr70^ Tbe l^a! division of the ecclesiastical revenue 

does mk iq^ipear to have been established in the time of Ambrt^e 
«nd Chrysostom. Simplicius and Gelasfus, who were* bishops of 
Rome m the latter part of the fifth cxntury, mention it ia their pas* 
toral letters as a {eaeral law, which was already confirmed by tba 
.t:'- ■ '■-■‘f- 

^ Ambrose* tte inoet etreiiuow asserter of eeclesiastical pri^eges, 
• n^ur w. the payment of the land-tax Si 
« tribatum prtit Mopenitur, nim segamus; agri 
tributum ; aolvimus que sunt Ceeearis Cir -ari^ , 

*' Hwa tribotam Cmsaris eat; non iin,iiliii to 

batopret this tribute as an art cd'cbaiify' Alty (Annal. 

Eccles. a. n. 387) ; but the wordt, if mit- tbi: iiliei&itt of Ambrose, 
Wenume candider explained I 7 Thinintadill’l^i^^ne de I’Egiig^ 
- taib.-Uf, 1 . 1 , c. 3A, p. fi« 8 . " 

* nSAiioiinen* i^imdo taper ee^bxianiDi ct clericorom'jndvSe- 
giia baUto, uiqM to dixpedUn progressa est, u|„ Juga quae 

viderentur aideeMerintn ijeJ Ufi j afe V k publiej functione- Aarent in- 
qiiietcdine deela^ntc ; quo^'boatra \idetur diidiim saorUn repu^sne- 

Cods 



erected their.^* 
* .common law. 


dent 

[time, of accident, and of 


Constan-"* Cirfi 


WaSticn. 


seemed 

rtietSdofjd -character.* 1, Under ^ a 
government, the bishops alone enjoyed and as- 
serted the . inestimable privilege of being tried 

-igglji^iglll^^eir guilt or innocence. Sucli a^tri- 

Cod. TheodTl^^^*^. ii, 

'’^^Sliiiltliaiielht.'snch practical otcrit mi^t have BtanedKj^'iMMie 
- ^deutatWe heresies. 

* From Eusebius (in Vit. Constant. 1, iv, c. 87), and Sozomep, 
(1. i, c. 9) we are assured that the episcopal jurisdiction was ex- 

>iyM i «Mit li 4, ny ^the ftixewyat » j^^l«)^^a 
ThentoHiui 


*#«*<► was a Iinr}WPap:.wcB«*'«r g| i nn < n > > ii r , :|>n)^ ''PiaWUi. t 
of Constantine (Esprit dea Loix, 1. xxix, c, IS), wtthovt- intimatlDg 
any suspidoo. 

* The subject irf s wcica i n jtti c a l jurladiji^ij>^lia» heea invatved in a 
''t.ipistotfiNdeo, of prejudice, of interest. Two of the iaiicst 
bhdes which Wwaitata into my hands, we. the 
_j^w, the Ahb£ de 

Their modcraaah?ii|d4l»’'''eilMsUfsitiutian i^weB-as 
dfj^fjieiper. Fleury was n French eedeeiutie, who «m|«om',ilie 
anrti^mjf of the parliaments ; Giannoiic was an ItaBan h«^,'wSo 
draaWnl^power of the chnseln And .here let me tdwrye, that 
as the propositions which I advasoe are the result of mosjt 

partieolar aiailn^erfect facts, 1 must either refer the reader to those 
itlodern aulheita who have expressly treated the subject, or swell 
Aw. notes to'aS^lipifnnhle and disproportioned size. 

„ 4 , .-. 4 '. 




THfe DBeiaNE ANJfefJkJA 
CrtAp. buna], un!es&ifeiir8& infiamed by pefcwwMIi ^g^nt- 
^ ment or religious <Usc(^ iilt^t be Is 
or pfutial, Ip tlte«acerdotd tuder : 




. - ^©rndal ; and tKb 

fl was edified by bb j^U^^tpclara- 
iion, that if he. surpi^d a^ 
adultery, he shpuM C8ithis4^!^peri^ inalrt^l^^ 
the ,e|)isc^>a]i 



d^ently with^3ti^,J|eiiBP the cog- 
nizance of a secular Judge. 

puiiidunent ^ and. the gentle^ correction, .whipj^ 

i-li _ -a' *'4- ' . r *■«- 'C.* •^IfuT •t-i-.kJV 1,4 k. J.ir.'l" 




> Wliie%ct«a5BBf 

^ fej BlN y44 yiWHdr^ from an Jionoiirablo 

and beneficial profession, the.]ipni9P magistrate 
drew the swoid of justide; without any re^l^, to 

appeal or delay, the epi«;opa1[ decrce&jil^ill^ Yh* 
lidity had hitherto depended on the 

Parties. The coiivereio^.;;,icf 'f^.'Si^^trntes 
themselves, and ef tbe\Wfaeie> e^j^^'inight gr»- 
dtuily remove the of the chi^^ 

u Tiniw^^jjj||j|^^|j|||ahfc^|||||. j'|hrti iiis, Thcodoret, .Ac. the 
Mntiments and ^ MMaaitine. Mem. Ecclee. loni. iii, p. 

749 - 7 o«. 

#’ 


0*"THE 



iest^tai 


0' the trftalfts^iCir €^jk§#; 
tteeri^ tlw^t ^ . 
|oyed toe 


iw<ei!Trtipt^%p?jtoe 

c^^aver asM^gei^ 
i l^vitege^' 

iPli»irtWt»to#i^stiah temples* mid escfiatt*^ 
ed, by the liberal pietjr of the younger Theodo^ 
a«s, to the precincts of consecrated ground * 

ppittuts, were 

permitted to 

ministers. Tte 

ttth^ 6f the most eminent subjects might be 
pfotedted by the mediation of the bishop. 

tieeina^td'toe^* SptrU 

^ ^iM^:pebancew^®“' 



dence/ 

,»§eeCod.’liieod...I. ix. tit xlv, leg. 4. In the works of Fra. 
<;tfpste. F- *«•) **>*«- ^ursc on the 

and limits of sanctuaries. He justly observe, 

numher rhmly 

als of a single city. . ■ - ...•■easv^- - Vk. /- ■ y.. 

litentiai jiuisprudaooe was i*T' 

councils. But as laany casts wijre still left to the 
p 9 , they occasitaially , puBlished, after the cx- 
prielor, the rules of discipline which they 
Among the canonical epistles of the fourth 
|,&eat were the most celebrated. Th^ 
Tttf Beveridge <tom. ii, p. 47rlS|^ 
■ ■ ' « 




the reigD of the younger TheoffosIusT^he^^litc, 
jthe^iiofMit'^^rnesius, one of the descendants of 
Hercides/ filled the episcopal s^ of Ptolemais, 


and an tranilated to jChirdoa. Hist, du Saenntci^ ‘tbilLiT, 

'• ,/ ■' ' ■-"''i*;* 

at), cravtan ^^traon 

that they a sentence it exsO mmiS iSts S otk^ : bt 

hit opinion, erta a roy^ bead is not jsafe froBLdWMlI^Swi-'nfthe 
Tatkan ; and Uie cardinal shews himself i9ilid^p^.cdiuistent than 
the lawyers and theoIo|pans of the OtliiEan dureb. 

* The long series of his adeetton, as h^b &' Eurysthenes the 
first Dork king ot.Sparta, iBid’tke desrent from Har> 

ts^, was insetibed in the pnUic r ^ M j ^' j^Cyreniie, a LaettfaiS& 
<Sy«eK Ifpin. flii, Wt Fetav.) Such a' pun 

a^lili(i|((kia8 adfMMd ini^^ years, without adding 

the ofaiiot he equalled in Dm history of 

mankind^ • ' ■ 





of THE 

Mar the ruins 
losophic 


4 

and thoflii* 
the cha^ ^ 

ractCT 

monster of Ob]n^4te^pesi- 
is, who abused the authori^^ef a 
e, mseeii^ ^iiKIMiaii^ ppM mm! 

|^^Si«sriaege.^ After a finsd^4lieii|t 
the haughty magistrate by mild imd 
religious admonition, Synesius proceeds to inflict 
the last sentence of ecclesiastical justice®, which 

■ : 4 '/“ ■' .~ 

<■ Synesius (ds 1 



t<ni;ure. 



raamsso* »» w*«k *« xurnpm, ««1 /aym tfumh. 

Ftolemais, a as • 

metropolitan honours of the Fentapelis, or Upper Libyo^ 
wire attenrards transferred to Sozusa. See Wessling tiinefar. 
■p. «7, 68, 732. Cellarius Geograph, tom. ii, part ii, p. 72-74. 
Carolus a S“ Paulo Geograph. Sacra, p. 273, d’Anville Geographie 
Ancienne, tom. iii, p. 43, 44!. Memoires de I’Acad. des Inscrip* 

tpxtB ; he was incapable of 

believed the resurreefion ; and lip refused to predcfa'^jMi^ilfr -the 
people, unless he might be pennittdd to philotopitse at home. Theo- 
philus, primate of Egypt, who knew his merit, accepted this extra* 
ordinary compromise. See the life of Syaeiiiis in TiUemont Mem. 
Sedes. tnn. zii, p. 498-654. 

* See the invective of Synesius, J^iat. teii, t^I94.r^g 
nmUon of Andronicus 

! province. The IniAlrjittKQtaa^tiMIUre are carieuaty ^e> 
vufX^in, or press, the 

and the that'vuii^ty pre»<d or 

a, the feet, the nose, the earsi and the lips of the 

victims. 

,*.The sentaoM of excommunication is expressed in a rhetorical 
s^^^ (SynesilUb Iviii, p. 201-203). The method of inrph> 
iag v4«ie fami^aa^ Somewhat unjust, was improved inM ^ 

tional intmdicta. ' ^ <. 


cbar dewitSt AipwriMfeus, with bis 


siaBers,raore cruel tbasl^sA^is 
«|^imacberib,JBifflre^M»teBi^Te th^Var,fi^^ 
Itebce, tuieidepiw of the 
aameraBd' privileges of cbristiaiis, ttf ^tte partici- 
pation of the sacrarb^b^ 
paradise, llie e^cheiitfr' the clergy, 


conitn^oh offices of life, and the decent riles of 
burial. The church of Ptolemais, obscure and 
coatemjptifaje as she' may appear, 'addresses this 
declaration to all her sister churches of the wprti; 

^adthe 


terrors were enforced by a dexterous aj)j[)llcatioii 
t»tiMNSj%ant{ne court ; the trembling president 
implored the mercy of the church ; and the de- 
scendant of Hercules enjoyed the satis&lc^n of 

and’ examples, 
e^ Roman 

who have trampled on the necks ' ' 

Ti. Free- vi/Every popular goverpnw^'^witfpfeienced 
the effects of rude or The cold- 

pnaebin^ iia^amiaaidmated,^eh.Q|iH^^onismavei4 




X 


Eae>n». 

and eadb|hi|j|g8H^ifti|ed by his Oitra pds^ cmm- 

SaO^Sy ‘ ^.IfeO ovvn<Hdliifaiaanirv XSC* 

The miB 
goguei 

CUl 



sdoie^Aiihe dema* 
fifidllietii'&uBesjtf IteEiiei the 
ng, which seems to constifcale^ 
t vhoui Bcrih' 

biteBi introduced into the 1 i'iM[iflni ‘efftlil!t|tipj7iii>l,, 
the-^iHi«9te9ii^batrcfas were jteger torafeiytiyiiiBi)^ 
hlilir^imhd uf ^pular eloquence, tiH the pipits 
of the empire were filled with sacred waters, who 
possessed some advantages unknown to their pro- 

of the tribune 

aTw ii y;j(^^ ilful and resolute antagonists ; a]^' 

accidental support from the' conflict of hoitilbs^ 
passions. The bishop, or some distinguished pres- 
byter, to whom he cautiously delegated the powers 

whose mindU had 
the awfid cere* 

strict subordination t»f the catholic church, that 
tiie same concwted sounds ani^ii is«ie>.at once 
frina an ‘hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt^ if they 




assin (Discipline tom. h, , 

p. and Bingham (Antiquities, eoL 

111 )- was considered a.s tliu.inost im|x>Oant uBirr of the 

bishop ; bOMBKtSnction n-as sometime* entrusteiUo -siieh preslntors 
as Chrysostom tB^^augustin. 

^IJneen TCIjz.ibe(h need thi.- ovprcs.ion, ar-d praitiscd lii.i .ir;, 
she wisJied^i)*f|]^^ hs iIh: Tn.itfLs oi lier people in favour, 
of any ditiwriliiiaiy^tfjtlgz^ .^goseri.a.eiit. The hostile effe^ (*“' 
thts were apprelsendfd by her successor, and severely fej^ Jbjfe# 


/V 

THS ipCrUNB 

CHAP. AlexandiifS^pii^ate. The de^g» insti- 

^^^ -tution,|!ri9 laudable, but the fruits wa«m)fealways 
The preachers recommended 
the socid du^tiiesi^>but they exaltc^4he 
’^perfection of.iaoniiitie virtoe, which is painful to 
tte’individual, and useless to marddnd. Their 
charitable exhortations bebrayie#>iygep^|f^W.ish, 
that the clergy mi^t be permitted to mmt^ 
the wegfebh ^>>he bp^t of the 



re mixture of metaphysical subtleties, puerile 
rites, and fictitious miracles; and they expatiated, 
with the most fervent zeal, on the religious me- 
rit of hating the adversaries, and obeying the mi- 
nisters, of elm^. -‘Wbea tibe {mUic peace 


hajw of sedition. The understandings of their 
’C!ME^p«gation8 were perplexed by mystery, their 
passions were inflamed by invet^ves ; and they 
rushed from the Christian tmples of Antioch or 
eitb oaffert^ tod^kt 
iBiUlyTdma. of taste^silKten- 

the vehmtott de- 
clamations of the Latin bishops ; ^l^p^j9ie omn- 
pesitions of Gregory and Otas^lfi^lifliave been, 
compared with the bmsI i^[d^fidd6odels of Al- 
' :tkv<ar at lea$t>.of jOiaiiiiidBi*, « 


“ Wh«o i^it, dram, ecdaft^tf,’* &<;, See 
>haai,jfi’tSL . .y'*-' " 

'• » g i>; a»w gcd. tliat, as tli^ ime des^ktt 

of the OP'IMiAtliidlli'lbjf. endeavoured to acguhrt iht artalj^ib* 
^ueoce* 



sK v’ • 

OF THB g<p|ir. WPIM. 

cFtr. Tl^ ' I liljiliilin ii I .tjf 1 1 1 1 cbristiasF&f 

public n^rrrmbli|ft#>^hr sprii^ and ^ 

the disKi^i 6 e»«B 4 |^ati<m 

thi^|||^ppj^andre^,a]e^ twentj proviuctSiNl^iyil^asseinbUes. 

yorig^^g ^^<lliht#toiv,ftr,qietrotH>^ 
tan, was empowered, by the latirtyf 
suirragaiV-h^pps oi' his province^ 
fSMi^e^ to;viitd^£^e their rights, fo^deelare 
faith, and to examine tie merit of the candidates 
who were elected by the clergy and people to sup- 

jmcnre 


Uisemldy ^ their dependent bi^^fis. - Boiitiffi 
^^vocation of great and extraordinary synods 
was the prerogative of the emperor alone. When- 

Ithia 
j jper^ptory 

sipundps^J^ the 

^vince, witlk«i«to*deFferj_^ 

and a competent dlowance for the expences of 
their journey. At an early jjerhld* Wb«n Con-*, ^ 314. 
i^lAtine was the protector, inther than the 

pjll fep yersy to the 
bfe mijM f York-, of Treve^ ’ 


* Kiie, in tl» fimrUi, afth, sfUb, and «eveiah,'ea- 

has n^fepme fandamental regolattfiis eoacaning synods, 
SMUSopolitais^. The Niceae canons have been variousljr 

abused,' ^ligr|A|Bted, or forged, according to the interest of 
tbedctaj. The 'IhAaitioBraia churches, assigned (by Rnfinn^ |tf 
the bishop of aume, hilSe-liM Made the subject of vehemsM 
yers;. Sinaoni qpaj^''«Ml|,.ry,.f,.l..*38. 


A. P.325, 


e tongue^.MJB ^^e comm^ 
in Qr Western cburcb.' 

^0imards, « and celet»i||^ 

tiSseml^ ^.iliieem iBithynia, to 
^^Ogni^, by tbeir final sub^ 


of the Trimly.^ 




'"’tiS9^iiraPnnd forty-eight persons ;“* the Greeks 
appeared in person; and the consent of theXiafeis 
«ira» tl|«Si4e|p(tes^ pon- 

tiff. The session, which lasted abouttwo moQi^ 
vas-cfiwcnaadli^hiiBmBidM^^ the 


vwmim u, - |yi> 

*■ 


l^iHiftWi ie iB Nrfth patience, and spoke with mo- 
desty ; and while he mflui»ieed 4iie-delmtes, he 
humbly professed that he was the mhaia^r not 


fgrfwiiii »prareace.of an nbsidute 

■ Wc have only thirty-three or rorty-acyeiv,Jj|i3^4i'^ •ubecrip- 
tio& rtbt-aao, a writer indscd.oriliiinj||||liiif|^^jf[^a*>* a>v hun- 
dred biahops in the c()iiinil.,of Mem. licelca. 

tom. vi, p. 422. 

■ ■■ Seo-Tiamem, tBm. -’ri* pt PW. Hist, du 

tiM,-i, p. .SZ 9 . TU 

It* »n i BLi i a i #ltH^ ] S! ( S^ !> I>- **0. ver>..rMKk), 

' an orthodcHt oeMen cpis- . 


■ Sec Bn 


1. iii, c. 6-21 ; 'IKlemont M> 


Sedesiastiques, tom. vb p. 669-759. 


i . 


’6P THE «pia? SKPH^B. " 

monarch towai5^flpii»il)ltel^;Hnanne(lassembljof cm/kv, 
lus own sul^fi^cmi only iM^^SBinnked to the re- ^ 
spcct with)lri3^1||||pEwfe^b Iteetf treated by the'^”***' 
who adopted tb6 p<^y of Augus- 
siiacc of fifty years, a philp so- 
qieetatoir hui^ a^a^ 

might have contemplated 
oi Borne, -and Constantine in • the 
Mice.. The fathers of the capitol, and those of 
the church, had alike degenerated from the vir- 
tues of their founders ; but as the bishops were 

o^jHon, they 

sustained 

«MiMtHlli!ie^es opposed, with a manly spirit; 

wishe» af ifieb *r ifr' Ttftii|illl l i l if ti ilii 

mid superstition, crazed the memory of tlie weitk- 
the passion, the ignorance, which disgraced 
these ecclesiastical synods; and the catholic 

totihe 



'' ^‘SiuKitnufi i|^iii^SiW(^'ll^||inr 

Coflciliis. . , . eipiMiter «iiif »u» finaata. ntedictarum w.?... qua- 
tuor synodoijun dogmata sicut sanetas scri]itura« et regiiJas aicat 
feges obaerramo* Joirti^ Koqf 

Lupguea. The w 
pri«KilflW'^%CalHc«nehBri*, the 
pnneipri ^»Mgm»faich relate to tfa»-M%' and eonstjbition of ge- 
Mtiowtr ^y^indal conucaa. The e£tora fsee Preface, 
of **« artide. Thoae wh<y«p|| 
depart to well aatisBod, 


OMSf^WMaae) 


vm,». iii^ 





and promoted their ioterest. Con- 
staiUine gave them security, wealth, hcmcwii^ anA 
xcrengei ^ cwthodox faith 

was considered as the most sacred and imporhaot 


ttm^awttiBudidefafmlege was soon violated; with 
the knowledge of truth the emperor imbibed the 
maxiihs of persecution; and the sects wli^ dis- 


l)7.iliie'’lsHnm{diofduistianity..,(^^ 

tiie heretics, whopreowed 
to dispute ^tropinions,or to oppose A^fjSonauuids, 
were’g«iHy of the most absurdajwtdiifewfeill obsti- 

n from the 



jHnanandieginhe Ministers andeeach- 
ii^ge^;S||Qjjjg:^at!ons from ajafsbiu^fifl 




A 

of ikfiiUi 

tMr^f^kfds 

as tbe cloifj 

of ^tyjiifil^^^, tkeconquest of t!ii6 il^sii pas bM- 

%ith pas!sion M«JrOprd^fi,Cpii^tei® ^ 

^afes tHdir'pdbHc property to the use either of 
the revenue or of the catholic church. The sects 
against whpm ^gji UDer l^. severity was (hrected. 







ndvafraiis, tphd' st'fcftiiy rejdetet 
ll^Ttof repentance; the inarcionitcs and valen- 
^ihils', under whose leading bahnefs the various 
gnostics of Asia and £|^||tba^m%nsibl>: raih^ 


of extirpatii^md nai^j ftast’ ( 

the progTc^, of these odidhS heretie^ #ast^h# 
^ted wi^ih vigohf a 
ligtdatfohs 

, VH. c«»u»»in. 

^ ‘ttOilibul- 
1 tan eawftimieimfm»4i^ T^^ 
this ssc^ji^^ Persia, Before the yOdr STO: R' ft' etmq^' 
hoes; ^uld have penetrated r~~~- 
p i dti rie| » t he y«t I cumot easil; reject I' 

of Diocletten lgtilM(^4lttw«ddwt■% sdUah sujt) 

Bios. Aanal. EocL a. b. 8W>. 

x2 



t 



i-. T - w , *7 II i K. JIJJW' ■ 

najps essential to salvation. By a particular rdict, 
From the general penalties of 
the law;* allowed them to. bo^ a’ ehutth at 
Constantinople, respected the miracles p#tfaeir 

M d ^iiyiridiculed the narnwr ^ ^ts 
of l^is roSf jest ; which, fr^ the 

'"‘■V '*•*»'*' 

enim cum Jimatiiu tupgrtnii'ililSifiiiliiiVi I scctas, 
nanicfaxEoruin ct similium, Sif, Anuaian. xf, 1& ' Strategius, who 
bem this ogoMButMia iSiMnwl the ■Henaate’d' tSimiamu, waa > 
t Maiim of tliir Ariaa Met. He Mtitdjm' counts at tbk 

^^tt^^Saatka. LifaaniM^jgaiAi^^j^^ and pnidBifa 

the general law.ja 'not m~ 
■atediotikWNiiyNlfiaiatWHpriM that inthejei^ 43fc 
tfaa aaeta which it had oondaoKtad were already extinct. 








av ‘]!a^w0As' tfintm.' 

mouth of a beeh recited 

with applf^tfpid 

T he e ^^ Bjli^^dh^tual msMii&ass wMt*r^||^ 
sssailid^Wdu'otte of ConstunthicChs aiMai as the^^T 
^4f^nthis had submitted Afifii^^ids* 

iperfect proselyte. He leara^l 

o£ that great cotintiy, 

itees of Cyrene to the colamns of Hercules^ were 
distracted with religious discord.*' The source of 
the division was derived from a double electron in 

. . . and 
opu]ence,(^ ' 

^€he^iiaDi^d M^'omus were the two 
mates 

‘‘BHtde room for Donatus, whO', by bte 
alulities and apparent virtues, was the firmest 
support of his party. The advantage whidi 



formed, 


* SozoBm^ lX 6.<s:,s«emi^ Li, «. la 

toe bem nupected, but 1 Utialt iyiMi, br 'ea ausiitocat 

teUie noittttei aoettSoe. ,Tbe empe ro e nai teUet l 
« «a», toe abtSb^, “ 

Itoistiso eeets liji' 




matettebfiH-akto port ef fertoieff^lWayTMi^-Be 
jon of Opentus MBeeitoaiur, p nftW i be d (nttk^ ITW^ 
has enricbed it vllb ciitlto MiWk, geagn^Ucal 
records, and an arenrale ahti%;iiieiit ^ the 
M. de fnieinaat to bestowed eit the ftimtto 
(tom si, pm i)> end 1 am iadehaaCW 
4dl the passages of bia i 


Augustiw^ yn,iSi-t§milimilrtmmet, 


XS 


bishops jPNbi^ to the pf ^7 

^l^M^gglj^llt^ecaiajo. ai^d cppsecr«ited Majoring is 
milp^^eped j^4^,p^|pjr of some pf 


sag?^ggiq^barg^a^^apdtumiUtu<WSp^aipPPP »Sg s, 
irjMph iprp mpuf-tM |bas K wipM W ftv ^^Pit^ 


tlfo raleers of Diocletiap. From tbeif 
mutual reproaches, as tve|l ^ from ^ ^ 

t|# JW#!? be inferred 

th^ lots pefsecptioo 


tjf^ in' fnre sueeessire 


t|rtni||i^ *y|piM <rere appointed by the pmperor; 
«Bd fbe wheae procepdipg, ff^ lb# Hiq^ 
tp thp %a| ^nttpce, lusted ab^g tbre#^ ggys. 


I ywijiffi if ilte tgffipow (»^us|p >?Hdif||Mp9R^ s 

ambitus nntrivit; avaritia roboraTit. O^pumT'l- if c. 19. I'hs 
of Furpwi^ u tlwt of « Ajpo^ pifehw t^i^wcanse 

•«!!»?• “W 4S»; ip* 

Qiwji ia«S>5: »“ Wi*8l^ 

brcUuci^ W iyl%B> m 
t^ive ow iii^||«aiop ^ 

*' *Mw4»i t*4iw 5 | |- u i ff im !***^ ▼*! of B w a gf f ^itK^ 

Ifhc. 19. :.• 







OF THB, 



and of 



A 

OMPlilf. 

councibofltoite 

V dl 
was 


Wi 

V. 





'«dai0wl«%ed hy the civil 



The fao^ufs 

v^seai^ibabiiteA to^ i 

thatCc^ttani^iKVrasMitiB- 
fied with inflicting the punishment of exile cm tte 
jwincipal leaders of the donatist faction. As 



iiwidifniti nrfntrf his farootit^ Oaatst ' ’’i'flHhl 
anee. ctf fUsehood euad coitnpticm might imocoiO 
the condemnation of the innocent, or aggravate 



. B. 315 . 


il^ lOilaof a i 

tiler felt ntv Remembered by po ste r it y. 

- But this rnddentt. sp 

aearcc^deannreaa^ai^iii history waaffpedye^g ^ ^ 
of Africa abotra BaWe 

waa^^Htinguished only with ehriatjagiity Itaplf. * 
Thtflil lfcga ble zeal Of freedcmr andfhitatieisilr ahi- 
•mated ll|^^^d[onatists to refuse obedience to the 
B ai hfXT Sy gifa aii kc tioii they disputed,, and wltOse 
sj^E^iat denied. Excluded fin 

the civil and eemmuiaott ef j 

36 # 


^xxr**’ ^»^<My^Biig^gBh«Picated the 


fiadd^l^ie traditoi^ from whom he deiii^^his 
P^l^ed ordiimtiom j^Jiwgf jasMrted witlrUIji. 
fidence, spd:,aliiliai^^& exstti^i^ that the 
aj)(»toikral soccession was intemiptiidt^ Aat aU 
-^bishops of 





and disciplined Thisrigid theory 
supported by the most uncharitable ecmdm^ 
W^neTeehbejr .acqukpd a prosd^rt^ even from 
the distant provinces of the dEast, they care£||j^ 


Bisnoffi, wgms, and evdn 
^i||ililMMtip^i^%^re subjected to the disgrace of 
a public penance>* before th^ eoul4^aitentted 
to the communion, of. the donatists. . If J 


mme oure 
which a temple of idols might 
^Fhey waafaed the pavemcnt» §0lfj§IIS^4^ walls, 

* The cnuiM^ of AiIm, ^itich. -whl confirmed the 

•te and aaodenie ijnctke of the ehn^feej^PpMi. The daiutiMi;,. 

ttJib the dcvl^"-' 

VbiIc St» Cypnn inguv te Scavcii with Jesus CluisL 







'Iteit the I 
•melted the 
eucharist^ 

of isxHMifepillRb ec 

reilgroin fi^ons.‘ TTitHh IiIi 
sMI^idg th» . the 

pilirties, who were mixed aari 
cities^' Africa,' bad the same 
^lllii^lhe i^me seal and learning, the ^lie 
and worship. Proscribed by the civil and eccle- 
siastical powers of the empire, the donatists still 

iB i yi fe i li^ifr^jidknowl^^ the jurkdictkm' 

seiit sometHBes preyed on its own vit^;' widdliie 
bdmm of their schisinatical church was tom by 
intestine divisions. A fourth part of the donatist 

' 

'tihiRd to dei(iii^- jfl wi ir:RaMf: *< 
mankind. ,, -Evm the impercq>tible sect of tiie 
mgatums cmdd atf&aa, bbandh VtBi^ 

when descend to judge the 

iR^W^htfind' 

npadess 


(tf Optatns 

[Oes, tom. Vi, part i, jp. 853. 





He 

He r«T«):ed Aueuatin, the gi^ 


site 










•'■NT'-'Shi-jirf : 




' Plato EiQrjMin pen^mit Ht a 
**^ff^* «9^|CT«t. Cicero de FmibM, v« i 

«ffl preserve t&e eaiditioDal e^ced ttw^iUpir ^eiAus tm 

persuaded many of the Gfarirtiao«teaUtlMK|niP^ mpmtH 

biikiiowi^fMnthdJreirs} bntttes ’ttiivdi^Mim cannot 
eiMM9aed'wit& iha obaenre atete aid niiajiiiiMi''lt*niii 1 1 of the VftpjjiK' ^ 
**^L**^ a cre' yjjjjiiiWe' to Greet 

of PlaUk ' IM Muw- 
X, £p»toI. Crilkk fli; p. life 




9F. TH£ lOWil 

yhicfa j 8 liPfe^»Q^^^ 

execijlii^iill^ feet model,- «td 
a GiiHiMtod tba Fttde and independait Aam. 



iMi&sidties, which 
pM^^af ite-hamaa mii^ 

the divine nature under thethreefiM 
modification ;. of the first cause, the reason or 
k^s, and the soul or spirit of the universe. The tgi* 



mated these i 

jai^;inal principles were represented iaf' 
the platonSc^ajn^iih 

eaeir4ith« bj a my^rious and inefiRtbie genetic 
tion; and the logos was particularly considered 
under the more accessible character of the son of 


been thd 

in the gardens of the aeadony ; mHA-iHSklki-wii 
cording to the nuMre recent disciples of Plata^ 
eoadd n^ be p^feeUy uiidfir^Ood»>'^^Jifter an 
as^uous ^dy of thirty years. 

Jp^ arms of Hms 
E gypt the 




theKbool 
OfirfAiex. 




audria. 

Sefore 


thm < 


vh*]«SBn to Um kacwMet «r tt« I^ChriitSOIL 
ludwartb (lateilMiaii SjQwn, a SS . WP }; 

1. i*, c. iv, {>. SauSQ ; ht Clmm (Eju^ 

Bruckw (Hict. Fkikne^ tm. i, p. CTS- 
■ writers was equal, and their 

may derive instiuctioB ttflk ' 


tfcrir dispute*, and cwrMr^ fiOM tkrir agretano^ 



ettAP. Greeee theological was 

1 less rraerv^ and perhafrtPWiA some 
eats, in the celebrated schoolQf«Atex> 
A (d* Jews ha^^i^a 

Bwite^f^hgMhgflWteerijf the Pt^emies, to settle 
ia new capital/ While tl^lmtt: of the 



the lacratise occii^tkMis ;«f cmnnierce, a-few 

’their 



tdlem^ 

fwith ardour, the theological system of the 
Athenian sage- But their national pride would 
have been mortified Igr a fiur ctmfessioh of their 
former poverty : and they boldly raarked^as'^e 



.. .. 

treatise, which 




J’ 

matfv :■ 

I^hrtb Chri^, a .philosophica 
-JMlBaifiei^rbetrays the style and sentiments of the 
school of Plato, was produced by tte Alexandiiaa 
Jews, and unanimously received as a ynd 

A sihiShr^ttddn ^ the 


- ^ w " ' ’ • r*< ’ , 

" Bruckcr, Hist. niIo9(^. totn. I, p. 1349ui;U}:.,. tbe Aleman. 
Arijui school is celebrated by Strabo (I. xvii) iiiij iiiiinihnnii (kxii, 6)> 
* ;iosepIk AnUflitat. L xii, e. 1-5?' des JuUI, 

7. ' - 

» Cat Uh w%&a at tbe Jewish ^toasoi ^B>py j^°»cbius, 

lU According Tberapeut* -a^gUtd 

'w^, fcueie*,^i^Ti(^i^|Bfc Pbaos«i*,-4ii«B. a,' 
thgt'iaw «tie iwiijlHiiiilS Wat of Plato. - -.■ "" 

Bible, hna. i^-^'SSTT. . 

book of 8Wi[BMSl>b«rMiMI> was received by aMBy tbe 


/V 

\ 


OP THE 


SIT 


tfce Grecian 
of Philo, W; 
part, un 
terial SI 
of 
ol 


es the wo^Okcmm^* 
cotnpos^htffer the mort: 




irerse* 

but j|h<^ applied the chsr«^ie. 

p^Barefas ; and the am 

a visiUe, imd even'i 
to perfE^ those familiar otffices wladl. 
seem incompatible with the nature and attributes 
of the universal cause.* 


.. Jokn, 

as Die vork of ,-Ui^ ii pi ^ i ^q i ^ i>«f y!ll i i ll | h ** 

«Dt« for. want of a hetirew or^nal, it has (jbtained,"wit^ flW 
Uie sanction of the cooncil of Trent.' ' 

^e platonism of Philo, which was famous to a prorerh. is 
proved beyond a doubt by Le Clerc (Epist. Crit. viii, p. 211-2S8). 

eplisv des Juifs, 1. ir, & ^,.has clearly ascertained, that 
the oompbi^ iMAte’ the detth, ^ 


hp.time of darhnesi. 


t)|e koowled^c of Philo is more 

Nlcel). e. i, c. 1 , p. tS. 

'^^Mens agitat molem, ct niagno te coipori mUitf. ' ‘ 

Betides this Butethti smil, Cudworth has discovered (p. ,S6i), ia 
^ Hyli us, Poiphyiy, FlminiiSi an^ as he tUak^ in Plido himself, 
iTsu^rior, q^tual, st^wossatin sod W' tiiie miiTersc; But this 
doahCeesuIisead'’^ Bhanage, and Le CUk, U> «BI 

idle ftiMy of the latter 

Dogmata Theolof^ca, ^ S, j[k fBl. Bid^ 

^.Nicen. s. i, c. 1, p. 8-lSL " nii| iH9iaa.jrin lt,iiw 
was freely adi^ited in thh dU^tifiD tlkdo^. 
1 , c. 16) has a leniarfcaMe and dangamos 
ing, with indiscreet the nature of 
Jehovah, he concludes: Scdieet ut h»c de 
I, si non scripu essest: fortasse mm 

. 



rmaSrnd 

ritisage. 

and the 
fifio'itci non 
credendhlie patre 



xm. 


TnXipixtiNK 

cnA t: ^ Greeks, W^f^eafM&A 

tteiatiiijifetg itte a nysterrow ddetfria^ 

tii»li|fi?*iit%bt pk^Kev but could sot a rs>, 

jMW Mttid. A |H»afik^.er ^stle, 

a lawrfia) domiiilbit 
of ataaitinii;^ anrf tlie tltecd(^ df 
Whsto might befetf for 
tbe ^auaojAicia} tW sc^My, 1^ 



i'llifa 


Ssts.® The Christian revelation, which 
was consummated under the reign of Nerva,.^k 
closed to the world the amaimg secret, that the 
logos, who was with God from flie begiffiti^ 

On^ for 

bom of a virgin, and suffered* death on the cross. 
OiMiieB Ike general design of fixing on a perpetual 
basis the divine honours of Christ, l^e most Oncli 
and respectable of the ecclesiastical writens 
aviikadi^|i(»ih»«9aifelioiiietdi^ai^ » 
intyrtfoii to cfonftite two (^^oirite heWSiSS^Btiaif 
^tarBe^ ye act t ©f the priHu%^ 

- y. ' _ 

• The platonists admired the beginning John,,, 

as cbntaitflng ah ettCt transcript Augusita,- 

de Civilat. Dei, x, 39, AmetTus apof Jnh'an, 1. si^- 

p: SSa' ^nt in ttS, third’ and 'nii|grtji8fe' the platmiMa M 

^^Ixani^m m^Bt finpirora ttaar ti^ii&^ secret sti 



%|ji» BeausoKre; aist' Jnf i^iehcismc. tom. STT,^ 


to have IM^ putdistas# ' 

about sevefi^ipMeji teth of Christ. 




a 

OF tHE 

feitli < ^,,t^fhin i)|(Hp|r' perh%si'£^ j 

Th f 

KwWib... 




(essifltu*' . S^sIk- 

o£ a nrgkr; botHfe^ 
ebatiaately rejected the preceding: eadstence and 
divu^ perfections of the logos, or son of God, 

whIttU mamacl g£ 

ig'^^SiS££S5^ 




lL.,ttWgaQstics, who wene distinguished (to 
epithet of docetes, deviated into the contrary ex* 



ip. 331) mE -lm.CiBK (Bht.'Eediii. ’ 
poUUMd aoKmgtteai^MinBctf Suft^ M« <»)iaia^i!ilFiiiielSliaa‘ 
to one of these sectaries. 


* Staunch potemics, lifce BuU (Judiciuia Eccies. Cathol. c. t), 
iasitt on thfrosthedo^^-sf^^ao n a t s wnei^ ^ t e M sl i'; pole 
an^Mst^ of HeAeini Qn 

•"«« hniable cMathfk.lwt'tniAiiagi of toiis:|pm' . lt |i» i r[i l lin s: 
• stwoUiti; Mock to the' Jktns «« 

** ItoiWdopinunt; rntnras4iat rear jWex> postor,” Ac. SCe 
l.imiSWlHt.Orobio Arnica CoUat. p. 3.19. S3.f^ Wfcm. Bsft 
tMoM^Satf&jMs Mdiged tbo behering christulas to BR up their eyes 
to a fTplTitiisB|||||LOs<'iiii>rmg kipgdiHn. 

h JiMtin. ]MbR9||i|!j)lalng. ciiua Trrphonte^ p I4S, 141. See l>e 
CIstt, Hist. SaHiiUfMi, Ballp and bis editor Gndie (Jddfciuni 
EedfaMbCtthoL & Ti.riiijb-flppendix) attempt to distort either thO’ 
eeli> is iill i l.i r,f ^e Wli3l0i0ii-Jmati ; but thvir violent corrcctioa 
the test is i^ted ere»llg;lh»bcMdic(iou cditun. 



assei 




he nature of Ch^i^iiEdncated 
of Piato».4ceiistomed t'o^^e^^liuie 
e /<ogu«f they readify «(»ceiTe4ttl^at tbe 
;e^ dTOw, the deity,>li||^« 

Ilf but tiiey vainly pret^eded that the 

imrity of a ceL^thd^l^^^^^^^^^tetdoed 

Calvary, the 

" ' t 



irgin," he had descended on the hanks 
of the Jordan in the form of perfect manhood I 
tbatJ^ h9d.bup(^^v^ ^ of his enemies, 

and of his disciples ; and that die ministe^^^pf 

ronmilttiy 




sanction^ ''wKi95P\ 

‘Aattirc <« - ^ 

the triai^.||ip|Siiad on the fundamental principle of the 

• The arians reproached the orthodox party with brarowing Uieir 

trinity from the valentinians and maicionitea. See! 8i*t< 

, j* Kon dlignimr eM: ix atm ctedera Deam, . 

M tant« Mp>0mm Woli^'. 

ris tmnsiri^mmHSC^iri^jlBdmee averted tim "f*****—! 

and of marriage ; and they were arandaJixed by OtOjpljllft'inlerpreta* 
tiona of the lathers, and even of Auiputin Beausiihrc, 

trjtn. ii, p. S23. ' «' 

* Apostolis adhuc in stectilo Biipet«tidbilia|piM Jiid.Tiini Chriep- 

•anguine reeente, ct ytusCemui corpw axscrrUitur. CM»> 

JliXiiui thinka (Hatrea Apuetol. M) that than: Wha’ lMl 

r the dMtto to l>a?waill»f,h^iifrt««”g <>f the apoa^, may 
I at noon day. ybaaedoceti^ 

w^o among the gadiMics, ne|«^ 

(aUed, becauae tb^ gnlmd only a twmiKg body to Christ. 


OP THE 



It' 




tiioology of Pli^Wi6«ij%^tfae learned 
fytes of thedlpiM and third to adaifae^ 

and studjMlHI^^illpttitite A^^hiftMfeaage, who 
had anticipate most 

smeilittiif d^orerfes the Christian 




ortitodox,'’ and abase 
comii^:w^iort of truth wadi 
Oi^^^i^hhfttf commentators, and thesdnice ttf' 
dialects, were employe to justify the r^note 
consequences of his opinions, and to supply the 

nrtanar tiie generation, the distinctioiv and 


now TVuuf, or TrmiiyJ' were agitate 
fdnIos(q>hical, and in the Christian schools, of 
Alexandria. An eager spirit of curiosity urge 

< Doleo bona fide, Platanem omnium heeretioamm con dte eo- 
iarium factum. Tertullian. de Aninu, c. S3. Fetarios (Diq|pdd, 
Theolog. tatn. iii, pn^- t), iheina Uh* ttta wm^ gtUra cMb- 
;Flaiat. Pwni i nt i r a (tank i, L Hi, c. 9. 10), baa deduced the 
Cnostic errors from pieM^.iriacipiM} and aih 
Ateandria, those principfca were Mfce fc d wlA Olt'tMLMlppCAo* 
ker, tom. i, p. 1359), Ole ewitiniret «f Baanaotoe auj 
I wUb the opinion of MoebdUl (Ce»iif>t-‘^«hli|iqr.df4B» 

bishop of Antiadt (aeo Dupht, Baaothegne 
i, p. fid), was the fiist who empfa^cd the wmd 
-act term, which was already fiunffiar to the 
hare been introduced into the theoii^ 
of the second century. 

T , 



TWasty, 
adi&ofpl 
of tlid tl^teians 

VOL. IIL 



s*l 



hm 

CHAP, tbeal ^ 

XXI. 


Tli* BUCHINE 



secrets of the flll^lfii^ftnd the 
I, sad of tibeir di^|iles, was 
the science of woids. But ^te most 
bus of the the ptt* 

thit 




on the divinity of the . 

availing efihlts-petsoi^ on ihh^sDBelves ; that the 





we’ are" compelled to feel and acknowledge the 
immeasurable disproportion between the sisse'; gS 
tbe the ^ human mind. 

We may strive to abstract the noticms of tini%-vof 



substance, of spiritual generation ; as often as we 
(ggSmf^'^eSlty fbsitive conclusions from a negative 
idea, we are involved in darkness, j^iplekity, aUd 
inevitable contradiction. As these diflSculties arise 

they O’ 

j^eins iipereblfe WNeigfd. the philosoffeic 

T hut We m ajrh bserye 
tw$ essential and peculiar circuipsl^^ ^^^iH^ h 
diserimihatl^ Uie doctrines^ t^^i?<p|^P®ureh. 
from the opinions of the platon^^^tibol. ^ 
Zeftlof Uis^v I. A chosen society of uf^ 

ral e^catlqn a^ I 
ssM 


Christians^'; 



mon energy $ 
an^ occasion Tor him to a rational language* 


ositirm, migit 

...i ^ " 

expressions taw an uiicoe}. 
writing to monks, ttaW could mt W 


intently 
gardens of 
the abs; 




ely disaate^ &i»m, 

; tH- the Ubni^^af Aleaga^rte, 

ions, wfaidi i^ea^ar^lsirvuioed 
BOOT a^tated the 

OWf>- 

lookedbythe idle, the bn8y,«iHhlMilltlPialifi^^ 
part ^ QlBdcind.^ Bat a£!^:^ 2e^^|j|ijMIP 
as<the sacred object of the teith, the 
hope, and the religious worship of the Christian^ 
the mysterious system was embraced by a numerous 

or oecu^tions, were the I^st c^els. 

liie ludtttSf^ abstract reasonteig, aqiired tei tSMt* 
template the economy of the Divine Natare ; 
and it is the boast of Tertullian,* that a Christian 

sage*. 

Where the subject lieswlfllrtiiijrtiiy^^ Jjjjl 

difTeroncc between the highest «iid«t|^ioirest of 
human understandings may indeed be calculated 
as infinitely small ; yet t^.4^giie ef veidamss 
nuy p«haps be measured by the degree of dbstii- 
nacy and dogtttatte 

which professed t* eaq^in ^ 

tie^^S^afiters eoncemiog the nature of fim flWi W» i^Sgd-4*i- 
peet to^^^pr the theolojpcal trinity of Pinto. Bat (Scero.wiT 
honesUy that though he had tranalated the Tinows, he 

^oid never t^MMuid that mysterious dialogiie. See Bknmym. 
ad. I tom. v, p. 154. 

*. IlirtaUian. <0. 46. See Ba^, Dictionaire au IBUt 

SimtaUt. His Ok presumption of TertuUuKt^*^(ta> 

fott^ and interestii^ v,; ' ^ . 

ir 2 











A 

THE DECLINE AND 1^]^^ 

CHAP. ti«m, treated as tb^upoKHient 

of a vaci^ii^, became tltem^t seriomifausmess 
ttf . ^^j iaagsent. and the most useful preparatUm for 
life. A l^eoJp^» which it was in«^^ 
l^t tp it was impious to doubt, 

and which it might be dangerous, and even fatal,, 
to mistake, became the iamiliaF.itj^S^ ,pf private 
meditation and popul^ . discourse. The cold in* 
d^erenoe ofphiybagld^w^ inflamed b£. tire fer- 


niBlI ,. , , , II I UR JII.I acious 

prgudiCMof senscandexpericuco. Tiie diristiaiis, 
who abhorred the gross and impure generation of 
the Gredc myt,hol<^,“ were .tempted to argue 
from the familiar analogy of the filial and paternal 
rel^ipns. . seemed to imply 

n auOtor 

in the most sjur^al anciabstractwlsmile, mustbe 
au^pgsed to transmit the properties of a common 
nature," they durst not presume to cireumscribe 

** L>«t{ ma gfc.jiy. 8. ProWe or Pnlatm, wSidi ^ 

Without scruj^ ftom the VaieMgshwi^ 
iUu^ated by the compaieons ot'a fountain anS 

, .notiiiwgt or .feTpunci 'a.,iB«Uici8t 
idea of the divine generation. See Beauaobie, toifi.^.^|S, e. 7, 

• Many of the primitive writers have . frankly ewrfiiMfid, 'that the 
Son owed his being to the wiZZ of the EaSimr. Ctake^ Scriptures 
Trinity, p, S80-387. On the other hsadi^*AU8h>asius and his 
foliowen' seem unwilling to grant what;^igylire afraid to deigu 
Tie sduxamen extricate thtiinselves frodipKIf tDfficuIty by Uie4^. 

a gfoeoiiMig and a eeaecaiaRia^|ri», ' Petav. pQjgmw ’Pteftn 


• seal 


f B, 1. ii, c. 10, p. 1^ 




r 


tlie powers or ttipnvttKMi son ( 

and omnipa^ppl’ather. yeans aft# 

the deatfr^Otoill'^ttie dtHsti^^ilf^thynia de- 
clar^yWlClitflffi' tribunal of Pliny, that they iil- 
T^joilMia^a god; and his divine hononi^lMve 



t^rioiis sects who assume the " 
ciples^ "®heir tender reverence f<w the-’ 
jN&Kn^, aritt their horror for the profane worship 
of any created being, would have engaged them 
to assert the equal and absolute divinity of the 

^ ^Fone of 

fl»e^;^s{»#iension. of violating the unity and sofe’ 

the universe. The suspense and fluctuatidh'lio- 
dncedin the minds of the Christians, by th#e oppo- 
site tendencies, may be observed in the writings 

Arian controversy. Their tl, 

with equal confidence, by the orthodox 'and 'I7 
the heretical parties ; and the most inquisitive 
critics have fairly allowed, that.if ^th^-ted ^ 
good fortune of possessing the catholic verity, 
they have delivdl^ thd^ 


Cliri^o qiuai Deo dieere 

S{dst. sense of Deu, Out, XbAm, in tbe ancieiam* 

Ipiages, examined b; Le Clerc (An Critiet, p.- ISO- 

lASb and the of wor^pping a VR 7 excidieBt creature is 

«% fended tyl^ilgiBian Smlyn (Tracts, p. SSL36, dl-145). 


V 3 



THBl^CLlNE ANB^ 


CHAP. Diaccim^l 


Anthodtj 

the 

eliurch* 



^Sometimes contradHiMy, lan- 


devotion of individuals was the. first 
tee which ifistie^aished the christK^ 
finun thcfirtenirt^lhfe second w^ the authority 
of^echtirch. Thedisciplesofphilosc^yasserted 
the rights of intellectual freedt^i^e^: tlwfir re- 
spect for the sentiments of th^ teachers wtB A 
ai^ v^hpotu^ farSmte, which Itltej cd^red 



dmtion 6f their laws and magistrates was strictly 
exercised over the minds of the faithful. The 
hxiae van^ferings of the imagination were gra- 
dually confined by creeds and confessions f the 
^ jnvate sidbmkted to the 

I theo- 



and the^iscopnl successors of the a j)os'tl(“s i nflicted 
tihe dtttdres df the church on those who deviated 
from the orthodox belief. But in an age of re- 
ligious controversy, eveiy act of oppression adds 
dastk rigour of tte min% aiMl 


* Ses Uaillc de llsu Fatnnn, and I.c CIcrc, BIHHathdqac univer- 
adle, tom. z, p. 409. To arraign the faitk «f the Anti,Nirciie fa- 
thaa, was the object, or at least baa been tbe.dSet, oT the stiipen- 
•f(aus work of t'etariiu on tbe Truiitj (DogAv.^ItlMlag. tom. ii) ; nor 
jlii* tbe de^ taopteashm been erased bj tbe fimmil dclence of Bial^ 

' -TBS. = t8*i*»ta?te* «P with the gre^t Joti- 

Catboi.), who tries to prevtnf 
Ef ixopua fiWiMttiBii'ii^'adtranUge from tliis obeervatien. 


4 



I * rir 

^ ^ .-A 

lent became ijie chap. 
:^s; the imb&» 

actions. 


eP THE 

jHKttice. A m( 
cause or 
ties 

tenets was enlai^A^iii^- 

^siffe heresies of Praxeas inffl Mliffliii^iiHaBEe dto 
Faster witii 

be excused if th^ adhered iCMfH 
strictly and more earnestly to the distincti<m,\hsiXk 
ioiAxe equality, of the divine persons. But as soon 

£^yp4^ 

.denr w)^ a geiitlebut steely motion 
C(»trary extreme; and the most orthodox doctors 
allowed themselves the use of the terms and defi- 
.b^ been censur^ in the naon^ of 
t o T toleration had 

restored peace 

trinitarian controversy ya&reyiveH ^ji;^ ^'^^^^ 
scat of platonism, the learned, the opulent, the 
tumultnous dty of Alexandria ; and the flame of 
religious^discord was rapidly communicated from 
Ak achools^to 

sies of Praxeas, Sabei^mC^a^. m accu^dr 
(p. 42^ 680-714). Praxea«,' 'tai^ayNbMC 
tbe c^ wjB jj fc . second centorjr, deceived, fyt toiae time, Qte' dm. 
(rplicitjr o^i|^Kd>op, nnd was confuted by tte.pen of the m^py'Ter.' 
VtoUian. 

»^^&wrate» that the heresy of Arias proceeded ftwn 

hSi'iSai^ dedwl"~ 

''loslteW Uiat ofl 

T 4* 


nil 


: an opinion the most diametricatt y 6P* 


sis 

CHAP, vince, and 

X!£l. 


THl' DECLINE aNI 


Arius. 



The abstruse the 

eternity was agitated in ec^i^iasticaV 

coafe^^^, and popular sermons.; and the .bete- 
ro dc^^ inions of Arius” made pi)^^ 

bjflS own that ' of his adversaria. 

His i^taci^e adversaries haye^acknow- 
the learning and bla^^js^Ufe^^ctf ^t 
eminent presbyter, who,, in a ele^6n,b^ 

decWed, and pet ^l^ declined, his 



, cause Yras' af^^ed befor6 him; dndf 
if at first he seemed to hesitate, he at length pro^ 
nounced his final sent^ce, as an absolute rule of 
£uth.' The undaunted presbyter, who presumed 
to resist the autbprit^^og h^ angi7^ WtW 



mioiediate followers two bishops of 


° The figure and manners of Arins, the character and numbers . 
of his first proseljrtes, are painted in very lively colours ty Spiidia. 
aioa (t«HB. and we camM but 

he HiiayiCBiliflHpT ^%e’^bSaiibm, ' to aatttue the task of,< 
ras^ ‘ ^ ^ 

-CadtfteyNi ample CoBByta^. 
Tet the credibility oT^ifotiar^m is tessened, in pti^f^^ef ^ 
orthodox, by his arianism : and in those of nitional,d|H£»hgF^Sta pas. 
aioii, his pieindice, and hia ignorance. , _/ '■• 

> Zozomen (I. i, c. lo) represents Alexander aa iadiifhrcnt, and 
even ignorant, in the br^nnlng of the eonttetfil^i *hile Socratea' 
d* I, c. 5) aaecfliec the origin of the dispute ^n curiosity offji' 
& speeulatioqa. Dr. Jiattiar''f|lhl4>firks on E ec he i a at i-'^ 

y, vol. a, Pi ll^ ban ccinftWi. his usual freedoms the 


Mi^urn' 


f/mit 


M 




r 


seven 

(what may 
dred virj 
Asia 



W THE 


S 

’ ;/! 

32 &> 



ye deacmiS^ 
Almost seven hnitt« 

ri^:^lgig^jHsho{e nf ' 
SBpjiort or -favoifir*^ -c^use ; 
es w^-e conducted by 



£U^ by Eusebius of Ni 
acqui^,||ie reputation (rf* a sta^gii^^ 

of a saint. Synods in Pakstnie 
and Bithynia were opposed to the synods of Egypt. 
The attention of the prince and people was at- 

s^^n^ptc^tbority of the geaerii council of 
When 1 


itj9m 

dangerously exposed to pubUc ddbate, it 
be observed, that the human understanding was 
capable of forming three distinct, though imper- 

ofi tbettiffjae, 

these systems, 

exempt from heiesy and 

to the first h;)qpothesis, which was maintained by 

Arius and his disciples, the log^r.wxpt: a d^mid- 

*^The fiaines of arhmina oS^ tom fot 
but' Uiere is reason to bdierc 

the Tear 319. Tillemont, Btaa> Beetes. tom. vi, p. 774< 

Certe, cut tria nranitta ao^^ nesD^«a9ie' 
cieSidit, effectus est; mt in trflms Tocabulis trimmiBem 

CnSens Deba^l^i^Ui haresium incurrit; Mt edootus ab’Xilanis 
W^na esse T»litfl|P|gp patrem, filium et spiritum sanctum credidit 
r-^d credere potoerit nescio. Hieronysm* 

It MHi'ves for the but the orthodox 


cfiiHiMa. Attt 
adT. loa^iManos. 



Uftkh is '(BOR comp t^ l fe tiiifiBetcoH. 


t 




CHAP, ent aa2' 
X3X 


tR :»BCLINB 



s production^?R»^iied from 
wiUof:t|iR&^er. Son, by 
things were made,” had been 
att.wm4^aiidtb#^^ogestof the astPc^li* 

to the extent (d* his dumtion; jet 
ftis duratioii was not 
been a time'wbkb j 

the 



HtiBl^l^mTisiblc perfection, lie saw, at an im- 
measurable distance beneath his feet, the tbronef 
of the Iw^fetest an^HGOg^; jet be shone only 
with a reflected light, and, like the s(ms of the 

the 
the 



■MUid*®. RHMDnmdil ir. In the i 

piiiifirriitd dS the inherent, incommunicable per- 
fections, which religion and phMesc^y a]^m»> 
priate to the Supreme God. Three dkftiiije^ and 
I'iiNrtMtmtces, tiiree' co^e^^gd 

-’w-, 

^ As the doctrine of aanliite'etaafion Oom nethin g^w nsradmillj 
i^rotluecil amuiig the christiaus (Beausubre, 

the dignity of the wortmaH very naturally ron the Kor^e 

® The niet<iph>ric5 ui' Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trfni^* p. 2iC-280)» 
could un eternal generation fVom an eiUise. 

. * This profjuie Md absurd simile is ^ sttoral of the 

^^MSmiLire fiUhers, particularly hy AAheMltpn^ in his ajmlogy 

Marcus and ilia ym » It M^Mpd, without by 

ldwihM|tf. ‘"nr fSfjiir *^1 ^ _ 

P< ^9, 57a 'This dao- 
geruui lij iinilffliM '■ii fnitiftriiinrnl by the two Gnsories, of Nj!» 


A.' 


<?!■) 



OF THE .JSflIf*!- 

alltd it would c^i^^adiction, that cttAK. 

of them sh oillip fet have e^lil^ or that they' 
should - The iii^ates of a 

sjste^pjiili^l^fied to estahh^ three ludepend- 
eBt^|pH^ <Kttempted to preserve the unity rtf the 
fi^'^icause, 

flWer of the World, by the 
thewadaiiHistration, and the ^sseni 
^*lSeif wilfc' A faint resemblance «f this unity 
of action may be discovered in the societies of 
men, and even of animals. The causes which 

tibe^ome^tence which is guided by infinite. wi»;' 
dom and r-' Jbf 

same means for the accomplishment of the ssiifie 
ends. II I, Three beings, who, by the self-derived Sabeicsn- 
necessity of their existence, possess all the divine 
attdbi^i^m th&iDO^ ff&tfyeL degree; who ttfe 

and inti- 
mately present to each othefl^tiMliilia^^ 
universe ; hreastibly force tiiemseivtea 
astonished mind, as one and the same being,* who^ 
in the economy of grace, as well as in tlmt of 


1 ^ Nasianzen, I 7 CjnU-vf Alexandria, 

See Cndwortis, p. 603;' Le Cnfei tWMiUhjwihii'^ 

T^^j^m-105. ■’= ■ --- 

seems to envy the freedom Sf ilia p M eae ;fcwg. Ih«iiiia 
zenn* i WB^iit philosophi . . . Has antem non dictaDs Aio vet tite 
Jirindpia,i^^^d tres Deos. De Clvitat. Dd, x. S3- 

* Boetins, ^iteas deeply versed in the philosophy of Plato and 
nity of the trinity by the in-Sffertace ef the 
dous remarks of Le Clerc, Bibliothe^K 

'hTw^p 0 > 


p 


tid^.]|^ 80 ns. 
CiuM^t^nw 
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THJt DECLINE ANfe' %4tL 

CHAP, natufe, himself different 

ibmiSy be considered under different aspects. 
^Il^gibypothe^ a real substantial trinity is 
fi^^ed into a trudty cff munes, and abstract ’nao- 
dificatiiHi^^'dba^^ilS^st only in fte mind which 
caBecriVes them. The logos is no loiter a per- 
son, but an attribute; and it is a 

sense, that the epithet of son can be applied to 
the etei^M^ 4Eeasonwhidi waawith God from the 



duceoTb a mere inspiration of the divine wisdom, 
which filled the soul, and directed all the actions 
of the man Jesus. Thus, after revolving round 
the theological circle, we are surprised to find 
that the sabeffian mids where the ebionite had 

mystery 



quiry.*^ 

Jf ittie bishops of the council of Nice* had 
fc B. *325. been permitted to follow by the unbiassed dictates 

H. Ut^^|it^|UiS9S ,we|^ sUrUed at Uiia condasion, tb^ were 
Mm into the confewion, that th^^M^ 

bm of a vir^^n, that ie'ftad suffered on the cross; 
se#«ca^'Ae'«4ist^.<^tl^ of Pairi punans, with which tlM^ were 
branded by their sdsttAries. 'See Uie inveetiresof 'Tj^l^aami^bist 
Prazeas, and the temperate reflections of Moafa^ai 68}) ; 

and Beausobre, t<un. i, L iii, c. 6. p. 533. ' 

' The transactionsof the council of Nice are rpMed hr the ancients, 
not taaly in a partial, but in a very impMect, raa^ier. Such a pic- 
tore as Fta-Paoio would have drawn, can l>o recovered; hot 
t rade Utetehes as have been Ua^ ^^ pmcil of bigo^,-|^ 
^.reasrai, nuiy he seen in Eccies. U^'v, p. 

in Le Qcit (JKhliMHeT^^ UniverselJe, tssn> z, p> 
435 ■ ■ ■ ■ 





XSt: 




OP THE scilaw 

©f their conscii 

scarcely har^pM^ed themsdN%..with the hopea 

^ ;^ our of ao 
tly adverse to tiie.tw© most 
of the catholic world. ;i,:5Ehe 
ived'ttte 

thm, and prudently assumed tb< 
which,.iA;.t^ Iwiy of civil and rehi'ii 
siws, are seldom practised, or even praised, 
cept by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercise of Christian charity and moderation ; 
nqp»4.i1J>%iinO<wiy^ the contro' 

versy; 

tioas jrhipb.could not be found in the Scriptures; 
and offered, by. very hhe^ <i>a»wtii8ina/i©iiit)jj^ 
t(miradversariesywithoutrenouncingtheint^iity 
of. their own principles. The victorious faction 
received all their proposals with haughty suspicion, 
at fe^stmaeiope^Deilable n^k . 

might in- 

vcdve the arians in the gu0t 
heresy. A letter was publicly read, and ignoD& ’ 
niously tom, in which their patron, Eusebius of 
j^icomedia,' ingenuopsly confessed, , that ^ ad« 
mission of the Homootision, or Consubstauti^The Ho- 
a word already fam^iar to the platn^i!%ti|ii^ 
^ pl i^ible with tlie principles of their theological 
syl^fe^The fortunate opportniipy^ .i^ .ei^s^e|((’ 
ejgibn^ fe^ the bishops, who governs the reso- 
lutions synod; and, according to the lively 
e;i||ession j^^^brose,* they used the sword, 

* -W* an iiideblafir^-.^siUaEoiK! <de Fide, L iii, cap. uit.) f«#i' 
luiowledge of tbis . iiee verbum posuetuat puktsai 

' qnod 





CHAP. 

3esi. 


THCtJJECLINE 

whidi had drawn from the scabbard^ 

to c^ aiPtte head of tihe hated monster. The 
cmMiiNtantiality of the Father and the Son was 
di^li^hed by the eonncA of Nice, and has been 
ifeaniiiaeiai^ as a fund^ental artie]^^^ 

the diristian faith by the consent of the Greek, 
the Latin, the Oriental, 
churches. But if the s^ae WOTti had not ser^d 

catho- 



l»tf> 

^drihodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties, distinguished by a contrary ten- 
:deticy to the sentiments of the tritbeists and of 
the sabellians. But as those opposite extremes 

of 



and to disavow the just, but invidious, conse- 
ijdelft^,'Tvfiich might he urged by their anta> 
gonists. The interest of the conflfififon cause in- 
clined them to joip their numbers, and to conceal 

animority w^ sd#A^ 

t r ^ heding coun^ls of ’foleratiodv 

s|mfes%^i^(iit|ieBdedby theTiseof ^^iiy^te- 
nons Hornoousion, which either free to 

mferpret according to their j«dj|^E^p^ets. The 
sabellian sense, which* dbdai'j^^'f'ears before. 


had ehlig^ the codncil of . 



to prcMni 


^ernnt adWniirib MM lU.MjtfMiri nt tanqucm etqgShato 
lierasciia amputxrcnt. 

aH^ t^VUeii. tuxt. ii, r. i, p. ii.3e. lie iMSM 
a his <1 jty to reconcile two orthodox sy nodii. 



OF THK. 

this )^febFated.Jti^^jtti^|Bdeared it to.tiid«i£ CBJaa 
tiieolog'ians ^^ftltertained^^^^t but yaar^ 
affection mme 

fashioiM^IP^i^^f the ariw iimdt, iMitttrcpid 
'Atj^ilflraai^ the learned (Tregory Nuzianzcn».atul 
tlipdAe^lIanioftiie Mj^rtedwift 

ability and success the N iccne'ddeiiiiiiiil^ii^^ 
to CQiuudeT'tbe expression of>uhiiftritw,aa:fiS^iilK 
Hm^^fBohyilW)^ with that of nature ; 
ventured to illustrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three men, as they belong to the same com- 

iuqp1ll|ft|||i^|^|iriryi^ m IIIIIIIIIIIII i m III 

each otbtsr:'^ ^ ^ 

on the one hand, by the ihtalArii 

dissohd>fy unites the^iivine persons f- and 
other, liy the pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged as far as it is compatible with 



tSe decline 


CHAP, ber^s .$Bii|^i#'i3einoiis lurked 'iei^^^bush t« 
soi^nisflglM devour wai^^er. Bat 

as Hi^d^rees of theological hatred dep^d on 
Hp^irifof the war^.rat^ than on the 

^ heretics who de- 
graded, were treated with more severity than 
those who annihilated, the {(d*: tle.^n. 

The life of Athanasius wp eoipumed in iireeen- 
cdaUe. tqpp^tH^ .to the tpj^us of the 


was compelled to withdraw himself 
from his communion, he continued to menticHi, 
with aa mnbiguous smile, the venial errors of 
his respectable friend.^ 

which 


party the mysterious clraracto^MH the word Ifo- 
WOMOpiwti Which essentially contributed, notwith- 
Istanding some obscure disputes, sotee nocturnal 
combats, to maintain and perpetuate the upi> 
forp^ ^|^th,.or at least of language. T^ipn- 
suhstalitiaHsts, who their success have 
. di title cathdKes, glpcMl in 

the simplicity and steadine^ of th^^A. oeed, 


" f Tbe ordinary appellation with which-EKnipi>i» a»d his foUow- 
wachofoto compliment the Briana, was thataTwriiiaMnitc. 

1 t ]^)}pteutiHS, tom. L Haercs Isxii, Ja tSI. See the advcn- 
-j WS g of MareeHus, in TilteiKmt(aifl^Shila;.tom. vii, p. 

ooe WM answered in-#w (Ares. ’ 

» After a hm^Wd careful 
c. 14, p, 78) haf i^ctantly |«it 
Botinced the M Marcellus. ' ■ 


OF THB ^ 

and insiiited the^HHH^yill^tionsof cxmf. 

saries, who 'df||^.certmn rale ^ ^*^.. . 

their 

rapUpWfe'Ghrist, their hatred -of Atjun^wiis, 

f|^i(tei5ttna^ Jhiin i i i < | i^^ |h^ iaflu^ee 




ajifeineraatiutey, w^idb, in the courae. of :a;£ew 
years, erected eighteen different models of reli- 
gion,'' and avenged the violated dignity of the 

extent of the ten provinces iff A«a, to 
had been banished, there could be found very 
few prelates who had preserved the knowledge of 
the, to^.,iia t j A4....'£b«, whkihdie had 

^^tator 

' Athanasius in his epistle concerning the syneda of Selnic^md 
Bimini (torn.,!, Fi 886-905); has giTen an ample list of arian creeds, 
which has e^ho-ged and improved the MlMa*M£<nieteie> 
A^^Ia TUlmnixit (Mem, Eeeles, teio, «i, p, 4 f 7 ). 

• l^rasmus^ with aA^able sense and fceedom, jM^eUmMLA^ 
jaSt Character of Hliuf.'' Ih'ttmh’Mt 

I in jiirrifr hii wnflmrrflTi enat rtitttnff i is the Fmeince 

•# _- 

* i^ttiMpscopo elensio et panels com eo, eKlM^ch patU Jfcd- 

ans dC tOT^B Maciffi, inter quas conslsto, vere Deum neschmt. At- 
que utinaa^Mtos nesarent ! cum prscIiTfasre ehim emiii tgnora- 
IMpt quam HUw. de Synedis, sive da I^de Oiientaliiun, 

* eeMttrjf, ^^^Wijiiddli I In the celebrated parallel betweps 

atMdlil^pdaiipMiiilhlN^K bishop of Poitiers would have beat 
prised la (he philosOi^he sseiety of Bayle and Plutarch. • 

VOU III. Z . ■ 


■V 


Tm DECLINE ANO^LL 

the angryp^lii^ his soul; andi^thefollow- 

L ing Jpassai^ which ^sh^ transcribe a few lines, 

the of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 
a Christian philqgoj^. “ It is a thn^,” 
Haagffc.‘‘^gg^F.deploi^le and dangerous, 
“ that there are as manycreeds as ojniuQns among 
men, as many doctrines as uodih^pns, jy4 as 
“ many sources of >la^hemy as l^t^e are 
among us ; be^cauae we m^e creeds arbitrarily. 


Arian 

sects. 



successive synods. The partial or 
“ total resemblance of the father and of the son, 
“ is a subject of dispute for these imlmppy times. 
" Every year, nay every moon, we make new creeds 
“ to describe invisi^e mj^^isteries. ^ We repent of 

j.g_ 

“ ed. V'liic'ViUtt^ihe of dthers 

“ in owrsdves^ w our own in that of others; and 
“ reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we 
“^ave been the cause of each other’s ruin.”" 

It w W ^te;expect€d, it would not perhaps be 
endare4 I s&mld swell this theqlog%«^ .di- 
examination of, tiie e igfa^ n 
creeds, the authors of which, for theriM pm«, 

Lrius, 


duKda^aed the odious name of i 
It is amusing enough to ddineafe:^ form, and 
to trace the vegetation, of a sip^l^plant ; but 

^ 

1 ad C wM at mUuin, t f, 1227, 1228. Iftn re- 

^ of Mr. Loclasi-who ha.# 

of W, «oina»«» 

place book. ■ ■.■=" ■ ' 


OF THE EMltBE. ' 3319 

the tedious deti^|®teip#*^^ithout floweis, imd ch^^p . 
of branche^^^at^frait>^w6!«M soon exhaust 

laboriifi^iittildent One (jitSstionirh^^^idually 
the arian controversy may, '^^eyer, 
^H^iced, as it %ir^-tb produce and discfhni^ 

^fiate the' three sects, who wei^'^ffU^tid .-o^y by 
their c^BHUon aversion to the homoouakniilf^e ^ 

- ^mciae synod. 1 , If they were asked, whether 
the son was like unto the father, the question was 
resolutely answered in the negative, by the here- 

pwajdes of Arius, or 
indeed to"thds(»i6g»^ M>dfl |ii yi| w to 


ei^hshun infi|ite dilTcrencc hetw'centhc creator 
and the 

chvious consequence was ihaintaimed by 
on whom the zeal of his adversaries bestowed the 
surname of the atheist. His restless and aspiring 
I to try abo^ OTeiy profession of 
giyefy a ^lave," or at 

least a husbandman, 3 

smith, a physician, a schoolmak^, i 
and at last the apostle of a new church, which was 
propagated by the abilitieaof his disc^le,-Eoiio- 
mius.’' Armed with texts of scripture, and with 


Philoslorgius (1. iii, c. the ,d(^«ie»rlh^ adventures ef 
e singular enough, though tlny^ 

the^^^tfa friend. The editor Gode%py^' 13% 
attach^'^iAi principles than to his autf^has collected tlM odious 
circUBBtaS^i^hich his various adversary have preserved or in- 
vented. .* " - 

• »: *cc«di^y<W^indgment of a man who respected both thi^ 
seetarits, .£tiiM'liii4Mi endowed with a stronger understaoHMC', 



3^ ’ ^BCLIKE 

logicof^^le, the' 
v*v»,^ subtle .y^ i i -tSa acqui^ tte fame (rfjin invin- 
ciUe JiiriitaQt> whom it was imimssible to 
tecoiivkKe. ,,SiiU§i|yt^nts eQgaged'%e 
bis^Ki^ tai they were 
^orce^to reaottnce, and even to persecute, a dan- 

had prejudiced their cause ip the. pcfailaropihii^ 
m»d (^uded tl^jpi^jppitt^ULm devoted fol- 




ie father and the son ; and faith might 
humbly receive what reason could not presume to 
deny, that the,su{ir<^^€k)d nii|||(||[|tcennmu 
Ids' fhlinite perfections, and create a being strpjlar 
only to himaelf.f Ttese armns. w.ej^ powerfully 

J *W _ V %«•. 1 .. • • /» , 1 • 

of tbeir 



.^st, ana whO dcnipied the 
pri^ilMd tfarmiea df the East. They detested, 
perhaps with some affectation, the ubiety of 
.®tius ; they professed to believe, either without 
or j»ceqpfip^to s^^tjures, 

'6^ .nO ot^'erea^plil^ 

JEM they d^wdr j^t 


S(m Wes 


ana.JinfK^us.had acquired more art and learnblj^tFIktihtnrf'iiis, 
c. 18^ The cottbidon and apnlop of (Fahrii iii., 
Bibliot. Greec. tom. yiii, ^ Sffi-309 ia' oac of Uie fi'id'l^tical piece* ^ 
'Mie]i 'hme escsjied. . -Jg''’*' ' J 

*■ (P- 

commu^a^j^ a 
the limit* at.^eionim 
/tttOe A BCho^^dirine. 

{hipins 1 


If accfurdingta cW oj^ciwtt 



KMFtm 



srofime 


Olf TH8 

he was either 

sometfme s,!|iiB y^^tii^ing ^issent| 
sometiiBaflp Ofieli^Jlii- word'sab- 

sta pi^ ^iPsiF'i^ms to imply an ai^^uate, or at 
lei^l^iiEs^iict, notioB of ih^nature of the 

substance was the moli iiuaaeroajs^ 
pro^OMesWA^a; and when the teadi 

were ^sembled in <he council of ^leucia,* 
their opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
of one hundred and five to forty -three bishops. 

this mysterious 

orthodox ss 
of every a^^liave 
^»hich the difference of a single diphthong excited 
between the homoousians and the homoiousians. 
As it frequently happens, that the sounds and cha- 

possible to mark leal 
between the doctrine of ^ semi-arians, as they 
were improper ^kd^mnd^tkakof tlie (nihoHcs 
tlmmsebr^. The Usbop of Poitiers^ iahp^j^lUUht 
P^gian exile, vetywiMlyiutted «t a coediiiOn iff 
endeavours to proVe that, by a pious and 
interpretation,^ the hom^tmikm may^be 

Hitay 1 

^A^MBStanee* ! 
nlwi Mii T0 

■> PideU et pi* Pe Syvoi. e, T7. p. Haa. ’ nt Mg 

(hort apologctkal qotes ijSSti tnl^AMI i^Uie tmwd k Un wIWwi a 

28 ^ 


S^l 

ci^. 

xXt, 


f Socrat. 1. ii, c. 30) M Mt^cS U>e aet« ; AOmnssius 
dned the divisions of this arian qvod ; the other 
Ftet scUiUve to it sre carefully coOected Bfl^ 



V 


XXI. 





' fHE BBCLINE 

CHAP, reduced te^^SMt^bstantial sense. Tfet he con- 
tl^ ^the word haei a dark and s^^ickms 
S’^aSid, as if darkness were congenial to the- 
disputes, the seB®>mians, who advaheid 
the doonr AifPehurch, a^eUed them with 
the most unrelenting fury. 

S^‘w«u provinces of Egy|it aad 

m or La- tivated the language and smnimrs of the Greeks, 
”” fa^ de^ly imhibed the Vehimi of t^ arimi con- 

copious and flexible idiom, supplied the clergy 
and people of the East with an inexhaustible flow 
of words add distinctions^ and, in the midst of 
their fierce contentions, they easily forgot the 
doubt wltit^rja^^xeopiaspeii^ by and 





sitive spirit ; their passions were not so forcibly 
moved invisible objects; their minds were less 
frequently exercised by the habits of dispute, and 
such was the happy ignorance* of the Gallican 
chupcj^ li^^lf, above thirty yegars 

after ^e first general council, was still a 
to the . The Latins had refeiv^ 

of Cbarters) he observes, that he used this cautiaa%s^Jdr>^iftl^ qui 
flUeUigerem et impiam, p. 1206. See p. U4a^;,^naiD!UM^us, who 
saw those objects through a difibrent mediuin; is ialK^ to forge^ 
the ditaraice of the impurtant ffiphthong^ Siwi»:{w«^lar, viii, IT, 
and Gtytefror, p. 3S2. t ^ • 

Deum ccsli atqae tepw.laWlM^-^eutrum audisBeoi, 
t utni^ue s e nsiaee. . . i.lti^Sl'ritltts pridem et ta 

r in»n jwn a^MIhjyijWjfin sunquam uiAObmlatu- 
s aeS;k«iia,'«i.'u£'p. 1205. The b^edictinea 
persuaded that ^ goveriM tbq dipceae ijf Poitiers several yews 
b^ore his exile. 






the rays of 
and 
povertj 
wa 


through the d(^k c hA p. 
medium of W^i^lation. The 
lli^ aslive tongue 
capable of afford^ equi- 
Greek terms, for the te^mcal 
of had 

been consecrated by the 

the mysteries of the- 
aver^bal defect m%ht introduce into the Latin 
theology a long train of error or perplexity' 

But as the western provincials had the 

the miah pestilence ai^rdadbbil 
vthey were Supplied with the seasonable pr^r- 
vative of the homoousion, by the paternal care of 
the Roman pontiff. Their sentiments and their council of 

pRimini, 

‘ 1. o. 360. 
council 

of Nic^since it was i 
dred bishops of Itfdy, 

and lUyricum. From the first debates it appeared, 
that only fomrscose praktesdadh^ed^ ^ party, 

: thoughM^alfectedto anathematise tbejia m^a nd 
^.memory of Ariits. uFhd tJd*k^Ed^S6*4^^lll®0an- 
ftt^by the advantagea^skili, ofexpm^ce. 




^ (Epist. Iviii), eompitios that even the « w of tlte pla> 

tonis(s.4l^^ of tbeho^er schoolmen) co^ not be et^ened by a 
Latin noiaj^^.^^^ 

" The which the fourth council of the Lateran at length 

'piSgtoa etw^^ i^ than a geaerical unity (see Petav. HiKIt, 
!. iv» c. 13, jk il|fcS^ilwrouredl>y the Latin lan^age 
to ttstciie tius idcft ^ 

'’■■'^4 ''' 







OF TH® 

putes, wMch of cbrisi^asl^’cHia^p 

under the reiifisifehf Constantnia'iiad of his sons. 

-iy^rngi^' ‘ - • - -j 

But as tJ|jpl|^i%i(iafeigi^PiEtt€dr.^^^end their 
ill H" fuith, as weli as d«er 4^ lives 

iiii|;t|iwlih<M i of their sulyects ; the weiffa^ of 


balance ; and the prerogatives e# 
b^M^<p«re: settled, or changed, or iho^li^b 
.^e-cabinet of Un earthly numarch.' 

The unhappy spirit of discord which pervaded 
the provinces^ of the East interrupted the triumph Constan- 


some time to view^ " 
fi^SMrtSi^iti»Dtaect of the dispute. As he was 
yet ignoraut «rf the 

.^pMHrids (d* theologians, he addressed to the coo- 
teuding pmties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo- 
derating epistle which may he ascribed, with far 



TH* BECUNE 

BHAP. distibB[CtMa#fi^ he seriously recoini^ffls to the 
clergy'^if^lexandriS'Qi^- example of the Greek 
j^iBeii^hers, who could maintain their arguments 
i«^6nt losing their and assert ^ir 
freed(an #it®iEWrt®%idlating their frfendship. The 
indilference and contempt of the sovereign wovild 
have been, perhaps, the most nti^tod of 

silencing the dispute, If ibe-popular current had 
he^ less isy&l «ad impetB0ti8« * and if Gonstan- 



His xeal. 
A. 0. 3SA 



ssession of 

his own miad. But his ecclesiastical ministers 
soon contrived to seduce the impartiality <rf the 
magistrate, «md to awaken the Eeal of the prose- 
lyte. He was provoked by the insults which had 

<t>he wie'alamied by the 

r^toignitu^ flf -the 

laiWiiiiMMSpe 

of peace and toleration, from the moment that be 
mwembled three hundred bishops within the walls 
of the same palace. The jnesence of the monarch 
swelled the importance of the debate; hfe atten% 
tkm muM^ied- the arguments; and he 

per^n with a patient intrepidit3^ wS^^Mi- 
mated the ^ ccanl^tattts. * H^lwitt- 

standing the applause which hashe^iitMswed on : 
the eloquence and sagacity l^tetantine,* »£ 
Roman general, whose rel^OWnu^t be still a 
subject of doiibt, and wh<^ iilt^ had not be® 

; was ' 
, in the Grec^ 

Evidcbilis, In Vit, Constantin. L iiij c. 13. 





OF THE 



EMF^. 




or,^ artieie 

credit of l^&fFourite Osius,^ 


language^ a mt. 
of faith. “ " '* 
who appe(^% #i#' ]p4^ded in the council of 
Nice,|^pE ffispose the emperor in favour of the 
or f^i jii l ^ party ; and a well-timed insinua^HHi, 

^ii the same EuseMui^ of Niconiie^^^who now 
protected the heretic, had latefy 
tyraat>^ exasperate him against 

vei^ries. The Nicene creed was ratified by Con- 
stantine ; and his firm declaration, that those who 
resisted the divine judgment of the synod must 
prcpfiSflfiMiitfaatyes tor ah" ttnnigdiate esik, '^mi- 
hilated the murmurs 

frona' seveirteea, was almost instantly reduced to 
two, proteirting bishops. Eusebius of 
yidded a reluctant and ambiguous consenlftothe 
homooUsion and the wavering conduct of the 
Nicomedian Eusebius served only to delay, about 

! and-tatye*^ Tbeun^ perse- 



remote 


provinces'-of lUyricum ; his p < ! Wflir i k ii » <i l iSi t ^piias 
were branded, by law, with the odious name of 


cutes the 
uiao 


^ Theodorethas jtteserred (1. i, c.,2(h M Uom CSonstiui. 

tins to the peo^ of Nicumedia, in which the monarch declares him- 
aeir fte public aaninet one his subjects ; he ttfita 
• taii^'n/amMtis mfu-nnOl' SFd 

during the civil war. 

^^K^ISocrates {!• c. 8}, oi rather in Theodoret 0; i, e. 

!U> br%p>iWbtjcr of Eusetuus of Cieaarea, in which he eMnpta tb 
justi^ his ^^^ibing the homoousion. The character of Eus^uo 
hBs always h^Ka problem ; but those who have read the second 
eUtieal episfie of I^Clerc (Ars Crittt, tom. Si, p. 30-69), must en- 
tef^^a very unfintO^lMe opinion of the orthodoxy and sincerity of 
the'fe^.of Casar^l^ 

■» Atinhastus, tom. t W Itf 1 Flulostorgius, 1. j, c. 10, and 6«4»» 
froy’s Commentaiy, p. i 


ThV-BECI-INE 

were dcHirii^^ed to 
the Bjtai^ and a ca^t^ punishment^ de- 
nmiipid against those in whose possession they 
iillEASd be found. ^E%ie«8^ierm' had now imbtfil^ 
the spirit'uf &Wtihitfrsy, and the angry, sarcastic 
style of his edicts was designed to in^ire his 
subjects with the hatred which Ke 
against the enemies Of Christ.* 


md the 

•rthodos 

party. 

A. D. . 

338-337. 


Butt astf; the e^n^ct (tftheemperoi^had been 



ftfely.elap^, 
before he discovered some symptoms of mercy, 
and even of indulgence, towards the proscribed 
s»tt^,wbteh wfl848eretiy|WOtected by his favourite 
sister. The exiles were recalled ; and Eusebius, 
tieaiHiiid: ^ hadSUence over the' 



"7 Cy ^ 

d^-aded. Arius himself was treated by the whole 
cuuritvrith the respect which would have been due 
to an innocent and oppressed man'^^'Bis faith wa» 
approved by the synod of Jmtsalem ;* «bA the 
se^BiedhApatienb to repair his ii^ 
b^ j^ng an absolute command, that tift'IKId 
be to? the coiami^|#m the 

cathedral of Constantinople. day 

which had been fixed for the fir^^^'of Arius, 
he expired ; — and Uie 8tr£BB^.^f^^teNrTid circum^ 
stences of hs death might ess^l^la suspicion, ttot 


I i, wa., Icttcn, whuA wm addreW.: 

ert to Cttlrtwinc employed aga^Wt U(e beffOM 

the L.-m« of and ebb raiiler}. 


# 
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the orthodox «i^(^»ii%ei^iabuted mme effica* ch&k 
ciouslythaa^&d^F jffayers, tcrde^er the church ^ 
from hfa* enraoies.'* The 

three — of the catholics, Athaua- 

cidria, Eusit£dhius of Antioch; and 

I variour 

a^sations, by the sentence of nueiatfOdi c^iiialQll^ 
and jaere-itfh^ards banished into 
^ittfisffey the first of the Christian emperors, who, 
in the last moments of his life, received the rites 
of baptism from the arian bishop of Nicomedia. 



not be justified 
w^iidiens. Skit credulous monarch, unskilled 
in the stratagoiisof theeilo^dlw^ar^ 
deceived by the modest and specnous professions 
c^' thfe heretics, whose sentiments he never per- 
fectly understood ; and while he protected Arius, 

is-'. ■ . ^ 

, • We derive the orii^nal story from Athanasius (tom. i, p. 670;, 
who expresses sont* reluctance to stigmatize the. memory of tte Hca, 
He' might exaggerate, hat the pe^wtoSI l^nmeice of Alexandria 
wd Cwistantiat i Je ^^ lA hove rendered it daiigeroitt.h»>a|i|$^ 
who press the~-»CTat- 

l^denly burst out in BtosT makift th^ option be- 

t and Miroefe. - ■ ■ ' - , 

* in the saitiments. Or at least in the ceodact, of 

CoBstantmf^^w be trta:ed in Ensebias (in Vit. Constant. 1. iii, c. aa, 
1. hr, e. (1. i, c. 23-39), Soaomes (L ii, c. 16-34), 

l^Oodoret (I ^^j,^14-34), and Fhilostori^us (L ii, c. 1-17), 
Sr»t ef,i^^S)fewrUers was too near the so^ of action, 
andifeMMers from it. It is singular enough, tba% 

the Biqpariimt task the history of the church, rhrnU 

have been l«n «ar two tsftip ji)| f hwgtfe, 


CHAP. 

XXI. 

Constan- 
tius fa- 
vours the 
Arians. 

A, n 


tHE,PE,£LINE 

Th6 i^^i6dtistantine must have been admit- 
ted frcHi^heir childbded 4nto the rank of cate- 
chtpMBs^ but they ^imitated, in the delay of their 
Ite^ism, the example of their father. Like Idm, 
they premnn^^teH^nounce their judgment on 
337-36i.'mysteries intowhich they had never Imenregularly 
initiated and the fate of the ^^mitapBjn. con- 
troversy depended, in a great measure, on ihe 
sentiments ^-^(mstantins, who inherited the pro- 

innof 
Shop, 

who had secreted for his use the testament of the 
deceased emperor, improved the fortunate occa- 
sion which had introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince, whose public counsels were always 
swayed by h^^doBaes^ favourites. The eunuchs 

poiaon tbfDugb 
m- 

municated by thcfeniale attendanFs’^tothcgiiards, 
and by the empress to her unsuspicious husband.'' 
The partiality which Constantiusalways expressed 
towards the eusebian faction was insensibly fortii- 
fiedby thedrxtrnuusmanagement of their leaders; 
and victory over the tyrant Magnes^iiilh- 
creased hhi m^nMtOQ, as well a^bility, to em- - 
ploy the arms of power in the 
While the two armies were 




- 1 Qtihi etiant turn caUchumemis sactwamiOTl 6<iei merito V^te. 
l«tur {wtatsse neacire. Snip. Seaer. I. ii, p. 410. 

• 1. n. Cl a. SoxmBai,'TJi 4^ 6 18. Athanas. -t^n. i, 
obMPraa ttat tfce.i jrtwiite are the natonO enemie* 
or^llil^m[i^i^nh.#cefkl^iiMaarkson EcclesiafliSBl History, 
vol. iff p, geneaiogjr in C<tmiidr(ch. iv), 

ends si'ith one of the first compaaions of Christopher Cotambiis. 


30 ^. 




OF THE.JpilliBia? S&i 

of Mursa, and rivals depended c_| ^ y. 

onthe<chanc^^^r, thesonof^Sef^antine passed^ 
the anxi c|g|MKi^ pBi^-4lij^ martyrs, 

under„|||i^ldlr the city. His ^ritual com- 
foilii^l^^ens, the ariau bishop of the diocese, 
the , to pbtsdn 

aimh early intelligence as might 
fart^ o^ Ua^icape. A secret chain «f 
tr^ymessmtgers informed him of the vicissitudes 
of the battle; and while the courtiers stood 
trembling round their affrighted master, Valens 

ghitpmts- event had been revealed to him by an 
angel. The gratefid eiidfiM’^M* firaflbed:liis>«gi«ec« 
to the merits and intercession of the bishop of 
Mursa, whose faith had deserved the public and 
miraculous approbation of heaven.* The arians, 

.pf, 

C 3 nril, l^op of Jerusalem,, 
the description of a celestial '^os^reiK^K:^ with 
a splendid rainbow, which, during ’the festival (# 
Pentecost, about the third hour of the dajr^ had 

• Sulpicius 

tfoiU (apud BarcHi. a. s. 30^' Ho. expressly observes, 
t^^pli^k'reign of Constantine the cram llid been fottnd in tte 
bow^TWlU^ earth ; but that it had appeared, in the reig^ of C<m- 
snmtias, midM of the havens. TUa opposition evident 

proves, thatl^^waa ignorant of the s t u p e n do^ mirade to which 
the conversum nf |Je|nstantii>e is attributed ; and this ignmunce is 
thoiiiore ~'TX-^iiiiif /H ik i it was no more than twelve years after 
]Ue daah that eimsecrated bishop of Jerusalem, by the 

iuimediMe successor dM|||Ni||Be Of Csesvea. See TiUemout* 

Eccles. tonb viU, jp. TMit , 


xxr. 




THK DECLINE 

CHAP, appeared -«^l^tlw''inount of Oliver to the edifi-* 
cation olpto devout and tb^people of 

tte W^city " The size of the naeteorwas gra- 
da|£ly magnified ; and ^ aiian historian’' has 
ventured toaiNeftisM. it was eem^cuous to tim 
two armies in the plhins of Fannonm , mid that 
the*tyrant, who is purpose^ T^««i»nted:as an 
idolater, fled betore.the atspictous sign of 
dox christiaiuty.^ ’ 



ecclesiastical discord, are always entitled to our 
notice ; and a short passage of Ammianus, who 
served in ihe^ armies, and studied thecharacter, of 
Constantius, is perhaps of more value than many 
pag<^<^ thtolc^ca^tnvecthres. 'Oee ehostian 



by the dotage of superstition. " Iftgffead of 
“ eondling the parties by the weight of his autho» ^ 
“ rity, he cherished and propaghtei^ Iqr verbid 
“ disputes, the differences which his vain cuiiosify 
if hadb^xciteiC^ The highways were covert wito 
** troops (d* bishops, gafttoping from eveg^vill%o 
the assenfiy^es, which tb^ call |ynods; and 
“ while they laboured to reduce theiWBiife sect to 
" their own particular opinimn^^ito^^ific estab- 


■ not easy to detennine how te Utf laiiasVIty of Cyril < 
he as^Med hy some hatoral appearMeerdriMelar halo. 

... « pinlosteri^as, hiii, e, tte W^tohd'ed by the mOiiVW the 
CUanida,. ty tV a n y w O r vitf hy Nk^orns ««ee 6ot]M>> 
rre& ‘ W not refnM » ji^cle, vm. 

from the XiWW’aireii^ - " 


If f Hf, 
tl 

“,h^y 
timatej 
Qf thej 


It Cl 

m tbis reBtai4E^4 ^[|^||^ ; 


feoat^pfc «M 

tile unbelieving world.® As sow *s the eQ||peror 
was relieved from the terrors of the civil war, he 

anHiettteuts or toils of controversy; the sworcTof 


, to enforce the reasons of tiie the^i)^^; 
he opposed thp orthodox faith of Nice, it 
is readily confessed that his incapacity and igno- 
re 



^.yain ’i 

.th*» Ho^^nnnmflii ; bat his tiiaid conscience wf» 

< '1 So mrinHf 4 passage well deserves to be transcribed. Christianaia 

na ; qua: progross ISiiwaipitt MkoNMtnne vertani^ ut 
tfistitum jumciiti* pubiicis iiitro citioqiie ducorrAtdm, 
I uppcUant) dum ritum omncift aft lAtnii ttwStn 
r ^d<r'cnii^i)-»»l' c<HMS48i^r*#W 

* , *■^'■<1^; " '"*1 ' V* 



it. Sozuneo, 1. iv, k. 18-30. Theodowl, 
i:)f iv, e. 4-18, 1. V, c. 

A a 


m umrn 

CHAP, silani^^^^^pety of .®tius.if^te guilt of 

by thlsfiii^icious 
ui:i^^;uipnate Gt^lns ; and^^d tiie 
,^^^f ,the who 

gestkms. that' dangerous sophist. ^ The mind 
of Gonstantius, whkh 

rated by reas^^; hJS^ 

of apd empty 

flihriBi ht hfi hyr-r "f lir nrnmiitiit'iiT'nw *•" 


m^htsT ?ticccssivcly banislicdaiul recjilled the 
leaders, of the arian and semi-arian factiona.^ 
Diu^iag t^ a^^p of p\|blic..busil^ or festivity 
he employed whole days, and even nights, ,& 




bis slumbers ; the incoherentOTcaiiis^ji“iWiT*'\nir- 
pe^^^cW^C received as celestial visions ; and he^ 
accepted with complacency the lofty#deof bis^i^e 
of bishops, from ^ose ecclesiastics who fipgot th^ 
iate|estj|j|^l Oi|^,for.th?^gtat^catiop 
paeons, , 

vene so many synods in Gaul, ItalK^j^^ate^ 
^d Aaa. was reneatedlv baffi^^^SBs own,^ 


* I. iv, C. S 3 .' ' AtfiEftiM TiUemtet 

Mem. EfcCes. tmn. vG, p. 947) hu instancy 

Kndito baatkisn^of Coaatai^u* 

*' ne “ De impf-fM^eado 

.“ Dvuiti d«I)ii()aintibu!'.’' 




eif THB 


levity, by the . 
resistance 
the last sSHSM. 


'Catholics ; 






nP ftta^g 

tives of policy, produced an alter^^^ WMH i ihit :^ . 

_ 3?^T8ih(^s of the East vrere'^St^SS^^ 
in^*lt Seleticia, in Isatiria ; while those of Hhd 
West held their deliberations at Rimini, on the 

of two or 


E^l^%r-c«»pcil, ^er consuming four days lit 
fierce and uri^vtMhg 


definitive conclusion. The council of the 
West was protracted till the seventh month. 
Taurus, the praetorian prefect, was instructed 

if he achieved so difficult an adventm^^I^i. ». asa 
inrayers andthreats, thoauthm^i^thesovere^, 
thOsophishty of Vatens ^d Ursacius, the diat;^ , 

cOTl ^^ less esile, atlen^hexhdi^therelmitattt 
coas^^^the bislpjps Rimmi, Tlw ’ 

cd'the of ^e West attended the erap^&r 

in the pala^t^ Constantuu^le, and he enjoyed 
thei^i?fact«|^*f,||lposing on the W(n:>ld a pro, 

r» ' • _ ... . _ 




; * ' ' 11 1 Ki 1 1 w I ■ V /iM'nw 


Qute? 


, of the Skfn cf 


A a a 


God.' 

pr< 



TH3 JJSCtlN? 

mph of amnii^ h^ beep 
^ repp^^yrf% orthod^ clorg^i 
i uppce^le either to iptimi^f^ or to 
; and <*^^^,0e«istantius was ^ 

of ^e gKat Athanasii^. 

seldom ap,i 

tures of " either in active m: whaiefiect ra^ 

he ^ sur> 

^ - jt 

ISgle 

0 inimortul nanu; of Atiianasiiis" will 
never be separated from the catholic doctejif^f^ 
the tiimt^, |9 n^^i^^^fepce he. consecrated eve^ 
moment and every faculty of his being. Educ^- 
ed in the f aaih f wgprousiy 

¥ 


Aftsnso 

sius* 




% 




tthd^ ti»e aged prekte ; ind'lETIaWefs oTthe 
■Jl^^ae conffStt beheld, with surprise and respect, 
the rising virtues of the }^ng deacpn. fe a 
of public danger, the dull claims of age and,^ 

^y'-A ■• .. 

' Suh^jScW' Hi*t Si^, t H, jp. *lS-430. The Oxeek. hlstww>s 


Gii^ofjr Nezthnzen compoac^'f 'flin^Sr^ 


instead of a life of Athanasius, but -tre sbouU 
a^antttge of- dfte^hg o«^ nwst ' 

fund of bis own epistle and ajpoi^^ies (toshi^^ 
the example of -Soealtesf .d'^I^IM 

»K- “rUiDj^pf Jhthanasius. 

nndthc'leuntM Thaddnetit, 



Oom. 
and exam1n< 


^•951). i staU 

_ ‘ published Uie 
ifrouWeaiejgpU 

iife of AlAi^a»ii6 

(iiJi^ence ofl^llcioiont 

;Miiois, ha» coUefitvd cter^ fitii:!* 






ratdc are son 
months 
Athana 

throuuM^lL'I^pl He hfte^ that ethini&hit'station 
atj(9^wty-shc years, and his long admtftf *t i ^oi i 
yf^spentin ap^i^etual powi^ 

of arrahisih. Five times was A{li8iS8i^£^FISipi£^ 
front Kis tAAihe', twenty years he passi^ 

#S fu^trSe ; and almost every pro^ce 6f <8e 
Roman empire was successively witness to his 
merit, and his sufferings in the cause of the ho- 



and btiSih^V 
1^/**AaiEbt the storms of persecution, tfe ^ch- 
hishhp‘ of 

hhis rf feme, careless of safety; arid aimbh^ hhi 
il^htd was tainted by the contagion of fanaticism, 
Athanasius displayed a superiority of character 



^government" of 
tiflirhing ^a 

than that of Eusehhts of Caesarea, and his rude 
eloquence could not be com^ned with“ihe po- 
Ibted Otatoty of Clregory o r B^i^ b^ wb^ver 

atiments, or his c(md{ibt,^li& unpriE»nedit^^ 
•sty^^^her of speaking 

persuadVe. He hasaiways bem re- 
vered, orthodox school, as one rf the most 

y^raratO of the Christian theology ; 

he-Wits suppepfil^a possess two profane scu^ie^ 
less adapt^tdiHl^i^eeptd dmracter,^know- 

A a S 




TH2 DECLINE 

dhaf. ledge "f' that ^^vinati^n.* 
Some f(^^me cojy»^N«es of futum events, 
whic^^^^al reasoners might ascribe the 
e^i^nce and juc^mLent^^ Athanasius, were^ 
^uted by to heavehlymspiration, and 

imputed by hk enemies to infernal magic. 






the prejudices and pas^pns of every order of men» 
from the^inmik to the emj^ror^ the ^owle^e of 
ragtaaeie.-was hk-;fiESbaadya 8ifei ag^ r~^ 

'^^r^Fascmiewhich was incessantly shifting, 
and never failed to improve those decisive mo- 
ments which are irrecoverably past before they are 
perceived by a common eye. The archbishop of 
Alexandria wgAcap^le of ^stingnishing how far 
■ - 1 - ' ■ . laaAwhme he, must 



with power, and when lie niu^ Withdraw from 
persecution; and while he directed the thunders of 
the chinch against heresy and rebellion, he could 
assume, in the bosom of bis own party, the flexiWe 
and indulgent temper of a prudent leader. T^. 
election of Athanasius has not escaped the repro^ 
of hregularity. and. precipitation;® but the pro- 


• Sul^cius Severn* (Hist. Sacra, 1. ii, p. 396,) Call* S>s> a lawyer, 
a juriatHMscin.^ This character cannot ilowT» iiseovered either in the 
life or writings of Athanasius. ' - . 

f Dieeiatur enim fatidicanim foittium fida^ ^^gi^Bgnrates pew- 
Wldaeat ittles sdenOsekne oallens ,' i i|^g | ^ p^^gfeisse. 
AflklriWHis, scv. 7. A prophecy,- ew )nt U ( ^ ^|jp>r is relateAl^',So*Br , 
nil^&Jtea c. 10), V. hicH evidently ptBWtOI, tlic crow* speak, Latin) 
that AtfSeteis andentoad tba huigtaqp of the crow*. r 

« The i n i j i liff )))<l|llrt i rt< iif Athanasius wa* slightly incntinned 
in the councils wldch were held againet him. See Thilustorg. I. .it, 

, c. 11, 


* 


ev TUI 


mm 


tiie Itiietfaib 
The Alex- ***• 




jnietyof his 
both of th^ 

andrianMip^ t a piSMft'i td rise id aims for the 
dcftjjB j ^liN f eioquent and liberal phstor. In 
yi^^li^ess he always derived support, or at least 
etaisolatkm, from tiid of his 

parochial clergy; and the huftdii^‘ ^B ilB|p a of 
with unshaked zeal^^ fB^id^ 
of Athadasiiis. ' In the modest equipage, which 
pride and policy would affect, he frequently per- 
formed tiie episcopal visitation of his provinces, 

'.-^le^^emifejes of 

j^thiopia, ft 

£md hoioblj saluting the saints 
and hermirn'eff^ti^ det^rfc* '’ 

"'^le^ESlical assemblies, among men whose edu- 
cation and manners were similar to his own, that 
Athanasius displayed the ascendency of his ge- 

re^iee^ 
in the va- 
rious tiinsis of his 
he nev«' lost tbe^onfiitehce 
esteem of his enemies. * 

In his youth, the pimate of ]%3rpt resisted theP«f»«cu. 
great Constantine, who had repeatedly n^^lil^^^t 

-• •■ '■ - tiut. 

l Godefivf, p. 71 ( bat itaai iCM«B%r b^nq^MMed .Uuit Uiet. a, 330. 
r.i^tSe bishtqis of Egypt would 

.tom.i,p.fSS. ' * ' 

■ of t^^tthew of tte.lbesert, paMbdi«d%'Bos- 
.vdde ; aik^riintaM^ Eedes. tMtb in Uie UMi'of Antho- 

t^ Pacbondii^^i^^ Athsui«»his himself, «ho did im disdain to 
the Anthony, has carefully obscrved^lr 

oitei the holy ^nd prophesied the mischi^>^^lhi; 

ariaa btare^. A thl i» t i» ,!j ii»-~i^4»-*ea, &«. 

A a 4 



cuAf‘ his should be ]%stoff^^»i^e cft» 

^ th^lh; t.ji!^SI«uoit‘ ;?^^fe-emj)eror 
aftd B^ ^ forgjye.^ I^is. inflexible resoIuti^ SHid 
tj^^ ^tion who as tiiilp 

b$ 6^ foQpi#|^i^iMi^^'^irei3u;eidMi^3smed to dis- 
seipble iheir hatred, and^silentljr to prep»e an 
indirect and distant assail > 
rumcHurs and. sti^ciods^inifanB^^d:.^ areh- 
Idshop Gf|}x^ and 

r-fiini iii rirfiiiipiiiii iif|ii>i(i(i)tiiiliiiiiff|ijjii^^^^ 

^mth the 

schismatic followers of iMeletiiis/ Atliaiiasiiis 
had openly disapproved that ignominious peaces 
and .tbe^.enqpiei»r;.wa&iy^msed 4o>befieve that he 
had abused his ecclesiastical and civil power, to 



six of their bi^ops ; and that»Arsenias, a seventh 
IdAbiftiof the same party, had been murdered,, 
at least mutilated, by the.4(a«KithAaii 







‘ At firO Cotefantitt^ threatened In tptating, biit 

of the church should be open bi’iih, he avoided the 
Arina. Athanaaina, like a skiKul politidan, hm 
theae d itt ia t tin aa oom. 7S^, , 
excuse and delay. . 

* Tbe meletians in Egypt, like the dspftg^MiptJBca, were prp> 

■“Jifc*- ix-rnecution. ' 1 
n'hich seeiw .'to 
Attcinasiua, gqd the 
Cicnerel iliaUtrr of tlic 


duead. by an episcopal qaaiT{l which 
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matfe*" These^ 
nonr and 
toJiis 


were ref 


«ttt; affecteT^ 

Constantine , 
at 


sol^lP^^coiavenedjna^^e bishopsof tl^^iist 
before th^ proceeded^ 

cto^ ->^^Bf&"^slrrection-at Jeiresi^§in;*^^^ 
pfifftate tnl^t be eon^ous' of his innocence ; 
but he was sensible that the same implacable spi- 

dei^^y^'tifiie-saiiuuons oi the sjnbd of Csesarea*; 
and, affcef-a fSfc^ and'«tiRf'^e!ay,''^lffifeifl®8W 
^(Se^iejeBaptory commands of the emperor, whn 
threatened to punish his criminal disobedience if 
he refused to appear in the council of Tyre.” 


A, 0, 33& 


hbfttself, Ms iraa^ai^ • 

friend,’Was privately doneealed in his train. The 
synoch Gt Ty!«--vri^-ehBdtt<^ed’“%'^s^l^ e¥ 
CiSsaretC inore passion, and with, less Mt, 
ti^Jds learning and 


-*■ ment of the six bishops is speefflea bjr aociNnds^O>"'a^ 

e. 82^i MTl ji HWBasius faluself, s»c<rpious on tiw subject of Anealus 
and th& this g(3se acensation wWiei^* np^. 

" i^baoas. TSa ; Socrates, 1. i, c. 89 ; Sozranen, 1. ii, 

c»||teij:^nte bis epistle of conTOcclion i£u!^;b■ in Vi^ 

Co nSfjl l h tfciy, es some members of the ci^i^^' 

and It was more thaii jniciba^ &at the sj nod would apply the# *». 
protches to Atlianasiil&^'*J^’T''‘; 





OF THE, 


But the inji ^ ^^F^heagM^clesiasticiri ^rijgeg 
had not be^H^tenanced submiaskm, or .. 
even by ,j^^ )re^itfe^^-"Athanarias. He re^^^®'^* 
solve^^i^i&a bold ^d dang^vus e3i|Mdinent,*- »• S3« 
w^j^ ^^ihe thr(uie was inaccessible to the .raice 
^Mth; andvitefore ^Id te 

pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid prinafii^iaapew 
him^f into a b^k which was ready to h<^:«i# 
for the impeiiat city. The request of a formal 
audience might have been opposed or eluded; 
but Athanasius concealed his arrival, watched the 

as he. passed on horseback through the principal 
street of Constantinople^ So strange an apposition 
excited his surprise and indignation; and the 
guards were ordered to remove the importunate 
suitor; but his resentment was subdued by invo- 

of a 

bishop, wh^ implored . bis JoIcCTirai^awil^aad 
ids xpnsci^nc^^ Constantine listened - to ' the 
compl^ts of Athanasidiwith impartial, and even 
gracious, attention ; the memlaers of the ^od of 
Tyre ware summoned to justify their proce^* 
mid the 

lave been confounded* if they had not 
the guilt of the primal 1^ 
tei^s wtt||Dsition of an unpardonable offence; a 
cs^naf to intercept and det^ die com- 




o£ he stories 



r 


Ifll ThI ^SCUJfi AN-pfAtt 

CHAP, of which supplied sHbsf^^ 

enceof^i^ew capil^*“^%fe empero# wafe 

the peace of Egypt would be s«^i^ 
||^e d>seaceof tf||ii«i«s l^r; i»the * 4 ^i 4 
fd-AB the’^#a«ii(!f^ i®tf thronfe ; 

and the sentence, whicbi after a lott^ hesatation, 
he pronounced, was that dt' 
rdther than (rf an i^ttfieaW® feSile. In the re- 
ttotc ffirhyia«»^'<^^G^ h^ 

cmrelrang- 

ed the face of public affairs ; and amidst thd 
and restoi - general indulgence of a young reign, the prirtfite 
338. restored t& hiS cbtffitry By an honourable 
edict of the younger Constantine, who expressed 
a dee^seiMi'^f^*^ihh^nce ^ mierit of his 


tion, 

la Da 33da 


His seeon 


a second persecution-; andthe feeble Constantins; 
Agfe? sovereign of the East, soon became the secret 
accomplice of the eusebians. Nihety bishops ttf ' - 
that sect or faction a^mbled at ^^tioch; un^^' 


’ « AtluMMS. tom. i, p. 78^' Eonapim has related (in yiKl^pwSti 
pC-Sa^ ST, edit. Coinme)inM|tia^ ex^jple of the cruelty, and creia* 


lity of Constantin^ iin a sKlfc'Occalibh. The elo^n&^S^ter, » 

Syrian philosoj^r, enjoyed his friendsldp, 

meilt^AbUvius, hts^trstorian pt^ecU - 

for trant of a sonth wind ; the p«>^ of were 

tented ; and Sopater was beheaded, oh’ « efii^^^hdt he’hwjwiMf 

the rrindsr^F- the power of ma^ tl>»t C^fts^OA 


wished to prore, this execution, absolute^ idldjjy yt d 

tt^^perstitionof iKegeMBeA'-.Vrfc^S'.^' : '"-f'' 


' n^lK aew CMkUHaWMjcc.at ViminlaeMt, and A 

C;DSiSHH|i^ |fe pyi(iiMitl^' tom i, p. 67d.> ‘nilcmont 

poses that CrawmiAie iJtnMicciI him to the iiicc‘tin{;’of the three tvjwl 
brothers in Fannonia. (Memoircs Eccles. tom. trui, p. 69.) ;, 


V 




They whU* if^ 

faintly ^^^^ib.^ii^f^irf;%m^arianisnj,' 
and panonSv which still y^f^^te the 

viaf the ' mthndey. Greeks.* It waasde- 
^(f> with 

bishop, deprived by a synod, 
his f^isp^^-f^tions, till he had l»en afes^fii 
liy. the jhdgW^% an equal synod : the law was 
immediately applied to the case of Athanasius ; 
the council of Antioch pronounced, or rather 


thp. prefect of Egypt, was instructed tb 
suppoyt theitw^matewith theiai^ ^dadhtaasy 
pqwers ei(|:the province. Oppressed by the con- 
sjuracy of the Asiatic prelates, Athanasius with- 
drew from Alexandria, and passed three” years 

p. 182. TUleiiKn^ M«i>V £cdw.'«aB. Vi, >3)9^394^- IR* 
Hilsrr of Poitiers hu- aoentioned this sjrnod of AnOocb with too much 
favour and respeoC He reckhns ninety-seven bishops, 

. ‘ This niaijistme, so odious to Athua^us, is pnussd hy Gr^ry 
Ns0i%DS%^tMSV.t, prat ixi, p. 390, 391. 

, ^tepe prga«iitv.aB»^ < n> [J l rwsa d trr< iii^ ^ - 

,J||U|tt 4 ^i«dit of human ipaxtlr^,'! ans eivts^I^lsMed todiscover.some 
in those meimrhom j^y'l^ sepreseot^. ao. WI'*^ 

.. .^-.^M^Ii^jUagicatdifBculties winch perplex the residence eCAIba- 
nalutS!^ sttenuously agitate! by Talesias ^X)ses«^ ad 

tom. ttlift. Eccles. I. i, c. 1-S); and TiliemantnMem. 
tom. Tiii, 1»^ &c.) I have followed the single hypothesis 
oOTIStaltBS, who hbtr|i:r9ify one journey, after the intrusion uf 
p>ry. . 


XXL 


TH^ DK^LINK 

c hap: of the vatics^*^%y the ^siduous stud^rof the 
Latin laiptage, he sodri |uaitified him^ to ne- 
gO<^l%ith the western clergy ; his decentlh^ery 
^l^red and directed^^eteaghty Julius ; the Kgh 
pontiff ^axffedded to coftsMerhis appeal 
as the peculiar interest of the apostolic see ; and 
his innocence was unaninumsly declared in a coon-* 
cil of fifty bishops of Italy. At the end of three 
years, tihe primate Was siimni0i3id40;tte 90 ^*^ 

" - ‘'•sm-v'iiniim ■in initi m q 

lively regard for the orthodox faith. The cause 
of truth and justice was promoted bythe influence 
of gold,» and the ministers of Constans advised 
their sovereign to require the convoca^n of an 
ecclesiasricpi asseihbly, which might aft' as the 
. - .i catholic'^cburoh. Nincty- 

, iSi^of’ 

the East encountered each other at Sardic-a, on: 
ttle Yerge of the two empires, but in the dqmii ' 


«.b,346. 


* I cannot forbear transcribing a judicious observation of Wetste^ ^ 
(Prcd^amen. ». «• 1»*“ Si tamen Historiam Ecclesiasticam veHnjBt 

con^ere Bateiwt jam inde a secnte quarto, cum, ortis contnrMi^, 
ee^& Ur^cise doctores in duns partes scinderentur, Ingenio, elo- 
qnefitia, ntiniero, ttntimi »<»' anj^es, eidn pirtem qu» viBcere cu- 
piebat Romam confugisse, nugestatemque pontiScis twnft^coibisse," 
pacbo op^essis per pontificem et episcopos 
prcvaluiste, atque orthodoxiam in e wa jj ^ Earn 

causam Athanasius, nun sine oomitalu, Rmruun pcdh, plurcsque ap* 

nos ifai' luesit. . . 

r .ndloMopgina, L iii, c. 12. If any eowjj^^ was used 
inpMm interest of reUgion, an advdcai^, dej|j£anasius iiughl 
or dESifea qiia quastionaUe condncV^ t^sstauiple of Cato,ap^ Sid. 

qre ^vcn, and the Mtv to hpva 


ney 
received, ■ 




* 


OF 

BiOBS of the p»|^P^ ,|i^iasms. /Elic^ ^ 
baties soon^dM^ated intolnMl^ alteicatidns; 
the Asi ayp P^^|^^|^^i||l^'JBr-"?t|ifife.-persooal" 
safetv..^^^^-^^ ^UHp]K>{>(3is and 

fu^ redpro<^U 7 hurled their 

Ip eondeoined as the enemas 
The^,. det^ge^ were pubiklied ai^irat 

reipeetii^p' provinces ; and Athanasius, who, 
in the West, was revered as a saint, was exposed 
as a criminal to the abhorrence of the East.* 




churches, which were separated by the 
accidental du^ence ‘ of iaith7 sitd^the |iisiatta»9t 
^tuction of language. 

. JhuiBg his second exile in the West, Athanasiusand i 
was frequently admitted to the imperial presence;^^^^ 

sacred apartment ; and the uniform moderati<m': 
of the primme laight be attestd| by theset»pdct> 
aide wimi^ies, to whose evidei^he s^emnlj 
app^ds.* I^desoe wauld’ UBdoubtaiyy •'iU^gest 

, which aOaws •ppeab to the Bobob ynfijjft, iMiy 
>n<^ w B B ^^ ieonndl Sardica to the dignity of ■ genei^ Coaa@; 
and iu aettll^Jteen ignorantly or mfhUy confitonded wiUi' Mm 
of the Ntenrilj^Bih,- See 'nUehuMt, tom. i^, -p. 68S, a^ 6«ddes’s 
Tr^a, V(d. ii, jfeifili^KO. 

’*‘3|^yi>tHanasicw;^M|llidjecrct inrectires against Coastantius (sea,.- 
M the same time that he assured hia^^. 

his profound rcqiect, the profesNOW at 

Mtbop. Tom.i,p. 67T. " ; * 



r 










tm QEXtINB 

tone that li»^% a sw^ 


CHAP, the mild ; 

ject an^iH^^p. Ipg^NlKfiuniliap ^mfes'ences 


%*!»%>%%>»»» 


mt^^sovereignof the West, AtlianasMifcjmight 

prelates ; deplored the distress aSd <feng«’<tf the 
catholic church ; and excited ©mlal^to eeaulate 
the zeal and glory of hts fatb^r.* %e fempdhMr 
d^iared bis resah»dw troops 



fdnKnrdther Constantius, tliat uiilcr's lu* con- 
sented to the immediate restorationof AthanasiuSi 
he himself, with a fleet ^d army, would seat the 
archbishop on the throne of Alexandria.’’ But 
this re^ious. w^^ ^hori^e to injure, 'was pre- 
' ‘ Constantius; 



'solicit a rcconci^tion witK’ii siiBJPPT WIbm riffed 



Athanasius waited, with decent pride, 
till he had received three soceeasiveepktles^ fidl 
of the strongest assttrahc^of the protection, the 

srd^ •, wha^-kk- 
1 WlHesaStid ’ldh seat, aadilllto 

tion of engaging hk 
principal ministm to att^t the lim hi in 

They were maiufhd^^i^ilKfWoEe 
p^Iic manner, by the strict wdhra which were 
into ^%ypt to recal^^^ 'aiDiercnts of 

ms- 

'otn, then ]«a>ace^ arc 
of I.iieirar of Cagliari, and 
tee Tillemont, fum. viti, p. 603. 



' # 
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Athanasius, their privileges, to pro- cha p. 

claim their hnlicence, and to. eraze from tire 
public re|^ai^ the ilkgal proceedings .which had '* 
been during the prevalence of the euse- 

bi^^ii^ion. After eveiy satisfaction and security 
hsui been given, wlpich jptke or even delicacy 
could require, the primate proce«le^.,by slow 
journeys, through the provinces of Thrace,^Asi^ 
and Syria; and his progress was marked by the 
abject homage of the oriental bishops, who ex- 
cited his contempt without deceiving his penetra- 
he ^j9MK.4he- emperor Con- 

stantius ; sustained; 

embraces and protestations of his master, and 
eluded the proposal of alloMring the arians a 
single church at Alexandria, by claiming, in the 
other cities of the empire, a similar toleratioh for 
his own party; a reply which might have appeared 
just su(^ ipod^t^ateiutbe mmithof an independeot 
pnaec^' into his ... 

his authority, which he exercised with rigour, was 
more firmly established; and his fame was dififu^ 
from .Ethiopia to Britain, over the whole extent 
of the Christian wcahL?, - .s. . ' 

liav« always enteytSineil some doubts cancerniBg tbe Mtract- 
ati^<'M Crsacius and 'Valens (Atbanas. tom. i, . p. 17f). 
e]iistles t;^giUiis, bishop of Borne, and to Athanasius himself, atewso 
di^rent s dwt.iirom each other, that they cannot both be* gtkniae. 

7116 one ^nA^nie language of criminels who oonfess th^ guilt 
and infamy ; theli&er of enemies, who solicit on equal terms an 
bmoBrable leean^pHaim. 

* The eirciimeriteewi of his second return may be collected tata 
Athanasius himself, tou.^ {s 709, and 822-943. S((« 9 «a^A ii, 

VOL., in. ' »b e.ii 


capital was a triumphal 
persecution had endearedhim to the Alexandrmns; 



©KAP. 

BesenU 
ment of 
Conston- 
tius. 

A» Vi 351 * 


DSCLIKS AJm 

But the has reduced |bs fsmceio 

the aece&sitf dissemhlis^ ean nevi^ Bicpeft « 
ammejaifid lasting forgiveness ; and the tragic 
fsbex^ Constans soon deprived Athanastus^of ^ 
fKnrerM and.geiuntiiB fit)tect(»‘. TCbe civil wiar 
between the assassin and the only siffviving bro- 
ther of Constans, which affikded the/empire abave 
three years, secured an intarval repose to the 
catholicchurch; aad -tfaedwonontendi^ parties 
-«rei« dedans to coE^i^e Jn^K^llip of a 


f^tdrSne iSelSuctuating resolutions 
of an important province. He gave audience to 
the ambassadors of the tyrant, with whom he was 
•afterwards accused of holding a secret correspond 
ence;® and the emperor Constantius repeatedly 
,'aaairedhiadeiHriast&th€!r,[^einostrevexend Atha> 


V 




„ene®aies,^he bad inherited the sentiments, as weH 
as the throne, of his deceased brother/ 6ra^ 
tude and humanity wcHild have disposed ^thefni- 
mate of Egypt to -deplore the untim^y Cute of 
K^nstans, and to abhor the guilt of Magnwtius; 
-iidt as lih><ileai:ly understood that the apprtika ; 
sions of Constantius were his only the 

W «»««», 19. Phlto. 

' status, 1.- ui, c. IS. . ' - T V' 

(tom, i, p,a77,-«T8), de<iailtejM»''fis>n>cenceft$^:^' 
*hOgW «i y aifet». ;Wle8Ui ;«aB«fU<Hn, 

letters heft beeeftbttsftte^ifMiiiiet-but hexegaeM|^& 
Wai^etawNtti**, ^«Bft'-4hMie^«r^tt«Pq|^ '-nwy be 'eina^ whe 
^S^/****" ii*«,heen wricuif Oe former, orteittiwi fqr the 
latter. - 

, * Atham’ 


fijP t:9E 

je|/p 

OUS cause ^ 

Tbe ruij^ii^jiiJfigSiMsjyas ^ '^ger 
by ig^e a few .W ^i^y 

.t>^^^>4o :tte ^ut^ity trfa /^e^Uoys 

jlil^ch. ^cs^jRg^li^elf avowed 
.solution, l^hiA jhfi. ha4 so joiffig JB^B p^ Sied, of 
0.ve»^i)ig 4^ .privfite mjuii^ a^d j^- 

.t^jdber bp victory, which he pa^d j^les, 
was employed against ap enemy more odious to 
him than the vanquished tyrant of Gaul. 

-_ - - -^^ -- Aej 


decreed the^““"‘=‘'® ®t 

Arles and 
_ Milan, 

^ the republic, the crud ordSerwibiiKT^^^Jbeen 35^55, 
executed without hesitathm,J>y thf y^Lii^ters of 
.open violence or of specious injustice. The cau- 
.tion, the delay, the difficulty with which he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation and punishment of a 
popylarhiahop, .di^<;o,Wed to the world that the 
■ ’ ,d already revived a 

sense of order and 

mcnt. Tlie senUmce which w^s prQii.hmaced in 
the synod of Tyre, and subscribed by a largh 
majority of the eastern bishops, had never been 
expressly repealed; and as Athanasius had been 
once degraded frqipi.his episcopal d|piJ^,by th®* 
^ ^g ment of hi|,»bretlu:en, every sub^uent act 
be cons^ered as irregul^, ahd cai- 
^fiut the memory of the firni and e^^al 
suppoiS^i^(^' the primate of £gypt had ^^rived 

■ '» Attuu^o. p- 861. Theodoret, 1. ii, c. 16. The emperor 

WeehMd^ OMdS^t BBore desirous to subdue Athanasius, than he 
had been te rOBatiish Mignoitius or Sylmnus. * . 

i»b2 
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TH^. DECLINE AND IPALL 


CBAP. from the attachment of the western church, en- 
gaged CoDStantius to su^end the execution of the 
sentence tfll he had obtained the concurrence of 
the Latin bishops. Two years were consumed 
in ecclesiastical n^omtidns ; and the important 
cause between the emperor and one of his subjects 
was solemnly debated, first in the synod of Arles, 
and afterwards in the great council of Milan,’* 
which consisted of above three hundred bishops. 
Their integrity was gradually undermined by the 
argum^^ 

cuna<disi and the pfcssTrigsoTicitiilioiis of a prince, 
who gratified his revenge at the expence of his 
dignity; and exposed his own passions, whilst he 
influenced those of the clergy. Corruption, the 
most infallible symptom of constitutional liberty, 
^as^ successfiiUy practiced : .honours, gifts, and , 

^the Alexandrian primate was artfully represented 
as the onlymeasure which could restore the peace 
and union of the catholic church. The friends of 
Athanasius were not, however, wanting to their 


>• The affiurs of the «>ancil of Milan are so imperfectljr and mo- 
jj, neouUy related by the Greek writers, that we must rejoice in sup- 
ply of some letters of Eusebios, extracted by Baronit^' the ar- 
chives the church of Vercellte, and of ani^~ Ufo IHimysius of 
Milan, fubiished by BoUandus. See Ban^uA i. tt. and Tille- 
monti^lpi. vii, p. 1415 . I ' f' 

' n^tSonouis, presents, feasts, which sedng&-so manybisht^, 
sn^BSWtioned with indignation by thos; too pure or too 


prattt to accept them. “ We combos i 


' of PoitiersX%B)#>st 
i the antichrist, Who.ipa)|n tfSTtelly imtead of scourg- 
“ ing imwidoBm-eiiidrt t sed ventrenJ^Ipati HUarius 

lontra Con 






% 
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©F THE. 


IAN EMPmm 


sis 


• cause. - WiUi a manly spirit, chap. 


leader, or to 

which the g^p Biyof ^eirchara^r rendered less ^ 
danger cga^ ^ey maintamed, in public debate, 
an^^^^ate conference with the emperor, the 
e^paT'ob%ation Irf re^on and justice. The|; 
declared, that neither the nope of his £|.vpur, nor 
the fear of his displeasure, should prevail on 
to join in liie condemnation of an absent, an in- 
nhcent, a respectable brother.* They affirmed, 
with apparent reason, that the illegal and obsolete 
decrees of the council of Tvre had lonsr since been 


nourable re-establishment 
Alexandria, and the silence or recantation of his 
most clamorous adversaries. They alleged, that 
his innocence had been attested by the unanimous 
bishops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged in 
the couiicils of Rome and S^dica,‘ by the im- 

after enjoying so many years 

tion, and the seeming confidence of his sovereign, * 

was again called upon to confute the most ground- 

t' 

4 

* Soffletbing of tbU oppositioa is mentioned by Anun^iu (x.r, 7), j 
who had a very dark and aopaiilfeial knowledge of ceeleafianml his.. 

Liberius p eiyvc>« ntur renitebatur, nee visnm hominem, 

iirHytnjiii damnare tUte tdtimom saepe cxdamaiu ; i^ertel^ni^xl^ 
recait^ttiaimperatoris^bitria. Id enim ills Athima^ se mp < p|n - 
festus. 

. ' More propl^.^by the orthodox part of the council of $ardica. 

If the bishops of jl^oa parties had fairly voted, the division would 
bavelMn 94 to Tillemont (see tom. viii, p. 1147-1158), 

is jm^ surprim^W^twteaedl a majority should have proceedede* ^ 
vigorously agi^ttii^odmaerics, the principal of wh«tt.tb^ !|>> 
raediatelv i 

ba 
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CHAP. less End extravagant ac^^ations. t'fifeir lari- 
■ gtiage specious; their coridnct was nonour- 
ahlri^Jbrit in this long and ohstiriate contest, 

the eyes^ on a single 

bishop, the ^cieaastical lactioifs were prepared 
to Sacrifice truth and justice to the more inter- 
esting object of defending, of femb^g, the in- 
trepid champion of the niceric faith. The arians 
stdt thought it prudent to disgrii^e |^,&B^guous 

von r of 

the people, and the decrees of a general council, 
insisted on every occasion, and particularly at 
Milan, that their adversaries should purge them- 
selves from the suspicion of heresy, before they 
pK^mri^tb.ajgfngn tlm. thb great 


Condetii' 
nation of 



Blit the toifee OTTea 
the side of Athanrisins) was silenced by the cla- 
*• “• rtihuTS of a factious or venal majority ; and thfe 
councils of Arles and Milan were not dissolved, 
till Uie archbishop of Alexandria had been so- 
Ifemnly condenmed and deposed by the judgi^^t 
of the westeib, as well as of the eastern, chufch. 

* The bishops who haJ opposed^ere r^ri^d to 
subsp'&e; the sentence, ancf 
" coh^union with the susftccf^ 
vei^' party. A formulary of 
-Hutted by the messengers of El 
and all tliosc 

their the ' ' 




Snip. Sarerus in Wist. Sacra, 1. ii, p. 





in Eeligions 
of the ad- 
was trans- 
aliserit-' 
submit 
sj)ired 


r 



t 


09 TnS||^Xir i'sifIBa. 

wisdom of and Milan, c-9^’ 

immediateM^ushed by tbe eti^pm)r, who affbc^ . ; 
ed to ej^^m the (Cholic cbwrch. 

Ama^lfiffiose prelates who ted the teornwralUe 
confessors and eaites, Liberios of Ih^e, 
tMus of Cm^ra, Pahltffio# «f Ttey^ 
sins of Milan, Eusebius of 
Cagliari, amd Hilary of Po4tier9, hmy desevi^^ 
be particularly distinguished. The ethinent station 
of Liberius, who governed the capital of the em- 
pire ; the personal merit and long experience of 
' rcveradM the fa- 

vourite of the great CiS^^^^^Sil^iKSlltlliltsiSiierof 
the nicene faith ; placed those prelates at the 
head of^ the Latin church and thSt'SxMapie, 
either of submission or resistance, would probably 
be imitated by the episcopal crowd. But the re- 
peated attempts of the emperor, to seduce or to 

. Cterd^a, 

declared himself ready to 
tius, as he had suffered tbr^$i<8eore yea»8^b^i»e 
under his grandfather Maximian. The Roman, 
in the presence of his seveteign, asserted the in- 
nocence of Athanasius, and his own freedom. 

^Then he was basMlM to Bersea he 

b^k a lar^ sum which haj fieeu pffefg^ fjy 
lliell^spBimoution of his jouraey ; and ialMtad 
the cc^ of/filan by the haughty remark,~that 
theempery andhis eunuchs in%htwaBttliat gdld 
to pay th^Wjjlll^iers and their bM»ops.“ The 

. is uentionea by Ammianus, x*> 7, ^ 

.a,c.IS, Attanai. tom. i, Ik 834-837. HBar. Frag 

B b 4 . 
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THP" DECLINE AND FALL 

H^ . resolution of LibeHus and Osius was at length 
subdued by the hardships of exile and confine^ 
ment. The Roman pontiff purchased his return 
by smne criminal compliances ; and afterwards 
ciliated his guilt a seasonable repentance. 
Persuasion and violence were employed to extort 
the reluctant signature of the decrepid bishop of 
Cordova, whose strength was broken, and whose 
faculties were perhaps impaired, by the weight 
of an 

partf^fd treat with inhuman severity the charac- 
ter, or rather tlie memory, of an unfortunate old 
man, to whose former services Christianity itself 
was so deeply indebted.” 

The fall of Ltberius and Osius reflected a 
l]^h|er firmness of those bishops' 


Eiilet. 


cause of Athanasius and religious truth. The 
ingenious malice of their enemies had deprived 
■them of the benefit of mutual comfort and ad- 
■vice, separated those illustrious exiles into distant 
provinces, apd .carefully selected the most inhos- 
pitable spots of a great empire.^ Yet they 


* The life of Osius is collected b; Tillemont (tom. vU, p* 


who in thaHmoct extravagant terms first 
Dte lHsb(^ of Cordova. In the midst dfj 
fall, the {irudeiice of Athanasius ora; be 
and intemperate zeal or.fii]ai7. 

» The confessdrs of the West were- 
deserts of Arabia or. Thebais, the l onel y 
the wiidemports of Phrygia, whidi vim in'Hl 
pious moritta^frts, Ac. When 'heretic .P.tiiis 
tShtcrtained at XeflwkaB in' Cniriat, the plart: 



ti^il^robates, 
on his 
m the blind 

led to the 
Tanruff* 
;be iin- 
.irahiv 


i 


! 


the deserts of Libya, and 


SF THE 

soon experienc^^ 
the most ba^dnus tra,cts of Cappadocia, were 
less inhosfd^le, than Iheresidence of those cities 
in whu^ia arian bishop could satiate, without 
restnaii^ the exquisite rancour of theological 
hatred.** Their tx^olation was derired froni 
the consciousness of rectitude and indepeSidl^ace ; 
from the applause, the visits, the letters, and ^ 
liberal alms of their adherents and from the 
satisfaction which they soon enjoyed of observing 
the intestine divisions of the adversaries of the 

and capricious 

was he offended by the slightest deviation from 
his imaginary standard of Christian truth, ^at 
he persecuted, with equal zeaI,thosewho defended 
the coTisubstantialit^, those who asserted the si- 
milar substance, and those who denied the like- 

Three, bishops, degrad- 
ed and opinions, might 

possibly meet in the same plftiT ilwijj ai . 

cording to the difference of their temper, m%ht 
either pity or insult the Uind enthusiasm of their 
antagonists,'wliose preseutsufferings would never 
be compensated by future happiness. 


9»T 


}ay the advicy^f Acacius, to Aiia>lida, -a district ioha> 
bit^df^Hfenvagesi and AleMed by war and pesUIcBce. FbihntlKg;' 

a Sw Oi^'htud J^tment and strange'’ obstinacy of EuscldtH, is 
his own letteii,%^iU>ed1^ Baronins, s. o. 356, Mo. SS-IOS. 

' Castemm taBea aa^^nstat, totius orbis studiis celebrates pe> 
eoi&ajae eis iaj|a||ptcm afibtim congestas legationibiu (juoque eoa 
pieids cathoUopKtNwtBpnafere provinciis frequentatos. Snip. Sertt,^ 
Hist. Sacra. 4]^ ‘ Attaanib tom. i, p. 836-640. 




riCB DECLINE AN» 


CHAP. The disHT^ aittd exile of the orthodox bishops 

of the West were desigftefd tb so many pr^>®«t<Hy 

Third ex- stcps IS the Puin of Athanoshis himself.* Six- 
AthanLius «i^<^en^ mcmths had ehipsed, during which 
the in^i^Hiat eoh^ SeoPetly laboured, by the most 
a. B. 35& insidious arts, to remove him from Alexandria, 
and to withdraw the aHovrdhce which supplied 
his popular liberality. But when the primate of 
Eg^t, deserted and proscribed by the LaUn 

^^^^l^^mission to announce and execute the 
order of his banishment. As the justice of the 
sentence was publicly avowed by the whole party, 
the only motive which could restrain Constantius 
from giving his messengers the sanction of a writi 
S he hnmited to bis dmi^ of the 



might expose the second city, and the most fer- 
tile province of the empire, if the people should 
persist in the resolution of defending, by force 
of arms, the innocence of their spiritual father. 
Such extreme caution afforded Athanasius a spe- 
cious jMCetence respectfully to dispute the tr^^ of 
an order, which he could not reconcU^ 
with the e(]^uity, or with the fop|g| dechirhtions. 


■ Ample materials for the bistoiT of thi! 
nasos oiaf be foaod in his own works. 
MIe apology to Constantius (toim^ i, ^ SV 
Mt’l^htip. TOT), his prolix 
thS'Snip^ proteat of Itie 

yi. '.Sosomen 

"^Into the 
tances. 


r'ibce luminous und 



ition of Atta> 
rljr Ms very 
.polegf far 
SOS), and 
.violences 
thrown 
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. sfi 

of Ms civil powers of cuj^» 

Egyjrt foo^^^^^lyes inMfe^^te to the ta& of 

f)rirhate to abdicate" 

his tMofle; arid they t^ete c^ged to 

a tteaty ;With the popular ie®el% of 
Afexaridria, by it sBpUlated ttiat aft ' 
proceedings and hogiftified’Sfcdifia Be lWsp^sdted 
tilltte' %ftiperh^s^pleasnre had heed riirire distini^ 
ly ascertained, fiy tMs seeining moderatioK, the 
catholics were deceived into a false and fatal 
sec urity ; t ^ c Winns cf the I^ppc v r.jrypt, 

iOTVt5^d!!T ^^s ecrtyt' tittlers and 

a capital habituated to sedition^ and inflamed fay 
reli^ous zeSI.* The position of Afexatii^i, 
tettreen the sea and the lake Mareotis, facilitat- 
ed the approach and landing of the troops ; who 
were introduced into the heart of the city, before 

hcMtatea efther to 
shiii Ihe gate%, .ito|iortant posts 

of defhnce. At the hour 
threedays after the Signature of the treaty, S^ri- 
anus, duke of Egypt, at the head of five thousand 
soldiers, armed and pr^fKBred for ah ^sault, unex- 
jfectedlyftnhssted thedhurch ofSt.Theonas,where 
archbishop, %8^'a party of Mf clergy arid 
rform^J their nocturnal devotions, "llfbe 
ed edifice yielded to the iinp^tt- 

Utefy sent for Antony, and sam6 ef bis chosen 
;ndfid from their mountain, announced to the 
ty of Athanasius, and were honourably con* 
aa.;&r as the gates of the city. 

.SMrJkeihw BttSnus, ui, lel, 



■''{> 

Athanasfi 
laitaks. They 
A^l^ndrianS 
doG^hy 
tom. ii, p, 
p.52t 
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CHAF. osity of the attack, which was accomp^ed with 
***■ every horrid circiimstitace of tumult and blood- 
shed ; but as the bodies of the slain, and the 
fragments of military weapons, remained the next 
day an unexceptimiable evidehce in the possession 
of the catholics, the enterprise of Syrianus may 
be considered as a successful irruption, ratherthan 
as an a^isolute conquest. The other churches ed" 
the city were profaned by similar outrages ; and, 
during at least four mpntb^ j^exaild^wa^e^- 

latediby the ecclesiastics of an hostile faction. 
Many of the faithful were killed ; who may de- 
serve the name of martyrs, if their deaths were 
neither provoked nor revenged ; bishops and 
presbyters were treated with cruel ignominy ; con- 
secrated' virgins ^ere stripped naked, scourged,. 


were plundered ; and, under the mask of reli- 
gious zeal, lust, avarice, and private resentment, 
were gratified with impunity, and even with ap-:‘ 
plause. The pagans of Alexandria, who still : 
formed a numerous and discontented party, were 
easily persuaded to desert a bishop whom they 
feared and esteemed. The hopes of some pedhliar 
favours, and the apprehension o^eing Solved 
in the general penalties engaged 

them to promise their suppoi^^^^Hgstined suCr 
cessor of Athanasius, the fam^^^^He of Cap^ 
padocia. The usurper,' 

seari^qn of an mian the 

had beeniappointed count of Egypt 


i 


agff' 


3txt 


cution of that d^ign. In the use, as ap. 

well as in tln^^^isition, of power, the tyrant 
George d^^icrded the laws of religion, of jus- 
tice, ai^^ humanity ; and the same, scenes of 
viol 


scandal which had been exhildted in 
the capital, were repeated .in than ninety 
episcopal cities of Egypt. Encohn^eddby.suc- 
cess, ConstautiusVentured to approve the conduct 
of his ministers. By a public and passionate 
epistle, the emperor congratulates the deliverance 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 




expatiates on ' 
reverend George, the elecfed bishop; and asjdr^,'- 
as the patron and benefactor of the city* 
pass the fame of Alexander himself. But he 
solemnly declares his unalterable resolution to pur- 
sue with fire and sword the seditious adherents 
of the^ ^widt^t:,A tha pa‘du^ j^ho, by flying front. 

escaped the. 

ignominious death which h^ 

served."' ■ . f . 

Athanasius had indeed escaped from the most 
imminent dangers ; and the adventures of that 
extraordinary man deserve and fix our attention. 

On the memorable ni^^ when the chim^ ei St. . 

IS was invested by the troops of Syrianus, 
^hop, seated on his throne, expected 
^and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
the public devotion was inter- 

Aitoa*. tant The emperor, or his arian secretaries, 

wbllvtli^ thUr.ttlinlBunt, betray their fears est«i»^ . 

Athanasius. / i.'. v *. - .. - % ' 




T||E DSCLINE 

'JEjHAP. rupted by ^ats of rage and cri^ of terror, he 
animated hi? Iremblii^ coaagregation to express 
the,k r^tigious confidence, by . chanting ope of tfie 
psafans' of David, which cel^rates the triumjh of 
'Hae Gpd of Ismel nrer tibte hau^ty and impious 
tyrant of Egypt. The doors were at length burst 
open ; a cloud of arrowSjwas discharged among 
the people; the soldiers, wWi drawn swords, 
rushedforwardsintothesanotuaiy; andthedread- 
4fiiL gleam of their annqpr jfrm the 



lius stin rejected the pious importunity of 
the monks and presbyters, who were attached to 
Jus person ; and nobly refused ,to desert his epis- 
copal station, till he had dismissed in safety the 
last of the congregation* The daihness and tu- 

tins retreat of tiie 

-thrown to the ground, and left without sense or 
motion, he still recovered Jus undaunted courage, 
and eluded the eager search of the soldiers, who 
were instructed by their arian guid^ that the 
-head of Athanasius wrould be tiie most acc^^^le 
•present to the emperor. From that mom^ the 
primate of Egypt disappeared from diie of 
his enemies, and remained above .sbtvyears con- 
cealed in impenetrable obscurity/. 


* These minute circumstanQ0,are 
j^bansciihed from the protat, 

* aOci-wards by the catbolira cT- 
p. 8«7; . 

T The jmiMetiiWi hm.cAWt'e^patnl 
and have expatiated witt pleasure on the faith 



ate Bteraliy 
pt<Mah^.Xhree 
Ihanasl’tom. i, 

Arqmld, 
nK^and 
exile. 


\ 




JUs implacaHe enoBif *^^*’*’ 


'K»e 

filled the of the Btooian world ;a 2 id 

I r 1 [I rdiff' nift i r rh hi rl endeasoured, hy a His retreat, 

very to the dhristum pdi^ces of s^e-ses. 

^^ll|^la, .to exclude Athanasius frcan the^UKist 
mts^e and sequoi^^ regions uf .the ear^. 

Counts, prefects, tribunes, whole asnoeSfV^v^e 
succemvely en^ph^edto ptursue a hishop wd a 
furtive; the vi^hnce of the civil and military 
powers were excited by the imperial edicts ; liberal 
rewards were promised to the man who should 
Bi|K9aiiteMline«c4ea4$, the 


most severe ^ ‘ 


those who should dare to protect the public 
.enemy.* Bbt the deserts trf S^ScbaisxKeire^MHV 
peopled by a race of wild, yet submissive fanatics, 
who preferred the commands of their abbot to the 
laws of their sovereign. The numerous disciples 
AntQiMr..and Ba dMm MW jcecetyed the iiig^e 

If^^’^ience and 

humility with which heconfogia ji tit Kia^ d ii^ 
institutions, collected evoy word which wopt 
from bis lips as the genuine effusions of inspired 
.wisdom, and persuaded th^selves, that their 
l^ayers, their fasts, anditaeir vigils, were less 
meritorious ihmi the5Beui udikh 

«xlte«iy^9pe celebrated doctoi^ 

teroDBl^fiipaaged by the Abb£ de 1* Bleteriey Vie de Joeicn, tcrnofe l» 
p. ISO. ^ If 

■ tiiac jasii%ii^'orbe prafugus AthmiieiiB, nee nlliu ei tntus ad 
iotendiun aupo^ite locus- Tribuni, Prxfecti, ConSt«, exercitua 
ad iirAii||Hjii1iiiii eum moventer edietis imperialibus ; 
pnmiadelatoriboa praponuntur, si (iuiscuinvivuiD,si id mlnui,ewiU 
certe AthanasU detuUneb 1- i, c. !<>• 
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CHAP, and the dangers which they braved, in the de- 
fence of truth and innocence.* The monasteries 
of Egypt ‘were seated in lonely and desolate 
places, on the summit of mountains, or in the 
islands of the Nile; imd the sacred horn or trum- 
pet of Tabenne was the well-known signal which 
assembled several thousand robust and determined 
monks, who, for the most ^rt, had been the 
peasants of the adjacent country. When their 
dark retreOts were invaded by.a military force, 

to the executioner ; and 
supported their national character, that tortures 
could never wrest from an Egyptian the confession 
of a secret which he was resolved not to dis- 
close.'’ The archbishop of Alexandria, for 
whose s^iety they eagerly devoted their lives, 

he was swiftly removed, by their officious hands, 
from one place of concealment to another, til! he 
reached the formidable deserts, which the gloomy 
and credulous temper of superstition had peopled 
with daemons and savage monsters. The retiise- 
ment of Athanasius; which ended only witlt the 
life of Constantius, was spent, for the Bl£^ part, 
in the society of the monks, who faithfolly served 
him as guards, as secretaries, and as messengers; 

,, * Gregor. Nazianzen. tom. i, Or^ xxl, ^ 385. See TUIe. 

Mem. Ecctes, tom. rii, p. lTfti44#|%SK>-880. 

• toanentomiti »Ia ineetM adhuc potuit ; "qu® obdurate 

illius ^tuit ; ut uomen propriura dieat. 

Ammian. xxil, IS, and VMenas ad locum. 
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P. 


but the importapll^ipaujtaLning a more inti* 
mate conne cjjrtM Pfli the eath^c party tempted ^ 
him, whe m a^^he diUgeace of ~tte cursuit was 
abated. ^ ^tegge from the <ieseBfci.to introduce 
hinn^^rato Alexandria, and to tru^ his person * 
dlscre^tion frauds and adhraent^ 

His Variousndventui^ might the 

subject of a very^t^^^ning romance. 
once secreted in a dry cistern, which^he hail 
scarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a female slave f and he was once con- 

who was celebrated^fa^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
quisite beatrty. At the hour ,of<.midnight»^, she 
related the story many years afterwards, she was 
surprised by the appearance, of the archbishop m 
a loose undress, who, advancing with hasty steps, 
conju red Jier to ^^P^d ,|faa the„|)rotection which 

to arefc 

under her h<^i< 
cepted andpres^^.thesaci 
entrusted to her prudence and courage. Without 
imparting the secret to any one, she instantly con- 
ducted Athanasius into her Hmst secret chamber. 




A^^nd, and the assiduity of a servmit, ASiong as 
the^ii^ger continued, she r^ulmly stqiphed hhu 
withlS^ls and provisions, washed his feet, ma- 


} SozoDien, 1. ]t, c. 10. TtSs and the fol- 
red impossible, if wasoj^ose that Athana- 
l^lam which he accidentally, or occaU^ 

-■ 

0 



* Rufin. 1. i, 

lewsi^ stw)' win 

doatlways ii 
ally, haduaedi 

Toju in. 
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Chap, naged his <^*tespCndence, and dexterously con- 
cealed the eye ©f s«iM)icion, this familiar 
and salilary intercourse between a saint whose 
ciu^ae^er required the most unblemished chastity, 
and a female whdre charms might excite the most 
dangerous etnotions.** During the six years of 
fjersecution arid exile, Athana^tis repeated his 
Visits to his fair and faithful companion ; and the 
forma! dedaratirnii that he sa^ the councils of 
Rhiiini and Seleucia,** forces us to helifere that 




f hc ation. "^IneaSvantage of personally 
negociating with his friends, and of obseiwing and 
improving the divisions of his enemies, might 
justify, in a prudent statesman, so bold and dan- 
gerous an enterprise ; and Alexandria was cott- 
.ttefcted by trade and navigation with every sea- 


an inceasant and offerisive war against the protect- 
or of the arians; and his seasonable writings, 
which were diligently circulated and eagerly pe- 
rused, contributed tounite and animate theorthO- 
dkfit party. In Iris public apologies, whldi he 
sddtexed to the emperor himself, he smnetimes 


An&ahn (Hist. Laa^act c. 136* in Vit. Patna&f' p. tIB), the 
orii^Dal authmr of. this aaecdote, bad eenv^rsed ttMh the damsd* 
who, in her old age* remembeied with pleasure so pious and honoutalde 
h cnjhbmob. I csCniitit ihaol^ the dnied^ Sf Ihttonius, Vdtesius, 
'Tllleaaant, Ac. who almost rgect a story so unworthy, as they deem 
'f0'«r*he|pairtWorec(!bsiastiea] • 

- *_ i’"" 

Mh Ttomm (mu rS, 

p. IlSfiawtltN brl f r i w i iwslrtil r »p©aena>) thonp^hapssecttt* 
Tiait to the Mmada, 




I 


affected the 
same time. 
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; whilst at the c»ap. 
ahd rehem^t invectiTes, he 
as d wfeat a&dwidmd prince, 
of his family, the tyrant of the 
aod the , antichrist of the church. In 
hdiglft df his ^sperity, Ae ti^rious lilo- 
narch, who had chaSih^ed the rashness of 
and Stipl^^sed the fendt of Sylvanus, who 
tidteh the' (Katikih ffom the head of Vetranio; and 
vanquished in the field the legions of Magnen- 
tius, recei vq^ from an invisible hand a wound, 

the son of 

tiah' princes who experienced the strength of 
those principles, which, in the cause 6f rdlgfen^ 
etmld resist the most violent exertions of the 
tdvil powet*/ 

The persecution of Athanasius, and of so many ArUn 

fdp^tba truth of“*^‘^ 

eoHShience, tvas a just sul^ectt 
discontent to iflt cliristiansj ekcept tboiih 'drfto 
drfere blindly devoted to the arlan faction. The 
people regt^ted the loss <ff.t;heir fmthful pastor^ 

#hose hmiishnieni was uSuatly followed hy the m- 


^*’^)i»tepi3tle of Athanasius io the monks la fiflod with repfiMehea, 
public must feci to be true (e^i, ps 8S4..tfSS}i-u^ in 
OHnptiiMi to his readers, he has introduced coUparfsansspf 
riiai^h, Belshazzar, Ac, The boldness of HilaiT' Was at. 

tended with'lias danger, if he puUisbed bU inveetiee In Oacd after 
da kefolt of intt Lucifer sent hh Hbels to Conttanthis, and 

etiietiieidymimMrd of martfrdom. Set TO^Omt, tm, 

p.aos. 

c C.2 
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dHAP. trusioa of a stranger^ into the episcopal chair; 
and Ibud^ cdmplained that fhfe right of alecthm 
was viohited, and that they were condemiied to 
a mercenary usurper, whose person was die- 
knowDj and whose prificipleswere suspected. The 
catholics might prove to the world, that they 
were not involved in the gufit and hmesy of their 
ecclesiastical governor, bypubU^ testifyingtheir 
Dirisioin. ‘Or by totally separating themselves from 



cess,* That it was soon diffused over the Christian 
world. The doxology, or sacred hymn, which 
celebrates the glory of the trinity, is susceptible of 
very nice, but material, inflexions ; and the sub- 
stmice of an orthodor^.or an heretical creed, may 

' a di^unctcve, pr 



more regular psalmody,” were introduced into 
the public service by Flavianus and Diodorus, 
two devout and active laymen, who were attadi-* 
ed to the nicene fmth. Under their conduct, *a 
swarm of monks issued from the adjacent desert, 
bands of well-disciplined singers were stationerMi 

the -cathedral of Antioch, the glory to the 

- . . 

* AthaBWius ifom. i, p. 811) complains in general (^ itis prac- 
tice, which he aUeprards exemplifies (p. 861) in Uwi pwtraded elec-^ 
tion of^Faelix. Three eunuchs represented the people, 

three pthl^^, who followed the court, assmiaM file functions kh# 
hishopa of the Soburbicarian prosincea. ■ ' ' ^ - 

^ 1 ; ' ■ • - • ■ ‘ 

^lllpmtasin (Discipane de PEg^eatls^L ii, c. 78,.^ 

98 ^ IfiKesOaetedMqrictefaiiu-li^pMiceniing the find pro* 
grew rhft ii ai i m>i' t iafciirU)a>g«gi and West. 


/JW, 
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und the the Holy Ghost, was tii- c ha p. 

umphant^plitted by a full: chorus of voices 
aiid th^^^oUcs uisuked, the parity of their 
doc^^^ 'the arian prelate, who had usurped the 
,^®We of the venerable Eustathius. The same 
zeal which inspired^ :their songs, {u-ompted the 
more scrupulous members of the orthodox party 
to fona separate assemblies, which were governed 
by the presbyters till the death of their exiled 
bishop allowed the election and consecration of a 
new episc opal p astor The revolutions of the 
rnutidier of pretender^ ; and 
the same city was often dispated$!dtMla!'4hMeigH 
■ of Constantius, by two, or three, or even four 
bishops, who exercised their spiritual jurisdiction 
over their respective followers, and alternately 
lost and regained the temporal possessions of the 
church. The abuse of Christianity introduced 

'^f^^diri^^i^9lifeCril<i^’society were tom 
asunder by the fury of 

the obscure citizen, who might calmly .have s(U!> 
veyed the elevation and fall of successive em- 


> Pb&Mtorgius, L iii, c. 13. Godefroy has examined this subject 
■with singular accuracy (p. 14T, &c.) There were tbrae bkerodox 
forms : “ To the Father hg the Son, aad in the Holy Oiitiit.*’ “ To 
l^,Fitther, and the Son, «a the Holy Ghost and *? To the Father 
ia Ae Son and the Holy Ghost.” 

■' the exile of Eustathius, under the reign of Constantine, the 
rigid partVurf the orthodox formed a separation which afterwards de- 
generated it^ytschism, and lasted abore foucsem years. See Tille- 
mont, Mem. tom. vii, p. 35-54, 1137—1158, Unn. viii, p. 537 

less, 1314-13^ In many churches the arians and homoousiaiw, 
who had renouncedseahh other’s communion, continued for some time 
fo join in prayer. PbUostori^us, 1. iii, e. 14. 

CCS 



TH^ OECJ.INE AND f Ajy:. 

.eMAP. pfrors, imggi)ap4 aiid experienced, tijft his pwn 
life and feitune werp cppae^d with infe- 

rests ef ^popular ecclesiastic. The example 
Ihp two capitals, Eomp aad Cpnstantjpople, m#y 
wve to repcespftt tfe? state q£ the empire, and 
the temper of mankind, nnder the reign of the 
sons of Constantine. 

Home. I. The Roman pontiff, aa hang as be mam- 
tained his station and his principles, Fatgsmrded 
nttaahsn^ M jk^eesl pd 

and the oblations of an liereiical prince. When 
the eunuclis had secretly pronounced the exile 
of Liberius, the well-grounded apprehension of a 
tumult engaged them to use tlie utmost precau- 
tions in the execMtion of the sentpupp. The 


capital was fip eyery side, and thi pr^ 


bishop, either by stratum, or by openfbrce. 
The eeder was obeyed, and Liberius, with the 
greatest difficulty, at the hour of midnight, was 
swiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Romaa 
people, before .their consternation was turned intp 
rage. As soon as they were informed of bisjba- 
nisbment into Thrace, a general assembly was 
convened, and the clergy of Rome bound them- 
selves, by a public and solemn oath, wever to 
desert their bishop, never to acknowledge the 
usurper Faelix, who, by the influenza of the eu-' 
nuch^ had been irr^ulai^ and conse? 

cra^ jyithin the walls of ni^ofane palace. At 
the end pious obstinacy sub- 

sisted entire and unshaken ; and when Constan- 



t 
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tius visited wa9 ^tssmled bj tbe impor* 

tun^te soli^^^Qsof 9peoplo» who hsud preserved, 
as the |i^ifei|ap^of their aaciest fre^om, the 
rigbti|^^at^ their sovereign with &iniliar in- 
syo^ce. The wives of many of the senators and 
itA^t honourable citizens, after pressing their hns^ 
bands to into'cede in favour of Liberius, w^e ad* 
vbed to pndertake a commission, which, in &eir 
hands, would be less dangerous, and might prove 
more successful. The emperor received with po- 
liteness th ese f emale deputies, whose wealth and 
wn»e in the im^nfic^e of 

their dress and orBam^ft V jbi- 

flexible resolution of followingtheir beloved pastor 
to the most distant regions of the earth ; and con- 
sented that the two bishops, Liberius and Faehx, 
should govern in peace their respective congre- 
gations. But the ideas of toleration were so re- 

and even to senti- 
ments of ^ answer of 

C(Bistantius was publicly read 'In fjnznf 
Rome, so reasonable a pre^t of accoromodatioB 
was rejected with contempt and ridicule. The 
eager vehemence which anlm^d the spectators 
in the decisive moment of a horse-race, wnsnow 
directed towards a diderent olyeet; and 
c^l-eSounded with the shout of thousands, who 
repea^^edly exclaimed, ^ One God, one Cim^, 
“ one i^op.'’ The z^l of the Roman people 
in the of Litferius, was not con&ied to 
words alone ; and the dangerous and bloody se- 
dition which excited soon after the departure 


c c 4 
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thS decline and FAI4, 

CHA P, of Constantias, determined that prince to accept 
the submi^oD of the exiled prelate, and terestore 
him to the undivided dominion of the capital. 
After sOifte ineffwtuaT resistance,* his rival was 
Spelled from the city by the permission of the 
emperor, and the power of the opposite faction ; 
the adherents of Faelix were inhumanly murdered 
in the streets, in the public places, in the baths, 
and even in the churches ; and the face' of 

the proscriptions of Sylla.^ 

II. Notwithstanding the rapid increase of chris. 
tians under the reign of the Flavian family, Rome, 
Alexandria, and the other great cities of the em- 
pire, still contained a strong and powerful faction 
of infidel^.x^o envi^i^ 'jHco^imty, and who 


Constanti' 

Bople, 


disputes of the church. Constantinople alone en~ 
jtyed the advantage of being born and educated 
in the bosom of the faith. The capital of the 
East had never been polluted by the worship of 
idols ; and the whole body of the people bad 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and 
the passions. Which' distinguished the Christians 
of that age from the rest of mankind. After the 
death of Alexander, the episcopal throne was dis- 
puted by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeal 

' ' ' ^ 

* Sc^ on tlii« eeclesiastical rerolutiiww Sctfw, AmmUnui^ xv, 7, 
Athoili^ i, p. 884-86L Ssswra, 'L >v, c. 15. Theodoret. 
1. ii, e. tr. Sfvet. Hiab SM^'l. ii, p. 413. Hieronyni. 

Cbron. Mara^rnmiUm-Ijeitk. ^ 3, 4. TiUemoBt Mem. £0 
clefc tom vi, p. 336, 
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chap. 

and abilities dese^tted the eminent sta- 

tion to wl^lifiiey aspired; and ff the moral cha- 
racter oi^^cedoMns was less exd^tionable, his 
comndii^ had the advantage of a prior election, 
more orthodox doctrme. His firm attach- 
ment to the Nicehe creid, which has ^ven Paul 
a place in the calendar among saints and maHyrS, 
exposed him to the resentment of the arians. In 
the space offourteen years he wasfivetimesAnven 
from the throne; to which he was more frequently 
restored by'^dia^iitlk^e the people, than b)^ the 

cedonius could be secured ofify liy 
his rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in 
chains from the sandy deserts of Mesopotamia to 
the most desolate places of mount Taurus" 
confin^ in a dark and narrow dungeon, left six 
days without food, and at length strangled, by 

ministers 

of the' first blood 
which stained the new ca^td ’(rhS 
clesiastical contest; ahd manypetsons weife sMnbn 


Cucuisus i»s the lot stage of bia lift tad snfflaiiigs. The sitnt- 
tion of that kmeljr town, on the confines of Cappadocia, Cilicia, and 
the lesser Armenia, has occasioned some ge(^ra|diical perplexity t 
hot we are directed tO the title spot Igr the eetirse hf the fteaaatt rtod 
£ain(Ga»area to Anaaarlms. See Calluu, Geograpb. tom. ii, p. IIX 
WetSwIKhd Itenerar, p. 1T9-703. 

“ Aflf^fefiiis (tom. i, p. 703^13, 814), affirms, in the m<»t poti> 
tive tenns^ ffilh Paul was murdered]; and appeals not only to eomanon 
fame, but ereS^tepte unsuspicious teatimony of Philaptna, oae of 
ibe arian perse^Mk Yet he acknowledges, that the heretics attri- 
buted to disease the death of the bishop of Constantinople. Atbans- 
rius te aCTvilely copied^ Socrates (1. ii, c. S6) ; but Sozomen, Wbe 
discovers a more libera] tooper, presumes (1. iv, c. 8) to uttinaaie a 
prudent doubt. 
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the tumult. A| y iii f> piws, wJ|o \^as supported by cuab. 
a regular f^^^'^t^iued u deci^iy^e vjptory ; but 
hi? reigi]^l|jfe^di?tuirbed clamour and sedition 
and whjph apjieared the least connect- 

ed wth tlie subject pf dispute, werp sufficient tp 
nourish and tq Wndio the flame *f civil discord. 

As the chapel in whiph tlje body of the great Cw^ 
stantipe had teen deposited was in a ruinous eon- 
dition, the bishop transported those venerable re- 
mains into the church of St. Acacius. This pru- 
dent, and, eycnj^iipu^neasure, was represented as a 
jfte party 

hered to the homopusian do^rtee. : 
immediately flew to arms ; the consecrated ground 
was used as their fleld of battle; and one of the 
eqclesiatical historians has observed, as a real 
fact, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well be- 
fore the church overflowedwith a stream of blood. 



to a religious principle, would befnay y ifis- / 
perfect knowledge of human nature ; yet it must 
be confessed, that the motive uffiich misled the 
sincerity of zeal, and the. pretence which disguised 
the licentiousness of passion, suppressed tte 
nmrse, which, in another cause, would have sue-' 
to the rage of the Christians of Conataar 
tinoplhrft., 

■ 

p See Socraft^jU ii, c. 6 , 7-13, 13-17, 16-26^ 27t38j and So- 
SEomen, 1, Hi, 3, 4^7-^, I, iv, c, ii, 21. The acts of St. Paul of Con- 
staatlni^fe, of whkfa B^ius has made an obstract (Phot. £ibIiot» 
p* are aa jU^i^Terent copy of thc% historians ; but 4 

modern Greek, who could write the life of a saint without adding 
f«d>ie 5 and miriiclesy is entitled to seme commendatitm. 


■filE DECLINE AND FALL 


4^ 


CHAP. 

SEI. 


Cruelty 
•f the 
aiians. 


The creel arid arbitraiy dispositionof Coiistan- 
tius, which did not always require the provoca- 
tirinsiri’ guilt and resistagce, was justly exasperated 
%5r the tumults of hts C^tah and the crimibal 
behaviour of a faction, which apposed the autho- 
rity and religion of their sovereign. The ordinary 
punishments of death, exile, and confiscation 
were inflicted with partial rigmir ; and the Greeks 
«till revere the- holy memory of two clerks, a 

-of 

gates ofConstantinople. By an edict of Constantins 
against the catholics, which has not been Judged 
worthy of a place in the Theodosian code, those 
who refused to communicate with the arian 
bishops, and particularly with Macedonius, were 
depriv^ «£ti» &iaamriai»ties of ecdesmstics, and of 


to relinquish the possession of the churches, and 
were strictly prohibited from holding their assem- 
blies within the walls of the city. The execution 
of this unjust law, in the provinces of Thrace and 
A$ia Minor, was committed to the zehl of Ma- 
eedonius ; the civil and military powers were 
directed to obey his commands; and the cruelties 
exercised by this semi-arian tyrant in the support 
Of the homoiovsion, exceeded the cotf^mon, and 
disgraced the reign of Constantiu& The sacra- 
ments erf the church were adsmnistered to the 
l^luctnnt victims, who deni^ Ihe vocation, and 
sMtoeimd tbe [siaciples of -Macedonius. The rites 
of bap^mi Were conferred on women and child- 
ren, who, for that purpose, had been torn from 
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the arms of and parents; the mouths c^f. 

of the comnM|^iBts were held open, by a wooden ^ 
engine, ^^^^^w&E<msecrated bi^ad was forced 
dowi^^^ltlhsroat;' the breasts of tender viigins 
w ag^ teher burnt with red-hot egg-shells, or in- 
humanly compressed b^ween sharp and heavy 
boards.’ The novatians of Constantinople, ^d 
the mj^crat country^ by their firm attachment to 
the hpmoousian standard, deserved to be con- 
founded with the catholics themselves. Macedo- 
nius was informed, that a large district of Paph- 
lapw(ji|^uiwiaiA3j!i^Sren^ inhabited. bx,!^V.^o 
sectaries. He resolved eithef to «e*lii*ei'l'OtJfcg(e>«» 
tirpate them; and as he distrusted, on this occa- 
skm, the efficacy of an ecclesiastical mission, he 
commanded a body of four thousand legionaries 
to march against the rebels, and to reduce the 
territory of Mantinium under his spiritual domi- 

animated by de- 
jO^us^^tered the 

mvaders of their country ; 
the Paphlagonians were slain, the Roman l^hms 
were vanquished by mi irregular multitude, arm- 



« Socrates, 1. ii, c. 87, 38. Sozonien, L iv, c. 21. The principal 
Bsistants of BfecedliftiuS, lit the work of persecution, were ilw two 
lOihnp. of Nicomaiist eaft CtUeiik. who were t ^s om e ir ftr their vir." 

especially for thetejUiarity. I cannot forbear reminding; 
111 ! 'rS&ibrl the difFerenelrbetween the Ihmoaiuim and kamaimaim, 
b aliiiiilfWilsilili to the nicest tbeoto^cal eye. 

' We srO^|tiQrmit of the precise situation of Mantinium. In speak- 
ing of these/^lnnds of legionaries, Socrates, Sozomea, and the 
Wthor Of the ifiSt'of St Paul, use the .indefinite terms of mtif/tn 
««y;ea4«, ’tMdcfa Nicephorus very properly ttanslates Mon- 
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The revolt 
and fury 
of the do* 
oatist cir* 
eumcel* 
Iion9, 

A. D. 

S43» &c. 


TfliE Mcline AXtil Mll 

ed only With S^^thes dhd axes ; ahi^ except a 
few Who‘e!§caped by ah igndfeiiiiious Sight, four 
thbhSilnd soldie#^ were left dead on the field df 
toittle. "fhe succes^f irf Cdh^aatius has ex- 
pressed, in a ccWcise inif lively hiaiiner, some of 
the theological calamities Which afflicted the em- 
pire, and more especially the ®Sst, ifi the reign of a ' 
prince who was the slave of Ms own passions, and 
of-thdse of his euhuchs; “ Many were imprisoned, 
“ and persecuted! ^ML . rjl^ hpie 

iha'ssacred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at Sa- 
“ mosata. In PaphIagonia,Bithynia,Galatia^afid 
“ in many other protinces, towns and vill^es 
“ were laid waste, and utterly destroyed.”* 
While the flames of the ati^ cmrtfoveixy cott- 
immed the vitMe ef ^ ATncslh pro^ 



savage fahatics, who, under the name ciram- 
ceUions, foCmed the strength and scandal of the 
doiiatist party.* The severe execntron of tlte 
laws of Constantine had excited a spirit of diS^ 
content and resistance; the strehwous effloris of MS 
son Constans, to restore the unity of the clmreh, 
exasperated the sentiments of mutual h^ed, 
which bad first occasioned the imd the 

* Julian Epistol. lii, p. 436, edit. SSp&beini. ' ' " • 

‘ See Optatus Jtlilevitanus' (particularly iir, 4 ),' with the 
lilstory, by M. Dupin, and the original pieiM at the end et Wa edi- 
tis«. itte numeroua circumstances wtidb at^stin hair mbntiotfrd, 
eT^Ahfory ofthe eircameellions apfelit otfeers, and tfiem- 

selca.'&nv been laboiloii^y 6y Tillenbnt, ’Slerii. Eccle£ 

tom. vi, ^ 14Ti-165; and he hasten, though widioht design, C9^ 
posed the injuries which bad provoked those iiwaties. 


I 




methods of forj^mlejQtntl^on employed cpap. 
t^o imr>eriajbi|^feissioner&. and Macarius, 
fariiisb edy^ ^Gfii^atfe# \(rith a specious contrast 
betwgMl^pmtims of the apostles mid the con- 
their pretended successors*" The pea- 
Who' kihabitod ^ Ntunidlh at^ 

Mauritania, were a ferocious race. Who hSd been 
imperfetbr reduced under the aUtlKUiQr of the 
Itoinan tews ; Who Were imperfectly Converted to 
the Christian faith ; but who were actuated by a 
blind and furious enthusiasm in the cause of their 

churches, and the interruption of theif secret 
assehihliesi The violence of the officers jus- 
tice, who were usually sustained by a military 
^uard, was sometimes repelled with equal vio- 
lence; and the blood of some popidar ecclesiastics, 

^0 qnm'ch teSamod 

venging the death ^ thC^ iltep%8iiei,,5y 
their own cruelty and ra^ne^ the mintet^ of 


“ It is nnusingr enough to obaorve the labgoagV of op{x»ite par- 
ties, when they speah of Ae same men aKd things. Gratus, bishop 
of Carthage, begins the acclamations of an orthodox syhod, “ Gratias 
0eo omnipotent! et Christs ibsu - . - qUi UBjtefairW ielig&ilstilBb 
«-C«*stanti imperatori, ut fottim gereret unUatiSf et mkteret minis- 
^' Mimiiicti operis/anirfas Dd Paulum et Macarium.*’ iHonumeni. 
Vet. tX^ctna. Uptati, p. dlS. ‘‘ Here sobitb,’* ps^s (bp dcqiaaA 
author O^pjpasslon of Marculus) “de Constaritis regis tyramii^ 
domo . . . plutum Macarianse persecutionis nHumur increpuit, et 
ditabui hea^S ad Africam missis, eddem scilicet Madarioi et Caulo 
eieeraadttbi piWtka ae dimm eocte^se certtMien hUKctnin cst ; ut 
pt^ahis ChrisriaMsf ad Onionem cum traditoribus bKiendani, no* 
datis militum gbdiis et draconum presentibus signis, et tnbanim 
“ vodbus dogeretur.” Honoment. p. 301. 




TH|^ 


DECLINE AND tALL 


CHAP, petsecjition^pptimes provoked th^Jate; and 
the guilt of pihccident^^t|||gplt precipiteted the 
**”'*“'* crlpflinals into d^pair'and rebellion. 'I^yen 
from &ir native vill^es, . the ^na,tist peas a|ts 
assembled in fpi^daUe gahgg^^i^the j^ge of the 
Getullan desert, and readily exchanged the habits 
of labour for a life ofidleness^and rapine, which 
was consecrated by the napie ,of religion, and 


swords and spears, was a huge and weighty club, 
which they termed an IsraelUe : and the well- 
known sound of “ praise be to God,” which they 


of subsistence, indulged without controul their 
ihtemperance and avarice, burnt the villages 
which they had pillaged, and reigned the licen- 
tious tyrants of the open country. The occupa- 
tions of htisbandiy, and the administration of 
justice, were interrupted ; and as the circtiinC^i 
lions pretendeato PMtoi^ the primitive egu^ty of 
loaned, and to reform the abuses Ofciroscwiety, 
they opened a secure asyhim for the '^aves and 
debtmrs, who flocked in crowds ^ their htdy 
Standard. When they were jh^ fesistet^ they 
tH^i^^tented ^O^^^^Sith pl^^, but 


used as their cry of war, diffused consternation 


.over 



.ft^tIycondemn(|ff!j^ the doctors of the sect. 
The leaders . of .‘ the_..cir cmnceIlioas ^sumed the 

ITnuTypr^ded with 
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signaHi^ tbeir zea^were^ 
atira with-tbeinost refin^iaJetd 
1 The spirit of the eircumcel- 
InaHiWas nptalwajs exerted against theifdrfenOew 
less enemies; they engaged, ahd sinnetiines 
feated, the troops of the province ; and in tibe 
bloody aetioa of Bagai, they attacked in the open 
Jeld, but with unsuccessful vdour, an a^anced 
guard of the imperial cavalry. The donatists 
who were taken in arms, received, and they soon 

been shewn to the 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the 
sword, the axe, or the fire; and the measures of 
retaliation were multiplied in a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors of rebellion, and* 
excluded the hope of mutual forgiveness. In the 
_ _ theexampteof 

secution, the boldness, the' 
thmiasm of the camisirds rand if thd fanatics of 
Languedoc surpassed those of Numidia, by their 
military achievements,' the Afneans maintained 
their fierce independence with more i;^ldtion 
perseverance.* ’ , 

disord^ are t^e natioal effects cff religious Thdr reu. 
tyrai^bS but the rage of the donatists was 
flamed 1^ frenzy of a vegr extraordinmy kind ; 

'Vi,, 

* The Hieto^ Camisards, in 3 voh 12mo. Villefranche. 176<^ 
may beRComraendaS'^iteaurate and impartUd. It re^uiica 
attention to discona- the itiigiQn of tb« atahor. 
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tbe (rther as.^lpiraclimii^ Satan, an c«ap. 

^ulosoph^BlI^ discover the licence rad tte 
hist abiii^ir th^ i^eadble ^tduch wraori- 

gin^^pierived 6rai the charactar ai^ principles 
o£^i^ Jewidi naticHL. . 


' The simple narrative of the intestioe^sisifflis. General 
which disto'acted the peace, and ^shtrax^ral thOof 


tiiuipph, oftim church, will confirm the remmh 
a pagan historian, and justify the complain of a a. ■>. 
venerable bishop. The experience of Ammianus ®^**^®*’ 
had conv inced him, that the enmity of the chris- 



most pathetically laments, that the kingdom of 
heaven was converted, by discard, into the isaage 
of chaos, of a nocturnal tempest, and of hell it- 
self.^ The fierce and partial writers of the times, 
ascribing all virtue to themselves, and imputing 


tf» pii l lftt l | i R^^»TitfB , hayt, pa i nt e d the bat. 
tie at the aii gria i i i M i l» ia Mti «4j hyjgalraCT reason 
will reject rach {Hire and peife^ nrawifmiiifiyice 
inr sanctity, andwiliinqfaite an equal, mrat least ra 
indiscriminate, measure of good and evil to the 
hostile sectaries, who assumed and bestowed the 
appellatiras of orthodox and heretics. They had 
been educated in the same religion rad iks same 
d^l|jMiiociety. Theirhcqies and fea» in the present, 
or initeiuture Ufe, were balanced in the same 
propor^l^ On either ride, the error might he in- 


' In* .jy ■ • 

* NuUas-infiMlwJHaiiiubiu bestias, nt aunt (fti Icx^pleriqoe 
cMBOaBomm expM^ Ammian. xzii. & 

* Ggtgpt. Naziantoy Or^ i, p. 33. See TiUemont, toia. vi. 
p. 501, quurto edit. 
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CHAP, nocent, the faith ^cere, the practice meritorious 
or corrupt. Their passions were excite^y siihi- 
lar obje^s; and|tey might ^tePnately abum the 
favour of the court, or of the pei^le. The m^ir. 
physical opinions of the athanasianl and the 
arians cOuld not influence their moral character; 
and they were alike actuated by the intolerant 
^irit, which has been extracted from the pure 
nnd simple maxims of the gospel. 

tna 

the timid prudence of Montesquieu, for neglect- 
ing to enumerate, among the causes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Constantine, by which the 
exercise of the pa^n wordiip was abstdutely sitp- 
pre8sed» cpusidmnble j^rt of his subjects 


wife confidence. 



rtSpontlcaf andj^ilosophical,’’ accuses 


any public religion. The zeal ST fK^Mosophic 
histmiim for the rights of mankind has induced 
him to acquiesce in the ambiguous testimony of 
those ecclesiastics, who have too lightly ascribed 
to their favourite hero the merit of a general per- 
secution.* Instead of ^eg^g this imagumry 


^ Histoiri Politique et Pbilosophique des Etablissemeas..de> Eu- 
optois dans les deux lodes, tom. i, p. 9. ' ‘ 

* AccordSog to Eusdrios (in Vit. CoostanUn. I. the em* 

pwor prohibited, both in cities]}!^ in the couytty, 

^tititXakmrfuin ; the abominabie acts or parts of {dbiatry. Socrates 
(L i, Ci 17) and Sozmnen (h ii, e. 4, S) have r^i^^ted the conduct 
at Censtmtine tritfa a just r^ard to traUi^,<Mld history t wbiph has 
bee&n^d^edby rheoddret^Lx,e. <^it^^^kotius(vii^,S8)> Tutai 
deinde OsQin^e Utter prismiaJ^ UjyMiWBiiU jiMto ordlne-^ jps sicem ^ 
venit edietO) »a^|igji>i>l’>llWilSutmn oHam hominnm oedem, paga- 
ttorum templa dao^ 



law, which wrijjlpnnre biassed in the frofit c^jrn: 
BBperial caiPp^e may safely a^)eal to the ori^' ' 
gmal ejpiriil^ which Cm»$tenttne addressed to the'™'”"'”* 
foIlo|itiibl' the^mcient religion, at a time when ^ 
he^^ger disguised Us conversion, nor&Ua^d 
the rivals of his tUone. Hei&viteea^ «i^(»Hi; 
in the most pressing .tenss^ Ae SQbjedit‘^i>tte 
Rcnnmi empire to imitate the example of toeir 
master ; but he declares, that those who s^ re-i>7 Con- 
fuse to open their eyes to the celestial iig^t, may ' 
freely enLox their temples, and their fancied gods. 


stantliic« 



suppressed, is tormaily't 
peror himself, who wisely assigns, as the prinaple 
of his moderation, the invincible force ef hiddt^ 
of prejudice, and o€ superstition.* Without 
violating the sanctity of his promise, without 
alarming the fears of the pagans, the artful mo- 

polytheism. The pardd adts 
be occasionally exeitased, thno^ ^Kyrwierenei^^ 
o-etly {uompted by a <ji^iani zeal, were colour^ 
ed the fairest, {xetences of justice and the 
public good ; and while Constantine deE%ned.tq 
nim the foun^dons, he semned the 

of the ancient religion. Afitertheexam^e 

''' 


^ See EuSISk in Vit Constantin. 1. ii, c. 6S, SO. tn Uie eernaon 
to the asaranbljr ed^n^nts, which the emperor pcoaouneetl wbn> he 
ms mature in juifltJMUi piety, he deeiates to the idoiatas (e. x!) that 
ttrrj nrr prrmitirit tii‘ii|ii imiiniii i. and to exerdm every part at 
their rd^ous wonA^ 



ifie T«» RBCLtNB AN® BAtJ,- 

CHAP. of the Wis^ftc Ms predi^ces§ors, he 

under niost rigoroijs p^Mties, the occult and 

impkpi arts of divination ; wi^ excitod tha 
va^, hQp^ aitd sometime^ the criminal atteie^^ 
of those who W)«P©^scontented.with their present 
condition* An ignominious silence was imposed 
on the mracles, which had been* publicly con« 
victed of fraud and falsehood; the effeminate 
fspests of the Nile were abolished ; and Constau- 


prostitution was devoutly practised in the face of 
day, and to the honour of V«ius.s The im- 
perial city of Constantinople was, in some mea- 
sure, raised at the enpence, and was adorned 
withr moUa, of the opulent temptes cff Greece 

with rude familiarity, among a people who con- 
sidered them as objects, not of adoratkm, but of 
curiosity; the gold and silver were restored to ck- 
culation ; and the ma^strates, the faisheps, and 
the eunuchs, improved the fortunate occaskm of 
gratifying, at once, their 2^1, their avarh^aaid 
their resentment. But these depr«datj|f^ weiv» 
c^nffned to a small pmt of the Roman #hrld, and 
the provinces had been long since accustomed to 

• ^ g nwh i m , w Vif. CaostanUik «•*** i»» & 88 

af wrthtnnr pMi witi^'Cis aoiifireniaa 

Uit.iag.lifeiiif U>e tea#* sf'Ua, bgrtte 
aiagistraUs «r fajiatt Ibntc, 


^ifti^hMhnrgad censor. 



1 


or EHP^ps. 

i^dufe the saiil^ei^egidiis rapiM^ -fton-iltt exua 
tjrranny of SKid proccmli^ ■wfco couWaot 

te suspei^^ <rf soy des^a to subrcit 
blis%i#^igion/. !: 

.'Jme sons of Cofistantine trod in tlie foOtssbtps™^ “® 

sonju 

of thdr father, with more and wiA dess diss- 


cretion. The p'etences a£ rapine -and bpfvemion 
were insensibly nmltiplied;* ev^ indiil^eace 
was shewn to the illegal behaviour of the diriv- 
tians ; every doubt was explained to ^ dki^* 
vantag e of na e-anism ; and the demolition of the 
l i ffffriTr*flnt law ii i i iii iij 

events of the reign of Cimstffiff'^Stfl'lGSiC|^Ugnt' 
tius.** The name of Constantius is prefixed to 
a concise law, which have siqioaeded the 
necessity of any future prohibitions, “ It is our 
pleasure, that in all places, and in all cities, 
the temples be immediately shut, and carefully 

hmne- the -powerdf 
» oSfending. ^ that all 

( Eusebtus dn Vtt. OMM«rat. I. lit, <. And 'SAMaWfONkr 
pro TempUs, p> 9, 10, edit. Gothofred.), both mention the pious 
sacrilege of Constantine, whfadi they viewed in very diilhrent ]%hts. 
The latter expressly declares, that ** he made use of the sacred mo. 
“ ney, but flisde no altetatieti in the legal worship ; the temjdes 
“ indeed uHue inqpoverished, but the sacred lites^ Mere .jpMibisled 
Lardna’s Jewish and Heathen Testhnm&s, vol. iv, 

« A ill'iaiiis Otxii, 4), apeHcs of eaaw eotiit einmeha wito wee 
epidiis teafiftaa paatt Lihanius sqrs (Orst. pro p. 8^ ' 

that the enpdHH <dtea gave away a tempte, like a d<^, or a horK, 
or a slave, or n etip ; but the deAeUt phileeojiher tHtes care ta 
observe, that tbeds aeteil^ions fhvaurites very sddom prospered. 

k See Odthrfred. Theodos. tom. vi, p. 868. Liban. OMh 
Parentd. e. x, in PaMc. Whh Grsec. tom. vu, p. 83& 
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tub DECWKB. AN&i I'AJjI, 

sul^gi^^kottld froih ssa^ifices* It 

«« any he gi^t^ att y;t. let 

* the swoi^j^'t^geance, ah4;!^r 

^^P^^tion, let Ms be confis^l^ 

5 t& ,itte imbBc ^ie^ . '^e' the same 
.“ papji^Bes against the ^gs^^iaors <rf the pro- 
vinces, if they neglect, ^^ipsw^i'the crimi- 
,**iK^”* Bnt theie is thes^ng^ reason to 
that this 'Imrinhiable eth^ HBFas i^tter 

fhcilt'micrtnc moTnumentaM hich are still extant of 
brass and marble, continue to prove the.publie 
eptemse of the pi^an WbisMp during the whole 
reign of the sons of Con^sn.t3*^’r-In. the East,- 
as;in^the West; -in xatie^ ;as FeH ^ in the 
igt^ number of templpilf^e. 


titude stilL enjoyed the luxury driaenm^s, of 
gUl^pIdB,. and of processions,. by.'|he>p^tnnsiMn^ 
or by the connivance, of thr. civil government. 

About four years after the su|^)pse44nte his 

■ .' • MLj: . 

t Ptacoit dmnSms latii atque lirMb# UBiiersis 

et ai fecessa vetitis omnibus licentiam defiBqBeiWn']|)wi^^gW^ 
aegiM. V<SanHW«eai«c»mcto8 KSa<!ri#c!i«a»stlae«. 
aUquid forte hujusmodi perpetrarerit, gladio 
ctSamperediptl fisco deeerofaras vlndicari t' et si^W^gflngi ree^ 
’t^Ms 'proviiicianUB si nscinora vindleani Theodoi, 

tmoi fit*. ng.-4. . ehW«8fc«y*SS, aisc^Nif^pfe contraastto 
date irf'tliis extravagant lavr ; tljeron^ji^fc^adi^s, ly wki^ 
lifclllftMitriirr nfmnffirtmlirn ia panitW and coB^ti^oa. 

mem. 4e P- 9^ t^Wtraw, 

-fjhffilTrnf tPKinm. Omt aatjiii i y gM irfean a«-i^i«^of.a 

laivv^^wIXW^ were found i<r SseiBiis Mc« 

moriz, iiiiiiiili' and altenrarda inserted, M 

' • worthy model, in the lUbdosian code. 
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bloody edict, Qeffiiltantias visit^ the temples chap. 
of Rome; a^flie decency of His behaviour is 
recommeni^'by a pag^n orator wan example" 
worthy 'of the imitation of succeeding princes. 

" ’]prat emperor,” says Symmachus, “'suffered 
‘• the privileges of the vestal virgins to', remain. 

“ inviolate ; he bestowed the sacerdotal dignities 
“ on the nobles of Rome, granted the custom- 
“ ary allowance to defray the expences of the 
“ public rites and sacrifices : and, though he 
“ had embraced a different religion, he never 
“ attempted ^ depriv e the empire of the sacred 
worship of antiquity 

sumed to consecrate, by solemn decree% the 
divine memory of their sovereigns ; and Con- 
stantine himself was associated, after his death, 
to those gods whom he had renounced and in- 
sulted during his life. The title, the ensigns, 
the prerogatives, of sovereign pontiff, which 
been 'Instituted by Ntima, llhd assumed by 
Augustus, were accepted, without hesitation, by 
seven Christian emperors; who were invested 
with a more absolute authority over the religion 
which they had deserted, than over that which 
they professed.* 

Symmach. EpistoL x, 54. 

' fourth Dissiertation of M. de U Bostie, sur le Soaverain 
Pontifi^ des Empereurs Romains (in the Mem. de i’Acad. tom. xir, 
p. 75-li»3, is a very learned and judicious performance, which 
explains the Mate, and proves the toleration, of paganism from 
Constantine thn Gratian. The assertion of Zosimus, that Gratian 
was the first who refused the pontifical robe, is confirmed beyond 
a doubt ; and the munnuis of bigotry, on that subject, are almaat 
sijenced. 
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C^AP. 

XXI. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The divisions of Christianity suspended the 
ruin of paganism and the holy war agaipst the 
infidels was less vigorously prosecuted by princes 
and bishops, who were more immediately alarm-* 
ed by the guilt and danger of domestic rebellion. 
The extirpation of idolatry might have been 


® A.s I have freely anticipated the use of pagans and p^ganism^ 
I shall now trace the singular revolutions of those celebrated words. 
1. Tletyti, in the Doric dialect, so familiar to the Italians, signifies 
a fountain y and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the same 
fountain, derived the common appellation ppgvs SLnd pagans (Festus 
Buh voce, and^rri^^l^ci^^MMEgie^ ii^ 882>. 
q^iptniawa qf'^eVord, pegait and runl "Shuost synonymous 

(Plin. Hi«5t. Natur- xxviii, 5) ; and the meaner rustics acquired that 
name, which tra?? tjccu corrupted into peasants in the modem lan- 
guages of Europe. 3. The amazing increase of the military order 
introduced the necessity of a ‘'‘irrelative term (Hume’s Essays* vol. 
i, p. 555) ; and all the people who weic not enlisted in the service of 
the prince were branded with the contemptuous epithets of pagans 
(Tacit. HHt- ill, 24, 43, 79* Juvenal. Satir. xvi. -TertulUan dp 
Pallio, c. 4). 4. The Christians were the soldiers of Christ ? their 
adversaries, who refused bis eocrqsteiit, or military oath of baptism^ 
might desersh fba mdr oi-p st^ saa^ agd 

reproach was introdu^l^ as early as the reign of Valentinian (a. d, 
365) into imperial laws (Cod. Theodos. 1. xvi, tit. il» leg. 18) and 
theological writings. 5. ^ristianity gradually 611e«l the cities of 
the empire ; the old religion, in the time Of Prudentius (advers. Sym- 
machum, 1. i, ad fin) and Orosius (in Pr»fat. Hist.) retired and 
languished in obscure villages ; and the word pagans^ with its new 
signification, reverted to its primitive origin. 6. Since the worship 
of Jupiter and his family has expired, the vacant title of pagans 
has been saccrasivety applied to all the idolaters and polytheists of 
the old and new world. 7. The Latin Christians bestowed it,**with- 
out scruple, on their mortal enemies the mahomefcans; and the 
purest unttanoas were branded with the unjust reproach of idolatry 
and paganism. See Gerard Vossins Etymologicon Lingus Latinae* 
In his works, tom. i, p. 420. Godefroy’s Commentary on the Theo- 
dosias Code, tom. vi, p. 250, and Ducange, & infimic Lati- 

nitat. Glossan 

* In the pure language of Iona and A^ns, and AavftM 

were anei^ and familiar wov^ The frnmer expressed a likeness^ 
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justified by the established principles of intole- chaA 
ranee : but the hostile sects, which alternately 
reigned in the imperial court, were mutually 
apprehensive of alienating, and perhaps exas- 
perating, the minds of a powerful, though de- 
clining, faction. Every motive of authority and 
fashion, of interest and reason, now militated 
on the side of Christianity ; hut two or three 
generations elapsed, beforfe their victorious in- 
fluence was universally felt. The religion which 
had so long and so lately been established in the 
Komaii eiBpire_acas_a.tiU revered by a numerous 
people, less attached in^leed to speetJatrve opU 
nion, than to ancient custdiHi;''i’>^nKe honours of 
the state and army were indifferently bestowed 
on all the subjects of Constantine and Constan- 
tins ; and a considerable portion of knowledge 
and wealth and valour was still engaged in the 
service of polytheism. The superstition of the 
senator and of ' the peasant, of the poet and the 
philosopher, was derived from very different 
causes ; but they met with equal devotion in th^ 
temples of the gods. Their zeal was insensibly 
provoked by* the insulting triumph of a pro- 


an apparition (Homer. Odyss. xi, GOl) a repre<?entation, a.» image, 
created either by fancy or arU The latter denoted any sort of 
ee r v ic e or slavery. TMe Jews of Egypt, who traa'^lated the Hebrew 
f scriptures, restrained the use of these words (Exod. xx, 4, 5) to 

I the religious worship of an image. The peculiar idiom of the Hel- 

lenists, or Grecian Jews,, has been adopted by the sacred and eccle- 
siastical wrltevs; and the reproach of idolatry {Etia/Xs^ctroua.) has 
stigmatized that visible and abject mode of superstition, which some 
sects of Christian!^ i^ould not hastily impute to the polytheists of 
Greece and Borne. 
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CHAP, scribed sect ; £nd their hopes wei^e- revived by 
well-grounded confidence, that' the pre- 
sumptive heir of the empire, a young and va- 
liant hero, who had delivered Gaul from the 
arms of the barbarians, had secretly embrace 
the religion of his ancestors. 






END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 



Doig, and Steveat^ 
prinien, Si Mm g i. ■ 
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